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Ramayana
An epic fantasy based on the ancient Hindu classic finds young Rama, heir to the
throne of Ayodhya, called upon by the legendary mage Vishwamitra when two
powerful demons raise an army to defeat the human world. 20,000 first printing.
Few works in world literature have inspired so vast an audience, in nations with
radically different languages and cultures, as the Ramayana, written some 2,000
years ago by a poet known to us as Valmiki. William Buck has retold the story of
Prince Rama—with all its nobility of spirit, courtly intrigue, heroic renunciation,
fierce battles, and triumph of good over evil—in a length and style that makes the
great Indian epic accessible without compromising the spirit and lyricism of the
original. Stunningly illustrated with majestic imagery throughout, this 35th
anniversary edition is a true collector’s item.
Exiled on the eve of his coronation, Rama enters the forests of Dandaka with his
beautiful wife, Sita, and devoted brothers, Lakshmana. When Sita is abducted by
Ravana, who takes her to his isolated kingdom on the far side of the southern
ocean, the two brothers set out to rescue her. What folloes is a heroic tale filled
with intrigue and adventure, gods and demons, colossal battles and ancient
wisdom. But the Ramayana is also ana intensely personal story of love and loss,
duty and honour, petty jealousies and destructive ambitions. -After she and Rama are banished from the kingdom, Sita is imprisoned in a
garden and must prove herself to be true to Rama, in a graphic adaptation of the
great Indian legend.
"RAMAYANA" is considered by Hindus globally as the most sacred epic that
narrates the journey of Ramachandra, Prince of kingdom of Ayodhya, considered
as an incarnation of Lord Vishnu of the Hindu triumvirate of Godhead.
Ramayana and Mahabharata are called The Itihasas. Itihasa in Sanskrit literally
means ‘it happened thus’. So these are to be distinguished from the Puranas.
Ithihasas were composed or written by those who witnessed what was happening
so these are historical accounts. Valmiki lived during Ramayana period as did
Veda Vyasa during The Mahabharata. Valmiki’s Ramayana is in the form of
poetry and is of great beauty. It is considered as the world’s first poetry. It is set
to Anushtup meter. It is the original version and there are several other versions
written much later which were inspired from that of Valmiki. I am a scientist by
profession and hence the type of treasure that I searched in Valmiki’s great work
and my view of things could be somewhat different and perhaps be of interest.
So I decided to find out for myself such details. I was very much impressed to
find so many rich details and interesting information on several aspects of
Tradition, Culture, Astronomy, Geography and so on and which are not generally
talked about. Valmiki’s deep knowledge of Astronomy and Astrology is amazing.
I was surprised to discover that iron was already in use in Ramayana period. Let
us note that the westerners attribute a much later period for the use of iron and
also claim that the knowledge of planets came to India from the Greeks!
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Countless ages ago, when men and animals could speak together and powerful
brahmanas could effect miracles, the uncontrollable King Ravana was terrorizing
the universe. This edition records the adventure of Rama, the Lord of
righteousness, as He struggles to overcome the forces of Ravana. The absorbing
narration has delighted and enlightened countless generations in India, and its
timeless spiritual insights are compellingly relevant in today's confused world.
Here is a new Clay Sanskrit Library publication of the middle book of Valmiki's
Ramayana, the source revered throughout South Asia as the original account of the
career of Rama, the ideal man and the incarnation of the great god Vishnu.
A delightfully straightforward and lyrical retelling of the ancient Indian epic of loyalty,
betrayal, redemption, and insight into the true nature of life -- one of history's most
sacred ethical works, rendered with completeness and sterling accuracy for the modern
reader. Here is one of the world's most hallowed works of sacred literature, the grand,
sweeping epic of the divine bowman and warrior Rama and his struggles with evil,
power, duplicity, and avarice. The Ramayana is one of the foundations of world
literature and one of humanity's most ancient and treasured ethical and spiritual works.
Includes an introduction by scholar Michael Sternfeld.
The grand Indian epic is translated into lively, vivid English prose in an attempt to bring
the great story to life for modern American readers. Reprint.
Fresh perspectives on the classic Indian epic
One Of India s Finest Novelists Retells The Two Great Indian Epics As Well As Some
Well-Known Tales From Hindu Mythology And Folklore. While The Eleventh Century
Tamil Poet Kamban s Version Inspires His Ramayana, Narayan S Mahabharata Is
Based On Vyasa S Monumental Work. In Gods, Demons And Others, He Includes
Stories From Kalidasa S Sanskrit Classic Abhijnana Shakuntalam, The Tamil Epic
Silappadikaram, The Shiv Purana And The Devi Bhagwatam.
The RamayanaA Modern Retelling of the Great Indian EpicMacmillan
The Social Conditions Of Ancient India Have To Be Patiently Reconstructed By
Gathering Together The Data Available From Archaeology And Literature. It Is
Impossible For One Individual, Even In A Lifetime, To Examine Critically All The
Information At His Disposal .To The Archaeologist India Presents A Fund Of
Sociological Data Covering, At Least, Five Thousand Years. And The Student Of Her
Literature Finds More Elaborate And Informative Evidence In Literary Works, The
Earliest Of Which Cannot Under Any Circumstances Be Dated Later Than 1000 B.C. A
Careful Study Of The Facts So Available Is Absolutely Necessary If We Are To Have A
Complete And Reliable Picture Of Ancient Indian Society. It Is For This Purpose That
The Sociological Data Of The Ramayana Are Subjected To A Detailed Scrutiny In This
Publication.Although The Ramayana Contains Very Valuable Information For The
Study Of The Social Conditions Of India, It Had Been For Many Years Overshadowed
By The Great Epic, The Mahabharata. There Are Fewer Works Dealing With The
Sociological Data Of The Ramayana, Even Though The Scholars Who Worked On The
Mahabharata Occasionally Referred To It.In This Publication, An Attempt Has Been
Made To Discuss As Many Aspects Of The Ancient Indian Society As Practicable.
While The First Chapter Has Been Devoted To Establish The History, The Date And
The Historicity Of The Text, Which Is Our Source Book, The Other Eight Chapters
Discuss The Evidence, Which Has Been Called From The Ramayana With Meticulous
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Care After Study Of All Three Recensions, Available Both In Printed Editions And
Manuscripts. No Less Than Fifty-Five Different Aspects Are Dealt With In These Ten
Chapters Ranging From Geographical Data To Religious And Philosophical Teaching.
It Is Gratifying ,States One Of Its Critics, To Note That His Attitude In Respect Of The
Problems Discussed By Him Is Quite Reasonable And Non-Dogmatic. The Society Of
The Ramayana Contains The Results Of The Researches Conducted By Dr. Ananda
Guruge During The Years 1951 And 1952 In Ceylon And India Under The Guidance Of
Professor O.H.De A.Wijesekera, Professor Of Sanskrit, University Of Ceylon,
Peradeniya. It Was Presented To The University Of Ceylon In 1953 Under The Title
Social Conditions Of Ancient India As Reflected In The Ramayana And Was Accepted
For The Ph.D. Degree.Since Its Publication In Sri Lanka In 1960, It Has Been Widely
Used By Scholars Throughout The World, As Demonstrated By Scholars Throughout
The World, As Demonstrated By Numerous References In Monographs And Articles.
Referring To The Wealth Of Data In The Ramayana Translation, Describes In 1984 Dr.
Guruge S Work As The Elaborate And Useful Treatment. In 1965. It Was Translated
Into Tamil, As Ramayana Samudayam Dr. Guruge Is Currently Sri Lanka S
Ambassador And Permanent Delegate To Unesco In Paris, France.

Discover the Ramayana--one of India's most celebrated epics, and a story that
transcends time itself. The tale of Rama, the exiled prince of Ayodhya who
battles the evil Ravana, the king of Lanka, and rescues his abducted wife, Sita, is
about much more than the eternal battle of good versus evil. It is a tale of love,
friendship, loyalty, devotion, righteousness, and deliverance. Ramayana and
Rama, whose journey is told in the epic, are embedded in India's cultural
consciousness, but they transcend borders. Various versions of the Ramayana
can be found across the Indian subcontinent and in parts of southeast Asia.
Created in consultation with distinguished economist, scholar, and translator Dr.
Bibek Debroy, The Illustrated Ramayana draws from one of its earliest
composers, the celebrated sage and poet Valmiki. It uses a combination of text
and stunning images drawn from a variety of sources--historic and contemporary
artifacts, paintings, photographs, and performances--to tell Rama's story as he
walks the path that destiny creates for him.
Ages 3 to 6 years. Ramayana is the most important epic of ancient India. It is an
account of the life of Rama and his family. On the command of his father, Rama
went to exile for fourteen years with his spouse, Sita, and younger brother,
Lakshamana. In the forest, Sita was abducted by demon king Ravana. A fierce
battle ensued between them. Ramayana for Children, the book in your hands,
has great stories from Ramayana all written in easy and plain language with eyecatching illustrations. With all its exceptional features, the book is very motivating
and knowledgeable for all.
For centuries, Indians have held Rama to be the perfect man: unfailingly noble,
utterly poised, fearless and strong, wise, compassionate and free from anger, a
just ruler and an implacable foe of all wrongdoers. Countless others worship
Rama as an avatar, a human incarnation of Lord Vishnu born to vanquish the
forces of evil and establish a kingdom of perfect justice and harmony upon the
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earth. The Ramayana, one of lndia's greatest epics, lovingly unfolds the story of
Rama's life. Ever since its original composition in Sanskrit by Vaimiki, possibly
over 3,000 years ago, it has grown to be an all-pervasive and hugely-loved part
of Indian life and ethos. Millions read it, re-read it, and revere it as a scripture. It
is the perennially favourite bedtime story for children. And each autumn, Rama's
victory over the mighty demon-king Ravana is celebrated through plays and
dance-dramas in cities, towns and villages across the land. There is much
festivity: crackers are exploded, sweets distributed and all houses are lit up in
tribute to Rama. R.K. Narayan's Ramayana is inspired by a Tamil-version of the
epic written by an eleventh century poet, Kamban. It offers the reader a compact
yet unhurried retelling of this great epic, and succeeds marvellously in evoking its
literary lustre which has shone undimmed through the centuries.
Compared to the western epics, the Ramayana and Mahabharata are more
complete story of Hindu, religious, cultural and social imagination and more exact
narration of evolutionary rise of man. In this book, William Buck has succeeded
better than anyone else in conveying the spirit of the original.The task of
presenting a faithful image of the original text, its metaphysical nuances as well
as its chronological sequence the world`s largest epic in a small book is a
stupendous task.Mainly as a narration, the version of William Buck will serve as
an interesting and complete tale to the English speaking reader. Valmiki was
called the Adikavi or first poet of Sanskrit literature and some of his remarkable
talent shines forth in the English rendering. The reader will find pleasure in
reading it aloud to himself or the others.
The greatest Indian epic, one of the world's supreme masterpieces of storytelling
A Penguin Classic A sweeping tale of abduction, battle, and courtship played out
in a universe of deities and demons, The Ramayana is familiar to virtually every
Indian. Although the Sanskrit original was composed by Valmiki around the fourth
century BC, poets have produced countless versions in different languages.
Here, drawing on the work of an eleventh-century poet called Kamban, Narayan
employs the skills of a master novelist to re-create the excitement he found in the
original. A luminous saga made accessible to new generations of readers, The
Ramayana can be enjoyed for its spiritual wisdom, or as a thrilling tale of ancient
conflict. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout
history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars
and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
The Valmiki Ramayana remains a living force in the lives of the Indian people. A
timeless epic, it recounts the legend of the noble prince Rama and his battle to
vanquish the demon king Ravana. Even before he is crowned king of Ayodhya,
Rama is exiled to the Dandaka forests where he is accompanied by his
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beauteous wife Sita and loyal brother Lakshmana. Deep in the jungle, Sita is
abducted by Ravana and taken to his island kingdom Lanka, setting into motion a
dramatic chain of events that culminates in an epoch-defining war. Filled with
adventure and spectacle, the Ramayana is also the poignant story of a family
caught up in the conflict between personal duty and individual desires. In Bibek
Debroy's majestic new translation, the complete and unabridged text of the
Critical Edition of this beloved epic can now be relished by a new generation of
readers.
Artist and veteran Pixar animator Sanjay Patel lends a lush, whimsical illustration
style and lighthearted voice to one of Hindu mythology's best-loved and most
enduring tales. Teeming with powerful deities, love-struck monsters, flying
monkey gods, magic weapons, demon armies, and divine love, Ramayana tells
the story of Rama, a god-turned-prince, and his quest to rescue his wife Sita after
she is kidnapped by a demon king. This illustrated tale features over 100 colorful
full-spread illustrations, a detailed pictorial glossary of the cast of characters who
make up the epic tale, and sketches of the work in progress. From princesses in
peril to gripping battles, scheming royals, and hordesof bloodthirsty demons,
Ramayana is the ultimate adventure storypresented with an unforgettably
modern touch.
This is the fourth volume of a translation of India's most beloved and influential epic
tale--the Ramayana of Valmiki. As befits its position at the center of the work, Volume
IV presents the hero Rama at the turning point of his fortunes. Having previously lost
first his kingship and then his wife, he now forms an alliance with the monkey prince,
Sugriva. Rama needs the monkeys to help him find his abducted wife, Sita, and they do
finally discover where her abductor has taken her. But first Rama must agree to secure
for his new ally the throne of the monkey kingdom by eliminating the reigning king,
Sugriva's detested elder brother, Valin. The tragic rivalry between the two monkey
brothers is in sharp contrast to Rama's affectionate relationship with his own brothers
and forms a self-contained episode within the larger story of Rama's adventures. This
volume continues the translation of the critical edition of the Valmiki Ramayana, a
version considerably reduced from the vulgate on which all previous translations were
based. It is accompanied by extensive notes on the original Sanskrit text and on several
untranslated early Sanskrit commentaries.
Volume One of this great epic follows Rama's life through his growing-up years and his
exile in the forest to Sita's abduction and Hanuman's leap of faith.Modern scholars
claim that the Ramayana was first composed around 300 BC. The epic is called the Adi
Kavya, the world's first poem. Ramesh Menon's The Ramayana is a novelist's lush,
imaginative rendering, rather than a scholar's translation.
Attributed to Valmiki, thought to be India's first poet, the Ramayana's origins date back
thousands of years when it was first committed to Sanskrit. Since then, generations of
children the world over have grown up with its story of Rama's quest to recover his wife
Sita from her abduction by Raavana, the Lord of the Underworld. The tale has been
celebrated in many languages and has spread to many other countries including Nepal,
Tibet, Thailand, Burma, Laos, Cambodia, Malaysia and Indonesia. It is used as a
Hindu, Jain, Buddhist, Islamic, Sikh as well as a secular text, and lives in in many art
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forms too: in drama and dance, in sculpture and painting, in prose and in poetry. Daljit
Nagra was captivated by the versions his grandparents regaled him with as a child.
Now an award-winning poet of dazzling gifts, he has chosen to bring the story to life in
a vivid and enthralling version of his own. Accessible and engaging, and bursting with
energy, Nagra's Ramayana is a distillation and an animation for readers of all ages,
whether familiar with or entirely new to this remarkable tale.
In the great city of Ayodhya, the king decides to abdicate in favor of his beloved son
Rama; but just as the celebrations reach their climax, a court intrigue involving one of
the king's junior wives and a maidservant results in Rama being forced into fourteen
years' banishment. He dutifully accepts his fate, and goes off into jungle-exile, with his
wife, Sita, and his loyal brother Lakshmana. When the old king dies of a broken heart,
another of Rama's brothers, Bharata, refuses to profit from his own mother's scheming,
which leaves nobody to run the city. With difficulty, Rama persuades his brother to act
as regent. He consents to do so only on the condition that he live in a village outside
the capital and that he acts in Rama's name, having installed that rightful ruler's sandals
symbolically on the throne.
An abridged version of the epic tale of Lord Rama featuring the rare miniature artwork
of the historic Mewar Ramayana. Also known as the Jagat Singh Ramayana, this was
the finest copy of the work ever commissioned by a Hindu ruler.The Mewar Ramayana
was one of the greatest manuscript projects ever undertaken in India, and for five years
(1649 to 1653) required close collaboration between teams of painters. Roli Books
offers you a rare glimpse into the historical artwork, coupled with a succinct retelling of
the story written by bestselling author and Ancient India-aficionado, Sumedha Verma
Ojha.
The Book Consists Of Papers Presented At The International Seminar On ýVariations
In Ramayana In Asia: Their Cultural, Social And Anthropological Significance: New
Delhi 1981.
Despite its popularity in Eastern cultures, and though Eastern and Western scholars
alike recognize it as a literary masterpiece, the Ramayana is unknown to most in the
West. This edition gives English-speaking readers the best opportunity yet to discover
and enjoy this ancient classic. The Ramayana, perhaps the world’s oldest literature, is
both a spellbinding adventure and a work of profound philosophy, offering answers to
life’s deepest questions. It tells of another time when gods and heroes walked among
us, facing supernatural forces of evil and receiving guidance from powerful mystics and
sages. Revered throughout the ages for its moral and spiritual wisdom, the beautiful
and uplifting tale of romance and high adventure recounts the odyssey of Rama, a
great king of ancient India. Rama, along with his virtuous, courageous wife Sita and
faithful brother Lakshmana, is exiled to the forest for fourteen years. There, Sita is
abducted by the powerful demon Ravana. With his brother and a fantastic army of
supernatural creatures, Rama embarks on a perilous quest to find his beloved Sita.
Adhering faithfully to ValmikiÕs RAMAYANA, the oldest version of RamaÕs story composed in
Sanskrit about two and a half thousand years ago, Arshia Sattar distils the great Indian epic in
this beautifully told and sumptuously illustrated edition
The great Indian epic rendered in modern prose India's most beloved and enduring legend, the
Ramayana is widely acknowledged to be one of the world's great literary masterpieces. Still an
integral part of India's cultural and religious expression, the Ramayana was originally
composed by the Sanskrit poet Valmiki around 300 b.c. The epic of Prince Rama's betrayal,
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exile, and struggle to rescue his faithful wife, Sita, from the clutches of a demon and to reclaim
his throne has profoundly affected the literature, art, and culture of South and Southeast
Asia—an influence most likely unparalleled in the history of world literature, except, possibly, for
the Bible. Throughout the centuries, countless versions of the epic have been produced in
numerous formats and languages. But previous English versions have been either too short to
capture the magnitude of the original; too secular in presenting what is, in effect, scripture; or
dry, line-by-line translations. Now novelist Ramesh Menon has rendered the tale in lyrical
prose that conveys all the beauty and excitement of the original, while making this spiritual and
literary classic accessible to a new generation of readers.
Ramayana is the story of Rama, the prince of Ayodhya. Poet Valmiki describes Rama as a
dutiful son, loving brother, devoted husband, fierce warrior and wise statesman, of pleasant
manners and speech. Rama is above all an upholder of Dharma so it is no wonder that he is
hailed as an avatar or incarnation of Lord Vishnu.
A sweeping tale of abduction, battle, and courtship played out in a universe of deities and
demons, The Ramayana is familiar to virtually every Indian. Although the Sanskrit original was
composed by Valmiki around the fourth century BC, poets have produced countless versions in
different languages. Here, drawing on the work of an eleventh-century poet called Kamban,
Narayan employs the skills of a master novelist to re-create the excitement he found in the
original. A luminous saga made accessible to new generations of readers, The Ramayana can
be enjoyed for its spiritual wisdom, or as a thrilling tale of ancient conflict. (This text refers to an
another abridged edition.)
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