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U S Constitution For Dummies
"A must-read for this era.”—Jake Tapper, CNN Anchor and Chief Washington
Correspondent An insightful, urgent, and perennially relevant handbook that lays
out in common sense language how the United States Constitution works, and
how its protections are eroding before our eyes—essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand and parse the constantly breaking news about the backbone
of American government. The Constitution is the most significant document in
America. But do you fully understand what this valuable document means to
you? In How to Read the Constitution--and Why, legal expert and educator
Kimberly Wehle spells out in clear, simple, and common sense terms what is in
the Constitution, and most importantly, what it means. In compelling terms and
including text from the United States Constitution, she describes how the
Constitution’s protections are eroding—not only in express terms but by virtue of
the many legal and social norms that no longer shore up its legitimacy—and why
every American needs to heed to this “red flag” moment in our democracy. This
invaluable—and timely—resource includes the Constitution in its entirety and
covers nearly every significant aspect of the text, from the powers of the
President and how the three branches of government are designed to hold each
other accountable, to what it means to have individual rights—including free
speech, the right to bear arms, the right to be free from unreasonable searches
and seizures, and the right to an abortion. Finally, the book explains why it has
never been more important than now for all Americans to know how our
Constitution works—and why, if we don’t step in to protect it now, we could lose
its protections forever. How to Read the Constitution--and Why is essential
reading for anyone who cares about maintaining an accountable government and
the individual freedoms that the Constitution enshrines for everyone in
America—regardless of political party.
"I don't think there is anyone in the academy these days capable of more patient
and attentive reading of the constitutional text than Akhil Amar."--Jeremy
Waldron, New York Review of Books When the stories that lead our daily news
involve momentous constitutional questions, present-minded journalists and busy
citizens cannot always see the stakes clearly. In The Constitution Today, Akhil
Reed Amar, America's preeminent constitutional scholar, considers the biggest
and most bitterly contested debates of the last two decades--from gun control to
gay marriage, affirmative action to criminal procedure, presidential dynasties to
congressional dysfunction, Bill Clinton's impeachment to Obamacare. He shows
how the Constitution's text, history, and structure are a crucial repository of
collective wisdom, providing specific rules and grand themes relevant to every
organ of the American body politic. Leading readers through the constitutional
questions at stake in each episode while outlining his abiding views regarding the
direction constitutional law must go, Amar offers an essential guide for anyone
seeking to understand America's Constitution and its relevance today.
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Provides the full text of the United States Constitution, along with facts about the
important document and simple biographical information about the framers and
signers.
Debates over constitutional rights impact you every day as an American citizen.
But do you know what the U.S. Constitution actually says? This accessible guide
contains the complete text of the Constitution, with short, descriptive margin
notes throughout. Articles and amendments are then analyzed in depth to help
you comprehend the basis of democracy. This valuable handbook covers: How
the articles and amendments were drafted Insight into the intentions of the
creators and the sources they used Controversial interpretations and Supreme
Court decisions How the Constitution affects citizens every day The Declaration
of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and unratified Constitutional
amendments This book walks you through the history of this essential document
and shows how it has guided lawmakers and judges for more than 200 years.
This unbiased look at the Constitution will help you feel confident in your
knowledge of this all-important document, gain a firmer understanding of how our
government works, and put context around today's most pressing issues.
Congress For Dummies helps you sort out what Congress doeson a daily basis
and what it all means to you, the citizen. Itshows you how to get organized, make
your voice heard, andinfluence legislation that might affect you. Full of
helpfulresources such as contact information for House and Senate offices,and
smart, straightforward explanations of the legislative process,this book is
everything you need to understand Congress and getinvolved in your
government. Whether you just want to know how government works, or you
wantto get involved to change your country, this simple guide coversall the ins
and outs of Congress. It’s a nonpartisan look atCongress that includes forewords
by Speaker of the House DennisHastert and Senate Minority Leader Tom
Daschle. Inside you’llfind easy explanations and helpful tips on how to: Get
involved in the democratic process Influence legislation that’s important to you
Understa nd Congress and the media Contact your senators and representatives
Check out Congress in action, in person Deal with congressional staff Expert
author David Silverberg — Managing Editor and acolumnist at the Washington
weekly The Hill — takesthe mystery out of getting something done in Congress,
introducingyou to the players and explaining everything from legislation
andlobbying to caucuses and coalitions. Written with the citizenadvocate in mind,
this helpful guide gives regular people the toolsand knowledge they need to
achieve their aims. Inside, you’lldiscover: How the three branches of government
work together How to register your opinion with your elected officials How the
legislative process works — from idea to law How debates, conferences, and
vetoes work How budgeting and appropriations work How to get the most effect
from your politicalcontributions How the lobbying process works How to advocate
for legislation How to deal with congressional staffers How to make use of
congressional services Getting something done in the messy confusion of
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democracy andbureaucracy is no easy task. Full of the kind of information
andknowledge that Washington insiders take for granted, CongressFor Dummies
levels the playing field so that regular people— just like you — can make a
difference, too.
Ace your next history test with this concise, easy-to-readguide U.S. History for
Dummies, 3rd Edition fillsthe need to improve high school proficiency in history
by providinga complete history of the United States, presented in anaccessible,
reader-friendly format designed to engage studentswhile reinforcing lessons
learned in class. The National Assessmentof Educational Progress 2011 report
showed that only 12% of highschool seniors in the U.S. perform at a "proficient"
level inhistory. This, coupled with the fact that U.S. History courses andAP exams
have been redesigned to remedy the situation, means thatmany students and
parents are in need of a supplemental studyguide. Award-winning political
journalist and history writer SteveWiegand guides you through the events that
shaped our nation, frompre-Columbian civilizations to the 21st century.
Theexplorers, the wars, the leaders, and the eras are all fullyexplored and
explained, demonstrating how the past influences thefuture. From the Boston
Tea Party to the current Tea Party, theupdated 3rd edition includes information
about eventsthat have occurred since the previous edition's 2009 release.
Newcoverage includes: Recession recovery, including federal efforts,
unemployment,and the widening class divide The rise of the extreme right and
the bitter divisions betweenpolitical parties and geographic regions Seeking the
balance between superpower and domesticcaretaker The impact of social media,
government surveillance, and cybercrime Not all history is old news, and what
happened yesterday affectsus all today. It is vitally important that all U.S. citizens
arewell-versed in the building of our nation, and remain aware ofcurrent events.
For students and parents wondering what they'vemissed, U.S. History for
Dummies, 3rd Editionunlocks the door to the past—and the future.
The simplest way to get to grips with the American politicalsystem American
Politics For Dummies is an engaging andaccessible guide to the inner workings
of the U.S. government,cutting through the political jargon, to give you the facts.
Thebook begins with the basics, including government structure andprocesses,
and later covers current events that make thenews. The world of American
politics can be bewildering to anyone notborn and bred in the U.S.A. This plainEnglish guide is perfectwhether you are a student or simply fascinated by the
world's mostpowerful democracy. From the electoral process to
'specialrelationships', you discover all you need to know with AmericanPolitics
For Dummies. • The birth of America – findout about the emergence of the
US,from the ideas uponwhich America was founded to the creation of the US
Constitution • Go government – understand thepowers of the President, how
Congress operates, thefunction of the Supreme Court and how US laws are
created and passed • Party on – discover the insand outs of elections and
political parties, from theelectoral process and the two-party system to the voting
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behaviouramongst Americans • One nation, many identities –get to understand
the workings of a trulymulticultural society • All the world’s a stage– grasp the
grand strategy of the US tounderstand why the nation acts as it does in
internationalpolitics 2014 kicks off the latest round of U.S. Congressional
electionand marks the beginning the 2016 Presidential election cycle. Therewill
be headlines, there will be debate and there will be news. Ifyou're looking to keep
up and understand it all, AmericanPolitics For Dummies is a great place to start.
An in-depth look at the defining document of America Want to make sense of the
U.S. Constitution? This plain-English guide walks you through this revered
document, explaining how the articles and amendments came to be and how
they have guided legislators, judges, and presidents and sparked ongoing
debates. You'll understand all the big issues — from separation of church and
state to impeachment to civil rights — that continue to affect Americans' daily
lives. Get started with Constitution basics — explore the main concepts and their
origins, the different approaches to interpretation, and how the document has
changed over the past 200+ years Know who has the power — see how the
public, the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court share in the ruling of
America Balance the branches of government — discover what it means to be
Commander in Chief, the functions of the House and Senate, and how Supreme
Court justices are appointed Break down the Bill of Rights — from freedom of
religion to the prohibition of "cruel and unusual punishments," understand what
the first ten amendments mean Make sense of the modifications — see how
amendments have reformed presidential elections, abolished slavery, given
voting rights to women, and more Open the book and find: The text of the
Constitution and its ammendments Discussion of controversial issues including
the death penalty, abortion, and gay marriage Why the word "democracy" doesn't
appear in the Constitution What the Electoral College is and how it elects a
President Details on recent Supreme Court decisions The Founding Fathers'
intentions for balancing power in Washington
Have you ever had trouble understanding the United States Bill of Rights? Have
you ever wondered what was really meant by one or more of the ten
amendments? Have you ever been unsure as to how these rights apply to
modern society? Have you even questioned if the Bill of Rights should still be
held as inviolable law, nearly 250 years after its writing? Well, don't worry, we
understand. And we can help. We've created a 200-page workbook that will help
you easily reach a deep understanding of the Bill of Rights by walking you
through each amendment, clarifying the precise definitions of key words,
providing the historical context you need to fully grasp and spirit and importance
of the amendments, sharing powerfully insightful quotes on each amendment,
straight from the Founders and their peers, and more.
Americans widely believe that the U.S. Constitution was almost wholly created
when it was drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788. Jonathan Gienapp recovers the
unknown story of the Constitution’s second creation in the decade after its
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adoption—a story with explosive implications for current debates over
constitutional originalism and interpretation.
Expand your political science knowledge with a book that explains concepts in a
way anyone can understand! The global political climate is dynamic, at times
even volatile. To understand this evolving landscape, it’s important to learn more
about how countries are governed. Political Science For Dummies explores the
questions that political scientists examine, such as how our leaders make
decisions, who shapes political policy, and why countries go to war. The book is
the perfect course supplement for students taking college-level, introductory
political science courses. Political Science For Dummies is a guide that makes
political science concepts easier to grasp. Get a better understanding of political
ideologies, institutions, policies, processes, and behavior Explore topics such as
class, government, diplomacy, law, strategy, and war Learn the specialized
vocabulary within the field of political science Help prepare for a range of careers,
from policy analyst to legislative assistant Political science crosses into many
other areas of study, such as sociology, economics, history, anthropology,
international relations, law, statistics, and public policy. Those who want to
understand the implications of changing political economies or how governing
bodies work can look to Political Science For Dummies. It’s the book thatcuts
through the jargon as it focuses on issues that interest readers.
If the confusion following the last presidential election is any indication, the
average citizen knows precious little about the democratic system and the laws
that affect their daily lives. The Everything American Government Book unravels
the complexities of our democracy and provides readers with the knowledge
necessary to make the right decisions and take an active role in the management
of their country. From the roots of American government and the challenges that
have helped shape it over the years to its current structure and systems, this
thoroughly researched work is ideal for anyone brushing up on civics, as well as
students of all ages. Readers learn about: The personalities and events that gave
rise to our current system The real significance of the Bill of Rights and the
Constitution The functions of each branch of government and how they work
together Private sector’s influence on public policy and decision-making Ways to
get involved and make a difference Specially designed to inform and empower
the average citizen during this critical election year, The Everything American
Government Book provides the keys to understanding the ins and outs of the
most powerful democracy in the world.
Arming Americans to defend the truth from today’s war on facts Disinformation.
Trolling. Conspiracies. Social media pile-ons. Campus intolerance. On the
surface, these recent additions to our daily vocabulary appear to have little in
common. But together, they are driving an epistemic crisis: a multi-front
challenge to America’s ability to distinguish fact from fiction and elevate truth
above falsehood. In 2016 Russian trolls and bots nearly drowned the truth in a
flood of fake news and conspiracy theories, and Donald Trump and his troll
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armies continued to do the same. Social media companies struggled to keep up
with a flood of falsehoods, and too often didn’t even seem to try. Experts and
some public officials began wondering if society was losing its grip on truth itself.
Meanwhile, another new phenomenon appeared: “cancel culture.” At the push of
a button, those armed with a cellphone could gang up by the thousands on
anyone who ran afoul of their sanctimony. In this pathbreaking book, Jonathan
Rauch reaches back to the parallel eighteenth-century developments of liberal
democracy and science to explain what he calls the “Constitution of
Knowledge”—our social system for turning disagreement into truth. By explicating
the Constitution of Knowledge and probing the war on reality, Rauch arms
defenders of truth with a clearer understanding of what they must protect, why
they must do—and how they can do it. His book is a sweeping and readable
description of how every American can help defend objective truth and free
inquiry from threats as far away as Russia and as close as the cellphone.
Gives you the scoop on how the Court reaches its decisions Get involved and
track a case through the system This fun and easy guide demystifies the federal
court system by describing what kinds of cases the justices hear, outlining how
cases reach the Supreme Court, clarifying legal terms, and explaining how the
Court arrives at its decisions. You'll discover how to get inside the Court yourself
and investigate both the key issues and the players involved. The Dummies Way
* Explanations in plain English * "Get in, get out" information * Icons and other
navigational aids * Tear-out cheat sheet * Top ten lists * A dash of humor and fun
The Oxford Handbook of the U.S. Constitution offers a comprehensive overview
and introduction to the U.S. Constitution from the perspectives of history, political
science, law, rights, and constitutional themes, while focusing on its
development, structures, rights, and role in the U.S. political system and culture.
This Handbook enables readers within and beyond the U.S. to develop a critical
comprehension of the literature on the Constitution, along with accessible and upto-date analysis. The historical essays included in this Handbook cover the
Constitution from 1620 right through the Reagan Revolution to the present.
Essays on political science detail how contemporary citizens in the United States
rely extensively on political parties, interest groups, and bureaucrats to operate a
constitution designed to prevent the rise of parties, interest-group politics and an
entrenched bureaucracy. The essays on law explore how contemporary citizens
appear to expect and accept the exertions of power by a Supreme Court, whose
members are increasingly disconnected from the world of practical politics.
Essays on rights discuss how contemporary citizens living in a diverse multiracial society seek guidance on the meaning of liberty and equality, from a
Constitution designed for a society in which all politically relevant persons shared
the same race, gender, religion and ethnicity. Lastly, the essays on themes
explain how in a "globalized" world, people living in the United States can
continue to be governed by a constitution originally meant for a society
geographically separated from the rest of the "civilized world." Whether a return
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to the pristine constitutional institutions of the founding or a translation of these
constitutional norms in the present is possible remains the central challenge of
U.S. constitutionalism today.
A renowned constitutional scholar explores the little-understood relationship
between the written Constitution and the many external factors that shape our
interpretations of this foundational document.
Presents the text of the Constitution, explains its fundamentals, and traces
events leading up to its adoption in 1788.
Levinson argues that too many of our Constitution's provisions promote either
unjust or ineffective government. Under the existing blueprint, we can neither rid
ourselves of incompetent presidents nor assure continuity of government
following catastrophic attacks. Less important, perhaps, but certainly problematic,
is the appointment of Supreme Court judges for life. Adding insult to injury, the
United States Constitution is the most difficult to amend or update of any
constitution currently existing in the world today. Democratic debate leaves few
stones unturned, but we tend to take our basic constitutional structures for
granted. Levinson boldly challenges the American people to undertake a long
overdue public discussion on how they might best reform this most hallowed
document and construct a constitution adequate to our democratic values.
"Admirably gutsy and unfashionable." --Michael Kinsley, The New York Times
"Bold, bracingly unromantic, and filled with illuminating insights. He accomplishes
an unlikely feat, which is to make a really serious argument for a new
constitutional convention, one that is founded squarely on democratic ideals."
--Cass R. Sunstein, The New Republic "Everyone who cares about how our
government works should read this thoughtful book." --Washington Lawyer
A history of the American Constitution's formative decades from a preeminent
legal scholar When the US Constitution won popular approval in 1788, it was the
culmination of thirty years of passionate argument over the nature of government.
But ratification hardly ended the conversation. For the next half century, ordinary
Americans and statesmen alike continued to wrestle with weighty questions in
the halls of government and in the pages of newspapers. Should the nation's
borders be expanded? Should America allow slavery to spread westward? What
rights should Indian nations hold? What was the proper role of the judicial
branch? In The Words that Made Us, Akhil Reed Amar unites history and law in a
vivid narrative of the biggest constitutional questions early Americans confronted,
and he expertly assesses the answers they offered. His account of the
document's origins and consolidation is a guide for anyone seeking to properly
understand America's Constitution today.
Your complete guide to understanding the U.S. Constitution. Want to make sense
of the U.S. Constitution? This new edition walks you through this revered
document, explaining how the articles and amendments came to be and how
they have guided legislators, judges, and presidents—and sparked ongoing
debates along the way. You’ll get the lowdown on all the big issues—from
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separation of church and state to impeachment to civil rights—that continue to
affect Americans' daily lives. Plus, you’ll find out about U.S. Constitution
concepts and their origins, the different approaches to interpretation, and how the
document has changed over the past 200+ years. Inside, you’ll find fresh
examples of Supreme Court Rulings such as same sex marriage and Healthcare
Acts such as Obamacare. Explore hot topics like what it takes to be elected
Commander in Chief, the functions of the House and Senate, how Supreme
Court justices are appointed, and so much more. Trace the evolution of the
Constitution Recognize the power of the U.S. Supreme Court Get details on
recent Supreme Court decisions Find new examples of the Bill of Rights
Constitutional issues are dominating the news—and now you can join the
discussion with the help of U.S. Constitution For Dummies.
Forty-three Americans have held the job of President of the United States. Each
has a story, be it one of vision, accomplishment, conflict, scandal, triumph, or
tragedy. And each story is at the center of the national story, a part of what we all
experience. History buffs find endless fascination – and a greater understanding
of America today – in the colorful personalities and momentous events that
surround the Oval Office. If you want the complete take on U. S. presidents, from
George Washington to George W. Bush, you’ll appreciate U. S. Presidents for
Dummies. Written in a lively style by a history professor at the University of
Texas, this fun guidebook of chief executives is packed with information, factoids,
and memorable quotes. Inside, you’ll find out which president: Promised to only
serve one term, and kept his word! Was a great person but a rotten president
Campaigned on nothing but image – in the n ineteenth century! May be the most
underrated president in history Had his own distributor bringing liquor to the
White House – during Prohibition! Appointed the first female cabinet member
Pushed through the first civil rights legislation after the end of the Civil War Said
of himself, “I am a man of limited talents from a small town. I don’t seem to
grasp that I am president” U. S. Presidents for Dummies offers a wealth of
knowledge on what it takes to be the leader of the free world, and who has
stepped up to the challenge. Dividing the ranks of presidents into chronological
groups for a broader, historical understanding of the office, this book discusses:
The birth and evolution of the presidency Ineffective presidents Forgettable
presidents Working up to the Civil War Reconstruction presidents Becoming a
force in the world Instituting the Imperial Presidency Today’s changing dynamics
and the Presidency A treasury of information, this book features an easy-tocomprehend style and sharp historical analysis. Sidebars, photos, timelines, and
best and worst lists make U. S. Presidents for Dummies a historical blast to read
and a must-have for understanding the state of both yesterday’s and today’s
union.
What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court really allowed to do?
This unique and handy guide includes the documents that guide our government,
annotated with accessible explanations from one of America's most esteemed
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constitutional scholars. Known across the country for his appearance on The
Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Professor Richard Beeman is one of the nation's
foremost experts on the United States Constitution. In this book, he has produced
what every American should have: a compact, fully annotated copy of the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and amendments, all in their
entirety. A marvel of accessibility and erudition, the guide also features a history
of the making of the Constitution with excerpts from The Federalist Papers and a
look at crucial Supreme Court cases that reminds us that the meaning of many of
the specific provisions of the Constitution has changed over time. "Excellent . . .
valuable and judicious." -Jill Lepore, The New Yorker
Now revised — the easy-to-understand guide to the story of America Want to
better understand U.S. History? This friendly book serves as your tour guide
through the important events of America's past and present, introducing you to
the people who helped to shape history. From pre-Columbus to the American
Revolution, from Watergate to Iraq to Barack Obama, you'll discover fascinating
details that you won't find in dry history texts! They're coming to America —
explore early civilizations, meet Native Americans, and see how the development
of the English colonies led to slavery and the American Revolution From Thomas
Jefferson to Abraham Lincoln — examine the contributions of great Americans as
well as the discovery of gold, the birth of California, the Civil War, and Manifest
Destiny America grows up — be there during the conquering of the West,
industrial development, and the invention of the light bulb and the telephone The
impact of the World Wars — understand the sweeping changes these epochal
events brought to America and the rest of the world The Cold War, Camelot, and
Clinton — take a closer look at the Korean War and communism, the fabulous
'50s, JFK, Vietnam, Nixon and Watergate, Reaganomics, and the Clinton years
From the '90s to now — witness the birth of the microchip, the impact of hanging
chads in a presidential election, the largest terrorist attack on American soil, and
the growing economic crisis Open the book and find: Ten important events that
defined American culture Interesting Americans, from presidents to gangsters to
sports heroes How America fought to win independence from England Details
about all the major wars and their long-term effects Insight into the roots of
slavery Inventions that changed life for Americans The impact of the atomic
bomb The Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independence
Discover the ins and outs of Constitutional law Are you a student looking for
trusted, plain-English guidance onthe ins and outs of Constitutional law? Look no
further! Constitutional Law For Dummies provides a detailed studyguide tracking
to this commonly required law course. It breaks downcomplicated material and
gives you a through outline of theparameters and applications of the U.S.
Constitution in modern,easy-to-understand language. Critical information on the
Constitution's foundations, powers,and limitations A modern analysis of the
Constitution's amendments Detailed information on the Supreme Court and
federalism Explaining outdated governmental jargon in current, up-to-dateterms,
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Constitutional Law For Dummies is just what you needfor quick learning and
complete understanding. Students studyinggovernment will also find this to be a
useful supplement to avariety of courses.
Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist
Papers”, a collection of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by
Alexander Hamilton. Following the United States Declaration of Independence in
1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the States lacked cohesion. “The
Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed by American statesman
Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United
States Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and
John Jay to write papers for the compendium, and the three are known as some
of the Founding Fathers of the United States. Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755–1804)
was an American lawyer, journalist and highly influential government official. He
also served as a Senior Officer in the Army between 1799-1800 and founded the
Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances. His
contributions to the Constitution and leadership made a significant and lasting
impact on the early development of the nation of the United States.
This classic study — one of the most influential in the area of American economic
history — questioned the founding fathers' motivations and prompted new
perceptions of the supreme law of the land.
Become an expert on the Revolutionary War American Revolution For Dummies
capitalizes on the recent resurgence of interest in the Revolutionary War
period—one of the most important in the history of the United States. From the
founding fathers to the Declaration of Independence, and everything that
encapsulates this extraordinary period in American history, American Revolution
For Dummies is your one-stop guide to the birth of the United States of America.
Understanding the critical issues of this era is essential to the study of
subsequent periods in American history … and this book makes it more accessible
than ever before. Covers events leading up to the war, including the Sugar Act,
Stamp Act, and the Boston Tea Party Provides information on The Declaration of
Independence Offers insight on major battles, including the Battles of Lexington
and Concord, Bunker Hill, and Yorktown Reviews key figures, including George
Washington, Charles Cornwallis, the Marquis de Lafayette, and Alexander
Hamilton If you want or need to become more knowledgeable about the
American War of Independence and the people and period surrounding it, this
book gives you the information necessary to become an expert on the essential
details of the revolutionary period.
Politicians come and go, but the Constitution stands as the supreme law of the
land. Setting forth the workings of our democracy, it is the bedrock document
from which we derive our policies on topics as diverse and galvanizing as
immigration, gun ownership, voting rights, taxation, policing, civil liberties, and
war. In this indispensable edition, acclaimed historian and Constitutional expert
Ray Raphael guides us through the origins, impact, and current relevance of the
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original text and all twenty-seven amendments. Here is the key historical context
for issues in the news today—from the Electoral College to Washington gridlock,
from peaceful protests to executive power. Thoughtful and nuanced, lively and
highly readable, this annotated Constitution is for all of us to read and refer to—the
ultimate political fact-checking source for every American.
When we discuss constitutional law, we usually focus on the constitutional rules
that apply to what the government does. Far less clear are the constitutional rules
that apply to what the government says. When does the speech of this unusually
powerful speaker violate our constitutional rights and liberties? More specifically,
when does the government's expression threaten liberty or equality? And under
what circumstances does the Constitution prohibit our government from lying to
us? In The Government's Speech and the Constitution, Professor Helen Norton
investigates the variety and abundance of the government's speech, from early
proclamations and simple pamphlets, to the electronic media of radio and
television, and ultimately to today's digital age. This enables us to understand
how the government's speech has changed the world for better and for worse,
and why the government's speech deserves our attention, and at times our
concern.
This handy guide helps readers understand, quickly and in nontechnical
language, the US Constitution. Want to learn about the separation of powers, the
emoluments clause, why slaves in colonial America were considered 3/5 of a
person, gerrymandering, or why Congressional pay raises are limited? Historian
Andrew Arnold provides a simple, non-partisan, line-by-line commentary with
concise explanations of the Constitution's meaning and history, offering little
known facts and anecdotes about all twenty-seven amendments, and discusses
key Supreme Court cases through the ages. For ease of use Arnold follows the
actual numbering system of articles, sections, and clauses in the Constitution.
The book includes two tables of contents--one brief and one detailed--as well as
a bibliography and a short conclusion by Arnold on the enduring significance of
the Constitution.
Whether you understand politics or not, it still affects your life in very real ways.
But American politics can be confusing. What’s a caucus? How do primaries
work? How can you sift through all the babble to get to the truth? Politics For
Dummies offers all these answers and more. And it’s not just for political
novices; even those with a firm understanding of politics can use this book to fill
out their knowledge of the little complexities – from how the Electoral College
works to campaign contribution limits. If you have little or no knowledge of
politics, don’t worry. Most people need answers just like you do, that’s why this
book helps you: Pick the candidate who best represents your views Donate time
or money to a campaign Let your representatives know how you feel Run for
office yourself This simple, friendly guide offers the kind of straight talk on politics
you won’t get from a politician. It covers the nuts and bolts of the political
process so you’ll have a working knowledge of the system. It shows you how to
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get involved at the grass-roots level and explains the rationale behind the twoparty system. It helps you parse the propaganda to get at the truth and offers a
complete explanation of presidential politics. Politics For Dummies covers these
topics and many more: How public opinion polls work How money influences
policy Why your opinion really does count How to donate to political campaigns
and causes Contacting your representatives Politics on the Internet Choosing
parties and candidates Lobbyists and special interest groups How candidates sell
themselves How negative campaigning works What happened in the 2000
presidential election You’ll also find fun and helpful extras like famous political
quotes, the ten things you should teach your children about politics, and voting
requirements for every state. Democracy won’t work for if you don’t participate
in it. So pick up Politics For Dummies, get informed, and get involved. Your
country will thank you!
From war powers to health care, freedom of speech to gun ownership, religious
liberty to abortion, practically every aspect of American life is shaped by the
Constitution. This vital document, along with its history of political and judicial
interpretation, governs our individual lives and the life of our nation. Yet most of
us know surprisingly little about the Constitution itself, and are woefully
unprepared to think for ourselves about recent developments in its long and
storied history. The Constitution: An Introduction is the definitive modern primer
on the US Constitution. Michael Stokes Paulsen, one of the nation’s most
provocative and accomplished scholars of the Constitution, and his son Luke
Paulsen, a gifted young writer and lay scholar, have combined to write a lively
introduction to the supreme law of the United States, covering the Constitution’s
history and meaning in clear, accessible terms. Beginning with the Constitution’s
birth in 1787, Paulsen and Paulsen offer a grand tour of its provisions, principles,
and interpretation, introducing readers to the characters and controversies that
have shaped the Constitution in the 200-plus years since its creation. Along the
way, the authors provide correctives to the shallow myths and partial truths that
pervade so much popular treatment of the Constitution, from school textbooks to
media accounts of today’s controversies, and offer powerful insights into the
Constitution’s true meaning. A lucid and engaging guide, The Constitution: An
Introduction provides readers with the tools to think critically and independently
about constitutional issues—a skill that is ever more essential to the continued
flourishing of American democracy.
Discover how the Oval Office’s occupants have made and make history Which
one was the tallest? Which one fought a duel? Which had liquor smuggled into
the White House during Prohibition? And why is the president even called the
president in the first place? From periwigs and knee breeches to the 24-hour
news cycle and presidential Tweets, the fascinating and colorful stories of the 45
incumbents are a powerful lens through which to view U.S. history and get insight
into the present. Taking readers on a fact-filled journey through two centuries,
this book examines how each individual obtained their dream (or nightmare)
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position, what they stood for (or against), achieved (or didn’t), and how their
actions affected the country—for better or worse. And—remembering that
presidents are people too—it shows how the personal really can be political,
exploring how each president’s vision, strengths, and foibles helped or hindered
them in building the country and their own legacy. Accessible biographies of all
presidents Sidebars, timelines, and photos Lists of best and worst
administrations Bonus online content, including quizzes galore to help build
retention Whether you’re a student, a history buff—or are even interested in
becoming president yourself one day—U. S. Presidents For Dummies is the
perfect guide to what it takes to be leader of the free world, who has stepped up
to that challenge, and how those personal histories can help us understand
yesterday’s, today’s, and even tomorrow’s union.
In this provocative book, one of our most eminent political scientists questions
the extent to which the American Constitution furthers democratic goals. Robert
Dahl reveals the Constitution's potentially antidemocratic elements and explains
why they are there, compares the American constitutional system to other
democratic systems, and explores how we might alter our political system to
achieve greater equality among citizens. In a new chapter for this second edition,
he shows how increasing differences in state populations revealed by the Census
of 2000 have further increased the veto power over constitutional amendments
held by a tiny minority of Americans. He then explores the prospects for changing
some important political practices that are not prescribed by the written
Constitution, though most Americans may assume them to be so.
U.S. Constitution For DummiesJohn Wiley & Sons
Discover the ins and outs of Constitutional law Are you a student looking for
trusted, plain-English guidance on the ins and outs of Constitutional law? Look no
further! Constitutional Law For Dummies provides a detailed study guide tracking
to this commonly required law course. It breaks down complicated material and
gives you a through outline of the parameters and applications of the U.S.
Constitution in modern, easy-to-understand language. Critical information on the
Constitution's foundations, powers, and limitations A modern analysis of the
Constitution's amendments Detailed information on the Supreme Court and
federalism Explaining outdated governmental jargon in current, up-to-date terms,
Constitutional Law For Dummies is just what you need for quick learning and
complete understanding. Students studying government will also find this to be a
useful supplement to a variety of courses.
Offers an accessible, interdisciplinary, and historically informed introduction to
the study of American constitutionalism.
Get up to speed on the U.S. political system Confused by caucuses, primaries,
and pollsters? Puzzled by the various parties and special interest groups?
Politics For Dummies has everything you need to understand local, state, and
national politics; how to communicate with your elected officials; and what your
representatives can do for you. You’ll find out all about lobbying groups, subPage 13/14
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committees, the government branches, and how elections work. Also included is
new information on how to use online tools and social media to find out what
legislation is on the floor, what issues are before the Supreme Court, and when
congress and the Supreme Court are in session. Understand the United States
political system Learn more about the three branches of U.S. government
Discover the differences in federal, state, and local operations Get need-to-know
information for involvement This book cuts through the political jargon and
provides clear, up-to-date details about everything from legislation to polls to
presidential elections in the United States—and explains how you can become a
political player yourself.
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