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Six Dynasties Civilization
International scholars and sinologists discuss culture, economic growth, social change, political processes, and foreign influences in China
since the earliest pre-dynastic period.
Critical biography of Wang Changling, a major Tang dynasty poet.
Six Dynasties CivilizationYale University Press
This work offers a sweeping re-assessment of the Jiankang Empire (3rd-6th centuries CE), known as the Chinese "Southern Dynasties." It
shows how, although one of the medieval world's largest empires, Jiankang has been rendered politically invisible by the standard narrative
of Chinese nationalist history, and proposes a new framework and terminology for writing about medieval East Asia. The book pays particular
attention to the problem of ethnic identification, rejecting the idea of "ethnic Chinese," and delineating several other, more useful ethnographic
categories, using case studies in agriculture/foodways and vernacular languages. The most important, the Wuren of the lower Yangzi region,
were believed to be inherently different from the peoples of the Central Plains, and the rest of the book addresses the extent of their
ethnogenesis in the medieval era. It assesses the political culture of the Jiankang Empire, emphasizing military strategy, institutional cultures,
and political economy, showing how it differed from Central Plains-based empires, while having significant similarities to Southeast Asian
regimes. It then explores how the Jiankang monarchs deployed three distinct repertoires of political legitimation (vernacular, Sinitic
universalist, and Buddhist), arguing that the Sinitic repertoire was largely eclipsed in the sixth century, rendering the regime yet more similar
to neighboring South Seas states. The conclusion points out how the research re-orients our understanding of acculturation and ethnic
identification in medieval East Asia, generates new insights into the Tang-Song transition period, and offers new avenues of comparison with
Southeast Asian and medieval European history.
A guide aimed at introducing students to the history of Asia in conjunction with Western and world history.
The Six Dynasties Period (220–589 CE) is one of the most complex in Chinese history. Written by leading scholars from across the globe, the
essays in this volume cover nearly every aspect of the period, including politics, foreign relations, warfare, agriculture, gender, art,
philosophy, material culture, local society, and music. While acknowledging the era's political chaos, these essays indicate that this was a
transformative period when Chinese culture was significantly changed and enriched by foreign peoples and ideas. It was also a time when
history and literature became recognized as independent subjects and religion was transformed by the domestication of Buddhism and the
formation of organized Daoism. Many of the trends that shaped the rest of imperial China's history have their origins in this era, such as the
commercial vibrancy of southern China, the separation of history and literature from classical studies, and the growing importance of women
in politics and religion.
In the global world of the twenty-first century, martial arts are practised for self-defense and sporting purposes only. However, for thousands
of years, they were a central feature of military practice in China and essential for the smooth functioning of society. This book, which opens
with an intriguing account of the very first female martial artist, charts the history of combat and fighting techniques in China from the Bronze
Age to the present. This broad panorama affords fascinating glimpses into the transformation of martial skills, techniques and weaponry
against the background of Chinese history, the rise and fall of empires, their governments and their armies. Quotations from literature and
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poetry, and the stories of individual warriors, infuse the narrative, offering personal reflections on prowess in the battlefield and techniques of
engagement. This is an engaging and readable introduction to the authentic history of Chinese martial arts.
The Tang Dynasty (618-907) was a golden age of poetry and short stories. In the brief span of two hundred and ninety years many
outstanding poets and story writers appeared, including men like Li Po, Tu Fu, Pai Chu-yi, Li Kung-tso and Pai Hsing-chien, who have left
works which will live forever. Over fifty thousand poems and over four hundred stories of the Tang Dynasty are extant today, reflecting glory
on China?s ancient civilization and making no mean contribution to world literature.The ten stories in this collection can be divided into three
main categories: stories of the supernatural, stories with a political theme or adventure stories, and love stories.The Tang stories arose
following the political, economic and cultural upsurge of the period. They continued the Six Dynasties tradition of supernatural tales and,
influenced by contemporary art and minstrelsy and by the vernacular Buddhist literature, developed vigorously.The stories in this collection
are arranged in chronological order, together with a brief account of the author. These ten tales are a fair sample of the chief types of Tang
stories, and from them we can glimpse something of China?s rich and varied literary heritage.

A celebration of Taoist art traces the influence of philosophy on the visual arts in China.
A groundbreaking look at Western and Eastern social development from the end of the ice age to today In the past thirty
years, there have been fierce debates over how civilizations develop and why the West became so powerful. The
Measure of Civilization presents a brand-new way of investigating these questions and provides new tools for assessing
the long-term growth of societies. Using a groundbreaking numerical index of social development that compares societies
in different times and places, award-winning author Ian Morris sets forth a sweeping examination of Eastern and Western
development across 15,000 years since the end of the last ice age. He offers surprising conclusions about when and why
the West came to dominate the world and fresh perspectives for thinking about the twenty-first century. Adapting the
United Nations' approach for measuring human development, Morris's index breaks social development into four
traits—energy capture per capita, organization, information technology, and war-making capacity—and he uses
archaeological, historical, and current government data to quantify patterns. Morris reveals that for 90 percent of the time
since the last ice age, the world's most advanced region has been at the western end of Eurasia, but contrary to what
many historians once believed, there were roughly 1,200 years—from about 550 to 1750 CE—when an East Asian region
was more advanced. Only in the late eighteenth century CE, when northwest Europeans tapped into the energy trapped
in fossil fuels, did the West leap ahead. Resolving some of the biggest debates in global history, The Measure of
Civilization puts forth innovative tools for determining past, present, and future economic and social trends.
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press's mission to
seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893,
Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology.
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This title was originally published in 1985.
This book, through detailed analysis of the writings of the Liang Crown Prince Xiao Tong and his circle, will deepen and
redefine our view of the court cultrue and literature of the Liang, a crucial period in Chinese literary history.
From the Yangtze to the Yellow River, China is traversed by great waterways, which have defined its politics and ways of
life for centuries. Water has been so integral to China’s culture, economy, and growth and development that it provides a
window on the whole sweep of Chinese history. In The Water Kingdom, renowned writer Philip Ball opens that window to
offer an epic and powerful new way of thinking about Chinese civilization. Water, Ball shows, is a key that unlocks much
of Chinese culture. In The Water Kingdom, he takes us on a grand journey through China’s past and present, showing
how the complexity and energy of the country and its history repeatedly come back to the challenges, opportunities, and
inspiration provided by the waterways. Drawing on stories from travelers and explorers, poets and painters, bureaucrats
and activists, all of whom have been influenced by an environment shaped and permeated by water, Ball explores how
the ubiquitous relationship of the Chinese people to water has made it an enduring metaphor for philosophical thought
and artistic expression. From the Han emperors to Mao, the ability to manage the waters ? to provide irrigation and
defend against floods ? was a barometer of political legitimacy, often resulting in engineering works on a gigantic scale. It
is a struggle that continues today, as the strain of economic growth on water resources may be the greatest threat to
China’s future. The Water Kingdom offers an unusual and fascinating history, uncovering just how much of China’s art,
politics, and outlook have been defined by the links between humanity and nature.
This Key Concepts pivot discusses the significance of the ancient Chinese concept of xìng or ‘Association’ in defining
Chinese civilization and thought through the centuries. An approach unique to literary creation in China, xìng highlights
the importance Chinese civilization sets by the integration of intellect, emotion and will into a highly consistent concept
across its personal and public spheres. The book explores how the concept has been a widely used creative technique
even in the earliest collections of Chinese poems, using metaphor and symbolism to set the scene and indicate thoughts
and emotions invested in the vehicle of metaphor, as well as its impact on Chinese literature and philosophy as a domain
of multiple meanings in classical Chinese aesthetics.
Julian Romane examines the military events behind the emergence of the Sui and Tang dynasties in the period 581-626
AD. Narrating the campaigns and battles, he analyses in detail the strategy and tactics employed, a central theme being
the collision of the steppe cavalry with Chinese infantry armies.By the fourth century AD, horse nomads had seized
northern China. Conflict with these Turkic interlopers continued throughout the 5th and most of the 6th century. The
emergence of the Sui dynasty (581-618) brought some progress but internal weakness led to their rapid collapse. The
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succeeding House of Tang, however, provided the necessary stability and leadership to underpin military success. This
was largely the achievement of Li Shimin, who later became the second Tang Emperor. By the start of Li Shimins reign
as Emperor Tang Taizong, effective military organizations had been developed and China reunified. His military
campaigns are examples of tactical and strategic virtuosity that demonstrate the application of the distinctive Chinese
way of war expounded in Chinese military manuals, including Li Shimins own writings.
The emergence of the city marks the beginning of a civilisation. The city, especially the leading cities of a country, is also
where the major features of a country are contained and where historical events play out. This book introduces readers to
the progress of China's civilisation over more than 5000 years of history, through the rise and development of its
cities.From the prehistoric Yangshuo and Longshan periods all the way to the People's Republic, this book outlines major
events and developments to highlight the evolution of the Chinese civilisation. Using historical dynasties and urban
dynamics as vertical dimensions, it examines major historical events, economic developments, territorial changes, and
other developments over China's long history. It also discusses the uniqueness of China's history and compares its
civilisations to Western experiences.
In traditional China, upper-class literati were inevitably strongly influenced by Confucian doctrine and rarely touched upon such topics as love
and women in their writings. It was not until the mid-Tang, a generation or two after the An Lushan rebellion, that literary circles began to
engage in overt discussion of the issues of love and women, through the use of the newly emerging genres of zhiguai and chuanqi fiction.
The debate was carried out with an unprecedented enthusiasm, since the topics were considered to be the key to understanding the crisis in
Chinese civilization. This book examines the repertoire of chuanqi and zhiguai written during the Six Dynasties and Tang periods and
analyzes the key themes, topics, and approaches found in these tales, which range from expressions of male fantasy, sympathy, fear, and
anxiety, to philosophical debate on the place of the feminine in patriarchal Chinese society. Many of these stories reflect tensions between
masculine and feminine aspects of civilization as seen, for example, in the conflict of male aspiration and female desire, as well as the
ultimate longing for reconciliation of these divisions. These stories form a crucial chapter in the history of love in China and would provide
much of the foundation for further explorations during the late imperial period, as seen in seminal works such as The Peony Pavilion and
Dream of the Red Chamber.
The book is the volume of “The History of Education in Sui, Tang and Five Dynasties” among a series of books of “Deep into China
Histories”. The earliest known written records of the history of China date from as early as 1250 BC, from the Shang dynasty (c. 1600–1046
BC) and the Bamboo Annals (296 BC) describe a Xia dynasty (c. 2070–1600 BC) before the Shang, but no writing is known from the period
The Shang ruled in the Yellow River valley, which is commonly held to be the cradle of Chinese civilization. However, Neolithic civilizations
originated at various cultural centers along both the Yellow River and Yangtze River. These Yellow River and Yangtze civilizations arose
millennia before the Shang. With thousands of years of continuous history, China is one of the world's oldest civilizations, and is regarded as
one of the cradles of civilization.The Zhou dynasty (1046–256 BC) supplanted the Shang and introduced the concept of the Mandate of
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Heaven to justify their rule. The central Zhou government began to weaken due to external and internal pressures in the 8th century BC, and
the country eventually splintered into smaller states during the Spring and Autumn period. These states became independent and warred with
one another in the following Warring States period. Much of traditional Chinese culture, literature and philosophy first developed during those
troubled times.In 221 BC Qin Shi Huang conquered the various warring states and created for himself the title of Huangdi or "emperor" of the
Qin, marking the beginning of imperial China. However, the oppressive government fell soon after his death, and was supplanted by the
longer-lived Han dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD). Successive dynasties developed bureaucratic systems that enabled the emperor to control vast
territories directly. In the 21 centuries from 206 BC until AD 1912, routine administrative tasks were handled by a special elite of scholarofficials. Young men, well-versed in calligraphy, history, literature, and philosophy, were carefully selected through difficult government
examinations. China's last dynasty was the Qing (1644–1912), which was replaced by the Republic of China in 1912, and in the mainland by
the People's Republic of China in 1949.Chinese history has alternated between periods of political unity and peace, and periods of war and
failed statehood – the most recent being the Chinese Civil War (1927–1949). China was occasionally dominated by steppe peoples, most of
whom were eventually assimilated into the Han Chinese culture and population. Between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism, Chinese
dynasties have ruled parts or all of China; in some eras control stretched as far as Xinjiang and Tibet, as at present. Traditional culture, and
influences from other parts of Asia and the Western world (carried by waves of immigration, cultural assimilation, expansion, and foreign
contact), form the basis of the modern culture of China.
Art is always a product of cultural evolution, and The History and Spirit of Chinese Art looks at this universal process as it unfolded in ancient
China. With “mountain-water” landscape paintings, works of classical Chinese calligraphy, and blue and white porcelain widely displayed in
museums and fetching high prices in auction houses worldwide, Chinese art is no longer foreign to the Western world. However, to many, the
making of such cultural artefacts remains an enigmatic process. Indeed, Chinese art, the product of such an old civilization, was shaped by
an ongoing process of evolution along the ebbs and flows of China’s history as a nation. In The History and Spirit of Chinese Art, aesthetics
expert Zhang Fa deciphers the philosophies and thoughts that have defined Chinese art since the very beginning of the Chinese civilization,
moving through the dynastic landmarks of artistic development with discussions of numerous art forms including paintings, architecture,
dance and music, calligraphy, and literature.
Who founded China? Are Chinese people religious? What is Chinese culture and how has it changed over time? The accessible and fun
Understanding China Through Comics series answers those questions and more. For all ages, Foundations of Chinese Civilization covers
China's early history in comic form, introducing philosophies like Confucianism and Daoism, the story of the Silk Road, famous emperors like
Han Wudi, and the process of China's unification. Includes a handy timeline. This is volume one of the Understanding China Through Comics
series. Jing Liu is a Beijing native now living in Davis, California. A successful designer and entrepreneur who helped brands tell their stories,
Jing currently uses his artistry to tell the story of China.
It is not known when the cycle began, but one thing is certain; it will never end... The remnants of an ancient civilization begin to uncover the
forbidden past that left them in ruins. A culture that spanned the universe is reduced to barely covering a singular plane. Now even that
meager life is threatened with utter annihilation. Oblivion looms on the horizon and only a few can see it approaching. The Dreamer is left to
weave the Threads of Fate as the Keeper troubles the Waters of Destiny; these evolved souls begin to twist the events in the Six Dynasties.
Through dreams and visions they awaken primary souls that sleep in this time of crisis. Will those individuals accept their inner flaws and
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move past the mistakes that have held them back for countless lifetimes? Or will they fall victim to this circle of seemingly inevitable events?
Truth is a novelty that has been secluded by the passage of time. This web of lies hangs precariously in the balance. Is hope an illusion;
another deception? Or can that thread be taken into the right hands, becoming the key to our next step in the evolution of the soul...
Looks at mourning practices during the Han dynasty to reassess whether filial piety was the overriding model for society and governance in
early China.
Production, Distribution and Appreciation: New Aspects of East Asian Lacquer Wares presents a comprehensive study on various new
aspects of lacquer ware in China, Korea and Japan.
The book is the volume of “The History of Thoughts in the Yuan Dynasty” among a series of books of “Deep into China Histories”. The
earliest known written records of the history of China date from as early as 1250 BC, from the Shang dynasty (c. 1600–1046 BC) and the
Bamboo Annals (296 BC) describe a Xia dynasty (c. 2070–1600 BC) before the Shang, but no writing is known from the period The Shang
ruled in the Yellow River valley, which is commonly held to be the cradle of Chinese civilization. However, Neolithic civilizations originated at
various cultural centers along both the Yellow River and Yangtze River. These Yellow River and Yangtze civilizations arose millennia before
the Shang. With thousands of years of continuous history, China is one of the world's oldest civilizations, and is regarded as one of the
cradles of civilization.The Zhou dynasty (1046–256 BC) supplanted the Shang and introduced the concept of the Mandate of Heaven to justify
their rule. The central Zhou government began to weaken due to external and internal pressures in the 8th century BC, and the country
eventually splintered into smaller states during the Spring and Autumn period. These states became independent and warred with one
another in the following Warring States period. Much of traditional Chinese culture, literature and philosophy first developed during those
troubled times.In 221 BC Qin Shi Huang conquered the various warring states and created for himself the title of Huangdi or "emperor" of the
Qin, marking the beginning of imperial China. However, the oppressive government fell soon after his death, and was supplanted by the
longer-lived Han dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD). Successive dynasties developed bureaucratic systems that enabled the emperor to control vast
territories directly. In the 21 centuries from 206 BC until AD 1912, routine administrative tasks were handled by a special elite of scholarofficials. Young men, well-versed in calligraphy, history, literature, and philosophy, were carefully selected through difficult government
examinations. China's last dynasty was the Qing (1644–1912), which was replaced by the Republic of China in 1912, and in the mainland by
the People's Republic of China in 1949.Chinese history has alternated between periods of political unity and peace, and periods of war and
failed statehood – the most recent being the Chinese Civil War (1927–1949). China was occasionally dominated by steppe peoples, most of
whom were eventually assimilated into the Han Chinese culture and population. Between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism, Chinese
dynasties have ruled parts or all of China; in some eras control stretched as far as Xinjiang and Tibet, as at present. Traditional culture, and
influences from other parts of Asia and the Western world (carried by waves of immigration, cultural assimilation, expansion, and foreign
contact), form the basis of the modern culture of China.
This classic of Japanese studies is an important contribution to the understanding of Japanese art and culture. The author, Okakura wrote
Ideals of the East at the turn of the 20th century. The book quickly became a museum of Asiatic civilization, and yet more than a museum,
because the singular genius of the Japanese people leads them to dwell on all phases of the ideals of the past, which welcomes the new
without losing the old. He wrote of that broad expanse of love for the Ultimate and Universal, enabling the people of Asia to produce all the
great religions of the world. In Buddhism he found "that great ocean of idealism, in which merge all the river-systems of Eastern Asiatic
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thought--not colored only with the pure water of the Ganges, for the Tartaric nations that joined it made their genius also tributary, bringing
new symbolism, new organization, new powers of devotion, to add to the treasures of the Faith." Asiatic art and culture went hand in hand,
and how well Okakura wrote about both!
This innovative sourcebook builds a dynamic understanding of China's early medieval period (220–589) through an original selection and
arrangement of literary, historical, religious, and critical texts. A tumultuous and formative era, these centuries saw the longest stretch of
political fragmentation in China's imperial history, resulting in new ethnic configurations, the rise of powerful clans, and a pervasive divide
between north and south. Deploying thematic categories, the editors sketch the period in a novel way for students and, by featuring many
texts translated into English for the first time, recast the era for specialists. Thematic topics include regional definitions and tensions,
governing mechanisms and social reality, ideas of self and other, relations with the unseen world, everyday life, and cultural concepts. Within
each section, the editors and translators introduce the selected texts and provide critical commentary on their historical significance, along
with suggestions for further reading and research.
First published in 1937. The Book of Songs is a collection of ancient Chinese songs, dating from 800 to 600 B.C. Until this was published in
1937 it had not been translated into English since the middle of nineteenth century, when sinology was still in its infancy. For the first time the
original meaning of 290 out of the 305 songs is given, use being made of the advances in the study of old Chinese. The result is not merely a
clear picture of early Chinese life, but also the restoration to its proper place in world literature of one of the finest collection of traditional
songs.
At the core of Daoism are ancient ideas concerning the Way, the fundamental process of existence (the Dao). Humans, as individuals and as
a society, should be aligned with the Dao in order to attain the fullness of life and its potential. This book presents the history of early Daoism,
tracing the development of the tradition between the first and the fifth centuries CE. This book discusses the emergence of several Daoist
movements during this period, including the relatively well-known Way of the Celestial Master that appeared in the second century, and the
Upper Clarity and the Numinous Treasure lineages that appeared in the fourth century. These labels are very difficult to determine socially,
and they obscure the social reality of early medieval China, that included many more lineages. This book argues that these lineages should
be understood as narrowly defined associations of masters and disciples, and it goes on to describe these diverse social groupings as
‘communities of practice’. Shedding new light on a complex and multifaceted phenomenon, the formation of Daoism as a new religion in
early medieval China, this book presents a major step forward in Daoist Studies.
The Six Dynasties, also known as the "Dark Age” of Chinese history, was a period of political disunity and conflict but also one of important
developments in the arts, religion, and culture. This comprehensive and extensively illustrated book covers the material culture of the Six
Dynasties, A.D. 220 to 589. Albert E. Dien, a foremost expert on the period, draws on the archaeological findings of mainland China journals
as well as historical and literary sources to clarify and interpret the database of over 1,800 tombs developed for this volume. During the Six
Dynasties, the influences of non-Chinese nomads, the flourishing of Buddhism, and increasing numbers of foreign merchants in the capitals
brought about widespread change. The book explores what the archaeological artifacts reveal about this era of innovation and
experimentation between the Han and Tang dynasties.
The book is the volume of “The History of Literature in Sui, Tang and Five Dynasties” among a series of books of “Deep into China
Histories”. The earliest known written records of the history of China date from as early as 1250 BC, from the Shang dynasty (c. 1600–1046
Page 7/9

Download File PDF Six Dynasties Civilization
BC) and the Bamboo Annals (296 BC) describe a Xia dynasty (c. 2070–1600 BC) before the Shang, but no writing is known from the period
The Shang ruled in the Yellow River valley, which is commonly held to be the cradle of Chinese civilization. However, Neolithic civilizations
originated at various cultural centers along both the Yellow River and Yangtze River. These Yellow River and Yangtze civilizations arose
millennia before the Shang. With thousands of years of continuous history, China is one of the world's oldest civilizations, and is regarded as
one of the cradles of civilization.The Zhou dynasty (1046–256 BC) supplanted the Shang and introduced the concept of the Mandate of
Heaven to justify their rule. The central Zhou government began to weaken due to external and internal pressures in the 8th century BC, and
the country eventually splintered into smaller states during the Spring and Autumn period. These states became independent and warred with
one another in the following Warring States period. Much of traditional Chinese culture, literature and philosophy first developed during those
troubled times.In 221 BC Qin Shi Huang conquered the various warring states and created for himself the title of Huangdi or "emperor" of the
Qin, marking the beginning of imperial China. However, the oppressive government fell soon after his death, and was supplanted by the
longer-lived Han dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD). Successive dynasties developed bureaucratic systems that enabled the emperor to control vast
territories directly. In the 21 centuries from 206 BC until AD 1912, routine administrative tasks were handled by a special elite of scholarofficials. Young men, well-versed in calligraphy, history, literature, and philosophy, were carefully selected through difficult government
examinations. China's last dynasty was the Qing (1644–1912), which was replaced by the Republic of China in 1912, and in the mainland by
the People's Republic of China in 1949.Chinese history has alternated between periods of political unity and peace, and periods of war and
failed statehood – the most recent being the Chinese Civil War (1927–1949). China was occasionally dominated by steppe peoples, most of
whom were eventually assimilated into the Han Chinese culture and population. Between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism, Chinese
dynasties have ruled parts or all of China; in some eras control stretched as far as Xinjiang and Tibet, as at present. Traditional culture, and
influences from other parts of Asia and the Western world (carried by waves of immigration, cultural assimilation, expansion, and foreign
contact), form the basis of the modern culture of China.
This dictionary treats some 694 particles, the nuclei, as it were, of the grammar of Classical Chinese. It includes all the auxiliaries (modals,
aspectuals, etc.); the markers of grammatical relationships; the conjunctions, numerals, and markers of enumeration; the substitutes
(pronouns, demonstratives, and interrogative and indefinite substitutes); and the interjections and allegro forms which occur in classical
literature from its beginnings top the Six Dynasties. Copius examples of usage and currency are given and cross-references to concordances
and other reference works are supplied, the whole designed to provide for the student of the Chinese language a reference work of a kind
that hitherto has not existed. In the Prolegomenon, the problems of the particles and the part they play in the grammar of Classical Chinese
are considered, and the particles are classified. In the Dictionary proper, the particles are treated individually; their functions are described
and illustrated by textual examples, which are translated for the convenience of the user. Following the Dictionary are a Radical Chart and
Radical Index, by radical and stroke count, a table for conversion from the Wades-Giles system of romanization to the Gwoyeu Romatzyh
system, and a list of characters with obscure radicals by total stroke count.
opinion" represented by the literati found themselves condemned to failure.

After the collapse of the Han dynasty, China divided along a north-south line. Lewis traces the changes that underlay and resulted
from this split in a period that saw China's geographic redefinition, more engagement with the outside world, significant changes to
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family life, literary and social developments, and the introduction of new religions.
The resurgence of modern China has generated much interest, not only in the country’s present day activities, but also in its long
history. As the only uninterrupted ancient civilization still alive today, the study of China’s past promises to offer invaluable insights
into understanding contemporary China. Providing coverage of the entire Imperial Era (221 BCE–1912 CE), this handbook takes a
chronological approach. It includes comprehensive analysis of all major periods, from the powerful Han empire which rivalled
Rome, and the crucial transformative period of the Five Dynasties, to the prosperous Ming era and the later dominance of the nonHan peoples. With contributions from a team of international authors, key themes include: Political events and leadership Religion
and philosophy Cultural and literary achievements Legal, economic, and military institutions This book transcends the traditional
boundaries of historiography, giving special attention to the role of archaeology. As such, the Routledge Handbook of Imperial
Chinese History is an indispensable reference work for students and scholars of Chinese, Asian, and World History.
The Cambridge History of Ancient China provides a survey of the institutional and cultural history of pre-imperial China.
Charles Holcombe begins by asking the question 'what is East Asia?' In the modern age, many of the features that made the
region - now defined as including China, Japan, Korea and Vietnam - distinct have been submerged by the effects of revolution,
politics or globalization. Yet, as an ancient civilization, the region had both an historical and cultural coherence. This shared past is
at the heart of this ambitious book, which traces the story of East Asia from the dawn of history to the twenty-first century. The
second edition has been imaginatively revised and expanded to place emphasis on cross-cultural interactions and connections,
both within East Asia and beyond, with new material on Vietnam and modern pop culture. The second edition also features a
Chinese character list, additional maps and new illustrations.
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