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Tobruk Peter Fitzsimons
The epic story of the Boer War and Harry 'Breaker' Morant: drover, horseman, bush poet murderer or hero? Most people have heard of the Boer War and of Harry 'Breaker' Morant, a
figure who rivals Ned Kelly as an archetypal Australian folk hero. But Morant was a
complicated man. Born in England and immigrating to Queensland in 1883, he established a
reputation as a rider, polo player and poet who submitted ballads to The Bulletin and counted
Banjo Paterson as a friend. Travelling on his wits and the goodwill of others, Morant was quick
to act when appeals were made for horsemen to serve in the war in South Africa. He joined up,
first with the South Australian Mounted Rifles and then with a South African irregular unit, the
Bushveldt Carbineers. The adventure would not go as Breaker planned. In October 1901
Lieutenant Harry Morant and two other Australians, Lieutenants Peter Handcock and George
Witton, were arrested for the murder of Boer prisoners. Morant and Handcock were courtmartialled and executed in February 1902 as the Boer War was in its closing stages, but the
debate over their convictions continues to this day. With his masterful command of story, Peter
FitzSimons takes us to the harsh landscape of southern Africa and into the bloody action of
war against an unpredictable force using modern commando tactics. The truths FitzSimons
uncovers about 'the Breaker' and the part he played in the Boer War are astonishing - and
finally we will know if the Breaker was a hero, a cad, a scapegoat or a criminal.
Stories of heroism, suffering and endurance, and humour, from the main wars in which
Australians have fought. Includes stories from WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, plus the
home front. Most of the stories haven't been seen since they were first published in
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newspapers and memoirs. Many were sourced from unpublished diaries.
Peter FitzSimons brings to life the story of the battle of Le Hamel - the Allied triumph
masterminded by Australian commander Sir John Monash, whose strategies became the
blueprint for modern warfare The Battle of Le Hamel on 4 July 1918 was an Allied triumph, and
strategically very important in the closing stages of WWI. A largely Australian force,
commanded by the brilliant Sir John Monash, fought what has been described as the first
modern battle - where infantry, tanks, artillery and planes operated together as a coordinated
force. Monash planned every detail meticulously, with nothing left to chance. Integrated use of
tanks, planes, infantry, wireless (and even carrier pigeons!) was the basis, and it went on from
there, down to the details: everyone used the same maps, with updated versions delivered by
motorbike despatch riders to senior commanders, including Monash. Each infantry battalion
was allocated to a tank group, and they advanced together. Supplies and ammunition were
dropped as needed from planes. The losses were relatively few. In the words of Monash: 'A
perfected modern battle plan is like nothing so much as a score for an orchestral composition,
where the various arms and units are the instruments, and the tasks they perform are their
respective musical phrases.' Monash planned for the battle to last for 90 minutes - in the end it
went for 93. What happened in those minutes changed for the rest of the war the way the
British fought battles, and the tactics and strategies used by the Allies. Peter FitzSimons brings
this Allied triumph to life, and tells this magnificent story as it should be told.
Carrying the surname of his uncle and Immortal Reg, Mark Gasnier had blinding pace, a
shimmy, a step and an innate sense of timing. Whether it was for St George Illawarra, NSW or
Australia, he could seemingly sniff out a try at will. As former NSW coach Phil Gould once
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remarked: "Mark Gasnier, the best centre I have seen." Yet for a game that came to him so
naturally, Gasnier's career was never so straightforward. His famous bloodlines and the
notorious hoodoo that had seen the Dragons fail to win a premiership in three decades meant
the weight of expectation never went away. A drunken phone call during a NSW bonding
session that led to his sacking on the eve of his Origin debut, the curse of injury and the
ultimate decision to walk away from the game and play rugby union for Paris glamour club
Stade Francais only add to his complex journey. Those obstacles only made the finish - when
he returned to the NRL to win the grand final with St George Illawarra - sweeter ... before he
shocked everyone again with the early announcement of his retirement. Throughout his career,
Gasnier was guarded with the media. For the first time, he candidly tells his story.
History comes to life with Peter FitzSimons in the story of Australia's most famous polar
explorer and the giants from the heroic age of polar exploration: Scott, Amundsen and
Shackleton. Sir Douglas Mawson, born in 1882 and knighted in 1914, remains Australia's
greatest Antarctic explorer. On 2 December 1911, his Australasian Antarctic Expedition left
Hobart to explore the virgin frozen coastline below Australia, 2000 miles of which had never felt
the tread of a human foot. He was on his way to fulfil a national dream he had first conceived
three years earlier, while on his first trip to the frozen continent on the Nimrod expedition under
the leadership of the charismatic Anglo-Irishman Sir Ernest Shackleton. Even as Mawson and
his men were approaching Antarctica, two other famous Antarctic explorers were already
engaged in nothing less than a race to become the first men to reach the South Pole. While
Roald Amundsen of Norway, with his small team, was racing with dogs along one route,
England's legendary Scott of the Antarctic, with his far larger team, was relying primarily on
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ponies and 'man-hauling' to get there along another. As Mawson and his men make their home
on the windiest place on earth and prepare for their own record-breaking treks, with
devastating drama to be their constant companion, the stories of Amundsen and Scott similarly
play out. With his trademark in-depth research, FitzSimons provides a compelling portrait of
these great Antarctic explorers. For the first time, he weaves together their legendary feats into
one thrilling account, bringing the jaw-dropping events of this bygone era dazzlingly back to
life.
This biography of the leader of the Australian Labor Party focuses on his political career.
Discusses his early exposure to politics, handing out 'how to vote' cards for his father a Labor
MP, and his rise to the leadership of the party. Provides an insight into the Hawke-Keating
battle, the move to privatise Australia's telecommunications and Cheryl Kernot's move to
Labor, as well as examining Beazley's contribution to Australian politics. Includes a preface by
British Prime Minister, Tony Blair. Author is a journalist with the Sydney Morning Herald.
Beginning on 10th April 1941, and lasting for 240 days, the siege of Tobruk is a mesmerising
tale of human endurance and heroism. It is an epic story of extraordinary resilience as the
Libyan port’s 24,000 defenders met increasingly desperate attempts by Rommel’s Panzer
divisions to break through the hurriedly thrown-up defences. It was a battle of bayonets and
grenades against tanks, of David versus Goliath. The eventual allied victory came against
overwhelming odds, plus the morale sapping knowledge that the defenders were surrounded
on one side by the sea, and on the other by Hitler’s men and machines (who, only the year
before, had brought Western Europe to its knees). Tobruk was defended in the main by the
Australian 9th Division, followed by the British 70th Infantry Division who then linked up with
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the advancing 8th Army. The Royal Navy also played an important role in Tobruk’s defence.
By December 1941 Rommel had been beaten and forced to withdraw his forces from
Cyrenaica. The siege was lifted and the exhausted, gallant defenders able to march out in
triumph.
In the Trenches of Hell On July 19, 1916, 7000 Australian soldiers - in the first major action of
the AIF on the Western Front - attacked entrenched German positions at Fromelles in northern
France. By the next day, there were over 5500 casualties, including nearly 2000 dead - a
bloodbath that the Australian War Memorial describes as 'the worst 24 hours in Australia's
entire history. Just days later, three Australian Divisions attacked German positions at nearby
Pozires, and over the next six weeks they suffered another 23,000 casualties. Of that bitter
battle, the great Australian war correspondent Charles Bean would write, "The field of Pozires
is more consecrated by Australian fighting and more hallowed by Australian blood than any
field which has ever existed . . ." Yet the sad truth is that, nearly a century on from those
battles, Australians know only a fraction of what occurred. This book brings the battles back to
life and puts the reader in the moment, illustrating both the heroism displayed and the insanity
of the British plan. With his extraordinary vigour and commitment to research, Peter
FitzSimons shows why this is a story about which all Australians can be proud. And angry.

Now this gripping and bestselling account of the Kokoda campaign is available in
a superbly packaged, hardback gift edition illustrated with almost 150
photographs. Kokoda was a defining battle for Australia a small force of young, illequipped Australians engaged a highly experienced and hitherto unstoppable
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Japanese force on a narrow, precarious jungle track and defeated them. A
bestseller in both hardback and paperback, this edition is illustrated with photos
of what it was really like many taken from the prize-winning work of Australian
cameraman, Damien Parer. He risked his life to capture the reality of what these
Australian soldiers endured, and achieved.
Updated edition of an authorised biography which was widely acclaimed when
first published in 1993. The subject of this study had an outstanding career as a
Rugby Union player and captained the Australian team during a period of great
success. The author, a professional journalist, was a team-mate of Farr-Jones
and uses first-hand knowledge of his subject and of the game itself to add depth
to the study. The text is supported by illustrations and an index.
Story of Britain's unsuccessful attempt to hold this base in Libya during
1941-1942.
In the Trenches of Hell On 19 July 1916, 7000 Australian soldiers - in the first
major action of the AIF on the Western Front - attacked entrenched German
positions at Fromelles in northern France. By the next day, there were over 5500
casualties, including nearly 2000 dead - a bloodbath that the Australian War
Memorial describes as 'the worst 24 hours in Australia's entire history. Just days
later, three Australian Divisions attacked German positions at nearby Poziores,
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and over the next six weeks they suffered another 23,000 casualties. Of that
bitter battle, the great Australian war correspondent Charles Bean would write,
'The field of Poziores is more consecrated by Australian fighting and more
hallowed by Australian blood than any field which has ever existed . . .' Yet the
sad truth is that, nearly a century on from those battles, Australians know only a
fraction of what occurred. This book brings the battles back to life and puts the
reader in the moment, illustrating both the heroism displayed and the insanity of
the British plan. With his extraordinary vigour and commitment to research, Peter
FitzSimons shows why this is a story about which all Australians can be proud.
And angry.
Putting his unique spin on our sporting life, Peter FitzSimons celebrates the tall
tales and true, the outrageous yarns and the knockabout humour from the footy
fields, cricket grounds, dressing rooms, bars and commentary boxes of Australia.
From the clever sledges behind the bales and the goalposts to the quick wit of
lounge room commentators and the ever so slightly exaggerated tales of holes in
one and other great sporting feats, comes this collection of wicked tales, killer
quotes and puffed up stories of sporting prowess that it will make you chuckle,
roll your eyes and say, 'Seriously... you have to laugh'!
An affectionate and hilarious tribute to the childhood of another era, from one of
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Australia's favourite authors A memoir of love, laughter, loss and billycarts Peter
FitzSimons's account of growing up on the rural outskirts of Sydney in the 1960s
is first and foremost a tribute to family. But it is also a salute to times and
generations past, when praise was understated but love unstinting; work was
hard and values clear; when people stood by each other in adversity. Above all,
in the FitzSimons home, days were for doing. In this rollicking and often hilarious
memoir, Peter describes a childhood of mischief, camaraderie, eccentric
characters, drama - and constant love and generosity. the childhood of a simpler
time. this edition now includes supplementary reading group notes.
Eureka Stockade - The Unfinished RevolutionIn 1854, Victorian miners fought a
deadly battle under the flag of the Southern Cross at the Eureka Stockade.
Though brief and doomed to fail, the battle is legend in both our history and in the
Australian mind.
The story of one man who had the guts to lose his gut. This is a book that will
finally help an ordinary bloke lose weight. (Don't worry, it has nothing to do with
wearing a red bandana.) Ever struggled with your weight? Or did you stop
struggling years ago and let the pies win? Peter FitzSimons has been there and
eaten that. In The Great Aussie Bloke Slim-Down, he will lead you through the
fads that failed him, the diets that died fast and left him furious, and the ways his
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waistline kept the belt industry in business. Take tips from someone who knows
how to eat and drink way too much. And how to stop. Peter FitzSimons was a
large lad with little self-control who has found the light and finally become lighter.
In this book he tells you how and shows you who is responsible for you getting fat
in the first place. (Spoiler alert: It's you. And sugar.) Have you ever wondered
which diet works? Well, Peter FitzSimons has devoted his adult life to trying all of
them and failing miserably. But you may have noticed this man-mountain has lost
a lot of his landspace over the last few years. This is the tale of how that
happened and how it can happen to the bloke in your life.
TobrukHarperCollins Australia
It's early 1918, and after four brutal years, the fate of the Great War hangs in the
balance. On the one hand, the fact that Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks have
seized power in Russia - immediately suing for peace with Germany - means that
no fewer than one million of the Kaiser's soldiers can now be transferred from
there to the Western Front. On the other, now that America has entered the war,
it means that two million American soldiers are also on their way, to tip the scales
of war to the Allies. The Germans, realising that their only hope is striking at the
Allied lines first, do exactly that, and on the morning of 21 March 1918, the
Kaiserschlacht, the Kaiser's battle, is launched - the biggest set-piece battle the
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world has ever seen. Across a 45-mile front, no fewer than two million German
soldiers hurl themselves at the Allied lines, with the specific intention of splitting
the British and French forces, and driving all the way through to the town of
Villers-Bretonneux, at which point their artillery will be able to rain down shells on
the key train-hub town of Amiens, thus throttling the Allied supply lines. For nigh
on two weeks, the plan works brilliantly, and the Germans are able to advance
without check, as the exhausted British troops flee before them, together with
tens of thousands of French refugees. In desperation, the British commander,
General Douglas Haig, calls upon the Australian soldiers to stop the German
advance, and save Villers-Bretonneux. If the Australians can hold this, the very
gate to Amiens, then the Germans will not win the war. 'It's up to us, then, ' one of
the Diggers writes in his diary. Arriving at Villers-Bretonneux just in time, the
Australians are indeed able to hold off the Germans, launching a vicious
counterattack that hurls the Germans back the first time. And then, on Anzac Day
1918, when the town falls after all to the British defenders, it is again the
Australians who are called on to save the day, the town, and the entire battle. Not
for nothing does the primary school at Villers-Bretonneux have above every
blackboard, to this day, 'N'oublions jamais, l'Australie.' Never forget Australia.
And they never have.
Page 10/26

Online Library Tobruk Peter Fitzsimons
With Magazine Wars, a new ABC drama series from the makers of Paper Giants:
The Birth of Cleo, set to recreate Nene King's heyday presiding over WOMAN'S
DAY in the race for ratings, Peter FitzSimon's biography of Nene takes us behind
the scenes of Nene's triumphs - and tragedies. It's 1987. Big hair and
shoulderpads rule. Flamboyant deputy editor Nene King storms out of NEW IDEA
to become editor of Kerry Packer's WOMAN'S DAY, determined to overthrow
NEW IDEA and her former boss Dulcie Boling's supremacy. What followed was
the rise of celebrity and gossip-fuelled journalism, a world where Nene reigned
supreme. Even the once untouchable Royals - Charles and Diana, Fergie and
Andrew - became fodder for the magazines' ratings war. Famous for her
friendship with the Packer family, infamous for her publication of Fergie's toesucking picture, Nene's own life has not been free from tragedy. Her beloved
husband, Patrick, went missing while diving with friends off Bondi. His body was
never recovered. When the shock of the tragedy saw Nene end up in Narcotics
Anonymous, she realised it was time for change. Retiring from the world of
magazines, gradually Nene took back her life ... Now, in 2013, as Paper Giants:
Magazine Wars airs on the ABC, Nene brings readers right up to date with the
continuing ups and downs of her rollercoaster life, when, deceived by people she
trusted, Nene lost her home and all her savings. As Nene has said, 'it's a
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personal journey, it's all I can do, the triumphs and the tragedies. And I'm sure
you learn more from my mistakes than from my achievements.'
This book tells nothing less than the story of how the modern, Western view of
the world was born. Cultural and intellectual historian Anthony Pagden explains
how, and why, the ideal of a universal, global, and cosmopolitan society became
such a central part of the Western imagination in the ferment of the
Enlightenment - and how these ideas have done battle with an inward-looking,
tradition-oriented view of the world ever since. Cosmopolitanism is an ancient
creed; but in its modern form it was a creature of the Enlightenment attempt to
create a new 'science of man', based upon a vision of humanity made up of
autonomous individuals, free from all the constraints imposed by custom,
prejudice, and religion. As Pagden shows, this 'new science' was based not
simply on 'cold, calculating reason', as its critics claimed, but on the argument
that all humans are linked by what in the Enlightenment were called 'sympathetic'
attachments. The conclusion was that despite the many tribes and nations into
which humanity was divided there was only one 'human nature', and that the final
destiny of the species could only be the creation of one universal, cosmopolitan
society. This new 'human science' provided the philosophical grounding of the
modern world. It has been the inspiration behind the League of Nations, the
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United Nations and the European Union. Without it, international law, global
justice, and human rights legislation would be unthinkable. As Anthony Pagden
argues passionately and persuasively in this book, it is a legacy well worth
preserving - and one that might yet come to inherit the earth.
Australians fought in the deserts of North Africa and the Middle East in both
World Wars. This is the very human story of those soldiers, sailors and airmen
and their involvement in some of the toughest campaigns of modern times, and
their life away from the battlefield.
Australia’s best-selling author’s favourite wisecracks, tall tales and rib-ticklers.
Two drunks were walking home along the railway tracks. The first drunk says,
'There's a hell of a lot of steps here.' The second drunk says, 'I'll tell you what's
worse, this hand rail is low down.’ Peter FitzSimons has collected the biggest,
bestest, funniest, downright groan-inducing,rib-ticklers, one-liners, knock-knocks,
shaggy dog stories and limericks and collated them into the ultimate book of
jokes.
On 25 April 1915, Allied forces landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula in present-day
Turkey to secure the sea route between Britain and France in the west and
Russia in the east. After eight months of terrible fighting, they would fail. Turkey
regards the victory to this day as a defining moment in its history, a heroic last
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stand in the defence of the nation's Ottoman Empire. But, counter-intuitively, it
would signify something perhaps even greater for the defeated Australians and
New Zealanders involved- the birth of their countries' sense of nationhood. Now
approaching its centenary, the Gallipoli campaign, commemorated each year on
Anzac Day, reverberates with importance as the origin and symbol of Australian
and New Zealand identity. As such, the facts of the battle - which was minor
against the scale of the First World War and cost less than a sixth of the
Australian deaths on the Western Front - are often forgotten or obscured. Peter
FitzSimons, with his trademark vibrancy and expert melding of writing and
research, recreates the disaster as experienced by those who endured it or
perished in the attempt.
The iconic Australian exploration story - brought to life by Peter FitzSimons,
Australia's storyteller. 'They have left here today!' he calls to the others. When
King puts his hand down above the ashes of the fire, it is to find it still hot. There
is even a tiny flame flickering from the end of one log. They must have left just
hours ago. MELBOURNE, 20 AUGUST 1860. In an ambitious quest to be the
first Europeans to cross the harsh Australian continent, the Victorian Exploring
Expedition sets off, farewelled by 15,000 cheering well-wishers. Led by Robert
O'Hara Burke, a brave man totally lacking in the bush skills necessary for his
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task; surveyor and meteorologist William Wills; and 17 others, the expedition took
20 tons of equipment carried on six wagons, 23 horses and 26 camels. Almost
immediately plagued by disputes and sackings, the expeditioners battled the
extremes of the Australian landscape and weather: its deserts, the boggy
mangrove swamps of the Gulf, the searing heat and flooding rains. Food ran
short and, unable to live off the land, the men nevertheless mostly spurned the
offers of help from the local Indigenous people. In desperation, leaving the rest of
the party at the expedition's depot on Coopers Creek, Burke, Wills, Charley Gray
and John King made a dash for the Gulf in December 1860. Bad luck and bad
management would see them miss by just hours a rendezvous back at Coopers
Creek, leaving them stranded in the wilderness with practically no supplies. Only
King survived to tell the tale. Yet, despite their tragic fates, the names of Burke
and Wills have become synonymous with perseverance and bravery in the face
of overwhelming odds. They live on in our nation's history - and their story
remains immediate and compelling.
‘What matters most is that a magisterial book by a great and intrepid journalist is once again
accorded the attention it so richly deserves.’ Quadrant In early 1941 Australian soldiers
stormed Italy’s stronghold on the Libyan coast and took control of the port city of Tobruk.
Heavily outnumbered, yet resourceful and defiant, the Australians then defended the garrison
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against sustained attack by German forces. For five months the ‘Rats of Tobruk’ held on,
dealing a major blow to the Axis powers’ North African campaign. Tobruk 1941 is the
pioneering ABC reporter Chester Wilmot’s on-the-ground account of the siege, a landmark
work of war writing. This edition comes with a new introduction by the historian Peter
Cochrane. Chester Wilmot was born in 1911, and studied history and law at the University of
Melbourne. After working briefly as a legal clerk, he became a war correspondent for the ABC
and later the BBC, working in the Middle East, North Africa, Europe and New Guinea. A
dynamic, innovative and sometimes controversial journalist, Wilmot reported from the frontlines
of many key battles. He later settled in England, where he became a broadcaster and military
historian. His second book, The Struggle for Europe (1952), was a bestseller and is still
considered one of the finest books about World War II. Wilmot died in a plane crash in 1954.
‘Riveting...[Tobruk 1941] brings to vivid life the battle.’ Age ‘It’s not true that time preserves
the best books. It’s often neglectful...Wilmot was with the Australian and British troops at
Tobruk, during its capture and after. He takes you onto the battlefield: describing sappers
dismantling land mines with sticks in advance of the troops. Australians capturing surprised
Italians at mealtime then finishing their meals for them, and the courage it takes to stand your
ground and shoot Stukas from the sky to keep the life-line harbour going. Informed, incisive
and vivid.’ Sydney Morning Herald
On 25 April 1915, Allied forces landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula in present-day Turkey to
secure the sea route between Britain and France in the west and Russia in the east. After eight
months of terrible fighting, they would fail. Peter tells this iconic tale in GALLIPOLI. History
comes to life with Peter FitzSimons. Turkey regards the victory to this day as a defining
Page 16/26

Online Library Tobruk Peter Fitzsimons
moment in its history, a heroic last stand in the defence of the nation’s Ottoman Empire. But,
counter-intuitively, it would signify something perhaps even greater for the defeated Australians
and New Zealanders involved: the birth of their countries’ sense of nationhood. Now
approaching its centenary, the Gallipoli campaign, commemorated each year on Anzac Day,
reverberates with importance as the origin and symbol of Australian and New Zealand identity.
As such, the facts of the battle – which was minor against the scale of the First World War and
cost less than a sixth of the Australian deaths on the Western Front – are often forgotten or
obscured. Peter FitzSimons, with his trademark vibrancy and expert melding of writing and
research, recreates the disaster as experienced by those who endured it or perished in the
attempt.
You gotta love this country when an AFL legend takes his mum instead of his girlfriend to the
Brownlow, when an Australian cricket captain joins a bunch of fourteen year olds for a bit of
street cricket, when a bloke wins the Australian Marbles Championship after being reunited
with the tom-bowlers his brother threw away forty years ago, and when the dry cleaner down
the road is called Drop Your Pants. Peter FitzSimons celebrates the good, the generous, the
kind and the downright strange in this hilarious and heart-warming collection of stories from
daily life and grassroots sporting fields around the country. It's enough for you to puff out your
chest and say, Gotta Love This Country!
The must-read story of the boy from Brisbane who became a wartime hero and aviation
trailblazer. In an action-packed life, the indomitable 'Smithy' went from fighting as a soldier
amid the carnage of Gallipoli and the Western Front to taking to the skies against the likes of
the Red Baron - for which he won the Military Cross for gallantry - before becoming the
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greatest peacetime aviator of his generation. Along with Charles Ulm, he was the first to
conquer the Pacific by air, the first to fly across the Tasman Sea, the fastest to fly from
England to Australia, and the first pilot to circumnavigate the globe by crossing the equator.
With typical flair, FitzSimons also tells the story of several breakthroughs, some made in
Australia, which laid the foundation for the Wright brothers' success in 1903; the first flight
across the Channel in 1908; Germany's Red Baron terrorising the Allies in 1917-18, before
being shot down by an Australian; Ross and Keith Smith's first flight from England to Australia
in 1919; the formation of Qantas in 1921; Lindbergh's stunning vault between America and
Europe in 1927; the Great Centenary Air Race; the loss of the Southern Cloud; the saga of
Bert Hinkler and much, much more... 'Undoubtedly the best aviation book I have ever read.'
Dick Smith
Tells the story of the revolution in world rugby that led to the game becoming fully professional.
The author relates the battle for control of Rugby Union between Kerry Packer and Rupert
Murdoch.
Examines the story of the Batavia, a seventeenth-century Dutch East India Company treasure
ship, which was shipwrecked during a mutiny led by Jeronimus Corneliszoon, an event that led
to the slaughter of more than one hundred innocent survivors.
Deadliest Sea by Kalee Thompson is the spellbinding true story of the greatest rescue in U.S.
Coast Guard history. Recounting the tragic sinking of the fishing trawler, Alaska Ranger, in the
Bering Sea and its remarkable aftermath in March 2008, Deadliest Sea is real life action and
adventure at its finest. The full story of an amazing rescue—where extraordinary courage,
ingenuity, will, and technology combined in one of the most remarkable maritime feats ever
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recorded—has never been told before now. It’s The Perfect Storm meets Deadliest Catch.
The Battle of Le Hamel on 4 July 1918 was an Allied triumph, and strategically very important
in the closing stages of WWI. A largely Australian force, commanded by the brilliant Sir John
Monash, fought what has been described as the first modern battle - where infantry, tanks,
artillery and planes operated together as a coordinated force. Monash planned every detail
meticulously, with nothing left to chance. Integrated use of tanks, planes, infantry, wireless
(and even carrier pigeons!) was the basis, and it went on from there, down to the details:
everyone used the same maps, with updated versions delivered by motorbike despatch riders
to senior commanders, including Monash. Each infantry battalion was allocated to a tank
group, and they advanced together. Supplies and ammunition were dropped as needed from
planes. The losses were relatively few. In the words of Monash: 'A perfected modern battle
plan is like nothing so much as a score for an orchestral composition, where the various arms
and units are the instruments, and the tasks they perform are their respective musical phrases.'
Monash planned for the battle to last for 90 minutes - in the end it went for 93. What happened
in those minutes changed for the rest of the war the way the British fought battles, and the
tactics and strategies used by the Allies. Peter FitzSimons brings this Allied triumph to life, and
tells this magnificent story as it should be told.

Discusses Iraq's initial steps toward creating an atomic bomb and the secret plan by
Israeli air force commander David Ivry to launch an air strike on Iraq's reactor in
defiance of its U.S. and European allies, recounting the dramatic tale of sacrifice and
survival on the part of eight mission pilots, including Israeli space shuttle Columbia
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astronaut Ilan Ramon. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
An Australian hero torn between family and country 'Put Les Darcy in a uniform and the
men of Australia will march to hell behind him.' that was the message trained on
Australia's great 'Blacksmith Boxer', as debate about conscription raged in the middle of
World War I. the problem was that Les Darcy didn't want to march at the fore of such a
procession, nor to such a destination. He wanted to continue what he had been doing
to extraordinary acclaim before the war began - taking on the best boxers the world
could throw at him, and lifting his entire family out of poverty as he did so. torn between
the duty he felt he owed his family, and the duty many felt he owed his country, Les
made his choice ... and faced the consequences. And so unfolds a ballad of love, war,
betrayal, mystery, patriotism and heroism; a ballad of a champion whose story still has
the power to move the stoniest heart.
The number 1 non-fiction bestseller.More than 100,000 copies sold! 'What we have, we
hold'MOttO OF AUStRALIA'S 2/17tH BAttALIONIn the tradition of his bestselling
Kokoda, Peter FitzSimons, Australia's most beloved popular historian, focuses on one
of the seminal moments in Australian history: the Battle of tobruk in 1941, in which
more than 15 000 Australian troops - backed by British artillery - fought in excruciating
desert heat through eight long months, against Adolf Hitler's formidable Afrika
Korps.During the dark heart of World War II, when Hitler turned his attention to
conquering North Africa, a distracted and far-fl ung Allied force could not give its all to
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the defence of Libya. So the job was left to the roughest, toughest bunch that could be
mustered: the Australian Imperial Force. the AIF's defence of the harbour city of tobruk
against the Afrika Korps' armoured division is not only the stuff of Australian legend, it is
one of the great battles of all time, as against the might of General Rommel and his
Panzers, the Australians relied on one factor in particular to give them the necessary
strength against the enemy: mateship.Drawing on extensive source material - including
diaries and letters, many never published before - this extraordinary book, written in
Peter FitzSimons' highly readable style, is the definitive account of this remarkable
chapter in Australia's history.Foreword by Manfred Rommel.
The incredible true story of one of the most extraordinary and inspirational prison
breaks in Australian history. New York, 1874. Members of the Clan-na-Gael - agitators
for Irish freedom from the English yoke - hatch a daring plan to free six Irish political
prisoners from the most remote prison in the British Empire, Fremantle Prison in
Western Australia. Under the guise of a whale hunt, Captain Anthony sets sail on the
Catalpa to rescue the men from the stone walls of this hell on Earth known to the
inmates as a 'living tomb'. What follows is one of history's most stirring sagas that
splices Irish, American, British and Australian history together in its climactic moment.
For Ireland, who had suffered English occupation for 700 years, a successful escape
was an inspirational call to arms. For America, it was a chance to slap back at Britain
for their support of the South in the Civil War; for England, a humiliation. And for a
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young Australia, still not sure if it was Great Britain in the South Seas or worthy of being
an independent country in its own right, it was proof that Great Britain was not
unbeatable. Told with FitzSimons' trademark combination of arresting history and
storytelling verve, The Catalpa Rescue is a tale of courage and cunning, the fight for
independence and the triumph of good men, against all odds.
Love him or loathe him, Ned Kelly has been at the heart of Australian culture and
identity since he and his gang were tracked down in bushland by the Victorian police
and came out fighting, dressed in bulletproof iron armor made from farmers' ploughs.
Historians still disagree over virtually every aspect of the eldest Kelly boy's brushes with
the law. Did he or did he not shoot Constable Fitzpatrick at their family home? Was he
a lawless thug or a noble Robin Hood, a remorseless killer or a crusader against
oppression and discrimination? Was he even a political revolutionary, an Australian
republican channeling the spirit of Eureka? Peter FitzSimons, bestselling chronicler of
many of the great defining moments and people of the Australia's history, is the perfect
person to tell this most iconic of all Australian stories, from Kelly's early days in
Beveridge, Victoria, in the mid-1800s, to the Felons' Apprehension Act, which made it
possible for anyone to shoot the Kelly gang, to Ned's appearance in his now-famous
armor, prompting the shocked and bewildered police to exclaim "He is the devil!" ove
him or loathe him, Ned Kelly has been at the heart of Australian culture and identity
since he and his gang were tracked down in bushland by the Victorian police and came
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out fighting, dressed in bulletproof iron armour made from farmers' ploughs. History
comes to life with Peter Fitzsimons. Historians still disagree over virtually every aspect
of the eldest Kelly boy's brushes with the law. Did he or did he not shoot Constable
Fitzpatrick at their family home? Was he a lawless thug or a noble Robin Hood, a
remorseless killer or a crusader against oppression and discrimination? Was he even a
political revolutionary, an Australian republican channelling the spirit of Eureka? Peter
FitzSimons, bestselling chronicler of many of the great defining moments and people of
this nation's history, is the perfect person to tell this most iconic of all Australian stories.
From Kelly's early days in Beveridge, Victoria, in the mid-1800s, to the Felons'
Apprehension Act, which made it possible for anyone to shoot the Kelly gang, to Ned's
appearance in his now-famous armour, prompting the shocked and bewildered police to
exclaim ''He is the devil!' and ''He is the bunyip!', FitzSimons brings the history of Ned
Kelly and his gang exuberantly to life, weighing in on all of the myths, legends and
controversies generated by this compelling and divisive Irish-Australian rebel. - See
more at: http://www.randomhouse.com.au/books/peter-fitzsimons/nedkelly-9780857982094.aspx#sthash.79f0UNWn.dpuf Love him or loathe him, Ned Kelly
has been at the heart of Australian culture and identity since he and his gang were
tracked down in bushland by the Victorian police and came out fighting, dressed in
bulletproof iron armour made from farmers' ploughs. History comes to life with Peter
Fitzsimons. - See more at: http://www.randomhouse.co.nz/books/peter-fitzsimons/nedPage 23/26
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kelly-9780857982094.aspx#sthash.Uk1kblFE.dpuf Love him or loathe him, Ned Kelly
has been at the heart of Australian culture and identity since he and his gang were
tracked down in bushland by the Victorian police and came out fighting, dressed in
bulletproof iron armour made from farmers' ploughs. History comes to life with Peter
Fitzsimons. Historians still disagree over virtually every aspect of the eldest Kelly boy's
brushes with the law. Did he or did he not shoot Constable Fitzpatrick at their family
home? Was he a lawless thug or a noble Robin Hood, a remorseless killer or a
crusader against oppression and discrimination? Was he even a political revolutionary,
an Australian republican channelling the spirit of Eureka? Peter FitzSimons, bestselling
chronicler of many of the great defining moments and people of this nation's history, is
the perfect person to tell this most iconic of all Australian stories. From Kelly's early
days in Beveridge, Victoria, in the mid-1800s, to the Felons' Apprehension Act, which
made it possible for anyone to shoot the Kelly gang, to Ned's appearance in his nowfamous armour, prompting the shocked and bewildered police to exclaim ''He is the
devil!' and ''He is the bunyip!', FitzSimons brings the history of Ned Kelly and his gang
exuberantly to life, weighing in on all of the myths, legends and controversies generated
by this compelling and divisive Irish-Australian rebel. - See more at: http://www.random
house.co.nz/books/peter-fitzsimons/nedkelly-9780857982094.aspx#sthash.Uk1kblFE.dpuf Love him or loathe him, Ned Kelly
has been at the heart of Australian culture and identity since he and his gang were
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tracked down in bushland by the Victorian police and came out fighting, dressed in
bulletproof iron armour made from farmers' ploughs. History comes to life with Peter
Fitzsimons. Historians still disagree over virtually every aspect of the eldest Kelly boy's
brushes with the law. Did he or did he not shoot Constable Fitzpatrick at their family
home? Was he a lawless thug or a noble Robin Hood, a remorseless killer or a
crusader against oppression and discrimination? Was he even a political revolutionary,
an Australian republican channelling the spirit of Eureka? Peter FitzSimons, bestselling
chronicler of many of the great defining moments and people of this nation's history, is
the perfect person to tell this most iconic of all Australian stories. From Kelly's early
days in Beveridge, Victoria, in the mid-1800s, to the Felons' Apprehension Act, which
made it possible for anyone to shoot the Kelly gang, to Ned's appearance in his nowfamous armour, prompting the shocked and bewildered police to exclaim ''He is the
devil!' and ''He is the bunyip!', FitzSimons brings the history of Ned Kelly and his gang
exuberantly to life, weighing in on all of the myths, legends and controversies generated
by this compelling and divisive Irish-Australian rebel. - See more at: http://www.random
house.co.nz/books/peter-fitzsimons/nedkelly-9780857982094.aspx#sthash.Uk1kblFE.dpuf
The mutiny on HMS Bounty, in the South Pacific on 28 April 1789, is one of history's
truly great stories - a tale of human drama, intrigue and adventure of the highest order and in the hands of Peter FitzSimons it comes to life as never before. Commissioned by
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the Royal Navy to collect breadfruit plants from Tahiti and take them to the West Indies,
the Bounty's crew found themselves in a tropical paradise. Five months later, they did
not want to leave. Under the leadership of Fletcher Christian most of the crew mutinied
soon after sailing from Tahiti, setting Captain William Bligh and 18 loyal crewmen adrift
in a small open boat. In one of history's great feats of seamanship, Bligh navigated this
tiny vessel for 3618 nautical miles to Timor. Fletcher Christian and the mutineers sailed
back to Tahiti, where most remained and were later tried for mutiny. But Christian,
along with eight fellow mutineers and some Tahitian men and women, sailed off into the
unknown, eventually discovering the isolated Pitcairn Island - at the time not even
marked on British maps - and settling there. This astonishing story is historical
adventure at its very best, encompassing the mutiny, Bligh's monumental achievement
in navigating to safety, and Fletcher Christian and the mutineers' own epic journey from
the sensual paradise of Tahiti to the outpost of Pitcairn Island. The mutineers'
descendants live on Pitcairn to this day, amid swirling stories and rumours of past
sexual transgressions and present-day repercussions. Mutiny on the Bounty is a
sprawling, dramatic tale of intrigue, bravery and sheer boldness, told with the accuracy
of historical detail and total command of story that are Peter FitzSimons' trademarks.
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