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Walden Life In The Woods
"The God in You" is a collection of essays written by
American "New Thought" pioneer Prentice Mulford.
The goal of the book is to help the reader to discover
how to get to know his inner forces and how to get in
touch with the god and its' spirit using those forces
and possibilities from within himself. "Thoughts are
Things" serves as a guide to this new belief system.
Contents: The God in You POSITIVE AND
NEGATIVE THOUGHT SOME PRACTICAL
MENTAL RECIPES SELF-TEACHING; OR, THE
ART OF LEARNING HOW TO LEARN LOVE
THYSELF THE ART OF FORGETTING SPELLS;
OR, THE LAW OF CHANGE REGENERATION; OR,
BEING BORN AGAIN Thoughts are Things THE
MATERIAL MIND V. THE SPIRITUAL MIND WHO
ARE OUR RELATIONS? THOUGHT CURRENTS
ONE WAY TO CULTIVATE COURAGE LOOK
FORWARD! GOD IN THE TREES; OR, THE
INFINITE MIND IN NATURE SOME LAWS OF
HEALTH AND BEAUTY MUSEUM AND
MENAGERIE HORRORS THE GOD IN YOURSELF
THE HEALING AND RENEWING FORCE OF
SPRING IMMORTALITY IN THE FLESH THE
ATTRACTION OF ASPIRATION THE ACCESSION
OF NEW THOUGHT Prentice Mulford (1834-1891)
was a noted literary humorist, comic lecturer, author
of poems and essays, and a columnist. He was also
Page 1/21

Download File PDF Walden Life In The Woods
instrumental in the founding of the popular
philosophy, New Thought, along with other notable
writers including Ralph Waldo Emerson. Mulford
coined the term Law of Attraction.
A beloved classic reissued for contemporary
readers. Experience a year in the life of Thoreau at
Walden Pond in this classic work. Visit the beanfield, the village, and the ponds; learn about our
brute neighbors, the higher laws of nature and
humankind, and the benefits of reading and solitude.
Henry David Thoreau was an American author, poet,
abolitionist, naturalist, tax resister, development
critic, surveyor, historian, philosopher and leading
transcendentalist. His writings on natural history and
philosophy have become two sources of modern-day
environmentalism.
WALDEN or, Life in the Woods, by noted
transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau, is a
reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings.
The work is part personal declaration of
independence, social experiment, voyage of spiritual
discovery, satire, and manual for self-reliance. First
published in 1854, it details Thoreau's experiences
over the course of two years, two months, and two
days in a cabin he built near Walden Pond, amidst
woodland owned by his friend and mentor Ralph
Waldo Emerson, near Concord, Massachusetts. The
book compresses the time into a single calendar
year and uses passages of four seasons to
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symbolize human development. By immersing
himself in nature, Thoreau hoped to gain a more
objective understanding of society through personal
introspection. Simple living and self-sufficiency were
Thoreau's other goals, and the whole project was
inspired by transcendentalist philosophy, a central
theme of the American Romantic Period. As Thoreau
made clear in his book, his cabin was not in
wilderness but at the edge of town, about two miles
(3 km) from his family home.
Follow the thoughts of essayist, poet and American
Transcendentalism founder Ralph Waldo Emerson
as he discovered his own belief system in the
anthology Self-Reliance and Other Essays. In ‘SelfReliance’, Emerson explained that standing on
one's own two feet against society was essential to
forming a strong union with God. Once this essay
was published, it received both wild praise and
hurtful backlash from different factions of America.
However, Emerson pushed through the negative
criticism, stood against the crowd, and found himself
stronger in his faith than he ever had before.
Emerson found that self-reliance, no matter the
situation, would always help the individual persevere
and become stronger. Because Emerson wrote for
the common man, many of his essays and poems
are relatively simple and straight-forward; he wanted
audiences to understand his thoughts and identify
with his beliefs. He also wanted to wake them up
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from the conventional modern life that he believed
had often placated them. Emerson's writings were
meant to help the reader transcend to a more
thoughtful mindset. His essays discuss themes of
philosophy, poetry, history, politics, ethics, and
literary criticism, all of which helped break people
from what he believed were their mediocre lives. He
saw that humanity could become stronger as a
whole if people would take the steps to make
themselves and their minds stronger.
Two of Thoreau's classic essays on simple living and
on protesting against government's interference with
individual liberty, plus a selection of his poetry.
A soul-satisfying collection of 12 essays by the noted
philosopher and poet who embraced independence,
rejected conformity, and loved nature. Includes the
title essay, plus "Character," "Intellect," "Spiritual
Laws," "Circles," and others.
In 1845 Henry David Thoreau left his pencilmanufacturing business and began building a cabin
on the shore of Walden Pond near Concord,
Massachusetts. This lyrical yet practical-minded
book is at once a record of the 26 months Thoreau
spent in withdrawal from society - an account of the
daily minutiae of building, planting, hunting, cooking,
and, always, observing nature - and a declaration of
independence from the oppressive mores of the
world he left behind. Elegant, witty, and quietly
searching, Walden remains the most persuasive
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American argument for simplicity of life clarity of
conscience.When I wrote the following pages, or
rather the bulk of them, I lived alone, in the woods, a
mile from any neighbor, in a house which I had built
myself, on the shore of Walden Pond, in Concord,
Massachusetts, and earned my living by the labor of
my hands only. I lived there two years and two
months. At present I am a sojourner in civilized life
again.I should not obtrude my affairs so much on the
notice of my readers if very particular inquiries had
not been made by my townsmen concerning my
mode of life, which some would call impertinent,
though they do not appear to me at all impertinent,
but, considering the circumstances, very natural and
pertinent. Some have asked what I got to eat; if I did
not feel lonesome; if I was not afraid; and the like.
Others have been curious to learn what portion of
my income I devoted to charitable purposes; and
some, who have large families, how many poor
children I maintained. I will therefore ask those of my
readers who feel no particular interest in me to
pardon me if I undertake to answer some of these
questions in this book. In most books, the I, or first
person, is omitted; in this it will be retained; that, in
respect to egotism, is the main difference. We
commonly do not remember that it is, after all,
always the first person that is speaking. I should not
talk so much about myself if there were anybody
else whom I knew as well. Unfortunately, I am
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confined to this theme by the narrowness of my
experience. Moreover, I, on my side, require of every
writer, first or last, a simple and sincere account of
his own life, and not merely what he has heard of
other men's lives; some such account as he would
send to his kindred from a distant land; for if he has
lived sincerely, it must have been in a distant land to
me. Perhaps these pages are more particularly
addressed to poor students. As for the rest of my
readers, they will accept such portions as apply to
them. I trust that none will stretch the seams in
putting on the coat, for it may do good service to him
whom it fits. I would fain say something, not so much
concerning the Chinese and Sandwich Islanders as
you who read these pages, who are said to live in
New England; something about your condition,
especially your outward condition or circumstances
in this world, in this town, what it is, whether it is
necessary that it be as bad as it is, whether it cannot
be improved as well as not. I have travelled a good
deal in Concord; and everywhere, in shops, and
offices, and fields, the inhabitants have appeared to
me to be doing penance in a thousand remarkable
ways. What I have heard of Bramins sitting exposed
to four fires and looking in the face of the sun; or
hanging suspended, with their heads downward,
over flames; or looking at the heavens over their
shoulders "until it becomes impossible for them to
resume their natural position, while from the twist of
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the neck nothing but liquids can pass into the
stomach"; or dwelling, chained for life, at the foot of a
tree; or measuring with their bodies, like caterpillars,
the breadth of vast empires; or standing on one leg
on the tops of pillars-even these forms of conscious
penance are hardly more incredible and astonishing
than the scenes which I daily witness.
Throughout history, some books have changed the
world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves
- and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent,
war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged,
provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives - and
destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of
the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries
whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who
we are. Thoreau's account of his solitary and selfsufficient home in the New England woods remains an
inspiration to the environmental movement - a call to his
fellow men to abandon their striving, materialistic
existences of 'quiet desperation' for a simple life within
their means, finding spiritual truth through awareness of
the sheer beauty of their surroundings.
When I wrote the following pages, or rather the bulk of
them, I lived alone, in the woods, a mile from any
neighbor, in a house which I had built myself, on the
shore of Walden Pond, in Concord, Massachusetts, and
earned my living by the labor of my hands only. I lived
there two years and two months. At present I am a
sojourner in civilized life again. I should not obtrude my
affairs so much on the notice of my readers if very
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particular inquiries had not been made by my townsmen
concerning my mode of life, which some would call
impertinent, though they do not appear to me at all
impertinent, but, considering the circumstances, very
natural and pertinent. Some have asked what I got to
eat; if I did not feel lonesome; if I was not afraid; and the
like. Others have been curious to learn what portion of
my income I devoted to charitable purposes; and some,
who have large families, how many poor children I
maintained. I will therefore ask those of my readers who
feel no particular interest in me to pardon me if I
undertake to answer some of these questions in this
book. In most books, the I, or first person, is omitted; in
this it will be retained; that, in respect to egotism, is the
main difference. We commonly do not remember that it
is, after all, always the first person that is speaking. I
should not talk so much about myself if there were
anybody else whom I knew as well. Unfortunately, I am
confined to this theme by the narrowness of my
experience. Moreover, I, on my side, require of every
writer, first or last, a simple and sincere account of his
own life, and not merely what he has heard of other
men's lives; some such account as he would send to his
kindred from a distant land; for if he has lived sincerely, it
must have been in a distant land to me. Perhaps these
pages are more particularly addressed to poor students.
As for the rest of my readers, they will accept such
portions as apply to them. I trust that none will stretch the
seams in putting on the coat, for it may do good service
to him whom it fits.
"Walden. Yesterday I came here to live." That entry from
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the journal of Henry David Thoreau, and the intellectual
journey it began, would by themselves be enough to
place Thoreau in the American pantheon. His attempt to
"live deliberately" in a small woods at the edge of his
hometown of Concord has been a touchstone for
individualists and seekers since the publication of
Walden in 1854. But there was much more to Thoreau
than his brief experiment in living at Walden Pond. A
member of the vibrant intellectual circle centered on his
neighbor Ralph Waldo Emerson, he was also an ardent
naturalist, a manual laborer and inventor, a radical
political activist, and more. Many books have taken up
various aspects of Thoreau's character and
achievements, but, as Laura Dassow Walls writes,
"Thoreau has never been captured between covers; he
was too quixotic, mischievous, many-sided." Two
hundred years after his birth, and two generations after
the last full-scale biography, Walls renews Henry David
Thoreau for us in all his profound, inspiring complexity.
Drawing on Thoreau's copious writings, published and
unpublished, Walls presents a Thoreau vigorously alive,
full of quirks and contradictions: the young man
shattered by the sudden death of his brother; the
ambitious Harvard College student; the ecstatic visionary
who closed Walden with an account of the regenerative
power of the Cosmos. We meet the man whose belief in
human freedom and the value of labor made him an
uncompromising abolitionist; the solitary walker who
found society in nature, but also found his own nature in
the society of which he was a deeply interwoven part.
And, running through it all, Thoreau the passionate
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naturalist, who, long before the age of environmentalism,
saw tragedy for future generations in the human
heedlessness around him. "The Thoreau I sought was
not in any book, so I wrote this one," says Walls. The
result is a Thoreau unlike any seen since he walked the
streets of Concord, a Thoreau for our time and all
time.--Dust jacket.
"I learned this, at least, by my experiment: that if one
advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and
endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will
meet with a success unexpected in common hours." So
concluded Henry David Thoreau in his 1854 work
Walden, a collection of observations made while he lived
alone in the woods near Walden Pond for two years in
the 1840s. The lessons he learned have since become
maxims for living fully and deliberately. Excerpts from
Walden are here accompanied by idealistic, wistful
paintings.
This series of 18 essays was written by Thoreau while he
lived in semi-isolation near Waldon Pond in
Massachussetts. The essays capture his thoughts on
topics ranging from self-reliance to individualism to
nature.
With their call for "simplicity, simplicity, simplicity!”, for
self-honesty, and for harmony with nature, the writings of
Henry David Thoreau are perhaps the most influential
philosophical works in all American literature. The
selections in this volume represent Thoreau at his best.
Included in their entirety are Walden, his indisputable
masterpiece, and his two great arguments for
nonconformity, Civil Disobedience and Life Without
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Principle. A lifetime of brilliant observation of nature--and
of himself--is recorded in selections from A Week On
The Concord And Merrimack Rivers, Cape Cod, The
Maine Woods and The Journal.
“How important is a constant intercourse with nature and
the contemplation of natural phenomena to the
preservation of moral and intellectual health!” —Henry
David Thoreau Since his death in 1862, Henry David
Thoreau has left an indelible mark on the American
mind. A vocal champion of simple living and social
equality, he is revered for his tempered prose, gentle
words, and wise observations. His most well-known
work, Walden, is still read around the world, cherished
for both its beautiful writing style and its timeless
musings on life, simple living, and nature. Collected in
Thoreau on Nature: Sage Words on Finding Harmony
with the Natural World are some of Thoreau’s most
impactful musings—drawn from the many writings he
completed over his lifetime. His work touched on every
aspect of living a harmonious life, from respecting your
neighbors, whether human or animal, to the joys of a
simplified life, free of clutter and distractions. Thoreau on
Nature will undoubtedly be an essential resource for
anyone seeking to find peace and balance in life.
Set against the backdrop of a devastating forest fire that
Henry David Thoreau accidentally set in 1844, John
Pipkin's novel brilliantly illuminates the mind of the young
philosopher at a formative moment in his life and in the
life of the young nation. The Thoreau of Woodsburner is
a lost soul, resigned to a career designing pencils for his
father's factory while dreaming of better things. On the
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day of the fire, his path crosses those of three very
different people, each of whom also harbors a secret
dream. Oddmund Hus, a shy Norwegian farmhand, pines
for the wife of his brutal employer. Eliot Calvert, a
prosperous bookseller, is also a hilariously inept aspiring
playwright. Caleb Dowdy preaches fire and brimstone to
his followers through an opium haze. Each of their lives,
like Thoreau's, will be changed forever by the fire.
Henry David Thoreau was just a few days short of his
twenty-eighth birthday when he built a cabin on the shore
of Walden Pond and began one of the most famous
experiments in living in American history. Originally he
was not, apparently, intending to write a book about his
life at the pond, but nine years later, in August of 1854,
Houghton Mifflin's predecessor, Ticknor and Fields,
published Walden; or, a Life in the Woods. At the time
the book was largely ignored, and it took five years to
sell out the first printing of two thousand copies. It was
not until 1862, the year of Thoreau's death, that the book
was brought back into print. Since then It has never been
out of print. Published in hundreds of editions and
translated into virtually every modern language, it has
become one of the most widely read and influential
books ever written, not only in this country but
throughout the world. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt is proud
to present the most beautiful edition ever published of
Thoreau's masterpiece. This new edition features
spectacular color photographs by Scot Miller that capture
Walden as vividly as Thoreau's words do. The book is
being published in association with the Walden Woods
Project, which is dedicated to preserving the lands
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Thoreau wrote about. For each copy sold, Houghton
Mifflin and Scot Miller are making a donation to the
Walden Woods Project.
Henry David Thoreau dropped the gauntlet with Walden
in 1854, and it is more relevant than ever. To Live
Deliberately is our visual reimagining of Thoreau's most
well-known essay, Where I Lived and What I Lived For.
Accompanied by 30 illustrations, the essay challenges
the trappings of modern living and embraces an ascetic
rejection of the material and the trivial in exchange for a
reconnection with nature as a path toward self-discovery.
We judiciously edited Thoreau's essay to avoid any
unnecessarily confusing news references, and were
amazed to discover that not only does this manifesto
otherwise hold up, but it also feels surprisingly modern
and more relevant than ever. Thoreau's rejection of news
as largely gossip, and the obsession with travel and
railroads as idle self-indulgence, bear a sobering
resemblance to our modern preoccupation with social
media and internet surfing. In both instances, the
impulse to seek distraction is the same. The Obvious
State Classics Collection is an evolving series of visually
reimagined beloved works that speaks to contemporary
readers. The pocket-sized, collectable editions feature
the selected works of celebrated authors such as T. S.
Eliot, Edgar Allan Poe, Walt Whitman, Sara Teasdale
and Henry David Thoreau.
And all have at the very least the large, astringent force
of young genius.
Recounts the author's experiences in Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Maine, and Cape Cod and his
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observations on human nature
Walden first published as Walden; or, Life in the Woods)
is a book by transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau. The
text is a reflection upon simple living in natural
surroundings. The work is part personal declaration of
independence, social experiment, voyage of spiritual
discovery, satire, and-to some degree-a manual for selfreliance.First published in 1854, Walden details
Thoreau's experiences over the course of two years, two
months, and two days in a cabin he built near Walden
Pond amidst woodland owned by his friend and mentor
Ralph Waldo Emerson, near Concord, Massachusetts.
Thoreau used this time to write his first book, A Week on
the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. The experience later
inspired Walden, in which Thoreau compresses the time
into a single calendar year and uses passages of four
seasons to symbolize human development.
Thoreau's sojourn in the wilderness
Henry David Thoreau built his small cabin on Walden Pond in
1845 and, for two years, lived there as simply as possible,
eliminating the unnecessary material and spiritual details that
intrude upon human happiness. Thoreau described his
experiences in Walden, using vivid, forceful prose that
transforms his reflections on nature into richly evocative
metaphors. This beautiful illustrated edition brings a rarely
seen visual dimension to Thoreau's philosophical
masterpiece.
The Life of Henry David Thoreau by Henry Salt Stephens,
first published in 1890, is a rare manuscript, the original
residing in one of the great libraries of the world. This book is
a reproduction of that original, which has been scanned and
cleaned by state-of-the-art publishing tools for better
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readability and enhanced appreciation. Restoration Editors'
mission is to bring long out of print manuscripts back to life.
Some smudges, annotations or unclear text may still exist,
due to permanent damage to the original work. We believe
the literary significance of the text justifies offering this
reproduction, allowing a new generation to appreciate it.
In 1974 Charles W. Colson pleaded guilty to Watergaterelated offenses and, after a tumultuous investigation, served
seven months in prison. In his search for meaning and
purpose in the face of the Watergate scandal, Colson penned
Born Again. This unforgettable memoir shows a man who,
seeking fulfillment in success and power, found it,
paradoxically, in national disgrace and prison. In more than
three decades since its initial publication, Born Again has
brought hope and encouragement to millions. This
remarkable story of new life continues to influence lives
around the world. This expanded edition includes a brandnew introduction and a new epilogue by Colson, recounting
the writing of his bestselling book and detailing some of the
ways his background and ministry have brought hope and
encouragement to so many.
In Self-Reliance, Emerson expounds on the importance of
trusting your soul, as well as divine providence, to carve out a
life. A firm believer in nonconformity, Emerson celebrates the
individual and stresses the value of listening to the inner
voice unique to each of us?even when it defies society's
expectations. This new 2019 edition of Self-Reliance from
Logos Books includes The American Scholar, a stirring
speech of Emerson's, as well as footnotes and images
throughout.
Complete and unabridged paperback edition. Walden is a
book by transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau. The text is a
reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings. The work
is part personal declaration of independence, social
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experiment, voyage of spiritual discovery, satire, and--to
some degree--a manual for self-reliance. Via Wikipedia.
Part of John Muir's appeal to modern readers is that he not
only explored the American West and wrote about its
beauties but also fought for their preservation. His successes
dot the landscape and are evident in all the natural features
that bear his name: forests, lakes, trails, and glaciers. Here
collected are some of Muir's finest wilderness essays, ranging
in subject matter from Alaska to Yellowstone, from Oregon to
the High Sierra. This book is part of a series that celebrates
the tradition of literary naturalists—writers who embrace the
natural world as the setting for some of our most euphoric
and serious experiences. These books map the intimate
connections between the human and the natural world.
Literary naturalists transcend political boundaries, social
concerns, and historical milieus; they speak for what Henry
Beston called the “other nations” of the planet. Their
message acquires more weight and urgency as wild places
become increasingly scarce.
“When I wrote the following pages, or rather the bulk of them,
I lived alone, in the woods, a mile from any neighbor, in a
house which I had built myself, on the shore of Walden Pond,
in Concord, Massachusetts, and earned my living by the labor
of my hands only. I lived there two years and two months. At
present I am a sojourner in civilized life again. I should not
obtrude my affairs so much on the notice of my readers if very
particular inquiries had not been made by my townsmen
concerning my mode of life, which some would call
impertinent, though they do not appear to me at all
impertinent, but, considering the circumstances, very natural
and pertinent. Some have asked what I got to eat; if I did not
feel lonesome; if I was not afraid; and the like. Others have
been curious to learn what portion of my income I devoted to
charitable purposes; and some, who have large families, how
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many poor children I maintained. I will therefore ask those of
my readers who feel no particular interest in me to pardon me
if I undertake to answer some of these questions in this
book.” “Walden, or Life in the Woods” by Henry David
Thoreau is a reflection on simple living in natural
surroundings. Thoreau describes his experiences over the
course of two years in a cabin he built near Walden Pond in
Massachusetts. “Walden” is one of the most celebrated
works of American literature.

Waldenor Life in the WoodsBoD – Books on
Demand
“Live in each season as it passes; breathe the air,
drink the drink, taste the fruit, and resign yourself to
the influence of each.” Modernity rules our lives by
clock and calendar, dividing the stream of time into
units and coordinating every passing moment with
the universal globe. Henry David Thoreau subverted
both clock and calendar, using them not to regulate
time’s passing but to open up and explore its
presence. This little volume thus embodies, in small
compass, Thoreau’s own ambition to “live in
season”—to turn with the living sundial of the world,
and, by attuning ourselves to nature, to heal our
modern sense of discontinuity with our surroundings.
Ralph Waldo Emerson noted with awe that from
flowers alone, Thoreau could tell the calendar date
within two days; children remembered long into
adulthood how Thoreau showed them white
waterlilies awakening not by the face of a clock but
at the first touch of the sun. As Thoreau wrote in
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Walden, “Time is but the stream I go a-fishing in. I
drink at it; but while I drink I see the sandy bottom
and detect how shallow it is.” Drawn from the full
range of Thoreau’s journals and published writings,
and arranged according to season, The Daily Henry
David Thoreau allows us to discover the endless
variation and surprise to be found in the repetitions
of mundane cycles. Thoreau saw in the kernel of
each day an earth enchanted, one he honed into
sentences tuned with an artist’s eye and a
musician’s ear. Thoreau’s world lives on in his
writing so that we, too, may discover, even in a fallen
world, a beauty worth defending.
Henry David Thoreau built a log cabin in the
Concord Forest in Massachusetts in 1845. Thoreau
lived there for two years to try out an alternative to
the hectic and economically successful everyday life.
The reason: He wanted to consciously feel life in
harmony with nature again. The minimalist lifestyle
should create space and time for the essentials.
Thoreau kept a diary about his feelings and
experiences during his time in the forest. This book
arose from his notes. It deals with his everyday
problems, with economic and philosophical
considerations, with the feeling of loneliness, with
the animals of the forest, with the seasons and with
the reading of classical works.
Walden ( first published as Walden; or, Life in the
Woods) is a book by noted transcendentalist Henry
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David Thoreau. The text is a reflection upon simple
living in natural surroundings. The work is part
personal declaration of independence, social
experiment, voyage of spiritual discovery, satire, andto some degree-a manual for self-reliance.First
published in 1854, Walden details Thoreau's
experiences over the course of two years, two
months, and two days in a cabin he built near
Walden Pond, amidst woodland owned by his friend
and mentor Ralph Waldo Emerson, near Concord,
Massachusetts. Thoreau used this time to write his
first book, A Week on the Concord and Merrimack
Rivers. The experience later inspired Walden, in
which Thoreau compresses the time into a single
calendar year and uses passages of four seasons to
symbolize human development.By submersing
himself in nature, Thoreau hoped to gain a more
objective understanding of society through personal
introspection. Simple living and self-sufficiency were
Thoreau's other goals, and the whole project was
inspired by transcendentalist philosophy, a central
theme of the American Romantic Period.Thoreau
makes precise scientific observations of nature, as
well as metaphorical and poetic use of natural
phenomenon. He identifies many plants and animals
by both their popular and scientific names, records in
detail the color and clarity of different bodies of
water, precisely dates and describes the freezing
and thawing of the pond, and recounts his
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experiments to measure the depth and shape of the
bottom of the supposedly "bottomless" Walden
Pond............Henry David Thoreau (see name
pronunciation; July 12, 1817 - May 6, 1862) was an
American essayist, poet, philosopher, abolitionist,
naturalist, tax resister, development critic, surveyor,
and historian. A leading transcendentalist, Thoreau
is best known for his book Walden, a reflection upon
simple living in natural surroundings, and his essay
"Civil Disobedience" (originally published as
"Resistance to Civil Government"), an argument for
disobedience to an unjust state.Thoreau's books,
articles, essays, journals, and poetry amount to more
than 20 volumes. Among his lasting contributions are
his writings on natural history and philosophy, in
which he anticipated the methods and findings of
ecology and environmental history, two sources of
modern-day environmentalism. His literary style
interweaves close observation of nature, personal
experience, pointed rhetoric, symbolic meanings,
and historical lore, while displaying a poetic
sensibility, philosophical austerity, and Yankee
attention to practical detail.He was also deeply
interested in the idea of survival in the face of hostile
elements, historical change, and natural decay; at
the same time he advocated abandoning waste and
illusion in order to discover life's true essential
needs.He was a lifelong abolitionist, delivering
lectures that attacked the Fugitive Slave Law while
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praising the writings of Wendell Phillips and
defending the abolitionist John Brown. Thoreau's
philosophy of civil disobedience later influenced the
political thoughts and actions of such notable figures
as Leo Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi, and Martin Luther
King Jr.[citation needed]Thoreau is sometimes
referred to as an anarchist. Though "Civil
Disobedience" seems to call for improving rather
than abolishing government-"I ask for, not at once no
government, but at once a better government"the
direction of this improvement points toward
anarchism: "'That government is best which governs
not at all;' and when men are prepared for it, that will
be the kind of government which they will
have."................
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