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Were World Wars I and II inevitable? Were they necessary wars? Or were they products of calamitous failures of judgment? In this
monumental and provocative history, Patrick Buchanan makes the case that, if not for the blunders of British statesmen– Winston Churchill
first among them–the horrors of two world wars and the Holocaust might have been avoided and the British Empire might never have
collapsed into ruins. Half a century of murderous oppression of scores of millions under the iron boot of Communist tyranny might never have
happened, and Europe’s central role in world affairs might have been sustained for many generations. Among the British and Churchillian
errors were: • The secret decision of a tiny cabal in the inner Cabinet in 1906 to take Britain straight to war against Germany, should she
invade France • The vengeful Treaty of Versailles that mutilated Germany, leaving her bitter, betrayed, and receptive to the appeal of Adolf
Hitler • Britain’s capitulation, at Churchill’s urging, to American pressure to sever the Anglo-Japanese alliance, insulting and isolating Japan,
pushing her onto the path of militarism and conquest • The greatest mistake in British history: the unsolicited war guarantee to Poland of
March 1939, ensuring the Second World War Certain to create controversy and spirited argument, Churchill, Hitler, and “the Unnecessary
War” is a grand and bold insight into the historic failures of judgment that ended centuries of European rule and guaranteed a future no one
who lived in that vanished world could ever have envisioned.
Essay from the year 2019 in the subject History Europe - Germany - National Socialism, World War II, grade: 7/7, language: English,
abstract: This essay looks at the extent of the impact that the failure of the diplomacy of appeasement had in terms of its responsibility for the
outbreak of the second world war.
A definitive account of World War II by America's preeminent military historian. World War II was the most lethal conflict in human history.
Never before had a war been fought on so many diverse landscapes and in so many different ways, from rocket attacks in London to jungle
fighting in Burma to armor strikes in Libya. The Second World Wars examines how combat unfolded in the air, at sea, and on land to show
how distinct conflicts among disparate combatants coalesced into one interconnected global war. Drawing on 3,000 years of military history,
bestselling author Victor Davis Hanson argues that despite its novel industrial barbarity, neither the war's origins nor its geography were
unusual. Nor was its ultimate outcome surprising. The Axis powers were well prepared to win limited border conflicts, but once they blundered
into global war, they had no hope of victory. An authoritative new history of astonishing breadth, The Second World Wars offers a stunning
reinterpretation of history's deadliest conflict.
Challenges the assumption of the rationality of foreign policy makers in international relations, showing how leaders systematically vary in the
rationality of their thinking.
This book, first published in 1983, illustrates the domestic and internal dimension of appeasement and explores the political options open to
the western powers in the run up to the Second World War. It looks at the factors pointing in the direction of a general settlement with the
dictators: limitation of resources and strategic over-commitment by Britain; economic decline and financial exhaustion of France; lack of
support from the United States and the Soviet Union.
Standing against conventional wisdom, historian James Levy reevaluates Britain's twin policies of appeasement and rearmament in the late
1930s. By carefully examining the political and economic environment of the times, Levy argues that Neville Chamberlain crafted an active,
logical and morally defensible foreign policy designed to avoid and deter a potentially devastating war. Levy shows that through
Chamberlain's experience as Chancellor of the Exchequer, he knew that Britain had not yet fully recovered from the first World War and the
longer an international confrontation could be avoided, the better Britain's chances of weathering the storm. In the end, Hitler could be neither
appeased nor deterred, and recognizing this, Britain and France went into war better armed and better prepared to fight.

British women were deeply invested in foreign policy between the wars. This study casts new light on the turn to international
affairs in feminist politics, the gendered representation and experience of the Munich Crisis, and the profound impression made by
female public opinion on PM Neville Chamberlain in his negotiations with the dictators.
Panoramic in scope, flawless in presentation, this book is a monument of international history. Having amassed all that is known of
the kaleidoscopic blunders, deceptions and fateful games of secret intelligence, Donald Watt cogently explains how Europe's
leaders were influenced and misled by Hitler's demonic drive for power. Here, fascinatingly arranged for the general reader, are
the reasons for a multicausal war that reshaped the world.
"A new history of the British appeasement of the Third Reich on the eve of World War II"-A hugely important book that solely and fully explores for the first time the complex partnership during World War II between FDR
and Stalin, by the editor of My Dear Mr. Stalin: The Complete Correspondence of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Joseph V. Stalin
(“History owes a debt to Susan Butler for the collection and annotation of these exchanges”—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr). Making use
of previously classified materials from the Russian State Archive of Social and Political History, and the Archive of the Foreign
Policy of the Russian Federation, as well as the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library and three hundred hot war messages between
Roosevelt and Stalin, Butler tells the story of how the leader of the capitalist world and the leader of the Communist world became
more than allies of convenience during World War II. Butler reassess in-depth how the two men became partners, how they
shared the same outlook for the postwar world, and how they formed an uneasy but deep friendship, shaping the world’s political
stage from the war to the decades leading up to and into the new century. Roosevelt and Stalin tells of the first face-to-face
meetings of the two leaders over four days in December 1943 at Tehran, in which the Allies focused on the next phases of the war
against the Axis Powers in Europe and Asia; of Stalin’s agreement to launch another major offensive on the Eastern Front; and of
his agreement to declare war against Japan following the Allied victory over Germany. Butler writes of the weeklong meeting at
Yalta in February of 1945, two months before Roosevelt’s death, where the unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany was agreed
on and postwar Europe was reorganized, and where Stalin agreed to participate in Roosevelt’s vision of the United Nations. The
book makes clear that Roosevelt worked hard to win Stalin over, pursuing the Russian leader, always holding out the promise that
Roosevelt’s own ideas were the best bet for the future peace and security of Russia; however, Stalin was not at all sure that
Roosevelt’s concept of a world organization, even with police powers, would be enough to keep Germany from starting a third
world war, but we see how Stalin’s view of Roosevelt evolved, how he began to see FDR as the key to a peaceful world. Butler’s
book is the first to show how FDR pushed Stalin to reinstate religion in the Soviet Union, which he did in 1943; how J. Edgar
Hoover derailed the U.S.-planned establishment of an OSS intelligence mission in Moscow and a Soviet counterpart in America
before the 1944 election; and that Roosevelt had wanted to involve Stalin in the testing of the atomic bomb at Alamogardo, New
Mexico. We see how Roosevelt’s death deeply affected Stalin. Averell Harriman, American ambassador to the Soviet Union,
reported that the Russian premier was “more disturbed than I had ever seen him,” and said to Harriman, “President Roosevelt
has died but his cause must live on. We shall support President Truman with all our forces and all our will.” And the author
explores how Churchill’s—and Truman’s—mutual mistrust and provocation of Stalin resulted in the Cold War. A fascinating,
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revelatory portrait of this crucial, world-changing partnership.
The Sunday Times Bestseller 'Astonishing' ANTONY BEEVOR 'One of the most promising young historians to enter our field for
years' MAX HASTINGS On a wet afternoon in September 1938, Neville Chamberlain stepped off an aeroplane and announced
that his visit to Hitler had averted the greatest crisis in recent memory. It was, he later assured the crowd in Downing Street, 'peace
for our time'. Less than a year later, Germany invaded Poland and the Second World War began. This is a vital new history of the
disastrous years of indecision, failed diplomacy and parliamentary infighting that enabled Nazi domination of Europe. Drawing on
previously unseen sources, it sweeps from the advent of Hitler in 1933 to the beaches of Dunkirk, and presents an unforgettable
portrait of the ministers, aristocrats and amateur diplomats whose actions and inaction had devastating consequences. 'Brilliant
and sparkling . . . Reads like a thriller. I couldn't put it down' Peter Frankopan 'Vivid, detailed and utterly fascinating . . . This is
political drama at its most compelling' James Holland 'Bouverie skilfully traces each shameful step to war . . . in moving and
dramatic detail' Sunday Telegraph
Holocaust and Human Behavior uses readings, primary source material, and short documentary films to examine the challenging
history of the Holocaust and prompt reflection on our world today

This book draws together, for the first time, the published research on the behaviour, ecology and welfare of elephants
living in zoos, circuses, logging camps and other captive environments in a single comprehensive volume. It takes a multidisciplinary approach, considering the work of zoo biologists, animal behaviour and welfare scientists, veterinarians,
philosophers, zoo educators, tourism specialists, conservation biologists, lawyers and others with a professional interest
in elephants. Elephants under Human Care: The Behaviour, Ecology, and Welfare of Elephants in Captivity is a valuable
resource for zoo biology and animal welfare researchers. It is also useful for students and zoo professionals and
managers looking for a comprehensive guide to current research on captive elephants. Although not intended as a
husbandry manual, the book discusses some of the elephant welfare standards developed by the Association of Zoos
and Aquariums (AZA) and the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) and their relationship to
current knowledge of captive elephants. Includes results of captive studies compared with field studies of wild elephants
Features original images of elephant behaviour as they live and behave under human care Includes results of the
author’s original research including many original photographs Considers future implications of research for the welfare
and conservation of elephants, both for elephants in captivity and those living in the wild
In Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler Adrian Phillips presents a radical new view of the British policy of appeasement in
the late 1930s. No one doubts that appeasement failed, but Phillips shows that it caused active harm – even sabotaging
Britain’s preparations for war. He goes far further than previous historians in identifying the individuals responsible for a
catalogue of miscalculations, deviousness and moral surrender that made the Second World War inevitable, and
highlights the alternative policies that might have prevented it. Phillips outlines how Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain
and his chief advisor, Sir Horace Wilson, formed a fatally inept two-man foreign-policy machine that was immune to any
objective examination, criticism or assessment – ruthlessly manipulating the media to support appeasement while batting
aside policies advocated by Winston Churchill, the most vocal opponent of appeasement. Churchill understood that Hitler
was the implacable enemy of peace – and Britain – but Chamberlain and Wilson were terrified that any display of
firmness would provoke him. For the first time, Phillips brings to light how Wilson and Churchill had been enemies since
an incident early in their careers, and how, eventually, opposing Churchill became an end in itself. Featuring new
revelations about the personalities involved and the shameful manipulations and betrayals that went into appeasement,
including an attempt to buy Hitler off with a ruthless colonialist deal in Africa, Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler shines a
compelling and original light on one of the darkest hours in British diplomatic history.
Covers all significant eras of global history. Encourages students to analyze evidence, documents, and other data to
make informed decisions. Develops essential writing skills.
On 30 September 1938 Neville Chamberlain flew back to London from his meeting at Munich with the German
Chancellor, Adolf Hitler. As he paused on the aircraft steps, he held aloft the piece of paper which bore both his and the
Führer's signature, the promise that Britain and Germany would never go to war with one another again. He had returned
bringing 'Peace with honour - Peace for our Time.' Drawing on a wealth of original archival material, David Faber sheds
new light on this extraordinary story, tracing the key incidents leading up to the meeting at Munich and its immediate
aftermath: Lord Halifax's ill-fated visit to Hitler; Chamberlain's secret negotiations with Mussolini, and the Berlin scandal
that rocked Hitler's régime. He takes us to Vienna, to the Sudetenland, and to Prague. In Berlin, we witness Hitler
inexorably preparing for war; and in London, we watch helplessly as Chamberlain makes one supreme effort after
another to appease Hitler.
The book shows students, scholars and researchers how to read the visual media to elicit meaning. As primary sources,
visual texts can be studied not only for what is directly depicted in the painting or film but also for what it tells us about the
people, cultures and societies that made them.
From the Back Cover: From the moment of its publication in 1961, A.J.P. Taylor's seminal work caused a storm of praise
and controversy, and it has since been recognized as a classic: the first book ever to examine exclusively and in depth
the causes of the Second World War and to apportion the responsibility among Allies and Germans alike. With crisp,
clear prose and brilliant analysis, Taylor established that the war, "far from being premeditated, was a mistake, the result
on both sides of diplomatic blunders." He argued that Hitler was more an opportunist than an ideologue who owed his
successes to Great Britain's and France's tacking between resistance and appeasement, and to an American policy akin
to "the significant episode of the dog in the night, to which Sherlock Holmes once drew attention. When Watson objected:
'But the dog did nothing in the night," Holmes answered: 'That was the significant episode.' "The Times Literary
Supplement called The Origins of the Second World War "simple, devastating, superlatively readable, and deeply
disturbing," and it remains so now-a groundbreaking book of enduring importance.
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In August 1941 Churchill and Roosevelt met in a secluded bay off the coast of Newfoundland. It was the first of their wartime
meetings and in many respects the most significant. The Atlantic Charter, its result, proclaimed the two leaders' vision of a new
world order, a set of principles that would govern international relations with the coming of peace. This remarkable collection of
essays is the result of an international conference of American, British, and Canadian scholars held at Memorial University of
Newfoundland that marked the 50th anniversary of the historic meeting. The essays discuss both the Charter's formulation and its
long-term significance, and provide fascinating perspectives on the Second World War and its aftermath.
At a crucial point in the twentieth century, as Nazi Germany prepared for war, negotiations between Britain, France, and the Soviet
Union became the last chance to halt Hitler’s aggression. Incredibly, the French and British governments dallied, talks failed, and
in August 1939 the Soviet Union signed a nonaggression pact with Germany. Michael Carley’s gripping account of these
negotiations is not a pretty story. It is about the failures of appeasement and collective security in Europe. It is about moral
depravity and blindness, about villains and cowards, and about heroes who stood against the intellectual and popular tides of their
time. Some died for their beliefs, others labored in obscurity and have been nearly forgotten. In 1939 they sought to make the
Grand Alliance that never was between France, Britain, and the Soviet Union. This story of their efforts is background to the
wartime alliance created in 1941 without France but with the United States in order to defeat a demonic enemy. 1939 is based
upon Mr. Carley’s longtime research on the period, including work in French, British, and newly opened Soviet archives. He
challenges prevailing interpretations of the origins of World War II by situating 1939 at the end of the early cold war between the
Soviet Union, France, and Britain, and by showing how anti-communism was the major cause of the failure to form an alliance
against Hitler. 1939 was published on September 1, the sixtieth anniversary of the Nazi invasion of Poland and the start of the war.
'Overy has written many fine books, but Blood and Ruins is his masterpiece. It puts all previous single-volume works of the conflict
in the shade' Saul David, The Times A bold new approach to the Second World War from one of Britain's foremost military
historians Richard Overy sets out in Blood and Ruins to recast the way in which we view the Second World War and its origins and
aftermath. He argues that this was the 'great imperial war', a violent end to almost a century of global imperial expansion which
reached its peak in the ambitions of Italy, Germany and Japan in the 1930s and early 1940s, before descending into the largest
and costliest war in human history and the end, after 1945, of all territorial empires. How war on a huge scale was fought,
supplied, paid for, supported by mass mobilization and morally justified forms the heart of this new account. Above all, Overy
explains the bitter cost for those involved in fighting, and the exceptional level of crime and atrocity that marked these imperial
projects, the war and its aftermath. This war was as deadly for civilians as it was for the military, a war to the death over the future
of the global order. Blood and Ruins is a masterpiece from of one of the most renowned historians of the Second World War,
which will compel us to view the war in novel and unfamiliar ways. Thought-provoking, original and challenging, Blood and Ruins
sets out to understand the war anew.
This study attempts to analyze systematically the rationale, evolution, and consequences of Chiang Kai-shek's "unity before
resistance" doctrine, which was the basis of Nanking's appeasement policy. The author argues that there were a number of
independent variables that influenced Nanking's attitude toward Japan: 1) the internal disintegration of China; 2) factional conflicts
within the Kuomintang;3) ineffective administration; 4) the vicissitudes of nationalism; 5) the material backwardness of China; and
6) international mediation. All of these factors were interrelated. The intervening variables were Chiang Kai-shek's personality, his
patterns of political behavior, his way of ruling, and his perception of internal and external crises. By adopting the temporary
appeasement policy toward Japan, Chiang hoped to gain enough time to consolidate China and his supreme leadership. But
Chiang’s appeasement policy in fact engaged his government in two races - one with Japanese aggression and the other with
domestic opposition.
This book details the step-by-step process of foreign policy making within the British government from 1931 to 1939.
No issue in modern history has been more intensively studied, or subject to wider interpretation, than the origins of the Second
World War. A conflict involving three - arguably four - major aggressor Powers, operating simultaneously but largely separately on
two continents, inevitably raises complex theories and debates. Each participating power has its own history, and each one must
take account of various influences upon the behaviour of its soldiers and statesmen. His wide-ranging collection of original essays,
each by an international expert in their field, covers all aspects of the subject and highlights the controversy that continues to
characterise current thinking on the origins of the war. Going beyond the usual Eurocentric approach, Part I examines the roles of
all seven of the Great Powers (including Japan and the USA), as well as the parts played by several of the lesser Powers, such as
Czechoslovakia, Poland and China. Part II contains chapters which explore key themes that cannot be fully understood within the
context of any single country. These themes include the role of ideology, propaganda, intelligence, armaments, economics,
diplomacy, the neutral states, peace movements, and the social science approach to war. Written in clear, jargon-free prose,
together these essays provide a comprehensive single-volume text for students and teachers, and are essential reading for all with
an interest in the debates surrounding the causes of World War Two.
The stunning story of Russia's slide back into a dictatorship-and how the West is now paying the price for allowing it to happen. The
ascension of Vladimir Putin-a former lieutenant colonel of the KGB-to the presidency of Russia in 1999 was a strong signal that the country
was headed away from democracy. Yet in the intervening years-as America and the world's other leading powers have continued to appease
him-Putin has grown not only into a dictator but an internationalthreat. With his vast resources and nuclear arsenal, Putin is at the center of a
worldwide assault on political liberty and the modern world order. For Garry Kasparov, none of this is news. He has been a vocal critic of
Putin for over a decade, even leading the pro-democracy opposition to him in the farcical 2008 presidential election. Yet years of seeing his
Cassandra-like prophecies about Putin's intentions fulfilled have left Kasparov with a darker truth: Putin's Russia, like ISIS or Al Qaeda,
defines itself in opposition to the free countries of the world. As Putin has grown ever more powerful, the threat he poses has grown from
local to regional and finally to global. In this urgent book, Kasparov shows that the collapse of the Soviet Union was not an endpoint-only a
change of seasons, as the Cold War melted into a new spring. But now, after years of complacency and poor judgment, winter is once again
upon us. Argued with the force of Kasparov's world-class intelligence, conviction, and hopes for his home country, Winter Is Coming reveals
Putin for what he is: an existential danger hiding in plain sight.
A collection of essays discusses the nature of the Nazi system, its impact on the world, and the Holocaust, and offers a comparative analysis
of the leadership styles of Hitler, Stalin, Tojo, and Roosevelt. BOMC. History Bk Club. UP.
An in-depth look at the misguided foreign policy of appeasement towards Hitler and the Third Reich during World War II—from a world
renowned historian. World War II and its attendant horrors arguably began in the British policy of appeasement of the Nazi rise to power
between the First and Second World Wars. In this compelling work, Martin Gilbert walks the reader through several decades of behavior that,
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in retrospect, is hard to accept. Gilbert’s incisive focus on primary sources uncovers the real reasons for the appeasement policy, from the
search for a just peace to attempts to avoid another war at all costs—illuminating the historical underpinnings of a fatally flawed policy and its
tragic consequences for the Jewish people. This book also contains a chronology of appeasement policy as well as five specially drawn maps
and five appendices—including a transcript of British statesman and politician David Lloyd George’s conversation with Hitler at
Berchtesgaden in 1936.
AppeasementChamberlain, Hitler, Churchill, and the Road to War
antly, the pact laid the groundwork for Soviet control of Eastern Europe, a power grab that would define the post-war order. Drawing on
memoirs, diaries, and official records from newly opened Soviet archives, The Devils' Alliance is the authoritative work on one of the seminal
episodes of World War II. In his characteristically rich and detailed prose, Moorhouse paints a vivid picture of the pact's origins and its
enduring influence as a crucial turning point, in both the war and in modern history.
"Chilling... To Hell and Back should be required reading in every chancellery, every editorial cockpit and every place where peevish
Euroskeptics do their thinking…. Kershaw documents each and every ‘ism’ of his analysis with extraordinary detail and passionate
humanism."—The New York Times Book Review The Penguin History of Europe series reaches the twentieth century with acclaimed scholar
Ian Kershaw’s long-anticipated analysis of the pivotal years of World War I and World War II. The European catastrophe, the long continuous
period from 1914 to 1949, was unprecedented in human history—an extraordinarily dramatic, often traumatic, and endlessly fascinating period
of upheaval and transformation. This new volume in the Penguin History of Europe series offers comprehensive coverage of this tumultuous
era. Beginning with the outbreak of World War I through the rise of Hitler and the aftermath of the Second World War, award-winning British
historian Ian Kershaw combines his characteristic original scholarship and gripping prose as he profiles the key decision makers and the
violent shocks of war as they affected the entire European continent and radically altered the course of European history. Kershaw identifies
four major causes for this catastrophe: an explosion of ethnic-racist nationalism, bitter and irreconcilable demands for territorial revisionism,
acute class conflict given concrete focus through the Bolshevik Revolution, and a protracted crisis of capitalism. Incisive, brilliantly written,
and filled with penetrating insights, To Hell and Back offers an indispensable study of a period in European history whose effects are still
being felt today.
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