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Methods in current instructed second language acquisition research range from laboratory experiments to ethnography
using non-obtrusive participant observation, from cross-sectional designs to longitudinal case studies. Many different
types of data serve as the basis for analysis, including reaction times measurements, global test scores, paper and pencil
measures, introspective comments, grammaticality judgements, as well as textual data (elicited or naturalistic, oral or
written, relating to comprehension or production). Some studies rely on extensive quantification of data, while others may
favour a more qualitative and hermeneutic analytic approach. Many of these issues and methods are exemplified by the
contributions to this volume. Data-based studies included here deal with the acquisition of specific linguistic phenomena
(e.g. verb and noun morphology, lexicon, clause structures) in a range of target languages (e.g. English, French,
German, Russian) from a variety of settings involving different instructional approaches (e.g. traditional foreign language
classes, immersion classes, intensive ESL classes, content and language integrated language classes). Collectively, the
chapters in this book illustrate the productivity and diversity of current research on instructed second language
acquisition. As such they serve as a valuable resource for researchers in SLA, psycholinguistics, linguistics, and
language education.
The Second Language Learning Processes of Students with Specific Learning Difficulties is the only recent book
available to offer a detailed and in-depth discussion of the second language learning processes of students with specific
learning difficulties (SpLDs). It summarizes research advances in the fields of cognitive and educational psychology and
integrates them with recent studies in the area of second language acquisition (SLA). Thus the book is relevant not only
to readers who are particularly interested in the role of specific learning difficulties in learning additional languages, but
also to those who would like to understand how individual differences in cognitive functioning influence SLA. The book
focuses on four important areas that are particularly relevant for language learners with SpLDs: the processes of SLA in
general and the development of reading skills in particular, the effectiveness of pedagogical programs, the assessment of
the language competence of students with SpLDs and identifying SpLDs in another language. The book also views
learners with SpLDs in their social and educational contexts and elaborates how the barriers in these contexts can affect
their language learning processes. This is an excellent resource for language teachers, students, and researchers in the
areas of second language acquisition and applied linguistics.
This extremely up-to-date book, Speech Production and Second Language Acquisition, is the first volume in the exciting
new series, Cognitive Science and Second Language Acquisition. This new volume provides a thorough overview of the
field and proposes a new integrative model of how L2 speech is produced. The study of speech production is its own
subfield within cognitive science. One of the aims of this new book, as is true of the series, is to make cognitive science
theory accessible to second language acquisition. Speech Production and Second Language Acquisition examines how
research on second language and bilingual speech production can be grounded in L1 research conducted in cognitive
science and in psycholinguistics. Highlighted is a coherent and straightforward introduction to the bilingual lexicon and its
role in spoken language performance. Like the rest of the series, Speech Production and Second Language Acquisition
is tutorial in style, intended as a supplementary textbook for undergraduates and graduate students in programs of
cognitive science, second language acquisition, applied linguistics, and language pedagogy.
The term “crosscurrent” is defined as “a current flowing counter to another.” This volume represents crosscurrents in
second language acquisition and linguistic theory in several respects. First, although the main currents running between
linguistics and second language acquisition have traditionally flowed from theory to application, equally important
contributions can be made in the other direction as well. Second, although there is a strong tendency in the field of
linguistics to see “theorists” working within formal models of syntax, SLA research can contribute to linguistic theory more
broadly defined to include various functional as well as formal models of syntax, theories of phonology, variationist
theories of sociolinguists, etc. These assumptions formed the basis for a conference held at Stanford University during
the Linguistic Institute there in the summer of 1987. The conference was organized to update the relation between
second language acquisition and linguistic theory. This book contains a selection of (mostly revised and updated) papers
of this conference and two newly written papers.
This edited volume brings together large-scale research as well as case studies from a range of geographical contexts
and represents a variety of educational settings involving second language learners and users. Its aim is to explore the
interrelated issues of psychology and technology use in second language learning settings as well as in more
autonomous environments. As language learning professionals continue to devote more time and attention to making
various technological tools an integral part of the classroom, it is just as important to understand the influences that these
tools have on the psychological state of the learners who use them. In consideration of this objective, the volume
examines factors such as learner attitudes and motivation, emotion and behaviour, and the cognitive processes that are
at play in the minds of the language users. This volume will be of interest not only to language teachers but also to
researchers working in second language acquisition (SLA), applied linguistics, and educational psychology.
Infants and very young children develop almost miraculously the ability of speech, without apparent effort, without even
being taught - as opposed to the teenager or the adult struggling without, it seems, ever being able to reach the same
level of proficiency as five year olds in their first language. This useful textbook serves as a guide to different types of
language acquisition: monolingual and bilingual first language development and child and adult second language
acquisition. Unlike other books, it systematically compares first and second language acquisition, drawing on data from
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several languages. Research questions and findings from various subfields are helpfully summarized to show students
how they are related and how they often complement each other. The essential guide to studying first and second
language acquisition, it will be used on courses in linguistics, modern languages and developmental psychology.
Aims to provide a systematic perspective on some central psychological mechanisms underlying the spontaneous
production of interlanguage (IL) speech. The text develops a framework that represents a theory of processability of
grammatical structures, referred to as "Processability Theory".
Crosslinguistic influence is an established area of second language research, and as such, it has been subject to
extensive scrutiny. Although the field has come a long way in understanding its general character, many issues still
remain a conundrum, for example, why does transfer appear selective, and why does transfer never seem to go away for
certain linguistic elements? Unlike most existing studies, which have focused on transfer at the surface form level, the
present volume examines the relationship between thought and language, in particular thought as shaped by first
language development and use, and its interaction with second language use. The chapters in this collection
conceptually explore and empirically investigate the relevance of Slobin's thinking-for-speaking hypothesis to adult
second language acquisition, offering compelling and enlightening evidence of the fundamental nature of crosslinguistic
influence in adult second language acquisition "This is a landmark publication - the first to concertedly address the
implications for SLA of Slobin's thinking-for-speaking hypothesis. Do processes of conceptualisation that L1s predispose
speakers to affect their L2 production, and if so in what ways? Can we `re-think' for L2 speaking, and what cognitive
abilities enable this? The research issues this book raises are fundamentally important for SLA theory and pedagogy
alike." Peter Robinson, Professor of Linguistics and SLA, Aoyama Gakuin University, Tokyo, Japan "Language affects
how we think. Slobin's (1996) thinking-for-speaking hypothesis concerns the ways that native language directs speakers'
attention to pick those characteristics of events that are readily encodable therein. In this impressive collection, Han and
Cadierno marshal strong support for effects of native language upon second language use, i.e. for `rethinking-forspeaking'. A must-read for anybody interested in linguistic relativity and transfer in SLA." Nick Ellis, Professor of
Psychology, University of Michigan, USA
Despite the key role played by second language acquisition (SLA) courses in linguistics, teacher education and language teaching
degrees, participants often struggle to bridge the gap between SLA theories and their many applications in the classroom. In order
to overcome the 'transfer' problem from theory to practice, Andrea Nava and Luciana Pedrazzini present SLA principles through
the actions and words of teachers and learners. Second Language Acquisition in Action identifies eight important SLA principles
and involves readers in an 'experiential' approach which enables them to explore these principles 'in action'. Each chapter is
structured around three stages: experience and reflection; conceptualisation; and restructuring and planning. Discussion questions
and tasks represent the core of the book. These help readers in the process of 'experiencing' SLA research and provide them with
opportunities to try their hands at different areas of language teachers' professional expertise. Aimed at those on applied linguistics
MA courses, TESOL/EFL trainees and in-service teachers, Second Language Acquisition in Action features: · Key Questions at
the start of each chapter · Data-based tasks to foster reflection and to help bridge the gap between theory and practice ·
Audiovisual extracts of lessons on an accompanying website · Further Reading suggestions at the end of each chapter
Now in its second edition, Introduction to Instructed Second Language Acquisition continues to present a cohesive view of the
different theoretical and pedagogical perspectives that comprise instructed second language acquisition (ISLA). Loewen provides
comprehensive discussions of the theoretical, empirical, and pedagogical aspects of a range of key issues in ISLA, and has added
to this edition a comprehensive exploration of the relationship between ISLA research and second language pedagogy. Also new
is the addition of supporting features including end-of-chapter activities, points for reflection, and discussion questions, as well as
thoroughly revised content to reflect the most recent research in ISLA. This is an essential resource for students new to ISLA, or
working in Second Language Acquisition more generally.
Shortlisted for the Christopher Brumfit Award in Applied Linguistics.The Development of the Grammatical System in Early Second
Language Acquisition focuses on the acquisition process of early L2 learners. It is based on the following key hypothesis: the initial
mental grammatical system of L2 learners is constrained semantically, syntactically and mnemonically. This hypothesis is
formalised as the Multiple Constraints Hypothesis. The empirical test of the Multiple Constraints Hypothesis is based on a large
database including cross-sectional and longitudinal data from square-one ESL beginners. The study demonstrates that the
postulated constraints are relaxed successively as learning progresses. The book is intended for postgraduate students as well as
SLA researchers.
This book discusses about the place of second language in the world today, why study second language acquisition, development
of the field of study of second language acquisition, the scope of second language acquisition research Follow by Language: from
intelligence or innate ideas? The quest for the perfect circle, empiricist, and rationalist answers, the empiricist view: no knowledge
is innate, the Rationalist view: basic knowledge is innate, Chomsky’s Universal Grammar, arguments are intelligence and
Universal Grammar, Chomsky’s ease and speed of child acquisition argument, objections to ease and speed of child acquisition
argument, Chomsky’s inadequate language data argument, objections to the inadequate language data argument, Chomsky’s
poverty of stimulus argument, objections to Chomsky’s poverty of stimulus argument, Chomsky’s irrelevance of intelligence
argument, objections to the irrelevance of intelligence argument, the rationalist view: basic knowledge is innate, mentalism and
behaviorism contrasted, language, thought, and culture speech as the basis of thought, arguments against this idea in speech,
understanding precedes production, speech understanding by people with speech disabilities, thinking while paralyzed by a drug,
talking about one thing while thinking about another, language as the basis of thought, arguments against this idea, deaf children
without language can think, bilinguals are not schizoids, creoles: new languages from old, where language does affect thought,
thought as the basis of language, the non-linguistic origin of meaning, the true relationship between language and thought,
language and the brain, brain structure and function, hemispheric dominance and lateralization, language areas and functioning,
brain maturation and critical age for learning language, language disorder, Broca’s aphasia, Wernicke’s aphasia, other speech –
related aphasias, reading, and writing aphasias: dyslexia, localism and holism, methods of investigating brain and language,
established methods: post-mortem, injured people, electrical stimulation, new high-tech methods: CAT and PET, mind and brain,
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culture and foreign language teaching. By reading this book the students are expected to be able to understand the concept of
language acquisition. Buku Persembahan Penerbit PrenadaMediaGroup
Most human beings grow up speaking more than one language; a lot of us also acquire an additional language or languages other
than our mother tongue. This Element in the Second Language Acquisition series investigates the human capacity to learn
additional languages later in life and introduces the seminal processes involved in this acquisition. The authors discuss how to
analyze learner data and what the findings tell us about language learning; critically assessing a leading theory of how adults learn
a second language: Generative SLA. This theory describes both universal innate knowledge and individual experiences as crucial
for language acquisition. This Element makes the relevant connections between first and second language acquisition and
explores whether they are fundamentally similar processes. Slabakova et al. provide fascinating pedagogical questions that
encourage students and teachers to reflect upon the experiences of second language learners.
This volume presents six alternative approaches to studying second language acquisition – 'alternative' in the sense that they
contrast with and/or complement the cognitivism pervading the field. All six approaches – sociocultural, complexity theory,
conversation-analytic, identity, language socialization, and sociocognitive – are described according to the same set of six
headings, allowing for direct comparison across approaches. Each chapter is authored by leading advocates for the approach
described: James Lantolf for the sociocultural approach; Diane Larsen-Freeman for the complexity theory approach; Gabriele
Kasper and Johannes Wagner for the conversation-analytic approach; Bonny Norton and Carolyn McKinney for the identity
approach; Patricia Duff and Steven Talmy for the language socialization approach and Dwight Atkinson for the sociocognitive
approach. Introductory and commentary chapters round out this volume. The editor’s introduction describes the significance of
alternative approaches to SLA studies given its strongly cognitivist orientation. Lourdes Ortega’s commentary considers the six
approaches from an 'enlightened traditional' perspective on SLA studies – a viewpoint which is cognitivist in orientation but broad
enough to give serious and balanced consideration to alternative approaches. This volume is essential reading in the field of
second language acquisition.
This book is a thorough revision of the highly successful text first published in 1994. The authors retain the multidisciplinary
approach that presents research from linguistics, sociology, psychology, and education, in a format designed for use in an
introductory course for undergraduate or graduate students. The research is updated throughout and there are new sections and
chapters in this second edition as well. New chapters cover child language acquisition (first and second), Universal Grammar, and
instructed language learning; new sections address issues, such as what data analysis doesn't show, replication of research
findings, interlanguage transfer (multilingual acquisition and transfer), the aspect hypothesis, general nativism, connectionist
approaches, and implicit/explicit knowledge. Major updates include nonlanguage influences and the lexicon. The workbook,
Second Language Learning Data Analysis, Second Edition, makes an ideal accompaniment to the text.
This book analyses processes of mode-switching in second language acquisition as they relate to Korean learners of English. In
this empirical study, the author examines how native language influences and shapes usage of second language, particularly
when the two are so dramatically different both in terms of grammar and the cultures in which they are anchored. Learning to
speak English, she argues, entails switching from the formulaic to the strategic mode so that varying speaking norms and linguistic
values are fully understood. This results in a mode switch towards the target culture. This intriguing book will be of interest to
students and scholars of applied linguistics, sociolinguistics and English language education.

Research Methods in Second Language Acquisition: A Practical Guideis an informative guide to research design and
methodology for graduate students and scholars. Each chapter of this volume offers background, step-by-step guidance,
and relevant studies to create comprehensive coverage of each method. Includes chapters by expert scholars on an
array of topics, including second language writing and reading, meta-analyses, research replication, qualitative data
collection and analysis, and more Includes feature boxes in each chapter highlighting relevant research studies,
discussion questions and suggested further readings Utilizes research methods and tools from varied fields of study
including education, linguistics, psychology, and sociology
This book provides a holistic overview of what leads to success in foreign language learning at an early age and deepens
our understanding of early foreign language learning. The studies use an array of methodological approaches to research
learners aged between three and ten, as well as their parents and teachers, in instructional, minimal-input settings. They
describe various ways of organising and promoting very early foreign language learning, both through language policy
and innovative pedagogy, and focus on ways of providing input for second language acquisition, which include oral
classroom discourse strategies, as well as learner development of literacy skills. Special attention is given to the
necessity to develop critical reading skills, the ability to handle multimodal texts, and attitudes, motivations and
behaviours and how these may impact on the teaching and learning process. Chapters emphasise that ultimate
outcomes depend on extra linguistic environmental factors, such as parental involvement and teacher competences.
These include establishing control in the classroom, as well as using appropriate strategies for Negotiation of Meaning,
and helping learners build positive self-concept. This book will be of interest to all professionals involved in the teaching
of foreign languages to young learners, as well as to researchers, teacher educators and students working in this area.
The Handbook of Second Language Acquisition presents an integrated discussion of key, and sometimes controversial,
issues in second language acquisition research. Discusses the biological and cognitive underpinnings of SLA,
mechanisms, processes, and constraints on SLA, the level of ultimate attainment, research methods, and the status of
SLA as a cognitive science. Includes contributions from twenty-seven of the world's leading scholars. Provides an
invaluable resource for all students and scholars of human cognition, including those in linguistics, psychology, applied
linguistics, ESL, foreign languages, and cognitive science.
A clear and practical introduction to second language acquisition, written for students encountering the topic for the first
time.
This third edition of the best-selling Theories in Second Language Acquisition surveys the major theories currently used
in second language acquisition (SLA) research, serving as an ideal introductory text for undergraduate and graduate
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students in SLA and language teaching. Designed to provide a consistent and coherent presentation for those seeking a
basic understanding of the theories that underlie contemporary SLA research, each chapter focuses on a single theory.
Chapters are written by leading scholars in the field and incorporate a basic foundational description of the theory,
relevant data or research models used with this theory, common misunderstandings, and a sample study from the field to
show the theory in practice. New to this edition is a chapter addressing the relationship between theories and L2
teaching, as well as refreshed coverage of all theories throughout the book. A key work in the study of second language
acquisition, this volume will be useful to students of linguistics, language and language teaching, and to researchers as a
guide to theoretical work outside their respective domains.
Second language acquisition (SLA) is a field of inquiry that has increased in importance since the 1960s. Currently,
researchers adopt multiple perspectives in the analysis of learner language, all of them providing different but
complementary answers to the understanding of oral and written data produced by young and older learners in different
settings. The main goal of this volume is to provide the reader with updated reviews of the major contemporary
approaches to SLA, the research carried out within them and, wherever appropriate, the implications and/or applications
for theory, research and pedagogy that might derive from the available empirical evidence. The book is intended for SLA
researchers as well as for graduate (MA, Ph.D.) students in SLA research, applied linguistics and linguistics, as the
different chapters will be a guide in their research within the approaches presented. The volume will also be of interest to
professionals from other fields interested in the SLA process and the different explanations that have been put forward to
account for it.
Starting from the premise that language instruction should be informed by how humans learn language, this module on
second language acquisition (SLA) aims to provide teachers at any level with a comprehensive and up-to-date
introduction to the key findings about how second languages are learned in adulthood. This module explores a variety of
topics including the mechanisms in the mind responsible for language acquisition, the roles that input and output play in
acquisition, and how language develops in the learner’s mind over time. Furthermore, the module explores the many
factors believed to impact the outcome of SLA, such as the role of the native language, individual differences in aptitude
and motivation, and age of acquisition.
Whether we grow up with one, two, or several languages during our early years of life, many of us will learn a second,
foreign, or heritage language in later years. The field of Second language acquisition (SLA, for short) investigates the
human capacity to learn additional languages in late childhood, adolescence, or adulthood, after the first language --in
the case of monolinguals-- or languages --in the case of bilinguals-- have already been acquired. Understanding Second
Language Acquisition offers a wide-encompassing survey of this burgeoning field, its accumulated findings and proposed
theories, its developed research paradigms, and its pending questions for the future. The book zooms in and out of
universal, individual, and social forces, in each case evaluating the research findings that have been generated across
diverse naturalistic and formal contexts for second language acquisition. It assumes no background in SLA and provides
helpful chapter-by-chapter summaries and suggestions for further reading. Ideal as a textbook for students of applied
linguistics, foreign language education, TESOL, and education, it is also recommended for students of linguistics,
developmental psycholinguistics, psychology, and cognitive science. Supporting resources for tutors are available free at
www.routledge.com/ortega.
An up-to-date account of the main problems and theoretical and practical issues raised by second language acquisition research. As such,
this introduction provides students with a "real" understanding of the fundamental topics in the field and the advances achieved by empirical
research.
How do people learn nonnative languages? Is there one part or function of our brains solely dedicated to language processing, or do we
apply our general information-processing abilities when learning a new language? In this book, an interdisciplinary collaboration of scholars
and researchers presents an overview of the latter approach to adult second language acquisition and brings together, for the first time, a
comprehensive picture of the latest research on this subject. Clearly organized into four distinct but integrated parts, Mind and Context in
Adult Second Language Acquisition first provides an introduction to information-processing approaches and the tools for students to
understand the data. The next sections explain factors that affect language learning, both internal (attention and awareness, individual
differences, and the neural bases of language acquisition) and external (input, interaction, and pedagogical interventions). It concludes by
looking at two pedagogical applications: processing instruction and content based instruction. This important and timely volume is a mustread for students of language learning, second language acquisition, and linguists who want to better understand the information-processing
approaches to learning a non-primary language. This book will also be of immense interest to language scholars, program directors,
teachers, and administrators in both second language acquisition and cognitive psychology.
Second Language Acquisition Processes in the ClassroomLearning JapaneseRoutledge
Second Language Acquisition: introduces the key areas in the field, including multilingualism, the role of teaching, the mental processing of
multiple languages, and patterns of growth and decline explores the key theories and debates and elucidates areas of controversy gathers
together influential readings from key names in the discipline, including: Vivian Cook, William E. Dunn and James P. Lantolf, S.P. Corder, and
Nina Spada and Patsy Lightbown.
Whether you're new to teaching English language learners or an old hand, here's a guide that provides you with a firm baseline and can'tmiss strategies for boosting the achievement of these students. A teacher with 26 years of experience uses familiar scenarios from actual
classrooms to illustrate ideas and advice you can use right away: (1) Six key concepts and six common myths of second language
acquisition; (2) Five stages of language acquisition and what to do at each; (3) Four stages of culture shock that newcomers go through
before they become comfortable with the language; (4) How to know when an ell student is ready to speak; (5) How to match instruction to ell
learning styles and thinking skills; (6) Main challenges that ell students face in learning reading, writing, math, science, and social studies; (7)
How to use differentiated instruction, flexible grouping, and other essential practices for ell students; and (8) What to do for ell students during
the first weeks of school. School leaders should buy this book in bulk for wide distribution or use the book's professional development
activities to create workshops and teacher induction programs.
This book is the first study to examine how interactional style develops within the walls of a foreign language classroom in the first two years
of language study. Results show learners to be highly sensitive to pragmatic information and that learners can move toward an appropriate
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interactional style through classroom interactive experience. The book shows how learners are most often sources who offer assistance and
correction, with errors serving most often to stimulate further thinking about what form is correct. Analysis shows learners to be active in
seeking corrective information in the classroom setting, not only from peer partners but also from the teacher. They are active in noticing how
the teacher's utterances--even when addressed to others--contrast with their own, and utilize corrective feedback intended for other students.
In addition, the results show that teacher-initiated corrective feedback addressed to individual learners is only one source of corrective
feedback. Learners are shown to be active in both teacher-fronted and peer interactive settings. In newer L2 teaching methodologies which
focus on the use of peer interactive tasks, the teacher's role has been de-emphasized. This book, however, shows how important the
teacher's role is. The final chapter examines how the teacher can act to maximize the benefits of peer interactive tasks through how they
design tasks and present them to the class. First, the chapter looks at how learners use English--their L1--in the classroom, concluding that
how teachers present activities to the class has an impact on the amount of L1 used by students during peer interaction. Following up on this
finding, the chapter works to address questions that teachers face in lesson planning and teaching. It presents a useful list of questions
teachers can ask when designing peer interactive tasks in order to maximize the effectiveness of a wide variety of language learning tasks.
The present volume examines the relationship between second language practice and what is known about the process of second language
acquisition, summarising the current state of second language acquisition theory, drawing general conclusions about its application to
methods and materials and describing what characteristics effective materials should have. The author concludes that a solution to language
teaching lies not so much in expensive equipment, exotic new methods, or sophisticated language analysis, but rather in the full utilisation of
the most important resources - native speakers of the language - in real communication.
This is a collection of 11 analytical and empirical studies on the process of second language acquisition, probing a wide array of issues, from
transfer appropriate processing to L2 default processing strategies, among hearing or deaf learners of a variety of target languages.
In recent years language learning has been increasingly viewed by some SLA researchers as an essentially social-psychological process in
which the role of a wider sociocultural context should not be marginalized. This volume offers a valuable contribution to this growing body of
research by providing theoretical considerations and empirical research data on themes such as the development of intercultural
communicative competence, the role of English as a lingua franca in intercultural communication, and the place of cultural factors in SLA
theorizing, research, second/foreign language teaching and teacher training. The volume also contains contributions which share the
linguistic interest in the culture-related concepts and constructs such as time, modesty, politeness, and respect, discussing the culturedependent differences in conceptualization and their reflection in particular language forms and linguistic devices.
Scientific Essay from the year 2011 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, University of Debrecen (Regnum-M
Educational Co. / University of Debrecen), course: English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, language: English, abstract: It is
obvious that second language acquisition is a very inevitable phenomenon in language learning procedure, hence there is a whole library of
books dealing with SLA. Contemporary findings (Pléh, 2010) have also showed that LA is one of the most important processes in our life,
determining the whole procedure of language learning, not only in the case of second language, but also in the case of our mother tongue.
Moreover, the whole process includes memorizing things, conceptualization, connecting cognitive information and eventual accuracy in the
use of language. Interestingly enough, contemporary findings have also proved (Deb K. Roy et al., 2002) that first language acquisition
begins even before the birth of the child, which means that the adaptation to the new circumstances and verbalcommunication starts in the
mother’s uterus. These new researches and our devotion to medical disciplines1 have made us compose an essay on the biological factors
of Second Language Acquisition. No doubt, biological and neurobiological factors are very severely important parts of LA procedures,
however, they are not really put into the focus of linguistic experts. The reason for this might be traced in several things: there are some
(Birnbaum, 1996) who think that biological factors are not so important, since linguistic experts are supposed to be dealing with the technical
and mechanical factors of language acquisition (e.g. how we learn the things, what methodology or approaches we need to master the
language properly, etc.). Others note (Clark, 1997) that even when biological factors are very determining, linguistics are obliged to stick to
the main stream of language acquisition, which is – beyond any questions – not a biological but a psychological factor.However, there are a
lot more others who support biological factors and dealing with neurobiology deeply in contemporary writings. These opinions all encouraged
us to write an essay onbiological factors, emphasizing that biology and neurobiology are very important in Language Acquisition.
Furthermore, in accordance with the new scientific findings and surveys, we were really given the suggestion that there is a great need for
dealing and utilizing neurobiology in the frame of linguistics.
Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2,3, University of Stuttgart
(Institut fur Linguistik: Anglistik), course: Hauptseminar: Language Contact, language: English, abstract: This paper wants to examine the two
processes of acquisition and learning, compare them to find differences and possible similarities and try to find ways to make use of the
processes by taking influence on them through intelligent teaching. The field contains multiple approaches and positions among the different
researchers. Within this paper, I want to accentuate the two main notions of the research. One of them considers acquisition to be the only
effective way to gain language knowledge, the other argues for learning. As representatives of the respective stream, I want to highlight
Stephen Krashen's research for the acquisition position and Robert DeKeyser and Catherine J. Doughty on the learning side. Finally, I want
to try to derive a couple of possible implications from the research which could enhance second language teaching for the future."
divdivHow does a person learn a second language? In this provocative book, Marysia Johnson proposes a new model of second language
acquisition (SLA)—a model that shifts the focus from language competence (the ability to pass a language exam) to language performance
(using language competently in real-life contexts). Johnson argues that current SLA theory and research is heavily biased in the direction of
the cognitive and experimental scientific tradition. She shows that most models of SLA are linear in nature and subscribe to the conduit
metaphor of knowledge transfer: the speaker encodes a message, the hearer decodes the sent message. Such models establish a strict
demarcation between learners’ mental and social processes. Yet the origin of second language acquisition is located not exclusively in the
learner’s mind but also in a dialogical interaction conducted in a variety of sociocultural and institutional settings, says the author. Drawing on
Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory and Bakhtin’s literary theory, she constructs an alternative framework for second language theory, research,
teaching, and testing. This approach directs attention toward the investigation of dynamic and dialectical relationships between the
interpersonal (social) plane and the intrapersonal (individual) plane. Johnson’s model shifts the focus of SLA away from a narrow emphasis
on language competence toward a broader view that encompasses the interaction between language competence and performance. Original
and controversial, A Philosophy of Second Language Acquisition offers: · an introduction to Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory and Bakhtin’s
literary theory, both of which support an alternative framework for second language acquisition; · an examination of the existing cognitive bias
in SLA theory and research; · a radically new model of second language acquisition. /DIV/DIV
Key Methods in Second Language Acquisition Research is a book written to help novice teachers and undergraduate students developing an
awareness and understanding of the key methodological frameworks and processes used in second language research. The book should
also help readers generating ideas and researchable questions and adopting particular research methods and procedures to collect and
analyse data. The book is divided into three main parts: Key Stages in Second Language Research, Key Methodological Frameworks, and
Mixed Frameworks and Psycholinguistics Methods.
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