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Worlds Strangest Brains
Does drinking really kill brain cells? Does listening to Mozart make your baby smarter?
For all the mileage we've gotten from our own brains, most of us have essentially no
idea how they work. We're easily susceptible to myths (like the "fact" that we use only
10% of our brains) and misconceptions (like the ones perpetrated by most Hollywood
movies), probably because we've never known where to turn for the truth. But
neurologists Sandra Aamodt and Sam Wang are glad to help. In this funny, accessible
book, we get a guided tour of our own minds, what they're made of, how they work, and
how they can go wrong. Along the way, we get a host of diagrams, quizzes, and
"cocktail party tips" that shed light on the questions we nag each other about. (Can a
head injury make you forget your own name? Are dolphins smarter than chimpanzees?)
Fun and surprisingly engrossing, Welcome to Your Brain shows you how your brain
works, and how you can make it work better.
"When a story captures the imagination of millions, that's magic. Can you qualify
magic? Archer and Jockers just may have done so."—Sylvia Day, New York Times
bestselling author Ask most people about massive success in the world of fiction, and
you’ll typically hear that it’s a game of hazy crystal balls. The sales figures of E. L.
James or Dan Brown seem to be freakish—random occurrences in an unknowable
market. But what if there were an algorithm that could reveal a secret DNA of
bestsellers, regardless of their genre? What if it knew, just from analyzing the words
alone, not just why genre writers like John Grisham and Danielle Steel belong on the
lists, but also that authors such as Junot Diaz, Jodi Picoult, and Donna Tartt had telltale
signs of success all over their pages? Thanks to Jodie Archer and Matthew Jockers,
the algorithm exists, the code has been cracked, and the results bring fresh new
insights into how fiction works and why we read. The Bestseller Code offers a new
theory for why Fifty Shades of Grey sold so well. It sheds light on the current craze for
dark heroines. It reveals which themes tend to sell best. And all with fascinating
supporting data taken from a five-year study of twenty thousand novels. Then there is
the hunt for "the one"—the paradigmatic example of bestselling writing according to a
computer's analysis of thousands of points of data. The result is surprising, a bit ironic,
and delightfully unorthodox. This book explains groundbreaking text-mining research in
accessible terms and offers a new perspective on the New York Times bestseller list.
It's a big-idea book about the relationship between creativity and technology that will be
provocative to anyone interested in how analytics have already transformed the worlds
of finance, medicine, and sports. But at heart it is a celebration of books for readers and
writers—a compelling investigation into how successful writing works, and a fresh take
on our intellectual and emotional response to stories.
The incredible true story of a boy who is changing the world through kindness . . . one
bunny at a time. Meet Caleb Smith: a young man who, at age 8, decided to follow his
dream to train endangered and rescued rabbits to become therapy animals. Today,
16-year-old Caleb is an entrepreneur who owns and operates a private 22-acre
Mississippi River sanctuary called Peacebunny Island. The deal is simple: he saves the
rabbits, and they help save us. Driven by an unbreakable desire to spread kindness
and compassion, Caleb’s adventures include: Founding a program of therapy rabbits
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who visit with veterans, senior citizens, families with special needs, and much more
Embarking on a quest along the Mississippi River to develop the site that would
become Peacebunny Island Overcoming challenges and obstacles along the way, while
never giving up Becoming an advocate for animal rescue, comfort animal training, and
endangered species preservation Inspiring hope and possibility in the next generation
of young people. Readers who love animal stories like We Bought a Zoo, Watership
Down, and Marley & Me will treasure Peacebunny Island—an unforgettable journey of
determination and faith destined to touch hearts around the world.
'Space is big. Really big. You just won't believe how vastly, hugely, mind-bogglingly big
it is. I mean, you may think it's a long way down the street to the chemist, but that's just
peanuts to space.' Douglas Adams, Hitch-hiker's Guide to the Galaxy We human
beings have trouble with infinity - yet infinity is a surprisingly human subject.
Philosophers and mathematicians have gone mad contemplating its nature and
complexity - yet it is a concept routinely used by schoolchildren. Exploring the infinite is
a journey into paradox. Here is a quantity that turns arithmetic on its head, making it
feasible that 1 = 0. Here is a concept that enables us to cram as many extra guests as
we like into an already full hotel. Most bizarrely of all, it is quite easy to show that there
must be something bigger than infinity - when it surely should be the biggest thing that
could possibly be. Brian Clegg takes us on a fascinating tour of that borderland
between the extremely large and the ultimate that takes us from Archimedes, counting
the grains of sand that would fill the universe, to the latest theories on the physical
reality of the infinite. Full of unexpected delights, whether St Augustine contemplating
the nature of creation, Newton and Leibniz battling over ownership of calculus, or
Cantor struggling to publicise his vision of the transfinite, infinity's fascination is in the
way it brings together the everyday and the extraordinary, prosaic daily life and the
esoteric. Whether your interest in infinity is mathematical, philosophical, spiritual or just
plain curious, this accessible book offers a stimulating and entertaining read.
The basis of the 2014 award-winning feature-length documentary! A revealing and
dramatic look at the inside of the American Space Program from one of its pioneers.
Eugene Cernan was a unique American who came of age as an astronaut during the
most exciting and dangerous decade of spaceflight. His career spanned the entire
Gemini and Apollo programs, from being the first person to spacewalk all the way
around our world to the moment when he left man's last footprint on the Moon as
commander of Apollo 17. Between those two historic events lay more adventures than
an ordinary person could imagine as Cernan repeatedly put his life, his family and
everything he held dear on the altar of an obsessive desire. Written with New York
Times bestselling author Don Davis, The Last Man on the Moon is the astronaut story
never before told - about the fear, love and sacrifice demanded of the few men who
dared to reach beyond the heavens for the biggest prize of all - the Moon.
A top neurologist explains the difficulty of diagnosing brain diseases through such
cases as a college quarterback who keeps calling the same play and a salesman who
continuously drives around a traffic circle.
Bring out the groans with Really Bad Dad Jokes! Do you enjoy making puns about the
most random things you can think of? Do you enjoy inducing embarrassment and eyerolling from your family? Do you often crack yourself up with your own jokes? Then
Really Bad Dad Jokes is for you! In this follow-up to Dad Jokes, you’ll find a multitude
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of the ultimate dad jokes, such as: If prisoners could take their own mug shots, would
they be called cellfies? Dogs can’t operate MRI machines. . . but catscan! What did
one plate say to the other? “Lunch is on me!” What does a martial arts expert drink?
Kara-tea And many, many more! With over 400 unbearably funny puns, quips, and oneliners, Really Bad Dad Jokes is your secret to mastering one of the most groanworthy
arts of being a dad.
A Nobel Prize–winning neuroscientist’s probing investigation of what brain disorders
can tell us about human nature Eric R. Kandel, the winner of the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine for his foundational research into memory storage in the brain,
is one of the pioneers of modern brain science. His work continues to shape our
understanding of how learning and memory work and to break down age-old barriers
between the sciences and the arts. In his seminal new book, The Disordered Mind,
Kandel draws on a lifetime of pathbreaking research and the work of many other
leading neuroscientists to take us on an unusual tour of the brain. He confronts one of
the most difficult questions we face: How does our mind, our individual sense of self,
emerge from the physical matter of the brain? The brain’s 86 billion neurons
communicate with one another through very precise connections. But sometimes those
connections are disrupted. The brain processes that give rise to our mind can become
disordered, resulting in diseases such as autism, depression, schizophrenia,
Parkinson’s, addiction, and post-traumatic stress disorder. While these disruptions
bring great suffering, they can also reveal the mysteries of how the brain produces our
most fundamental experiences and capabilities—the very nature of what it means to be
human. Studies of autism illuminate the neurological foundations of our social instincts;
research into depression offers important insights on emotions and the integrity of the
self; and paradigm-shifting work on addiction has led to a new understanding of the
relationship between pleasure and willpower. By studying disruptions to typical brain
functioning and exploring their potential treatments, we will deepen our understanding
of thought, feeling, behavior, memory, and creativity. Only then can we grapple with the
big question of how billions of neurons generate consciousness itself.
Amy had ambitious plans for college and a Broadway career, until her stomach
exploded the week before her senior prom. Months later, she awoke from a coma to
learn that she might never be able to eat or drink again. With determination,
imagination, relentless resilience, and an inner "hunger" for life, Amy created a
roadmap where none existed.

It starts like any other day for Jess. Get up, draw on eyeliner, cover up tattoos,
and head to school. But soon it's clear that this is no ordinary day, because
Jess's best friend, Eden, isn't at school . . . she's gone missing. Jess knows she
must do everything in her power to find Eden. Before the unthinkable happens.
So Jess decides to retrace the life-changing summer she and Eden have just
spent together. But looking back means digging up all their buried secrets, and
she soon begins to question everything she thought the summer had been about,
and everything she thought she knew about her best friend . . . A tense and
moving journey through friendship, loss, betrayal, and self-discovery, Eden
Summer, will plunge its way into your heart and stay there forever.
From award-winning author Deborah Heiligman comes Torpedoed, a true
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account of the attack and sinking of the passenger ship SS City of Benares,
which was evacuating children from England during WWII. Amid the constant rain
of German bombs and the escalating violence of World War II, British parents by
the thousands chose to send their children out of the country: the wealthy,
independently; the poor, through a government relocation program called CORB.
In September 1940, passenger liner SS City of Benares set sail for Canada with
one hundred children on board. When the war ships escorting the Benares
departed, a German submarine torpedoed what became known as the Children's
Ship. Out of tragedy, ordinary people became heroes. This is their story. This title
has Common Core connections.
The moving story of her own search for God by the highly-acclaimed author of
the bestselling A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity
and Islam; The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism; and Islam: A Short
History. In 1969, after seven years as a Roman Catholic nun -- hoping, but
ultimately failing, to find God -- Armstrong left her convent. She knew almost
nothing of the changed world she was entering, and she was tormented by panic
attacks and inexplicable seizures. Her struggle against despair was fueled by a
string of discouragements -- failed spirituality, doctorate and jobs, fruitless
dealings with psychiatrists -- but finally, in 1976, she was diagnosed with epilepsy
and given proper treatment. She then began the writing career that would
become her true calling, and as she focused on the sacred texts of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam, her own true inner story began to emerge. She would
come to experience brief moments of transcendence through her work -- the
profound fulfillment that she had not found in the long hours of prayer as a young
nun. Powerfully engaging, often heart-breaking, but lit with bursts of humour, The
Spiral Staircase is an extraordinary history of self.
An Amazon Best Nonfiction Book of the Month Indiebound Bestseller Awardwinning science writer Helen Thomson unlocks the biggest mysteries of the
human brain by examining nine extraordinary cases Our brains are far stranger
than we think. We take it for granted that we can remember, feel emotion,
navigate, empathise and understand the world around us, but how would our
lives change if these abilities were dramatically enhanced – or disappeared
overnight? Helen Thomson has spent years travelling the world, tracking down
incredibly rare brain disorders. In Unthinkable she tells the stories of nine
extraordinary people she encountered along the way. From the man who thinks
he's a tiger to the doctor who feels the pain of others just by looking at them to a
woman who hears music that’s not there, their experiences illustrate how the
brain can shape our lives in unexpected and, in some cases, brilliant and
alarming ways. Story by remarkable story, Unthinkable takes us on an
unforgettable journey through the human brain. Discover how to forge memories
that never disappear, how to grow an alien limb and how to make better
decisions. Learn how to hallucinate and how to make yourself happier in a split
second. Find out how to avoid getting lost, how to see more of your reality, even
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how exactly you can confirm you are alive. Think the unthinkable.
We all want to be happier, more successful and less stressed, but what really
works? From improving creativity to building confidence, self-care to self-esteem,
forming better habits and feeling happier,Fix Your Life debunks the fads and
explores the real science of self-help. Can you learn to make better decisions?
Or break bad habits and form new ones? What should you eat to feel happier?
How do you learn a skill faster? Does mindfulness really work? Dispelling mental
health myths and self-help fads, here is the truth about meditation, making
smarter choices, addiction, CBT, Tai Chi, success, diet, healthy relationships,
anxiety, antidepressants, intelligence, willpower and much more. Full of the latest
research and ground-breaking evidence, packed with useful advice, this book
really could fix your life.
KaBOOM! is the powerful, uplifting journey of a man who grew up in a group
home with his seven brothers and sisters and went on to build a world-class
nonprofit that harnesses the power of community to improve the lives of children.
In 1995, Darell Hammond read an article in the Washington Post about an
unthinkable tragedy: Two young children suffocated in a car on a hot summer
day in southeast Washington, DC. The story indicated that the children had
nowhere to play; in the absence of a playground, they had climbed into an
abandoned car. Reading the article fueled Hammond's sense of injustice, and his
life's mission came into focus. Hammond founded KaBOOM!, a national nonprofit
that provides communities with tools, resources, and guidance to build and
renovate playgrounds and playspaces. In some of the toughest and poorest
neighborhoods in North America, 2,000 barren spaces have been transformed by
KaBOOM! and more than a million volunteers and community members into kiddesigned, fun, and imaginative places to play. This is the story of a man with a
vision, a man who believes that play is the best natural resource in a creative
economy and that kids need more of it. Play is not a luxury but a necessity for
their lives. Through hard work, commitment, and the conviction that access to a
safe play environment is the fundamental right of all children, Hammond built an
organization that has touched the lives of countless children and families.
Hammond's story demonstrates how one idealist can change the world and how
small, civic-minded steps create a ripple effect that can transform communities
and eventually the world at large.
Winner of the Wellcome Prize A finalist for the Samuel Johnson Prize and the
Costa Award “A memoir quite unlike any other. It has the strength of an arrow:
taut, spiked, quavering, working to its fatal conclusion...an extraordinary story told
in an extraordinary way.”—The Sunday Times “The most heartbreaking memoir
of the year.”—Independent on Sunday Winner of the Wellcome Book Prize, and
finalist for every major nonfiction award in the UK, including the Samuel Johnson
Prize and the Costa Award, The Iceberg is artist and writer Marion Coutts’
astonishing memoir; an “adventure of being and dying “and a compelling, poetic
meditation on family, love, and language. In 2008, Tom Lubbock, the chief art
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critic for The Independent was diagnosed with a brain tumor. The Iceberg is his
wife, Marion Coutts’, fierce, exquisite account of the two years leading up to his
death. In spare, breathtaking prose, Coutts conveys the intolerable and,
alongside their two year old son Ev—whose language is developing as Tom’s is
disappearing—Marion and Tom lovingly weather the storm together. In short
bursts of exquisitely textured prose, The Iceberg becomes a singular work of art
and an uplifting and universal story of endurance in the face of loss.
Allen Iverson transcended race, celebrity, and pop culture and emerged from a
troubled past to become one of the most successful and highly compensated
athletes in the world. Babb examines what drove his successes and failures,
getting behind the familiar, sanitized, and heroic version of Iverson-- the hardcharging, hard-partying athlete who played every game as if it were his last. He
brings to life a private, loyal, and often generous Allen Iverson who rarely made
the headlines, revealing the back story behind some of Iverson's most
memorable moments, and delves deep to discover where Iverson's demons
lurked. Over time, Iverson himself came to believe his own hype: that he lived in
a world where celebrity is eternal and riches are everlasting.
This book recounts one of history's most harrowing - and chilling - tales of
survival. In 1846, a group of emigrants bound for California face a choice:
continue on their planned route or take a shortcut into the wilderness. Eighty-nine
of them opt for the untested trail, a decision that plunges them into danger and
desperation and, finally, the unthinkable. This is a retelling of the ill-fated journey
of the Donner party across the Sierra Nevadas during the winter of 1846-1847.
Narrated by multiple voices, including world-weary, taunting, and all-knowing
Hunger itself, this novel-in-verse examines a notorious chapter in history from
various perspectives, among them caravan leaders George Donner and James
Reed, Donner's scholarly wife, two Miwok Indian guides, the Reed children, a
sixteen-year-old orphan, and even a pair of oxen. Comprehensive back matter
includes an author's note, select character biographies, statistics, a time line of
events, and more. This haunting tale raises questions about moral ambiguity,
hope and resilience, and hunger of all kinds.--adapted from description on
Amazon.com.
PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary and analysis of the book and not the original book. If you'd
like to purchase the original book, please paste this link in your browser:
https://amzn.to/2MY4Lr5 Award-winning science writer Helen Thomson unlocks the secrets of
the world's strangest brains—from a man who believes he is a tiger, to a woman who gets lost
in her own house, to the doctor who can feel the pain of others just by looking at them.
Unthinkable will change the way you think about your own brain! What does this ZIP Reads
Summary Include? Synopsis of the original book Summary & Key Takeaways from each case
study Overview of the science behind each phenomena A brief history of brain science
Editorial Review Background on the author About the Original Book: Helen Thomson's first
book, Unthinkable: An Extraordinary Journey Through the World's Strangest Brains, is the tale
of nine of the most unbelieveable brain phenomena ever recorded. From a man whose
personality changed overnight to a man who believed he was dead, this part-neuroscience,
part-narrative dives deep into the personal stories of each of these cases. Rather than present
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just the science behind these extraordinary phenomena, Thomson takes an intimate approach
to unravel more about what these conditions can teach us about our own brains.
DISCLAIMER: This book is intended as a companion to, not a replacement for, Unthinkable:
An Extraordinary Journey Through the World's Strangest Brains. ZIP Reads is wholly
responsible for this content and is not associated with the original author in any way. Please
follow this link: https://amzn.to/2vOEeGi purchase a copy of the original book. We are a
participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate advertising program
designed to provide a means for us to earn fees by linking to Amazon.com and affiliated sites.
In this “beautiful, evocative” (Booklist, starred review) memoir, Yvette Johnson travels to the
Mississippi Delta to uncover the moving, true story of her late grandfather Booker Wright,
whose extraordinary act of courage would change his and, later, her life forever. “Have to keep
that smile,” Booker Wright said in the 1966 NBC documentary Mississippi: A Self-Portrait. At
the time, Wright was a waiter in a “whites only” restaurant and a local business owner who
would become an unwitting icon of the Civil Rights Movement. For he did the unthinkable:
speaking in front of a national audience, he described what daily life was truly like for black
people of Greenwood, Mississippi. Four decades later, Yvette Johnson, Wright’s
granddaughter, found footage of the controversial documentary. No one in her family knew of
his television appearance. Even more curious for Johnson was that for most of her life she’d
barely heard mention of her grandfather’s name. Born a year after Wright’s death and raised
in a wealthy San Diego neighborhood, Johnson admits she never had to confront race in the
way Southern blacks did in the 1960s. Compelled to learn more about her roots, she travels
back to Greenwood, Mississippi, a beautiful Delta town steeped in secrets and a scarred past,
to interview family members about the real Booker Wright. As she uncovers her grandfather’s
compelling and ultimately tragic story, she also confronts her own conflicted feelings
surrounding race, family, and forgiveness. “With profound insight and unwavering compassion,
Johnson weaves an unforgettable story” (Publishers Weekly, starred review) about her journey
in pursuit of her family’s past—and ultimately finding a hopeful vision of the future for us all.
This book focuses on some of the main aspects and importance of The Red Book for the
understanding of the work of C.G. Jung. It sheds light on the great mysteries of human nature
and the new dimension uncovered by Jung and Freud: the universe of the unconscious and
the possible ways to approach it.
A military psychologist's poignant account of tending to hidden wounds in Iraq---her patients',
her colleagues', and finally her own. When Lieutenant Commander Heidi Kraft's twin son and
daughter were fifteen months old, she was deployed to !--?xml:namespace prefix = st1 ns =
"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:smarttags" /--Iraq. A clinical psychologist in the US Navy,
Kraft's job was to uncover the wounds of war that a surgeon would never see. She put away
thoughts of her children back home, acclimated to the sound of incoming rockets, and learned
how to listen to the most traumatic stories a war zone has to offer. One of the toughest lessons
was perfectly articulated by the TV show M*A*S*H: "There are two rules of war. Rule number
one is that young men die. Rule number two is that doctors can't change rule number one."
Some Marines, Kraft realized, would be damaged by war in ways that she couldn't repair. And
sometimes people were repaired in ways she never expected. Rule Number Two is a powerful
firsthand account of providing comfort amid the chaos of war, and of what it takes to endure.
!--?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" /-When a comet impact sends a piece of the Earth on a two-year trip around the solar system,
36 people of various nationalities are forced to collaborate for their survival.
In 2003, Pat Tillman, serving in the US Army, hastily wrote a "just in case" letter to his wife,
Marie. When he returned on leave before his departure to Afghanistan, he placed the letter on
top of their bedroom dresser. For months it sat there, sealed and ever-present, like a black
hole through which Marie knew her stable life would be pulled if she ever had reason to open
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it. Then, in April 2004, Marie's worst nightmare came true. In the days following his death, it
was Pat's letter that kept her going and, more than that, it was his words that would help her
learn to navigate a world she could no longer share with her husband. In THE LETTER,
Marie's talks for the first time about her journey to remake her life after Pat's death. In it, she
recalls meeting and falling in love with Pat when they were kids, his harrowing decision to join
the army after 9/11, and the devastating day when she learned he'd been killed. She describes
how she withdrew from the public spotlight to grieve, learning along the way the value of
solitude, self-awareness and integrity in the healing process. And, finally, Marie recounts her
work to rebuild her life, including founding The Pat Tillman Foundation, an organization
established to carry forth Pat's legacy of leadership, and her decision to step back into the
public eye in order to inspire people to live with meaning and purpose. Filled with the lessons
Marie learned and the wisdom she gained since Pat's death, THE LETTER is both a
heartrending love story and an inspiring tale for anyone, young or old, whose life has taken an
unexpected hard turn -- and who struggles to get back on the right path.
Originally published in 1955, this must be one of the most dramatic adventures of our time.
Clemens Forell, a German soldier, was sentenced to 25 years of forced labour in a Siberian
lead mine after the Second World War. Rebelling against the brutality of the camp, Forell
staged a daring escape, enduring an 8000-mile journey across the trackless wastes of Siberia,
in some of the most treacherous and inhospitable conditions on earth. Bauer's writing brilliantly
evokes Forell's desperation in the prison camp, and his struggle for survival and terror of
recapture as he makes his way towards the Persian frontier and freedom.
'Wonderfully clear, fluent and eye-opening' THE TIMES 'A stirring scientific journey, a
celebration of human diversity and a call to rethink the "unthinkable"' NATURE 'An utterly
fascinating romp around the nether regions of the human mind' BIG ISSUE IMAGINE . . .
getting lost in a one-room flat; seeing auras; never forgetting a moment; a permanent orchestra
in your head; turning into a tiger; life as an out-of-body experience; feeling other people's pain;
being convinced you are dead; becoming a different person overnight. Our brains are far
stranger than we think. We take it for granted that we can remember, feel emotion, navigate,
empathise and understand the world around us, but how would our lives change if these
abilities were dramatically enhanced - or disappeared overnight? Award-winning science writer
Helen Thomson has spent years travelling the world tracking down incredibly rare brain
disorders. In Unthinkable she tells the stories of nine extraordinary people. From the man who
thinks he's a tiger to the doctor who feels the pain of others just by looking at them, their
experiences illustrate how the brain can shape our lives in unexpected and, in some cases,
brilliant and alarming ways. Delving into the rich histories of these conditions, exploring the
very latest research and cutting-edge medical techniques, Thomson explains the workings of
our consciousness, our emotions, our creativity and even the mechanisms that allow us to
understand our own existence. Story by remarkable story, Unthinkable takes us on an
unforgettable journey through the human brain. Discover how to forge memories that never
disappear, how to grow an alien limb and how to make better decisions. Learn how to
hallucinate and how to make yourself happier in a split second. Find out how to avoid getting
lost, how to see more of your reality, even how exactly you can confirm you are alive. Think the
unthinkable.
UnthinkableAn Extraordinary Journey Through the World's Strangest BrainsHarperCollins

An Ordinary Day -- Aiming for the North Tower -- Go Up -- Déjà Vu -- A Loud
Rumbling Sound -- Cloud of Darkness -- Brother Searching for Brother -- Fear at
Home -- The Pile -- An Avalanche of Memories -- A Race Against Time -Unthinkable Losses -- Family Time -- Becoming -- Saying Goodbye -- Through
the Lens -- Emerging from the Ashes -- How Can I Help? -- Igniting Change -Page 8/13
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Glowing Red -- Smoldering Embers -- The Whole World on Fire.
A leading neurologist recounts some of her most astonishing, challenging cases,
which demonstrate how central the study of epilepsy has been to our
understanding of the brain. Brainstorm follows the stories of people whose
medical diagnoses are so strange even their doctor struggles to know how to
solve them. A man who sees cartoon characters running across the room; a girl
whose world suddenly seems completely distorted, as though she were Alice in
Wonderland; another who transforms into a ragdoll whenever she even thinks
about moving. The brain is the most complex structure in the universe.
Neurologists must puzzle out life-changing diagnoses from the tiniest of clues,
the ultimate medical detective work. In this riveting book, Suzanne O’Sullivan
takes you with her as she tracks the clues of her patients’ symptoms. It’s a
journey that will open your eyes to the unfathomable intricacies of our brains and
the infinite variety of human experience.
Inspired by a true story, the compelling tale of a child who arrives in America on
the slave ship Amistad describes her capture, her witness to a mutiny and the
Supreme Court trial that prompts her return to Africa.
Shortlisted for the 2020 RBC Taylor Prize From one of the world's most engaging
science journalists, a groundbreaking and wonder-filled look at the hidden things
that shape our lives in unexpected and sometimes dangerous ways. Our naked
eyes see only a thin sliver of reality. We are blind in comparison to the X-rays
that peer through skin, the mass spectrometers that detect the dead inside the
living, or the high-tech surveillance systems that see with artificial intelligence.
And we are blind compared to the animals that can see in infrared, or ultraviolet,
or in 360-degree vision. These animals live in the same world we do, but they
see something quite different when they look around. With all of the curiosity and
flair that drives her broadcasting, Ziya Tong illuminates this hidden world, and
takes us on a journey to examine ten of humanity's biggest blind spots. First, we
are introduced to the blind spots we are all born with, to see how technology
reveals an astonishing world that exists beyond our human senses. It is with
these new ways of seeing that today's scientists can image everything from an
atom to a black hole. In Section Two, our collective blind spots are exposed. It's
not that we can't see, Tong reminds us. It's that we don't. In the 21st century,
there are cameras everywhere, except where our food comes from, where our
energy comes from, and where our waste goes. Being in the dark when it comes
to how we survive makes it impossible to navigate our future. Lastly, the scope
widens to our civilizational blind spots. Here, the blurred lens of history reveals
how we inherit ways of thinking about the world that seem natural or inevitable
but are in fact little more than traditions, ways of seeing the world that have come
to harm it. This vitally important new book shows how science, and the curiosity
that drives it, can help civilization flourish by opening our eyes to the landscape
laid out before us. Fast-paced, utterly fascinating, and deeply humane, The
Reality Bubble gives voice to the sense we've all had -- that there is more to the
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world than meets the eye.
Featuring more than seventy-five photographs and almost a dozen rarely seen
videos from Rin Tin Tin’s legendary career, this Enhanced eBook edition of
Susan Orlean’s Rin Tin Tin vividly illustrates the life and legacy of the canine
hero. He believed the dog was immortal. So begins Susan Orlean’s sweeping,
powerfully moving account of Rin Tin Tin’s journey from orphaned puppy to
movie star and international icon. Orlean, a staff writer at The New Yorker who
has been hailed as “a national treasure” by The Washington Post, spent nearly
ten years researching and reporting her most captivating book to date: the story
of a dog who was born in 1918 and never died. It begins on a battlefield in
France during World War I, when a young American soldier, Lee Duncan,
discovered a newborn German shepherd in the ruins of a bombed-out dog
kennel. To Duncan, who came of age in an orphanage, the dog’s survival was a
miracle. He saw something in Rin Tin Tin that he felt compelled to share with the
world. Duncan brought Rinty home to California, where the dog’s athleticism and
acting ability drew the attention of Warner Bros. Over the next ten years, Rinty
starred in twenty-three blockbuster silent films that saved the studio from
bankruptcy and made him the most famous dog in the world. At the height of his
popularity, Rin Tin Tin was Hollywood’s number one box office star. During the
decades that followed, Rinty and his descendants rose and fell with the times,
making a tumultuous journey from silent films to talkies, from black-and-white to
color, from radio programs to one of the most popular television shows of the
baby boom era, The Adventures of Rin-Tin-Tin. The canine hero’s legacy was
cemented by Duncan and a small group of others—including Bert Leonard, the
producer of the TV series, and Daphne Hereford, the owner of the current Rin Tin
Tin—who have dedicated their lives to making sure the dog’s legend will never
die. At its core, Rin Tin Tin is a poignant exploration of the enduring bond
between humans and animals. It is also a richly textured history of twentiethcentury entertainment and entrepreneurship. It spans ninety years and explores
everything from the shift in status of dogs from working farmhands to beloved
family members, from the birth of obedience training to the evolution of dog
breeding, from the rise of Hollywood to the past and present of dogs in war. Filled
with humor and heart and moments that will move you to tears, Susan Orlean’s
first original book since The Orchid Thief is an irresistible blend of history, human
interest, and masterful storytelling—a dazzling celebration of a great American
dog by one of our most gifted writers.
Tells how the author's life changed following a car accident and how he believes
his relationship with God helped him to recover to the point that he was able to
complete the Hawaiian Ironman Triathlon.
The instant New York Times bestseller! A Wall Street Journal Best Science Book
of the Year! A Popular Science Best Science Book of the Year! From a top
scientist and the creator of the hugely popular web comic Saturday Morning
Breakfast Cereal, a hilariously illustrated investigation into future technologies -Page 10/13
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from how to fling a ship into deep space on the cheap to 3D organ printing What
will the world of tomorrow be like? How does progress happen? And why do we
not have a lunar colony already? What is the hold-up? In this smart and funny
book, celebrated cartoonist Zach Weinersmith and noted researcher Dr. Kelly
Weinersmith give us a snapshot of what's coming next -- from robot swarms to
nuclear fusion powered-toasters. By weaving their own research, interviews with
the scientists who are making these advances happen, and Zach's trademark
comics, the Weinersmiths investigate why these technologies are needed, how
they would work, and what is standing in their way. New technologies are almost
never the work of isolated geniuses with a neat idea. A given future technology
may need any number of intermediate technologies to develop first, and many of
these critical advances may appear to be irrelevant when they are first
discovered. The journey to progress is full of strange detours and blind alleys that
tell us so much about the human mind and the march of civilization. To this end,
Soonish investigates ten different emerging fields, from programmable matter to
augmented reality, from space elevators to robotic construction, to show us the
amazing world we will have, you know, soonish. Soonish is the perfect gift for
science lovers for the holidays!
Natalie March is a respected surgeon enjoying a busy, productive life in
Washington DC. As her demanding career has left little time for friends or
romance, her deepest relationship is with her mother, Vera March, a Russian
immigrant and MS patient confined to a rehabilitation center. Vera is still haunted
by the fact that her Ukrainian parents, innocent of any wrongdoing, were sent to
the gulag, Stalin’s notorious network of labor camps, when she was just a baby.
All her life she has presumed that they perished there along with millions of other
Russian citizens. Natalie would do anything to heal her mother’s psychic pain:
it’s the one wound that she, a doctor, cannot mend. When a young Russian
dancer named Saldana Tarasova comes to Natalie’s office claiming to be her
cousin, and providing details about her grandmother that no stranger could know,
Natalie must face a surprising truth: her grandmother, Katarina Melnikova, is still
very much alive. She escaped from the labor camp, married a native Siberian,
and had another child, Saldana’s mother. Natalie is thrilled to think that her
Russian family is reaching out and that Vera may be able to reunite with her
mother after so many years. In fact, Saldana has a darker motive for making
contact. Suggesting that her family is in grave danger from Putin’s government,
she pleads for Natalie’s help to defect. Unwilling to break the law, Natalie puts
her off. Then the unthinkable happens, and Natalie is drawn step by step into a
web of family secrets that will ultimately pit her against Russian security forces
and even her own government. How far will Natalie go to find Katerina M. and
satisfy her mother’s deepest wish? How much will she risk to protect her
Russian family—and her own country—from a dangerous international threat?
Masterfully plotted and beautifully written, FINDING KATARINA M. takes the
reader on an extraordinary journey across Siberia—to reindeer herding camps,
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Russian prisons, Sakha villages, and parties with endless vodka toasts—while it
explores what it means to be loyal to one’s family, one’s country, and ultimately
to oneself.
"The compelling story of an acclaimed journalist and New York Times bestselling
author's ongoing struggle with epilepsy--his torturous decision to keep his
condition a secret to avoid discrimination, and his ensuing decades-long battle to
not only survive, but to thrive. Written with brutal and affecting honesty, Kurt
Eichenwald, who was diagnosed with epilepsy as a teenager, details the abuses
he faced while incapacitated post-seizure, the discrimination he fought that
almost cost him his education and employment, and the darkest moments when
he contemplated suicide as the only solution to ending his physical and emotional
pain. He recounts how medical incompetence would have killed him but for the
heroic actions of a brilliant neurologist and the friendship of two young men who
assumed part of the burden of his struggle. Ultimately, Eichenwald's is an
inspirational tale, showing how a young man facing his own mortality on a daily
basis could rise from the depths of despair to the heights of unimagined
success"-Revised edition of the authors' Top brain, bottom brain: surprising insights into how you
think, published in 2013.
With her signature warmth, hilarity, and tendency to overshare, Leslie Gray Streeter
gives us real talk about love, loss, grief, and healing in your own way that "will make
you laugh and cry, sometimes on the same page" (James Patterson). Leslie Gray
Streeter is not cut out for widowhood. She's not ready for hushed rooms and pitying
looks. She is not ready to stand graveside, dabbing her eyes in a classy black hat. If
she had her way she'd wear her favorite curve-hugging leopard print dress to Scott's
funeral; he loved her in that dress! But, here she is, having lost her soulmate to a
sudden heart attack, totally unsure of how to navigate her new widow lifestyle. ("New
widow lifestyle." Sounds like something you'd find products for on daytime TV, like
comfy track suits and compression socks. Wait, is a widow even allowed to make
jokes?) Looking at widowhood through the prism of race, mixed marriage, and aging,
Black Widow redefines the stages of grief, from coffin shopping to day-drinking, to
being a grown-ass woman crying for your mommy, to breaking up and making up with
God, to facing the fact that life goes on even after the death of the person you were
supposed to live it with. While she stumbles toward an uncertain future as a single
mother raising a baby with her own widowed mother (plot twist!), Leslie looks back on
her love story with Scott, recounting their journey through racism, religious differences,
and persistent confusion about what kugel is. Will she find the strength to finish the
most important thing that she and Scott started? Tender, true, and endearingly
hilarious, Black Widow is a story about the power of love, and how the only guide book
for recovery is the one you write yourself.
Phoebe finds herself drawn to Mallory, the strange new girl in school, and the two soon
become as close as sisters. Then Mallory's magnetic older brother, Ryland, shows up
during their junior year. Ryland has an immediate hold on Phoebe - but a dangerous
hold, for she begins to question her feelings about her best friend and, worse, about
herself. Soon Phoebe discovers the shocking truth about Ryland and Mallory: that they
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are from the faerie realm, here to collect on an age-old debt. And the price of that debt
could cost Phoebe everything. But with the help of her friend Ben, Phoebe ultimately
learns her own worth and breaks the generations-old curse. "Werlin crafts her
characters so deftly and unrolls the story so cleverly . . . readers will be under the spell
to the end." - Booklist "A compelling tale of friendship and a refreshing antidote to faerie
stories about that one special girl deserving of supernatural love." - Kirkus Reviews
Nineteenth-century scientist David Starr Jordan built one of the most important fish
specimen collections ever seen, until the 1906 San Francisco earthquake shattered his
life's work.
LIFE LESSONS FROM THE BIBLE'S RULE BREAKERS
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