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Rabbi Small returns in this New York Times–bestselling novel
to investigate a mysterious death on the Day of Atonement
The day before Yom Kippur, the synagogue sound system is
on the blink, the floral arrangements are in disarray, and a
member of Rabbi David Small’s congregation—in the
Massachusetts town of Barnard’s Crossing—is terribly
concerned with how much a Torah weighs. The rabbi is
determined not to let these mundane concerns ruin his day of
prayer and contemplation. But the holiest day of the Jewish
year is interrupted when a member of the congregation is
found dead in his car. Details emerge that suggest the man
may have killed himself, but the rabbi’s wife suspects
murder. Which is it? Rabbi Small kicks into high detective
gear to find out. His search for the culprit among the small
town’s cast of eccentric characters leads to nail-biting
suspense in this highly entertaining and engrossing mystery.
A tender and compellling memoir of the author's
grandparents, their literary salon, and a way of life that is no
more. The House of Twenty Thousand Books is the story of
Chimen Abramsky, an extraordinary polymath and bibliophile
who amassed a vast collection of socialist literature and
Jewish history. For more than fifty years Chimen and his wife,
Miriam, hosted epic gatherings in their house of books that
brought together many of the age’s greatest thinkers. The
atheist son of one of the century’s most important rabbis,
Chimen was born in 1916 near Minsk, spent his early teenage
years in Moscow while his father served time in a Siberian
labor camp for religious proselytizing, and then immigrated to
London, where he discovered the writings of Karl Marx and
became involved in left-wing politics. He briefly attended the
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newly established Hebrew University in Jerusalem, until
World War II interrupted his studies. Back in England, he
married, and for many years he and Miriam ran a respected
Jewish bookshop in London’s East End. When the Nazis
invaded Russia in June 1941, Chimen joined the Communist
Party, becoming a leading figure in the party’s National
Jewish Committee. He remained a member until 1958, when,
shockingly late in the day, he finally acknowledged the
atrocities committed by Stalin. In middle age, Chimen
reinvented himself once more, this time as a liberal thinker,
humanist, professor, and manuscripts’ expert for Sotheby’s
auction house. Journalist Sasha Abramsky re-creates here a
lost world, bringing to life the people, the books, and the
ideas that filled his grandparents’ house, from gatherings that
included Eric Hobsbawm and Isaiah Berlin to books with
Marx’s handwritten notes, William Morris manuscripts and
woodcuts, an early sixteenth-century Bomberg Bible, and a
first edition of Descartes’s Meditations. The House of Twenty
Thousand Books is a wondrous journey through our times,
from the vanished worlds of Eastern European Jewry to the
cacophonous politics of modernity. The House of Twenty
Thousand Books includes 43 photos.
"The Rabbi King" is a history-based adventure novel that tells
the story of David, the fictional last Khagan of a remnant of
the historical Jewish Kingdom of Khazaria that may have
existed into the early thirteenth century. It was located in the
area of the Caucasus that now comprises Dagestan and
Chechnya, on the western shore of the Caspian Sea. In the
middle of the eighth century the Khazar Khagan (king) and
his nobles adopted Judaism as their religion. In the novel,
David, son of the Khagan, is sent from his homeland in the
Caucasus to Spain at age seven. There, he studies in the
same household with another boy who is later called
Maimonides, earning the right to be called Rabbi, a scholar of
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the laws, scriptures and customs of Judaism. When the time
comes to return home, seventeen-year-old David leaves
civilization to rule an untamed country. His Khazaria is
sparsely populated by pagan nomads and by the
descendants of many Jewish immigrants who fled
persecution in Persia and Byzantium and intermarried with
Khazar converts. To survive, they must emulate the lifestyle
of the nomads. When Davids father dies, he becomes
Khagan and is sworn to keep his homeland safe and under a
Jewish sovereign. He faces many difficulties, not the least of
which is trying to balance his wish to keep the Jewish laws
and customs he learned in Spain against the need to survive
in a wild country under attack by barbarian tribes. In an effort
to reverse a betrayal of his people, David of Khazaria
undertakes a long journey, both physically and spiritually, to
save his kingdom. He meets many important historical
personages and plays a role in some of the events that
shaped history in the years between 1150 and 1170 C.E.in
the Caucasus, Persia, Byzantium and Egypt. A Review From
The Jerusalem Post Internet Edition: Who is a Khazar? By
Gabriel A. Sivan February, 20 2002 (February 20)The Rabbi
King: David of Khazaria. a Historical Adventure by Monroe S.
Kuttner. Xlibris/Random House. 505 pages. A once-upon-atime true fable about a Jewish kingdom in south-eastern
Russia continues to capture the imagination. Though a work
of fiction, this is one of several books that testify to renewed
interest in the Khazars, a formerly nomadic people of Turkish
stock whose ruling class embraced Judaism in or around 740
CE and established an empire stretching from the Crimea to
the Aral Sea. By tradition, it was after a debate between
representatives of Judaism, Christianity and Islamin which the
Jewish arguments proved most convincingthat King Bulan
made Khazaria Jewish. The faith that he adopted contained
an admixture of paganism, however, and normative rabbinic
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Judaism was only introduced by his successors. Khazar
merchants traded through_out the Near East; Khazar troops
helped the Magyars conquer Hungary and joined the
Byzantines in a war against Persia. Vague accounts of this
remote but powerful empire heartened Jewish communities in
Western Europe and inspired Judah Halevis famous
exposition of Judaism, Sefer ha-Kuzari (see box). Tragically,
from 965, the Khazar state declined and eventually collapsed
under savage Russian and other attacks. "However, it is
documented that Khazars, and a land called Khazaria,
existed well into the early 13th century, probably in the area
of Russian Dagestan and Chechnya," writes Monroe Kuttner,
author of The Rabbi King, who obviously did a great deal of
research. True enough, Khazars appear to have survived as
an ethnic group until the Mongol invasion in 1237, and the
last remnants were no doubt absorbed by Jewish, Karaite
and Christian populations. Kuttner evidently believes that
there were Khazars among his ancestors in Hungary and
Russia. On that basis, he invents a khagan or king named
David, Khazarias last rulerduring the years 1150-1170whose
empire is limited to what is now Dagestan. Ordained as a
rabbi in Cordova, where young Moshe ben Maimon was a fe
Rabbi Eliezer ben Zephyr is inadvertently frozen in 1890 and,
after being transported to twenty-first century Memphis, is
accidently thawed by fifteen-year-old Bernie Karp, who begins
to follow the rabbi's teachings with unforeseen
consequences.
Religions carry strong visions of renewal and thereby have
the potential to trigger dynamics of change in all spheres of
human life. Religions have contributed to societal
transformation and processes of renewal spark intensive
theological debates. The renewal of religious identity is
informed by how religious communities interpret their
traditions and past, present, and future challenges to
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themselves, society and the world at large. How do religious
communities understand their own resources and criteria for
renewal in the twenty-first century? In this publication, Jewish,
Christian and Muslim scholars analyze and reflect on the
meaning and dynamics of religious renewal and explore the
meaning of religious renewal across religious traditions.
[Religiöse Identität und Erneuerung im 21. Jahrhundert.
Untertitel: Jüdische, christliche und muslimische
Perspektiven] Religionen haben klare Vorstellungen von
Erneuerung und damit das Potential, in allen Sphären
menschlichen Lebens Veränderungen einzuleiten. Religionen
haben schon immer zu gesellschaftlichen Veränderungen
beigetragen und Erneuerungsprozesse durch kontroverse
theologische Debatten ausgelöst. Die Erneuerung religiösen
Identität ist abhängig davon, wie religiöse Gemeinschaften
ihre Traditionen und ihre gegenwärtigen und zukünftigen
Herausforderungen für sich selbst, die Gesellschaft, in der sie
leben, und die Welt als Ganzes interpretieren. Wo sehen
religiöse Gemeinschaften ihre eigenen Ressourcen und
welches sind die Kriterien für Erneuerungsprozesse im 21.
Jahrhundert? In dieser Publikation analysieren reflektieren
jüdische, christliche und muslimische Wissenschaftlerinnen
und Wissenschaftler die Bedeutung und Dynamiken religiöser
Erneuerung und untersuchen die Bedeutung religiöser
Erneuerung in den verschiedenen religiösen Traditionen.
Rabbi Small has left the synagogue, but he’s not done with
sleuthing, in this “engaging” mystery from the New York
Times–bestselling author (New York Newsday). After three
decades of dealing with temple politics and getting involved
with more than a handful of murder investigations, Rabbi
David Small is ready to retire from his synagogue in the cozy
Boston suburb of Barnard’s Crossing. For years, his secret
desire has been to permanently take up teaching, but when
he finally leaves the synagogue to pursue that dream, life at a
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university proves more dangerous than he thought. Late at
night, a notoriously ambitious college professor dies in a car
wreck. The academic had been drinking heavily, but evidence
suggests that the crash might not have been an accident. The
local police are stumped and enlist the only detective they
know whose astute eye and quick mind come from a higher
power: Rabbi Small.
2006 National Jewish Book Award, Modern Jewish Thought
Long the object of curiosity, admiration, and gossip, rabbis'
wives have rarely been viewed seriously as American Jewish
religious and communal leaders. We know a great deal about
the important role played by rabbis in building American
Jewish life in this country, but not much about the role that
their wives played. The Rabbi’s Wife redresses that
imbalance by highlighting the unique contributions of
rebbetzins to the development of American Jewry. Tracing
the careers of rebbetzins from the beginning of the twentieth
century until the present, Shuly Rubin Schwartz chronicles
the evolution of the role from a few individual rabbis' wives
who emerged as leaders to a cohort who worked together on
behalf of American Judaism. The Rabbi’s Wife reveals the
ways these women succeeded in both building crucial
leadership roles for themselves and becoming an important
force in shaping Jewish life in America.

One of the most admired religious thinkers of our time
issues a call for world Jewry to reject the self-fulfilling
image of “a people alone in the world, surrounded by
enemies” and to reclaim Judaism’s original sense of
purpose: as a partner with God and with those of other
faiths in the never-ending struggle for freedom and social
justice for all. We are in danger, says Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks, of forgetting what Judaism’s place is within the
global project of humankind. During the last two
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thousand years, Jews have lived through persecutions
that would have spelled the end of most nations, but they
did not see anti-Semitism written into the fabric of the
universe. They knew they existed for a purpose, and it
was not for themselves alone. Rabbi Sacks believes that
the Jewish people have lost their way, that they need to
recommit themselves to the task of creating a just world
in which the divine presence can dwell among us.
Without compromising one iota of Jewish faith, Rabbi
Sacks declares, Jews must stand alongside their
friends—Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, and
secular humanist—in defense of freedom against the
enemies of freedom, in affirmation of life against those
who desecrate life. And they should do this not to win
friends or the admiration of others but because it is what
a people of God is supposed to do. Rabbi Sacks’s
powerful message of tikkun olam—using Judaism as a
blueprint for repairing an imperfect world—will resonate
with people of all faiths.
A collection of four novels from the New York
Times–bestselling, Edgar Award–winning mystery series
starring a rabbi in a tiny New England town. Spend a
long weekend with the scholar and spiritual leader who
watches over the Jewish community in 1960s Barnard’s
Crossing, Massachusetts—and in his spare time, solves
crimes. Friday the Rabbi Slept Late: A young nanny is
found dead in the temple parking lot—and her purse is
discovered in Rabbi David Small’s car. Now he has to
collaborate with the local Irish-Catholic police chief to
exonerate himself. Saturday the Rabbi Went Hungry:
Yom Kippur, the holiest day on the Jewish calendar, is
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defiled when a body is found—and the rabbi must
uncover who has something to atone for. Sunday the
Rabbi Stayed Home: When Passover is overshadowed
by congregational politics and a murder at a local
university, the rabbi must study the clues. Monday the
Rabbi Took Off: Rabbi Small journeys to Israel for a bit of
peace, but instead has to team up with an Orthodox cop
to unravel a bombing case. Don’t miss these four
mystery novels featuring an amateur detective who uses
Talmudic logic—an introduction to the multimillion-selling
series that provides both “an eye-opening snapshot of a
particular time in Jewish-American history” and
delightfully entertaining whodunits (Los Angeles Review
of Books).
First in the New York Times–bestselling series and
winner of the Edgar Award: A new rabbi in a small New
England town investigates the murder of a nanny. David
Small is the new rabbi in the small Massachusetts town
of Barnard’s Crossing. Although he’d rather spend his
days engaged in Torah study and theological debate, the
daily chores of synagogue life are all-consuming—that is,
until the day a nanny’s body is found on the rain-soaked
asphalt of the temple’s parking lot. When the young
woman’s purse is discovered in Rabbi Small’s car, he
will have to use his scholarly skills and Talmudic
wisdom—and collaborate with the Irish-Catholic police
chief—to exonerate himself and find the real killer.
Blending this unorthodox sleuth’s quick intellect with
thrilling action, Friday the Rabbi Slept Late is the exciting
first installment of the beloved bestselling mystery series
that offers a Jewish twist on the clerical mystery, a
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delightful discovery for fans of Father Brown and Father
Dowling or readers of Faye Kellerman’s suspense
novels set in the Orthodox community.
Describes what happens inside a synagogue and
introduces the Jewish religion.
A wise old rabbi finally rids the village of the witches that
terrorize it every night that the moon is full.
Prominent Canadian rabbi John Moscowitz charts the
shifts in his views over the years — controversial for
some, exciting for others — on the issues that matter
most to Jews today. John Moscowitz spent his early
twenties as an anti-Vietnam War activist. Eventually
dubious about the radical left and alive with love for
Israel, he entered the rabbinical seminary in search of
his own people. This set him on a path to becoming, as
Senator Linda Frum put it, one of Toronto’s “most
cherished and effective rabbis.” In this book, John
Moscowitz charts the shifts in his thinking on the charged
matters among the Jews today: the viability of peace in
the Middle East; how we misjudge the nature of evil; and,
once having been exposed to the savannahs of East
Africa, even the relationship between evolution and the
Bible. Part memoir, part social history, this book is a
deep examination of a long personal journey, one
travelled in public as a prominent rabbi. Along the way, it
captures what unites and divides an ancient people
today.
As Passover approaches, Rabbi Small contends with
infighting, backstabbing, and an actual murder in this
New York Times bestseller As Rabbi David Small’s
5-year contract winds down at the synagogue in
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Barnard’s Crossing, Massachusetts, some members of
the congregation are plotting to remove him; others are
whispering about starting a new temple of their own
across the street. When the rabbi gets an invitation to
perform Passover services at a local university, he’s
eager to get away from the bickering and spend a few
days on campus. But instead of peace and
enlightenment, he finds a murder wrapped up in drug
deals and racial tensions. From tuned-out hippies to
political zealots, the college is full of potential suspects.
Once again it’s up to the rabbi to draw on his deductive
skills to solve the case—and avoid getting sucked into the
bitter culture war—before the killer strikes again.

The rabbi looks into a professor’s death, in the New
York Times–bestselling series that’s “the American
equivalent of the British cozy” (Booklist). Retired
from his job at the synagogue in Barnard’s
Crossing, Massachusetts, Rabbi Small now teaches
Judaic studies at a Boston college. Finally able to
enjoy theological contemplation without the
annoyance of temple politics, the rabbi is shocked
when one of his colleagues is found dead in his
car—and the clues at the scene point to murder. The
deceased English professor was notoriously selfish
and held long-standing grudges against other
members of the faculty, so the list of suspects is
long. But when the rabbi who took over Small’s
position in Barnard’s Crossing is implicated, it falls
to Small to clear his name and find the true killer,
one last time.
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A rabbi finally rids his village of witches
An interfaith wedding, local politics, and a lethal hitand-run case keep Rabbi Small busy in this mystery
in the New York Times–bestselling series. Since
becoming the rabbi at the synagogue in Barnard’s
Crossing, Massachusetts, David Small has seen his
congregation through a fair share of unholy bickering
and corruption. So when millionaire Howard
Magnuson is elected president of the synagogue, the
rabbi isn’t surprised that Magnuson wants to bring
corporate efficiency to the temple—at the expense of
religious tradition. Conflict flares when Rabbi Small
refuses, on the basis of temple rules, to officiate the
interfaith wedding of Magnuson’s daughter to a nonJewish Boston politician, and the new president calls
for the rabbi’s dismissal. When another player in
Boston politics is killed in a hit-and-run accident and
the police suspect a Jewish college student, Rabbi
Small fears the undergrad might have been set
up—and that Magnuson is involved. The young
man’s innocence and the future of the temple
depend on Rabbi Small solving the case with his
signature wit and Judaic wisdom.
As a lifetime student of scripture, Kathie Lee Gifford
has been traveling to Israel since she was 17 years
old. The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi is an
examination of a decades-long desire to know more
and understand more than the typical Sunday-school
teaching so prevalent in our churches today.
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"There are many aspects to this task of rabbinic
training, but four closely related questions rise to the
surface as requiring primary attention. The first is a
question of description: What ought to be the
functions performed by a messianic Jewish rabbi?
The second is a question of legitimacy: What
similarities exist between the functions performed by
messianic Jewish rabbis and rabbis in the wider
Jewish context such that the rabbinate in both
contexts may legitimately be seen to be variations on
the same theme, and the messianic Jewish
rabbinate therefore legitimately a rabbinate? The
third is a question of differentiation: How and why
are the functions performed by a messianic Jewish
rabbi contextually particularistic and therefore
different from those performed byChristian clergy? In
other words, how is a messianic rabbi more than just
a Protestant Pastor with switched labels? The fourth
is a question of biblicity: Is there biblical justification
or precedent for the proposed paradigm of the rabbi
as a surrogate priest? Each of these questions
emerges from messianic Judaism's interaction with
different but overlapping audiences. The question of
description is addressed primarily to the messianic
Jewish context. The question of legitimacy is
addressed primarily to the wider Jewish world. The
question of differentiation is addressed primarily to
the church world. The question of biblicity is
addressed both to the messianic Jewish context and
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the church world. And in all cases, looking over our
shoulder is the general public." --from the Prologue
The solution to the growing problem of stress and
burnout in rabbis Written by a practicing clinical
psychologist who spent 10 years as a congregational
rabbi, The Rabbi As Symbolic Exemplar: By the
Power Vested in Me presents positive solutions to
the inevitable negative effects of symbolic
exemplarhood, coaching rabbis through dilemmas of
the "inner soul." Being a rabbi means serving as a
Symbolic Exemplar of the best that is in humankind,
being experienced and treated and expected to act
as a stand-in for God, and a walking, talking symbol
of all that Jewish tradition represents. The burden of
being a symbolic exemplar of God is extraordinary,
and the struggle to live up to its "requirements" can
be one of loneliness, frustration, and despair,
alienating rabbis who tire of living in a glass house.
The Rabbi As Symbolic Exemplar examines how the
symbolic role that serves as the source of the rabbi's
authority and power can lead to disillusionment and
disenchantment. Author Jack H Bloom draws on his
own experience as a rabbi who watched the
successful career he enjoyed turn into one he
desperately wanted to forsake and how he was
inspired to become an "athletic coach" for rabbis.
This unique book details how symbolic
exemplarhood is created, what its downside is, what
power it offers, how it can be used effectively, how
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rabbis can deal with their inner lives, and what can
be done to help rabbis stay "human" while
maintaining their leadership. The Rabbi As Symbolic
Exemplar is equally effective as a complete text or
as a source of stand-alone chapters on specific
topics, including: special tensions of being a rabbi
effects of symbolic exemplarhood on the rabbi's
family educating rabbis on their power training
suggestions curing and healing and The Ten
Commandments for rabbis The Rabbi As Symbolic
Exemplar is essential reading for rabbis, rabbinical
students, congregants, Christian clergy, seminarians
and anyone interested in what it is to be a clergy
person and how they can support the work clergy do.
The book educates both clergy and laity on the
humanity of clergy. Visit the author's website at http:
//jackhbloom.com
The Rabbi and the Twenty-nine WitchesThe Rosen
Publishing Group
A respected Jewish intellectual and award-winning author of
To Heal a Fractured World urges Jewish readers to reject
popular notions that isolate Judaism with depictions of
persecuting contrary faiths, explaining the importance of
Jewish contributors in promoting a just world. Reprint.
Reflects on the words of the Twenty-third Psalm, revealing its
role as a source of courage, wisdom, and inspiration for
generations of Christians and Jews.
The Rabbi and the Nuns The Inside Story of a Rabbi's
Therapeutic Work with the Sisters of St. Francis What
happens when an Orthodox Chassidic Rabbi becomes
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director of psychiatry at a Catholic hospital, treating nuns who
have problems adjusting to the Vatican II reforms? The Rabbi
and the Nuns chronicles the highlights of a twenty-year
working relationship between Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski
and the nuns and priests of the Pittsburgh Diocese and St.
Francis Hospital. Spearheading a groundbreaking rehab
program, Rabbi Twerski and the nuns develop a working
connection that transcends their religious differences, forges
mutual respect, and brings them to a whole new level in
ecumenical relations.Insightful, inspiring, and humorous at
times, Rabbi Twerski's personal account is frank and
engrossing. Readers are given a rare glimpse into the inner
world of spiritual leaders as they grapple with their personal
struggles to adjust to today's tumultuous times.
It isnt easy being a grandparent, but grandparents are pivotal
in the identity development of grandchildren. This book
provides punchy, pithy, practical and often provocative
wisdom for grandparents of grandchildren who live in an
interfaith family.
Television personality Kathie Lee Gifford and Messianic
Jewish Rabbi Jason Sobel tour the land of Israel, providing
fascinating details and eye-opening revelations that make the
story of Jesus come alive.
“The Jewish Sherlock Holmes” investigates a deadly
disruption on a college campus in this New York Times
bestseller (The Detroit News). Once again, Rabbi Small finds
himself looking for solace outside the confines of the
contentious world of his synagogue in Barnard’s Crossing,
Massachusetts. When a member of his congregation
expresses that she does not want him to officiate her
wedding, Rabbi Small has had enough. He seeks escape by
dabbling in academia with a part-time teaching gig at a local
college. But his fantasy of a tranquil life in an ivory tower is
about to come tumbling down. A bombing at the school kills
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one of the rabbi’s coworkers, and Small finds himself caught
between adversarial students and feuding faculty members.
As he investigates possible suspects with the same logic and
measured caution that make him a brilliant religious leader,
Rabbi Small finds that everyone has a motive—and an
alibi—and it’s up to him to uncover the truth.
New York Times Bestseller: An anti-Semitic millionaire is
murdered, and Rabbi Small must defend his congregants
from false accusations . . . Barnard’s Crossing,
Massachusetts, is thriving. Every year, more young couples
move to this cozy New England village to raise their families,
and many of them join Rabbi David Small’s synagogue. But
the town is jolted out of domestic tranquility when Ellsworth
Jordon, the town selectman, is murdered. An outspoken antiSemite, and one of the town’s richest and most powerful
men, it seems like everyone had a reason to dislike Jordan.
When he’s murdered, not even the rabbi is surprised. Police
suspicion falls on several upstanding members of the
synagogue, so Rabbi Small endeavors to clear them the way
only he can—with God at his back and the Talmud in hand.
Surprises lurk at every turn as the rabbi narrows down the
long list of suspects to find the killer.

Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz is internationally regarded as one
of the most brilliant and influential rabbis of our time. He
has been lauded by Time magazine as a “once-in-amillennium scholar” and by Ted Koppel of Night Line as
“one of the very few wise men that I’ve ever met.”
Arthur Kurzweil—himself a Jewish scholar, author,
teacher, and publisher—has been a disciple of Rabbi
Steinsaltz’s for over 25 years, as well as the Rabbi’s
designated chauffer in the United States. While stuck in
countless traffic jams and attending the Rabbi’s lectures
at universities, government agencies, synagogues and
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seminars, Arthur Kurzweil has had the rare opportunity of
personally learning from his inspired teacher and has
become intimately familiar with the Rabbi’s wisdom and
teachings.
What makes this book really interesting is that Zucker
compares the "facts" of the modern rabbinate with the
"fictional" rabbinate; that is, with rabbis in novels and
short stories written during the past fifty years. He offers
selections from over one hundred works of fiction and
nearly seventy-five fiction writers, including: Harry
Kemelman, Allegra Goodman, Noah Gordon, Rhonda
Shapiro-Rieser, Joseph Telushkin, Naomi Ragen, Philip
Roth, Faye Kellerman, Bernard Malamud, Eileen Pollack,
Herman Wouk and Alex J. Goldman - one of the few
men who write about a rabbi who is also a woman. In
addition, Zucker devotes important chapters to God,
Israel and Tradition as well as to contemporary issues,
such as assimilation, intermarriage and patrilineality.
Further, he includes a major chapter on rabbis who are
also women. Some "rabbi" fiction comes closer to reality
than others do. The most famous of the fictional rabbis is
"Rabbi David Small" of the Harry Kemelman mystery
series. Beginning with Friday, the Rabbi Slept Late,
Kemelman followed "Rabbi Small" through twenty-five
years. To an outsider looking inside of this "weekday"
rabbi series, the on-going tensions between "Rabbi
Small" and his Board of Directors seem overdrawn. This
is understandable considering that fiction often relies
upon dramatic moments filled with strife to carry the plot.
However to an insider, many of these conflicts are
accurate. One of the unsolved mysteries of Kemelman's
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twelve books is "Rabbi Small's" survival of his
congregational experience, a detail that is paralleled in
the careers of many real rabbis. On the other side of this
fact-fiction coin, some rabbi-centered fiction is far from
reality. Historically, TV and the movies have portrayed
rabbis as Orthodox men, as if only they were authentic.
Further, many have been portrayed as ineffectual.
Thankfully, "Rabbi Small" - televised in 1977 - was an
exception to these "norms". All rabbis serve as priests,
pastors, and companions through the life-cycles and lifecrises of their c
Both Judaism and Christianity have authorized clergy,
charged with fulfilling a multitude of tasks in their
respective communities. They teach, provide pastoral
care, and preach. They lead worship, hold services and
offer counseling regarding all aspects of life. They
perform religious rites at the beginning and end of life as
well as in-between. They make decisions regarding
religious questions, serve as administrators, and possibly
even mediate ?between heaven and earth’. The
concrete forms of realization and the functions of the
office are not only defined through theological
specification but are also subject to trends and
influences. This in turn leads to constant change and
adaptation.
From the lens of world-renowned photographer George
Kalinsky comes this look at one hundred leading and
influential rabbis of the twenty-first century. Through lush
and brilliant photographs and essays by the rabbis in
their own words we see the multifaceted people they are:
leaders, teachers, preachers, scholars, spiritual
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innovators, chaplains, as well as fathers, mothers, avid
hobbyists, and professionals. Rabbis: The Many Faces
of Judaism is an extraordinary book about modern
Judaism. It features one hundred portraits of rabbis that
span the globe and the ideological spectrum, from
youthful Orthodox communal leaders to pillars of
contemporary Reform Judaism, portraying today's
Jewish leaders, and Judaism itself, in its diversity and
dimensions. Keepers of the flame of Judaism, these are
people who are working in the twenty-first century but
are deeply aware of their religious legacy. Some of the
rabbis included in the book are: Rabbi Eric Yoffie, who
was named the number one Jewish leader in America in
The Forward in November 2001; Rabbi Eugene
Borowitz, a well-known political activist and founder of a
popular New York synagogue; Shmuley Boteach, author
of Kosher Sex and a fixture on talk shows and in the
media; Norman Lamm, outgoing president of Yeshiva
University; Ismar Schorsch, chancellor of the Jewish
Theological Seminary; David Wolpe, author of Making
Loss Matter: Creating Meaning in Difficult Times, and
other books; Laura Geller, Senior rabbi, Temple
Emanuel, Beverly Hills, Calif.; Irving "Yitz" Greenberg,
theologian and former chair of the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Council, and Harold Kushner, author of When
Bad Things Happen to Good People. The book also
includes Rabbi Sally Priesand, America's first woman
rabbi, and Rabbi Yosef Hadana, the first Ethiopian rabbi.
Chosen for the rabbis' wide range of beliefs and
interests, the people here represent the rabbinate as the
rich, hard-to-define, impossible-to-categorize world that it
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is. Their life stories, which describe their coming to grips
with their religion, are brilliantly articulated, filling the
book with inspirational messages and spiritual guidance
for all people-- not only for members of the Jewish faith
but for people of all faiths and beliefs. The photographs
were taken by George Kalinsky, the official photographer
at Madison Square Garden for more than thirty years. He
has authored seven books, and his photos have
appeared in numerous publications including Time, Life,
People, Esquire, New York, Sports Illustrated, and
Newsweek.
Always wearing an easy smile, Hasidic rabbi Haskel
Besser spreads joy wherever he goes, enriching the lives
of his many friends and congregants with his profound
understanding of both Orthodox Judaism and
humannature. With warmth and admiration, journalist
Warren Kozak writes about the rabbi's extraordinary
life—from his family's escape to Palestine in the late
1930s to his witnessing of Israel's rebirth in 1948, to his
move to New York City, where he lives today. A rare
window into the normally closed world of Hasidic Jews,
The Rabbi of 84th Street is also the story of Judaism in
the twentieth century; of the importance of centuries-old
traditions; and of the triumph of faith, kindness, and
spirit.
A pharmaceutical mishap draws the rabbi into a murder
investigation in this New York Times bestseller: “An
endearing character . . . a devious plot” (San Diego
Union-Tribune). New Age thinking has come to
Barnard’s Crossing, Massachusetts. The recently
elected president of Rabbi David Small’s synagogue is
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intent on using temple money to build a meditation
retreat. The congregation is practicing yoga, buying
crystals, and reciting chants. When a troubled young
man returns to the town after spending time in a
controversial Hasidic cult, the rabbi expects him to be
another New Ager. But things take a grisly turn away
from new-fangled mantras of peace and love when
something terribly old fashioned happens: murder. An
elderly patient dies after being given the wrong
medication by the local pharmacist, who coincidentally is
also the Hasidic man’s father. When the dead man’s
family suggests the mix-up was intentional, both the
druggist and his son become suspects and it’s up to
Rabbi Small to investigate by drawing on some Old
Testament wisdom in a village of New Age fads.
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