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"Victor Golla has been the leading scholar of
California Indian languages for most of his
professional life, and this book shows why. His ability
to synthesize centuries of fieldwork and writings
while bringing forward new ideas and fresh ways of
looking at California’s famous linguistic diversity will
make this the primary text for anyone interested in
California languages."--Leanne Hinton, Professor
Emerita of Linguistics, University of California,
Berkeley and author of How to Keep Your Language
Alive “This book is a wonderful contribution that only
Golla could have written. It is a perfect confluence of
author and subject matter.”--Ives Goddard, Senior
Linguist, Emeritus, Smithsonian Institution "Golla is a
gifted polymath and California Indian Languages is
certainly his landmark achievement, required reading
for any linguist, archaeologist, ethnographer, or
historian interested in aboriginal California."--Robert
L. Bettinger, Professor of Anthropology, University of
California Davis and author of Hunter-Gatherer
Foraging "The preeminent figure in his field, Victor
Golla has written a masterpiece filled with treasures
for every audience: Indian communities working
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toward cultural and linguistic revival; general readers
interested in the many cultures of Native California;
and scholars in the fields of language, archaeology,
and prehistory. The information here is so detailed
that it supersedes all previous reference
works."--Andrew Garrett, Professor of Linguistics,
University of California Berkeley and Director,
Survey of California and Other Indian Languages
“This is a truly magnificent work, at once
authoritative, comprehensive, accessible to a wide
readership, and fascinating. Masterfully integrating
linguistic, archaeological, historical, and cultural
information, the author describes not just the
languages, but also the major figures in the story:
speakers, explorers, missionaries, and scholars. It is
beautifully written, a great pleasure to read, and
difficult to put down."--Marianne Mithun, author of
The Languages of Native North America
This monograph studies issues of current minimalist
concern, such as whether differences in the
expression of argument and syntactic structure can
all be attributed to the parameterization of specific
functional heads. In particular, this book studies indepth the extent to which variation in the expression
of causation, available both intra- and
crosslinguistically, can be accounted for by
appealing only to the microparameterization of the
causative head, Cause, as previously argued for by
linguists such as Pylkkänen. It concludes that the
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microparameterization of Cause may explain some
major characteristics associated with causatives, but
it cannot be regarded as the only explanation behind
variation in these structures. The book includes
relevant discussion on argument structure and looks
in detail at languages, such as the Uto-Aztecan
Hiaki, that have not received much attention before.
It is mostly intended for an audience interested in
theoretical approaches to argument structure and
variation.
Andrew Carnie’s bestselling textbook on syntax has
guided thousands of students through the discipline
of theoretical syntax; retaining its popularity due to
its combination of straightforward language,
comprehensive coverage, and numerous exercises.
In this third edition, topics have been updated, new
exercises added, and the online resources have
been expanded. Supported by expanded online
student and instructor resources, including extra
chapters on HPSG, LFG and time-saving materials
for lecturers, including problem sets, PowerPoint
slides, and an instructors’ manual Features new
chapters on ellipsis, auxiliaries, and nonconfigurational languages Covers topics including
phrase structure, the lexicon, Case theory,
movement, covert movement, locality conditions, VP
shells, and control Accompanied by a new optional
workbook, available separately, of sample problem
sets which are designed to give students greater
Page 3/26

Acces PDF Uto Aztecan Structural Temporal And
Geographic Perspectives Papers In Memory Of
Wick R Miller By The Friends Of Uto Aztecan
experience of analyzing syntactic structure
The Routledge Handbook of North American
Languages is a one-stop reference for linguists on
those topics that come up the most frequently in the
study of the languages of North America (including
Mexico). This handbook compiles a list of
contributors from across many different theories and
at different stages of their careers, all of whom are
well-known experts in North American languages.
The volume comprises two distinct parts: the first
surveys some of the phenomena most frequently
discussed in the study of North American languages,
and the second surveys some of the most frequently
discussed language families of North America. The
consistent goal of each contribution is to couch the
content of the chapter in contemporary theory so that
the information is maximally relevant and accessible
for a wide range of audiences, including graduate
students and young new scholars, and even senior
scholars who are looking for a crash course in the
topics. Empirically driven chapters provide
fundamental knowledge needed to participate in
contemporary theoretical discussions of these
languages, making this handbook an indispensable
resource for linguistics scholars.
The contributions making up this volume in honor of
Eloise Jelinek are written from a formalist
perspective that deals with stereotypically
functionalist questions about language. Jelinek's
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pioneering work in formalist syntax has shown that
autonomous syntax need not exist in a vacuum. Her
work has highlighted the importance of incorporating
the effects of discourse and information structure on
the syntactic representation. This book aims to
invoke Jelinek's work either in substance or spirit.
The focus is on Jelinek's influential Pronominal
Argument Hypothesis as an "non-configurational"
language; the influence of discourse-related
interface phenomena on syntactic structure; the
syntactic analysis of the grammaticalization;
interactions between morphology, phonology and
phonetics; and foundational issues about the link
between formal grammar and function of language,
as well as the methodological issues underlying the
different approaches to linguistics.
"This book brings together a tremendous number of
historical sources to paint a picture of the Opatas, a
group that has been largely neglected in academic
literature. It should serve as a key historical
reference to fellow scholars as well as the general
reader."---Kirstin Erickson, Author or Yaqut
Homeland and Homeplace: the Everyday Production
of Ethnic Identity In 1600 they were the largest, most
technologically advanced indigenous group in
northwest Mexico, but today, though their
descendants presumably live on in Sonora, almost
no one claims descent from the Opatas. The Opatas
seem to have "disappeared" as an ethnic group,
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their languages forgotten except for the names of the
towns, plants, and geography of the Opateria, where
they lived.
Capitalizing on the by now widely accepted idea of
the construction-specific and language-specific
nature of grammatical relations, the editors of the
volume developed a modern framework for
systematically capturing all sorts of variations in
grammatical relations. The central concepts of this
framework are the notions of argument role and its
referential properties, argument selector, as well as
various conditions on argument selections. The
contributors of the volume applied this framework in
their descriptions of grammatical relations in
individual languages and discussed its limitations
and advantages. This resulted in a coherent
description of grammatical relations in thirteen
genealogically and geographically diverse languages
based on original and extensive fieldwork on underdescribed languages. The volume presents a far
more detailed picture of the diversity of argument
selectors and effects of predicates, referential
properties of arguments, as well as of various
clausal conditions on grammatical relations than
previously published grammatical descriptions.
This edited collection presents two sets of
interdisciplinary conversations connecting
theoretical, methodological, and ideological issues in
the study of language. In the first section,
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Approaches to the study of the indigenous
languages of the Americas, the authors connect
historical, theoretical, and documentary linguistics to
examine the crucial role of endangered language
data for the development of biopsychological theory
and to highlight how methodological decisions
impact language revitalization efforts. Section two,
Approaches to the study of voices and ideologies,
connects anthropological and documentary
linguistics to examine how discourses of language
contact, endangerment, linguistic purism and racism
shape scholarly practice and language policy and to
underscore the need for linguists and laypersons
alike to acquire the analytical tools to deconstruct
discourses of inequality. Together, these chapters
pay homage to the scholarship of Jane H. Hill,
demonstrating how a critical, interdisciplinary
linguistics narrows the gap between disparate fields
of analysis to treat the ecology of language in its
entirety.
In one of the most thorough studies ever prepared of
a California language, Hill’s grammar reviews the
phonology, morphology, syntax and discourse
features of Cupeño, a Uto-Aztecan (takic) language
of California. Cupeño exhibits many unusual
typological features, including split ergativity, that
require linguists to revise our understanding of the
development of the Uto-Aztecan family of languages
in historical and areal perspective.
Page 7/26

Acces PDF Uto Aztecan Structural Temporal And
Geographic Perspectives Papers In Memory Of
Wick R Miller By The Friends Of Uto Aztecan
Traditionally, etymology is concerned with the study
of lexical items. However, in this book etymology is
understood more generally as a research approach
concerned with the question of how a particular word
or structure came into existence. As a result,
etymology can investigate the origin of words (lexical
etymology) but also structural elements, such as
morphemes and constructions (structural
etymology). This pioneer volume assembles thirteen
etymological studies over a broad range of
languages, ranging from Europe to Australia and the
Pacific, focusing in particular on Australian
Indigenous languages. The phenomena investigated
in the contributions comprise the origin of Australian
Indigenous place names and kinship terms,
constructions and word histories in Oceanic
languages, typological investigations as well as
papers on the methodology of etymological
research. This volume is intended for a scholarly
audience including intermediate and advanced
university students with an interest in historical
linguistic, especially in etymology, but also
semantics, toponymy and language contact.
For several reasons, mostly inherent to the different
developments of generative grammar, an increasing
number of publications have dealt with reduplication
in the past 20 years. Reduplication lends itself
perfectly as a test field for theories that opt for a nonsegmental organization of phonology and
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morphology. As it happens frequently, then, the
discussion centers around a rather small set of data
for which alternative analysis are offered, and which
themselves are intended to contribute to the
foundation of new theoretical developments. The
present volume (which goes back to a conference on
reduplication at the University of Graz, Austria) offers
a broader approach to reduplication not only from
different theoretical viewpoints, but especially for its
phenomenology. Across theories a number of highly
qualified authors deal with formal and functional
perspectives, with typological properties, with
semantics, comparative issues, the role of
reduplication in language acquisition, the acquisition
of reduplicative systems, sign languages, creoles
and pidgins, general grammatical and cognitive
principles; the picture is completed by a series of
language or language-family specific studies as on
Uto-Aztecan, Salish, Tupi-Guarani, Moroccan and
Cairene Arabic, various African languages, Chinese,
Turkish, Indo-European, languages from India, etc.
The overall scope of the conference was to
contribute to a new level of discussion of the
phenomenon, across theories and across
specializations and interests. Update on
Contributor's addresses (PDF)
This cross-disciplinary volume provides an overview
of how complexity theory and the tools of statistical
mechanics can be applied to linguistic problems to
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help reveal language groups, and to model the
evolution and competition of languages in space and
time. Illustrated with a series of case studies and
worked examples, it presents an interdisciplinary
framework to enable researchers from the
mathematical, physical and social sciences to
collaborate on linguistic problems. It demonstrates
the complexity of linguistic databases and provides a
mathematical toolkit for analyzing and extracting
useful information from them - helping to
conceptualize empirical facts better than a mere
ethnographic view. Providing an important bridge to
facilitate collaboration between linguists and
mathematical modelers, this book will stimulate new
ideas and avenues for research, and will form a
valuable resource for advanced students and
academics working across complex systems,
sociolinguistics, and language dynamics.
This landmark publication in comparative linguistics
is the first comprehensive work to address the
general issue of what kinds of words tend to be
borrowed from other languages. The authors have
assembled a unique database of over 70,000 words
from 40 languages from around the world, 18,000 of
which are loanwords. This database (http:
//loanwords.info) allows the authors to make
empirically founded generalizations about general
tendencies of word exchange among languages.
Typological hierarchies are widely perceived as one
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of the most important results of research on
language universals and linguistic diversity.
Explanations for typological hierarchies, however,
are usually based on the synchronic properties of the
patterns described by individual hierarchies, not the
actual diachronic processes that give rise to these
patterns cross-linguistically. This book aims to
explore in what ways the investigation of such
processes can further our understanding of
typological hierarchies. To this end, diachronic
evidence about the origins of several phenomena
described by typological hierarchies is discussed for
several languages by a number of leading scholars
in typology, historical linguistics, and language
documentation. This evidence suggests a rethinking
of possible explanations for typological hierarchies,
as well as the very notion of typological universals in
general. For this reason, the book will be of interest
not only to the broad typological community, but also
historical linguists, cognitive linguists, and
psycholinguists.
Language-contact phenomena in Mesoamerica and
adjacent regions present an exciting field for
research that has the potential to significantly
contribute to our understanding of language contact
and the role that it plays in language change. This
volume presents and analyzes fresh empirical data
from living and/or extinct Mesoamerican languages
(from the Mayan, Uto-Aztecan, Totonac-Tepehuan
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and Otomanguean groups), neighboring nonMesoamerican languages (Apachean, Arawakan,
Andean languages), as well as Spanish. Languagecontact effects in these diverse languages and
language groups are typically analyzed by different
subfields of linguistics that do not necessarily
interact with one another. It is hoped that this
volume, which contains works from different
scholarly traditions that represent a variety of
approaches to the study of language contact, will
contribute to the lessening of this
compartmentalization. The volume is relevant to
researchers of language contact and contactinduced change and to anyone interested both in the
historical development and present features of
indigenous languages of the Americas and Latin
American Spanish.
Before the first appearance of the Atlas of the
World's Languages in 1993, all the world's
languages had never been accurately and
completely mapped. The Atlas depicts the location of
every known living language, including languages on
the point of extinction. This fully revised edition of the
Atlas offers: up-to-date research, some from
fieldwork in early 2006 a general linguistic history of
each section an overview of the genetic relations of
the languages in each section statistical and
sociolinguistic information a large number of new or
completely updated maps further reading and a
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bibliography for each section a cross-referenced
language index of over 6,000 languages. Presenting
contributions from international scholars, covering
over 6,000 languages and containing over 150 fullcolour maps, the Atlas of the World's Languages is
the definitive reference resource for every linguistic
and reference library.
Offers a linguistic window into contemporary huntergatherer societies, looking at how they survive and
interface with agricultural and industrial societies.
Although in the early days of generative linguistics
Slovenian was rarely called on in the development of
theoretical models, the attention it gets has
subsequently grown, so that by now it has
contributed to generative linguistics a fair share of
theoretically important data. With 13 chapters that all
build on Slovenian data, this book sets a new
milestone. The topics discussed in the volume range
from Slovenian clitics, which are called on to shed
new light on the intriguing Person-Case Constraint
and to provide part of the evidence for a new
generalization relating the presence of the definite
article and Wackernagel clitics, to functional
elements such as the future auxiliary and possibility
modals, the latter of which are discussed also from
the perspective of language change. Even within the
relatively well-researched topics like wh-movement,
new findings are presented, both in relation to the
structure of the left periphery and to the syntax of
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relative clauses.
In part I of this volume, experts on various language
areas provide surveys of word stress/accent systems
of as many languages in 'their' part of the world as
they could lay their hands on. No preconditions
(theoretical or otherwise) were set, but the authors
were encouraged to use the StressTyp data in their
chapters. Australian Languages (Rob Goedemans),
Austronesian Languages (Ellen van Zanten, Ruben
Stoel and Bert Remijsen), Papuan Languages (Ellen
van Zanten and Philomena Dol), North American
Languages (Keren Rice), South American
Languages (Sergio Meira and Leo Wetzels), African
Languages (Laura Downing), European Languages
(Harry van der Hulst), Asian Languages (Harry van
der Hulst and René Schiering), Middle Eastern
Languages (Harry van der Hulst and Sam Hellmuth).
There is an introductory chapter (Chapter 1) that will
provide the reader with elementary terminology and
theoretical tools to understand the variety of
accentual systems that will be discussed in the
subsequent chapters of this book. Chapter 2 has a
double function. It presents an overview of stress
patterns in Australian languages, but at the same
time it is intended to (re-)familiarize readers with the
coding, terminology and theoretical ideas of the
StressTyp database. Chapter 11 presents statistical
and typological information from the StressTyp
database. Part II of this volume contains 'language
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profiles' which are, for each of the 511 languages
contained in StressTyp (in 2009), extracts from the
information that is contained in the database. This
volume will be of interest to people in the field of
theoretical phonology and language typology. It will
function as a reference work for these groups of
researchers, but also, more generally, for people
working on syntax and other fields of linguistics, who
might wish to know certain basic facts about the
distribution of word accent systems
Patterns of relative clause formation tend to vary
according to the typological properties of a language.
Highly polysynthetic languages tend to have fully
nominalized relative clauses and no relative
pronouns, while other typologically diverse
languages tend to have relative clauses which are
similar to main or independent clauses. Languages
of the Americas, with their rich genetic diversity,
have all been under the influence of European
languages, whether Spanish, English or Portuguese,
a situation that may be expected to have influenced
their grammatical patterns. The present volume
focuses on two tasks: The first deals with the
discussion of functional principles related to relative
clause formation: diachrony and paths of
grammaticalization, simplicity vs. complexity, and
formalization of rules to capture semantic-syntactic
correlations. The second provides a typological
overview of relative clauses in nine different
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languages going from north to south in the Americas.
This work is the culmination of an eighteen-year
collaboration between Ken Hale and Samuel Jay
Keyser on the study of the syntax of lexical items. It
examines the hypothesis that the behavior of lexical
items may be explained in terms of a very small
number of very simple principles. In particular, a
lexical item is assumed to project a syntactic
configuration defined over just two relations,
complement and specifier, where these
configurations are constrained to preclude iteration
and to permit only binary branching. The work
examines this hypothesis by methodically looking at
a variety of constructions in English and other
languages.
Earlier empirical studies on valency have looked at
the phenomenon either in individual languages or a
small range of languages, or have concerned
themselves with only small subparts of valency (e.g.
transitivity, ditransitive constructions), leaving a
lacuna that the present volume aims to fill by
considering a wide range of valency phenomena
across 30 languages from different parts of the
world. The individual-language studies, each written
by a specialist or group of specialists on that
language and covering both valency patterns and
valency alternations, are based on a questionnaire
(reproduced in the volume) and an on-line freely
accessible database, thus guaranteeing
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comparability of cross-linguistic results. In addition,
introductory chapters provide the background to the
project and discuss its main characteristics and
selected results, while a series of featured articles by
leading scholars who helped shape the field provide
an outside perspective on the volume’s approach.
The volume is essential reading for anyone
interested in valency and argument structure,
irrespective of theoretical persuasion, and will serve
as a model for future descriptive studies of valency
in individual languages.
Review text: "A volume which has indeed presented
a rich picture of the role of linguistic evidence in the
contemporary, especially generative, study of
language."Gerard Steen in: Functions of Language
1/2007.
Uto-AztecanStructural, Temporal, and Geographic
Perspectives : Papers in Memory of Wick R. Miller
by the Friends of Uto-AztecanUSONUto-aztecan
Structural, Temporal and Geographic
PerspectivesUsonStudies on ReduplicationWalter de
Gruyter
"One of the most complete collections of essays on
U.S.-Mexico border studies"--Provided by publisher.
In the Americas, both indigenous and postcolonial
languages today bear witness of massive changes that
have taken place since the colonial era. However, a
unified approach to languages from different colonial
areas is still missing. The present volume studies
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varieties
that
emerged
changing
linguistic and sociolinguistic conditions in different
settings across the Americas. The studies cover
indigenous languages that are undergoing lexical and
grammatical change due to the presence of colonial
languages and the emergence of new dialects and
creoles due to contact. The contributions showcase the
diversity of approaches to tackle fundamental questions
regarding the processes triggered by language contact
as well as the wide range of outcomes contact has had
in postcolonial settings. The volume adds to the
documentation of the linguistic properties of postcolonial
language varieties in a socio-historically informed
framework. It explores the complex dynamics of extralinguistic factors that brought about the processes of
language change in them and contributes to a better
understanding of the determinant factors that lead to the
emergence and evolution of such codes.
Native Studies Keywords explores selected concepts in
Native studies and the words commonly used to describe
them, words whose meanings have been insufficiently
examined. This edited volume focuses on the following
eight concepts: sovereignty, land, indigeneity, nation,
blood, tradition, colonialism, and indigenous knowledge.
Each section includes three or four essays and provides
definitions, meanings, and significance to the concept,
lending a historical, social, and political context. Take
sovereignty, for example. The word has served as the
battle cry for social justice in Indian Country. But what is
the meaning of sovereignty? Native peoples with diverse
political beliefs all might say they support
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sovereignty—without
understanding
meaning and
implications packed in the word. The field of Native
studies is filled with many such words whose meanings
are presumed, rather than articulated or debated.
Consequently, the foundational terms within Native
studies always have multiple and conflicting meanings.
These terms carry the colonial baggage that has accrued
from centuries of contested words. Native Studies
Keywords is a genealogical project that looks at the
history of words that claim to have no history. It is the
first book to examine the foundational concepts of Native
American studies, offering multiple perspectives and
opening a critical new conversation.
This monograph addresses morphology and its
interfaces with phonology and syntax by examining
comparative data from the Uto-Aztecan language family,
and analyses involving reduplication as well as noun
incorporation and related derivational morphology are
provided within the framework of Distributed Morphology.
Reduplication is treated by analyzing reduplicative
morphemes (reduplicants) as morphological pieces
(Vocabulary Items) inserted into syntactic slots at
Morphological Structure. Noun incorporation
constructions are analyzed as involving either
incorporation (head movement in syntax, a la Baker
1988), or conflation, involving direct merger of a nominal
root into verbal position (a la Hale and Keyser 2002). It is
argued that denominal verb constructions should be
treated as a sub-case of NI, as in Hale and Keyser
(1993). Finally, the historical development of the
polysynthesis parameter in Nahuatl is discussed, and a
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reconstruction
likely
stages Of
of development,
of which is attested elsewhere in the family, is presented.
The Colorado River region looms large in the history of
the American West, vitally important in the designs and
dreams of Euro-Americans since the first Spanish
journey up the river in the sixteenth century. But as
Zappia argues in this expansive study, the Colorado
River basin must be understood first as home to a
complex Indigenous world. Zappia shows how this world
pulsated throughout the centuries before and after
Spanish contact, solidifying to create an autonomous,
interethnic Indigenous space that expanded and adapted
to an ever-encroaching global market economy.
In The Everyday Language of White Racism, Jane H. Hill
provides an incisive analysis of everyday language to
reveal the underlying racist stereotypes that continue to
circulate in American culture. provides a detailed
background on the theory of race and racism reveals
how racializing discourse—talk and text that produces
and reproduces ideas about races and assigns people to
them—facilitates a victim-blaming logic integrates a broad
and interdisciplinary range of literature from sociology,
social psychology, justice studies, critical legal studies,
philosophy, literature, and other disciplines that have
studied racism, as well as material from anthropology
and sociolinguistics Part of the Blackwell Studies in
Discourse and Culture Series
Laack’s study presents an innovative interpretation of
Aztec religion and art of writing. She explores the Nahua
sense of reality from the perspective of the aesthetics of
religion and analyzes Indigenous semiotics and
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writing.
The Handbook of Descriptive Linguistic Fieldwork is the
most comprehensive reference on linguistic fieldwork on
the market bringing together all the reader needs to carry
out successful linguistic fieldwork. Based on the
experiences of two veteran linguistic fieldworkers and
advice from more than a twenty active fieldwork
researchers, this handbook provides an encyclopedic
review of current publications on linguistic fieldwork and
surveys past and present approaches and solutions to
problems in the field, and the historical, political, and
social variables correlating with fieldwork in different
areas of the world. The discussion of the ethical
dimensions of fieldwork, as well as what constitutes the
“typical” linguistic fieldwork setting or consultant is
explored from multiple perspectives relevant to fieldwork
on every continent. Included is information omitted in
most other texts on the subject such as the collection,
representation, management, and methods of extracting
grammatical information from discourse and
conversational data as well as the relationship between
questionnaire-based elicitation, text-based elicitation,
and philology, and the need for combinations of these
methods. The book is useful before, during and after
linguistic field trips since it provides extensive practical
macro and micro organization and planning fieldwork tips
as well as a handy sketch of major typological features
for use in linguistic analysis. Comprehensive references
are provided at the end of each chapter as resources
relevant to the reader's particular interests.

This book offers a new approach to the use of
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linguistic data to reconstruct prehistory. The author
shows how a well-studied language family—in this
case Uto-Aztecan—can be used as an instrument for
reconstructing prehistory. The main focus of Shaul’s
work is the mapping of Uto-Aztecan. By presenting
various models of Uto-Aztecan prehistory, by
assessing multiple models simultaneously, and by
guiding readers through areas where the evidence is
not so clear, Shaul helps nonspecialists develop the
tools needed for evaluating various historical
linguistics models themselves. He evaluates both
archaeological and genetic evidence as well, placing
it carefully alongside the linguistic evidence he
knows best. Shaul’s thorough treatment provides
many new avenues for future research on the
historical anthropology of western North America.
Bibliographie Linguistique/ Linguistic Bibliography is
the annual bibliography of linguistics published by
the Permanent International Committee of Linguists
under the auspices of the International Council of
Philosophy and Humanistic Studies of UNESCO.
With a tradition of more than fifty years (the first two
volumes, covering the years 1939-1947, were
published in 1949-1950), Bibliographie Linguistique
is by far the most comprehensive bibliography in the
field. It covers all branches of linguistics, both
theoretical and descriptive, from all geographical
areas, including less known and extinct languages,
with particular attention to the many endangered
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languages of the world. Up-to-date information is
guaranteed by the collaboration of some forty
contributing specialists from all over the world. With
over 20,000 titles arranged according to a detailed
state-of-the-art classification, Bibliographie
Linguistique remains the standard reference book for
every scholar of language and linguistics.
The study of the interaction between syntax and
information structure has attracted a great deal of
attention since the publication of foundational works
on this subject such as Enric Vallduví's (1992) The
Informational Component and Knud Lambrecht's
(1994) Information Structure and Sentence Form.
The book inserts itself in this contemporary interest
by providing a collection of articles on different
aspects of the syntax-pragmatics interface in the
indigenous languages of The Americas. The first
chapter provides a brief introduction of the some of
the basic descriptive issues addressed in them, and
of some of the theoretical tools that have been
developed to analyze them. The reader finds articles
that focus mostly on empirical issues, while others
are mostly oriented to theoretical issues. Diverse
theoretical approaches are addressed, including
Minimalism, Optimality-theoretic syntax, and
Meaning-Text Theory. The volume includes articles
on the following topics: the grammatical means to
encode pragmatic notions in Tariana (A.
Aikhenvald); the relation between clause structure
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and information structure in Lushootseed (D. Beck);
the split distribution of null subjects in Shipibo (J.
Camacho and J. Elías-Ulloa); the syntactic structure
of left-peripheral discourse-related functions in
Kuikuro (B. Franchetto and M. Santos), an
agglutinative and head final language; word order
and focus patterns in Yaqui (L. Guerrero and V.
Belloro); SVO and topicalization in Yucatec Maya (R.
Gutiérrez-Bravo and J. Monforte); the structure of
the left-periphery in Karaja (Maia) and the interaction
between the wh-words and polarity sensitivity in
Southern Quechua (L. Sánchez).
Languages and Dialects in the U.S. is a concise
introduction to linguistic diversity in the U.S. for
students with little to no background in linguistics.
The goal of the editors of this collection of fourteen
chapters, written by leading experts on the language
varieties discussed, is to offer students detailed
insight into the languages they speak or hear around
them, grounded in comprehensive coverage of the
linguistic systems underpinning them. The book
begins with "setting the stage" chapters, introducing
the sociocultural context of the languages and
dialects featured in the book. The remaining
chapters are each devoted to particular U.S. dialects
and varieties of American English, each with
problem sets and suggested further readings to
reinforce basic concepts and new linguistic
terminology and to encourage further study of the
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languages and dialects covered. By presenting
students with both the linguistic and social, cultural,
and political foundations of these particular dialects
and variations of English, Languages and Dialects in
the U.S. is the ideal text for students interested in
linguistic diversity in the U.S., in introductory courses
in sociolinguistics, language and culture, and
language variation and change.
In the last few years a lively discussion on
information packaging has arisen, where traditional
dichotomies Theme/Rheme, Topic/Comment and
Focus/Background have been taken up again and
partly reinterpreted. The discussion is mainly being
held in syntax, but also in the fields of semantics and
pragmatics. Some remarkable progress has been
made especially in Focus phonology. Even if the role
of information conveying and information packaging
in the Indoeuropean languages was hinted at as
early as in the classical studies of the
Neogrammarians, this field has remained neglected
in today's historical linguistics. This volume tries to
partly cover this lack with a sample of papers which
offer a various range of new empirical data analyzed
from the point of view of information structure. The
novelty of the papers consists in the modern
theoretical perspective from which the data are
analyzed and in the various phenomena considered,
which range from the rise of clitic elements to word
order change and verb movement. Editorial board
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Dr. habil. Kai Alter (Newcastle University Medical
School) Prof. Dr. Ulrike Demske (Universität des
Saarlandes) Prof. Dr. Ewald Lang (HumboldtUniversität zu Berlin) Prof. Dr. Rosemarie Lühr
(Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena) Prof. Dr.
Thomas Pechmann (Universität Leipzig) Prof. em.
Dr. Anita Steube (Universität Leipzig)
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