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This volume describes and analyzes the proliferation of new mechanisms for
participation in Latin American democracies and considers the relationship between
direct participation and the consolidation of representative institutions based on more
traditional electoral conceptions of democracy.
Studies Irish party politics chiefly from the 1970s onward within a comparative
framework.
Modern direct democracy has become an essential element of political life in many
countries in Europe and worldwide. The initiative and referendum process offers extra
channels for citizen participation and thus represents an important supplementary
institution in modern democracies. This third volume of the series Direct Democracy in
Modern Europe focuses on direct-democratic decisions on minority affairs. The main
question is whether direct democracy tends towards a domination of the majority over a
minority, producing new conflicts, or whether, how, and under what conditions it helps
to solve problems in complex societies and leads to lasting solutions to political
disputes. This volume includes articles by specialist researchers on - historical
experiences of direct-democratic decisions on territorial conflicts; - theoretical
considerations on direct democracy and minorities; - case studies on popular votes
concerning minority issues; - several country case studies; - the role of the media in
direct-democratic campaigns on minority affairs; - the potential of transnational direct
democracy.
This book takes a fresh look at direct democracy by exploring how political actors run
direct-democratic campaigns. It is the first study of comparative direct-democratic
campaigning and examines eight campaigns on four salient policy domains:
immigration, health politics, welfare state issues, and economic liberalism centering on
the world's champion par excellence of direct-democracy, Switzerland. Bernhard
derives much of his analysis through interviews conducted with campaign managers
providing first-hand accounts that offer unprecedented access into the organization and
strategy behind direct-democratic campaigns. Campaign Strategy in Direct Democracy
is essential reading for students and scholars of political communication and political
science.
A detailed new examination of the initiatives governments are exploring to reform the
institutions and procedures of liberal democracy in order to provide more opportunities
for political participation and inclusion. Combining theory and empirical case studies,
this is a systematic evaluation of the most visible and explicit efforts to engineer political
participation via institutional reforms. Part I discusses the phenomenon of participatory
engineering from a conceptual standpoint, while parts II, III and IV take a comparative,
as well as an empirical, perspective. The contributors to these sections analyze
participatory institutions on the basis of empirical models of democracy such as direct
democracy, civil society and responsive government and analyze the impact of these
models on political behaviour. Part V includes exploratory regional case studies on
specific reform initiatives that present descriptive accounts of the policies and politics of
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these reforms.
Delivering a detailed assessment of democratic reform, this book will of
strong interest to students and researchers of political theory, democracy and
comparative politics.
Democratic innovations are proliferating in politics, governance, policy, and public
administration. These new processes of public participation are reimagining the
relationship between citizens and institutions. This Handbook advances understanding
of democratic innovations, in theory and practice, by critically reviewing their
importance throughout the world. The overarching themes are a focus on citizens and
their relationship to these innovations, and the resulting effects on political equality. The
Handbook therefore offers a definitive overview of existing research on democratic
innovations, while also setting the agenda for future research and practice.
Through a range of international case studies from the USA, UK, France, Germany and
Italy, this text assesses the conditions necessary for effective leadership and
emphasizes the part played by uncertainty and division amongst followers.
Referendums and Representative DemocracyResponsiveness, Accountability and
DeliberationRoutledge
Based on a new data-set covering 29 European and neighboring countries, this volume
shows how, Europeans view and evaluate democracy: what are their conceptions of
democracy, how do they assess the quality of democracy in their own country, and to
what extent do they consider their country's democracy as legitimate? The study shows
that Europeans share a common view of liberal democracy, which is complemented by
elements of social and direct democracy, which go beyond the basic liberal model. The
level of their demands in terms of democracy varies, however, considerably across
Europe and is related to their assessment of democracy: the worse the quality of
democracy in a given country, the higher the respective demands on democracy. The
analysis of the determinants of democratic views and evaluations shows that they
depend on the political and economic (but less on the cultural) context conditions.
Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political
science that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books
in the series are characterised by a stress on comparative analysis and strong
methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the European
Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The
Comparative Politics series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of Political
Science, Université libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Müller-Rommel, Director of the Center
for the Study of Democracy, Leuphana University; and Susan Scarrow, Chair of the
Department of Political Science, University of Houston.
Democratic Innovations in Central and Eastern Europe expands research on
democratic innovations by looking specifically at different forms of democratic
innovations in Central and Eastern Europe. The book covers direct democracy
(referendums in particular), deliberative democracy practices and e-participation –
forms which are salient in practice because they match the political realities of our time.
Expert contributors show how the recent actions of ordinary citizens in several Central
and Eastern European countries have challenged the contemporary political order, and
grassroots movements and diverse forms of mobilization have challenged the notion of
weak civil societies in the East. The empirical evidence presented attempts to deepen
citizen involvement in political contexts sometimes quite different from the democratic
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political systems
in the Western world. Using lessons from a still largely underexplored
part of Europe, the book both complements and revises theoretical approaches, or
complements empirical results in existing studies on democratic innovations.
Democratic Innovations in Central and Eastern Europe will be of great interest to
scholars working on democracy, political systems, political engagement, and Central
and Eastern European politics. The chapters originally published as a special issue of
Contemporary Politics.
Research paper from the year 2011 in the subject Politics - International Politics Region: Middle- and South America, grade: 1,7, Humboldt-University of Berlin, course:
2010-2011, language: English, abstract: In this paper I am going to describe the fall of
conventional political participation within western European countries. Later on I am
going to defend some possible ways to fix it and finally, I will expose my proposal:
promotion of direct democracy through the Participatory Budgeting. With the cases of
Porto Alegre and Seville, -with different situations and challenges- the values of
transparency, participation, deliberation and responsiveness become especially
protagonist. Politicians often think that people do not have any interest for the political
arena. In fact, rarely they make decisions to try to attract citizens to institutions. Like the
current Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, David Cameron, they blame external
factors to explain why citizenship refuses in part their representatives 1. The separation
between citizen's demands and politician's rules could be a possible answer to the
tragic riots during last weeks in England. Similarly, the reason for the Spanish
Revolution that "pushed" during May and June millions of citizens of varied social
groups into the streets is not only the tremendous unemployment rate. We cannot
understand any social behavior if we exclude the political variable. Both David Cameron
as Zapatero have decided strong economic cuts - hard to understand for citizens - while
the voice of millions of Europeans against these decisions were expressed roundly. The
sensation of politicians deaf respect citizens and the increasing idea that they do not
solve anything is frequent. At the same time, social movements, demonstrations and
claims thrive, creating a democracy with varied and multiple channels where ideas are
expressed. Citizens are interested in politics, but the current representative system is
marked by slowness and rig
Although many scholars are convinced of the apparent civic disengagement of youth,
others suggest that civic participation of young people is stable and increasingly
expressed through non-institutionalized forms of practicing politics. This book makes a
key contribution to this discussion by asking whether the "decline or shift" paradigm is
sufficient in understanding political participation of the youth. It argues that we need to
move beyond this framework and develop a renewed reflection on the meaning of "civic
and political engagement". It asks crucial questions such as: How can the young be
educated into assuming civic and political responsibility? Why and how do young
people engage in social and political action? How do the principal mediating institutions
(education, media and the family) contribute to new or different forms of youth civic
engagement? This text contains contributions from acknowledged specialists such as
Constance Flanagan, Mark Elchardus, Marc Hooghe and Bert Klandermans and will be
of key interest to students and scholars of youth and young citizens, civic & political
involvement, European politics, youth studies, sociology, political participation and
electoral behaviour.
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This collection
analyzes the state of democratic institutions and civil society in Bulgaria.
The contributors argue that despite the country’s high level of civic participation, there
remain significant obstacles to its full democratic development, such as corruption,
political illegitimacy, populism, and weak judicial oversight.
This volume analyses how the use of referendums affects the central functions and
characteristics of representative democracy. It provides a balanced account of the
interaction between referendums and representative institutions and actors, seeking to
evaluate whether referendums supplement or undermine representative democracy.
Considering both normative and empirical questions, the volume also examines the
particular circumstances under which referendums strengthen or weaken
representative democracy. Providing a variety of theoretical and methodological
approaches used in the study of referendums, this book is divided into three sections:
Referendums and the Models of Democracy, The Demand of Referendums: Party
Ideologies and Strategies, and Referendum Campaigns and Voter Behaviour. It
features case studies on Ireland, Israel, Canada, California, Italy, Liechtenstein,
Switzerland, the Nordic Countries, the Netherlands, Spain and the EU Constitutional
Treaty. In addition to system-level evaluations of referendums, studies on the
ideological attitudes of political actors and strategic use of referendums, the volume
also provides analyses of referendum campaigns and voters’ choices in referendums.
Covering referendums on European integration, the volume also demonstrates how
supra-national governance gives rise to the demand of referendums. This volume will
be of interest to students and scholars of political science, political theory, comparative
politics, and European studies.
Over the last 30 years referendums have played an increasingly important role in
determining government policy. Recent high profile referendums in Scotland, Catalonia
and Ukraine have continued the movement towards independence referendums
following decolonization and the end of the Cold War. The Greek bailout referendum
and Britain’s vote on membership of the EU reflect a tradition of European states giving
their people a direct say in the transfer of sovereign powers to the European Union
seen through the ratification of key treaties such as Maastricht, Amsterdam, Nice and
Lisbon. This Routledge Handbook covers key aspects and issues of direct democracy
and referendums throughout the world including: •their history; •when, why, where,
how and on which issues referendums are held; •why some referendums are more
democratic than others; •how referendums are won; •whether they produce good
policies; •if referendums increase participation and improve the quality of
representative democracies; •do referendums increase trust in democracy and the
political actors; •the impact of new technology on the possibilities, methods and
frequency of direct public political participation; •how they should be regulated.
Covering other related areas such as recall, citizen juries and random selection, this
compendium is an indispensable guide to referendums and the workings of modern
democracy.
The field of elections and electoral systems, and particularly electoral reform, has
exhibited tremendous growth and cross-national appeal over the last two decades.
However, beyond an increased knowledge of voting rules and their consequences for
political representation, little attention has been devoted to the question of why electoral
systems have recently undergone substantial change in several liberal democracies.
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addresses several new approaches to electoral reform. First, the scope of
the study of electoral reform has been expanded. Second, contrary to previous studies
of electoral reform, the conviction that the determinants of reform can be explained by
one single approach has been replaced by a belief in a more comprehensive framework
for analysis. Third, we move beyond political parties (acting in parliament and
government) as the most significant source of electoral reform. Fourth, a focus on the
determinants of electoral reform allows us to include motivations and objectives of
electoral reform. A final advancement in the study of electoral reform is the inclusion of
countries other than ‘established’ democracies. This book was published as a special
issue of West European Politics.
An exploration and analysis of the regulation and practices of citizens' initiatives in eleven
European democracies and the EU. The contributors to this volume shed light on how citizens'
initiatives influence patterns of political agenda-setting in representative democracies and how
they can contribute to participatory democracy.
The Middle East captured front pages worldwide for the alleged Arab Spring in 2011. Large
segments of the populations of Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and Syria took to the streets to voice
their protest against autocratic regimes and to demand democracy. Violent uprisings followed,
but the prospects of liberal democracy are still uncertain and distant. No wonder.
Democratization took a couple of centuries in the West. And even today, well-established
Western democracies are under pressure from globalization and regionalization, and many
claim representative democracy is in need of renewal. This collection of essays focuses on a
number of theoretical issues associated with democracy and democratization. Divided into
three parts, the first part analyzes how democracy may be understood, explained and
measured. The second part deals with issues of democracy, international stability, and
development in fragile and developmental states and regions. The third part of the book looks
at representative democracy in old democracies and its potential for development.
Referendums and Democratic Government is the most systematic analysis of the referendum
so far. The referendum phenomenon is approached from different perspectives: social choice
theory, theories of democracy, a comparative study on 22 democracies, and in-depth case
studies of Sweden, Denmark and Switzerland. The referendum is not a unitary phenomenon
but it serves various functions and different normative goals in the political systems studied.
This variation may largely be explained by the differences in the initiating and agenda-setting
procedures.
Centripetal democracy is the idea that legitimate democratic institutions set in motion forms of
citizen practice and representative behaviour that serve as powerful drivers of political identity
formation. Partisan modes of political representation in the context of multifaceted electoral
and direct democratic voting opportunities are emphasised on this model. There is, however, a
strain of thought predominant in political theory that doubts the democratic capacities of
political systems constituted by multiple public spheres. This view is referred to as the lingua
franca thesis on sustainable democratic systems (LFT). Inadequate democratic institutions and
acute demands to divide the political system (through devolution or secession), are predicted
by this thesis. By combining an original normative democratic theory with a comparative
analysis of how Belgium and Switzerland have variously managed to sustain themselves as
multilingual democracies, this book identifies the main institutional features of a democratically
legitimate European Union and the conditions required to bring it about. Part One presents a
novel theory of democratic legitimacy and political identity formation on which subsequent
analyses are based. Part Two defines the EU as a demoi-cracy and provides a thorough
democratic assessment of this political system. Part Three explains why Belgium has largely
succumbed to the centrifugal logic predicted by the LFT, while Switzerland apparently defies
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this logic. Part
Four presents a model of centripetal democracy for the EU, one that would
greatly reduce its democratic deficit and ensure that this political system does not succumb to
the centrifugal forces expected by the LFT.
This book conclusively demonstrates that direct democracy--institutions like the ballot initiative
and the referendum--endangers the rights of minorities and perpetuates a tyranny of the
majority. While advocates of direct democracy advocate that these institutions protect citizens
from corrupt lawmakers beholden to special interests, Daniel Lewis's thorough investigation
shows how such mass participation exposes minority groups to negative policy outcomes
favored by only a slim majority of voters. Some would argue that greater democratic
responsiveness is a positive outcome, but without the checks and balances of a
representative, separated powers system that encourages deliberation and minority
representation, minority rights are at increased risk under direct democracy institutions. While
research has been presented that supports both sides of the debate, the existing literature has
yet to produce consistent and compelling evidence in favor of one side or the other. This book
undertakes a comprehensive examination of the "tyranny of the majority" critique of direct
democracy by examining a host of contemporary American state policies that affect the rights
of a variety of minority groups. By assessing the impact of direct democracy on both ballot
measures and traditional legislation, the book provides a more complete picture of how citizen
legislative institutions can affect minority rights, covering a myriad of contemporary (and
sometimes controversial) minority rights issues, including same-sex marriage, affirmative
action, official English, hate crimes laws, racial profiling, and anti-discrimination laws. The book
is unique in its approach and scope, making it compelling for scholars interested in direct
democracy, state politics, minority politics and electoral institutions, as well as American
politics generally.
Modern direct democracy has recently become an important element of political life in many
countries. These developments can be observed at the national, regional, and local level of
political systems. Participation and democracy in local political affairs play a major role in
stabilising and developing democratic systems. This volume presents, for the first time, a broad
basis of information on the wide variety of local institutions and practice of direct democracy in
19 countries. Country specialists analyse - the role of direct democracy in the institutional
context and culture of national political systems, - political processes of introduction and
development of initiatives and referendums, - regulations of procedures of municipal direct
democracy, - practice of local direct democracy, - the contribution of local direct democracy to
democratic development in general.
Should citizens be allowed to propose legislation? Should they even be allowed to recall
politicians if they do not live up to their expectations? These questions and many others form
the subject of this timely book. In addition to presenting an up to date review of the empirical
literature, Direct democracy provides a survey of the political philosophers who have theorised
about this subject. It is the central tenet in the book that the demand for direct democracy is a
consequence of the demand for more consumer choices. Like consumers want individualised
products, so voters want individualised and bespoke policies. Described by the BBC as "The
world’s leading expert on referendums", the author, Matt Qvortrup, draws on his experience as
a political advisor to the US State Department, as well as his extensive academic knowledge of
direct democracy.
This wide-ranging text identifies and assesses the main conceptions of democracy from
participationist to elitist. It proceeds to consider in detail a range of key issues in democratic
theory in relation to which these conceptions can be distinguished.

The birth of democracies owes much to the interventions and mobilizations of ordinary
people. Yet many feel as though they have inherited democratic institutions which do
not deliver for the people – that a rigid democratic process has been imposed from
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above, with
increasing numbers of people feeling left out or left behind. In this wellresearched volume, leading political sociologist Donatella della Porta rehabilitates the
role social movements have long played in fostering and deepening democracy,
particularly focusing on progressive movements of the Left which have sought to
broaden the plurality of voices and knowledge in democratic debate. Bridging social
movement studies and democratic theory, della Porta investigates contemporary
innovations in times of crisis, particularly those in the direction of participatory and
deliberative practices – ‘crowd-sourced constitutions’, referendums from below and
movement parties – and reflects on the potential and limits of such alternative politics.
In a moment in which concerns increase for the potential disruption of a Great
Regression led by xenophobic movements and parties, the cases and analyses of
resistance in this volume offer important material for students and scholars of political
sociology, political science and social movement studies.
This book gives a fresh perspective on minority governance using declassified files
which challenge some of the myths surrounding the minority administrations in the
1970s, and reveals a British tradition of minority government which goes beyond that of
other countries.
This collection focuses on the particular nexus of popular sovereignty and constitutional
change, and the implications of the recent surge in populism for systems where
constitutional change is directly decided upon by the people via referendum. It
examines different conceptions of sovereignty as expressed in constitutional theory and
case law, including an in-depth exploration of the manner in which the concept of
popular sovereignty finds expression both in constitutional provisions on referendums
and in court decisions concerning referendum processes. While comparative
references are made to a number of jurisdictions, the primary focus of the collection is
on the experience in Ireland, which has had a lengthy experience of referendums on
constitutional change and of legal, political and cultural practices that have emerged in
association with these referendums. At a time when populist pressures on constitutional
change are to the fore in many countries, this detailed examination of where the Irish
experience sits in a comparative context has an important contribution to make to
debates in law and political science.
Request a FREE 30-day online trial to this title at www.sagepub.com/freetrial With
entries from leading international scholars from around the world, this eight-volume
encyclopedia offers the widest possible coverage of key areas both regionally and
globally. The International Encyclopedia of Political Science provides a definitive,
comprehensive picture of all aspects of political life, recognizing the theoretical and
cultural pluralism of our approaches and including findings from the far corners of the
world. The eight volumes cover every field of politics, from political theory and
methodology to political sociology, comparative politics, public policies, and
international relations. Entries are arranged in alphabetical order, and a list of entries by
subject area appears in the front of each volume for ease of use. The encyclopedia
contains a detailed index as well as extensive bibliographical references. Filling the
need for an exhaustive overview of the empirical findings and reflections on politics, this
reference resource is suited for undergraduate or graduate students who wish to be
informed effectively and quickly on their field of study, for scholars seeking information
on relevant research findings in their area of specialization or in related fields, and for
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lay readers
who may lack a formal background in political science but have an interest
in the field nonetheless. The International Encyclopedia of Political Science provides an
essential, authoritative guide to the state of political science at the start of the 21st
century and for decades to come, making it an invaluable resource for a global
readership, including researchers, students, citizens, and policy makers. The
encyclopedia was developed in partnership with the International Political Science
Association. Key Themes: Case and Area Studies Comparative Politics, Theory, and
Methods Democracy and Democratization Economics Epistemological Foundations
Equality and Inequality Gender and Race/Ethnicity International Relations Local
Government Peace, War, and Conflict Resolution People and Organizations Political
Economy Political Parties Political Sociology Public Policy and Administration
Qualitative Methods Quantitative Methods Religion
A unique assessment for anyone involved in present electoral structures, external
voting processes, or debates, this handbook explains and compares worldwide external
voting provisions. The guide offers proposals for enabling external voting systems and
stopping the disenfranchisement of voters living abroad—topics which have been
highlighted in campaigns in Afghanistan, Estonia, Iraq, and Italy.
This book demonstrates that the generally assumed dichotomy between referendums
and representative democracy does not do justice to the great diversity of referendum
types and of how referendums are used in European democracies. Although in all
referendums citizens vote directly on issues rather than letting their political
representatives do this for them, some referendums are more direct than others. Rather
than reflecting the direct power of the People, most referendums in EU countries are
held by, and serve the interests of, the political elites, most notably the executive. The
book shows that these interests rarely match the justifications given in the public
debate. Instead of being driven by the need to compensate for the deficiency of political
parties, decision-makers use referendums primarily to protect the position of their party.
In unravelling the strategic role played by national referendums in decision-making, this
book makes an unconventional contribution to the debate on the impact of referendums
on democracy.
Under what circumstances do new constitutions improve a nation's level of democracy?
Between 1974 and 2014, democracy increased in 77 countries following the adoption of
a new constitution, but it decreased or stayed the same in 47 others. This book
demonstrates that increased participation in the forming of constitutions positively
impacts levels of democracy. It is discovered that the degree of citizen participation at
the 'convening stage' of constitution-making has a strong effect on levels of democracy.
This finding defies the common theory that levels of democracy result from the content
of constitutions, and instead lends support to 'deliberative' theories of democracy.
Patterns of constitutions are then compared, differentiating imposed and popular
constitution-making processes, using case studies from Chile, Nigeria, Gambia, and
Venezuela to illustrate the dynamics specific to imposed constitution-making, and case
studies from Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, and Tunisia to illustrate the specific dynamics
of popular constitution-making.
A perfect primer for anyone interested in the politics of referendums.

The study of political discussion has been broken into sub-categories including
deliberative democracy, discursive studies, dynamics of interpersonal
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books and articles covering each. However, these areas are often treated
distinctly and not brought together in a comprehensive and systematic way.
Political Discussion in Modern Democracies: a comparative perspective reviews
the breadth of the different literatures on political science and provides original
comparative analyses of the nature of political discussion and its consequences
on political deliberation and behaviour in numerous advanced industrial
democracies worldwide. It is divided into two main sections that provide both a
review of the field and context for the chapters that follow: Part I studies
deliberation and discussion as the object of analysis. Part II concentrates on the
consequences of political discussion and deliberation. Covering ten countries
across Europe, Asia, and North and South America, this book makes a significant
contribution toward broader theories of political communication, deliberative
democracy, discussion networks, and political behaviour. It will be of interest to
scholars of comparative politics, political communication, political behaviour,
governance and democracy.
This book examines dominant parties in both established democracies and new
democracies and explores the relationship between dominant parties and the
democratic process. Bridging existing literatures, the authors analyse dominant
parties at national and sub-national, district and intra-party levels and take a fresh
look at some of the classic cases of one-party dominance. The book also
features methodological advances in the study of dominant parties through
contributions that develop new ways of conceptualizing and measuring one-party
dominance. Combining theoretical and empirical research and bringing together
leading experts in the field - including Hermann Giliomee and Kenneth Greene this book features comparisons and case studies on Japan, Canada, Germany,
Mexico, Italy, France and South Africa. This book will be of interest to students
and scholars of political science, democracy studies, comparative politics, party
politics and international studies specialists.
Offers a comparative study of the origins, performance, and reform of
contemporary mechanisms of direct democracy.
Most advanced democracies are currently experiencing accelerated population
ageing, which fundamentally changes not just their demographic composition; it
can also be expected to have far-reaching political and policy consequences.
This volume brings together an expert set of scholars from Europe and North
America to investigate generational politics and public policies within an
approach explicitly focusing on comparative political science. This theoretically
unified text examines changing electoral policy demands due to demographic
ageing, and features analysis of USA, UK, Japan, Germany, Italy and all major
EU countries. As the first sustained political science analysis of population
ageing, this monograph examines both sides of the debate. It examines the
actions of the state against the interests of a growing elderly voting bloc to
safeguard fiscal viability, and looks at highly-topical responses such as pension
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cuts and increasing retirement age. It also examines the rise of ‘grey parties’,
and asks what, if anything, makes such pensioner parties persist over time, in the
first ever analysis of the emergence of pensioner parties in Europe. Ageing
Populations in Post-Industrial Democracies will be of interest to students and
scholars of European politics, and to those studying electoral and social policy
reform. Official publication date 1st January 2012.
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