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Theories of the Policy Process provides a forum for the experts in the most established
and widely used theoretical frameworks in policy process research to present the basic
propositions, empirical evidence, latest updates, and the promising future research
opportunities of each framework. This well-regarded volume covers such enduring
classics as Multiple Streams (Zahariadis et al.), Punctuated Equilibrium (Jones et al.),
Advocacy Coalition Framework (Jenkins-Smith et al.), Institutional Analysis and
Development Framework (Schlager and Cox), and Policy Diffusion (Berry and Berry),
as well as two newer theories—Policy Feedback (Mettler and SoRelle) and Narrative
Policy Framework (McBeth et al.). The fourth edition now includes a discussion of
global and comparative perspectives in each theoretical chapter and a brand-new
chapter that explores how these theories have been adapted for, and employed in, nonAmerican and non-Western contexts. An expanded introduction and revised conclusion
fully examines and contextualizes the history, trajectories and functions of public policy
research. Since its first publication in 1999, Theories of the Policy Process has been,
and remains, the quintessential gateway to the field of policy process research for
students, scholars and practitioners.
The Basics of American Government is a collaborative effort among eight current and
one former faculty members in the Departments of Political Science and Criminal
Justice at University of North Georgia. The purpose of this book is to offer a no-frills,
low-cost, yet comprehensive overview of the American political system for students
taking introductory courses in American national government. Furthermore, the work
combines the best aspects of both a traditional textbook and a reader in that most
chapters offer a piece of original scholarship as a case study to bolster or reinforce the
material presented in the chapter. In addition, many chapters present a civic
engagement-type exercise and discussion questions intended to challenge, engage,
and foster student participation in the political system. The authors undertook this
project for several reasons, most notably the high costs of textbooks for students and
the lack of college-level scholarship found in most American Government texts. This
375-page, peer-reviewed, edited book that combines traditional material with original
scholarship will cost students $27.99, well below market standards. All of the authors
are experienced classroom instructors, subject matter experts, and published
researchers in the field of American politics.
The Fifth Estate: Think Tanks, Public Policy, and Governance is a comprehensive look
at think tanks and the important role they play in shaping public policy and public
discourse in the United States. Author James G. McGann illustrates the lasting impact
of think tanks in today’s civil society. A survey that McGann conducted among all the
leading think tanks in the United States highlights the progress that think tanks in the
United States have made and the challenges they have yet to face. McGann clarifies
the correlation between think tank research and the policies enacted by the past three
presidential administrations by looking at case studies in both foreign and domestic
policy. He also describes a phenomenon known as “the revolving door,” where think
tanks provide former government officials an opportunity to share insights from public
service, remain involved in policy debates, and continue to provide advice and
commentary. Based on the history and the level of involvement seen today, the
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influence of think tanks is unlikely to diminish in the coming years.
Kingdon’s landmark work on agenda setting and policy formation is drawn from
interview conducted with people in and around the U.S. federal government, and from
case studies, government documents, party platforms, press coverage, and public
opinion surveys. While other works examine how policy issues are decided, Kingdon’s
book was the first to consider how issues got to be issues. This enduring work attempts
to answer the questions: How do subjects come to officials’ attention? How are the
alternatives from which they choose generated? How is the governmental agenda set?
Why does an idea’s time come when it does? Longman is proud to announce that
Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies has been reissued in this Longman Classics
edition, featuring a new epilogue: Health Care Reform from Clinton to Obama.
Comparing the Clinton administration in 1993 with the Obama administration in 2009
and 2010, Kingdon analyses how agenda setting, actors, and alternatives affect public
policy.
This brief text identifies the issues, resources, actors, and institutions involved in public
policy making and traces the dynamics of the policymaking process, including the
triggering of issue awareness, the emergence of an issue on the public agenda, the
formation of a policy commitment, and the implementation process that translates policy
into practice. Throughout the text, which has been revised and updated, Gerston brings
his analysis to life with abundant examples from the most recent and emblematic cases
of public policy making. At the same time, with well-chosen references, he places policy
analysis in the context of political science and deftly orients readers to the classics of
public policy studies. Each chapter ends with discussion questions and suggestions for
further reading.
The automotive industry appears close to substantial change engendered by “selfdriving” technologies. This technology offers the possibility of significant benefits to
social welfare—saving lives; reducing crashes, congestion, fuel consumption, and
pollution; increasing mobility for the disabled; and ultimately improving land use. This
report is intended as a guide for state and federal policymakers on the many issues that
this technology raises.
The fully revised second edition of this textbook offers a comprehensive introduction to
theories of public policy and policymaking. The policy process is complex: it contains
hundreds of people and organisations from various levels and types of government,
from agencies, quasi- and non-governmental organisations, interest groups and the
private and voluntary sectors. This book sets out the major concepts and theories that
are vital for making sense of the complexity of public policy, and explores how to
combine their insights when seeking to explain the policy process. While a wide range
of topics are covered – from multi-level governance and punctuated equilibrium theory
to 'Multiple Streams' analysis and feminist institutionalism – this engaging text draws
out the common themes among the variety of studies considered and tackles three key
questions: what is the story of each theory (or multiple theories); what does policy
theory tell us about issues like 'evidence based policymaking'; and how 'universal' are
policy theories designed in the Global North? This book is the perfect companion for
undergraduate and postgraduate students studying public policy, whether focussed on
theory, analysis or the policy process, and it is essential reading for all those on MPP or
MPM programmes. New to this Edition: - New sections on power, feminist
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institutionalism, the institutional analysis and development framework, the narrative
policy framework, social construction and policy design - A consideration of policy
studies in relation to the Global South in an updated concluding chapter - More
coverage of policy formulation and tools, the psychology of policymaking and
complexity theory - Engaging discussions of punctuated equilibrium, the advocacy
coalition framework and multiple streams analysis
This volume considers why government agencies and bureaucracies have become
important and how they operate in influencing and even creating public policy. Explores
and analyzes the processes of bureaucratic (governmental) policy decision making by
focusing on a single contemporary issue — the government's efforts to discourage
cigarette smoking by requiring warning labels on cigarette packages and
Public policy is a broad and interdisciplinary area of study and research in the field tends to
reflect this. Yet for those teaching and studying public policy, the disjointed nature of the field
can be confusing and cumbersome. This text provides a consistent and coherent framework
for uniting the field of public policy. Authors Kevin B. Smith and Christopher W. Larimer offer
an organized and comprehensive overview of the core questions and concepts, major
theoretical frameworks, primary methodological approaches, and key controversies and
debates in each subfield of policy studies from the policy process and policy analysis to
program evaluation and policy implementation. The third edition has been updated throughout
to include the latest scholarship and approaches in the field, including new and expanded
coverage of behavioral economics, the narrative policy framework, Fourth Generation
implementation studies, the policy regime approach, field experiments, and the debate of
program versus policy implementation studies. Now with an appendix of sample
comprehensive exam questions, The Public Policy Theory Primer remains an indispensable
text for the systematic study of public policy.
This Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report (IPCC-SREX) explores the
challenge of understanding and managing the risks of climate extremes to advance climate
change adaptation. Extreme weather and climate events, interacting with exposed and
vulnerable human and natural systems, can lead to disasters. Changes in the frequency and
severity of the physical events affect disaster risk, but so do the spatially diverse and
temporally dynamic patterns of exposure and vulnerability. Some types of extreme weather
and climate events have increased in frequency or magnitude, but populations and assets at
risk have also increased, with consequences for disaster risk. Opportunities for managing risks
of weather- and climate-related disasters exist or can be developed at any scale, local to
international. Prepared following strict IPCC procedures, SREX is an invaluable assessment
for anyone interested in climate extremes, environmental disasters and adaptation to climate
change, including policymakers, the private sector and academic researchers.
The wars that accompanied the breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s were the deadliest
European conflicts since World War II. The violence escalated to the point of genocide when,
over the course of ten days in July 1995, Serbian troops under the command of General Ratko
Mladic murdered 8,000 unarmed men and boys who had sought refuge at a UN safe-haven in
Srebrenica. Shocked, the United States quickly launched a diplomatic intervention supported
by military force that ultimately brought peace to the new nations created when Yugoslavia
disintegrated. Peacemakers is the first inclusive history of the successful multilateral
intervention in the Balkans from 1995--2008 by an official directly involved in the diplomatic
and military responses to the crises. A deadly accident near Sarajevo in 1995 thrust James
Pardew into the center of efforts to stop the fighting in Bosnia. In a detailed narrative, he shows
how Richard Holbrooke and the US envoys who followed him helped to stop or prevent vicious
wars in Bosnia, Croatia, Kosovo, and Macedonia. Pardew describes the human drama of
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diplomacy and war, illuminating the motives, character, talents, and weaknesses of the
national leaders involved. Pardew demonstrates that the use of US power to relieve human
suffering is a natural fit with American values. Peacemakers serves as a potent reminder that
American leadership and multilateral cooperation are often critical to resolving international
crises.
The NRA steadfastly maintains that the 30,000 gun-related deaths and 300,000 assaults with
firearms in the United States every year are a small price to pay to guarantee freedom. As
former NRA President Charlton Heston put it, "freedom isn't free." And when gun enthusiasts
talk about Constitutional liberties guaranteed by the Second Amendment, they are referring to
freedom in a general sense, but they also have something more specific in mind---freedom
from government oppression. They argue that the only way to keep federal authority in check
is to arm individual citizens who can, if necessary, defend themselves from an aggressive
government. In the past decade, this view of the proper relationship between government and
individual rights and the insistence on a role for private violence in a democracy has been coopted by the conservative movement. As a result, it has spread beyond extreme "militia"
groups to influence state and national policy. In Guns, Democracy, and the Insurrectionist Idea,
Josh Horwitz and Casey Anderson reveal that the proponents of this view base their argument
on a deliberate misreading of history. The Insurrectionist myth has been forged by twisting the
facts of the American Revolution and the founding of the United States, the denial of civil rights
to African-Americans after the Civil War, and the rise of the Third Reich under Adolf Hitler.
Here, Horwitz and Anderson set the record straight. Then, challenging the proposition that
more guns equal more freedom, they expose Insurrectionism---not government
oppression---as the true threat to freedom in the U.S. today. Joshua Horwitz received a law
degree from George Washington University and is currently a visiting scholar at the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. He is Executive Director of the Coalition to Stop
Gun Violence and the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence. He has spent nearly two
decades working on gun violence prevention issues. He lives in Arlington, Virginia. Casey
Anderson holds a law degree from Georgetown University and is currently a lawyer in private
practice in Washington, D.C. He has served in senior staff positions with the U.S. Congress,
the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, and Americans for Gun Safety. He lives in Arlington,
Virginia.
Policy Making and Southern Distinctiveness examines the uniqueness of southern politics and
their policy choices. While decades of scholarship on the politics of the American South have
focused on partisanship and electoral outcomes as the primary elements of interest in southern
politics, few works have focused on the more practical outcomes of these political processes,
specifically, comparing state policy choices of southern states to non-southern states. This
book examines six different policy arenas: voting access, gun control, health care, reproductive
rights, water, and COVID-19 pandemic response, comparing policy choices in states in the
South with states in the non-South. The authors find that the South is distinct in several, but
not all, of the policy arenas examined. They conclude that the South as a region is unique
because of the exceptional degree of one-party control evident in the South, coupled with a
long-standing preoccupation with partisanship and race-based politics. Policy Making and
Southern Distinctiveness provides valuable insights into how and why states behave in the
manner they do and where southern states may diverge from the rest of the country. It will be
of interest to scholars of southern politics, state comparative policy, public policy, American
politics, and federalism/intergovernmental relations.
Political and civil discourse in the United States is characterized by “Truth Decay,” defined as
increasing disagreement about facts, a blurring of the line between opinion and fact, an
increase in the relative volume of opinion compared with fact, and lowered trust in formerly
respected sources of factual information. This report explores the causes and wide-ranging
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consequences of Truth Decay and proposes strategies for further action.
In Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives, students come to understand how and
why policy analysis is used to assess policy alternatives. To encourage critical and creative
thinking on issues ranging from the federal deficit to health care reform to climate change,
authors Michael Kraft and Scott Furlong introduce and fully integrate an evaluative approach to
policy. The Sixth Edition of Public Policy offers a fully revised, concise review of institutions,
policy actors, and major theoretical models as well as a discussion of the nature of policy
analysis and its practice. Both the exposition and data have been updated to reflect major
policy controversies and developments through the end of 2016, including new priorities of the
Donald Trump administration.
Offers a groundbreaking analysis of the distinctive substantive, theoretical and methodological
contributions of subnational research in the field of comparative politics.

In the Fifth Edition of A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path to More
Effective Problem Solving, Eugene Bardach and new co-author Eric Patashnik draw on
more than 40 years of experience teaching students to be effective, accurate, and
persuasive policy analysts. This bestselling handbook presents dozens of concrete tips,
interesting case studies, and step-by-step strategies that are easily applicable for the
budding analyst as well as the seasoned professional. In this new edition, Bardach and
Patashnik update many examples to reflect the shifting landscape of policy issues. A
new section with advice on how to undertake policy design in addition to making policy
choices makes the book even more engaging. Readers will also appreciate a sample
document of real world policy analysis, suggestions for developing creative, "out-of-thebox" solutions, and tips for working with clients.
Planning, Implementing, and Evaluating Health Promotion Programs: A Primer,
provides readers with a comprehensive overview of the practical and theoretical skills
needed to plan, implement, and evaluate health promotion programs in a variety of
settings. The Fifth Edition features updated information throughout, including new
theories and models such as the Healthy Action Process Approach (HAPA) and the
Community Readiness Model (CRM), sections on grant writing and preparing a budget,
real-life examples of marketing principles and processes, and a new classification
system for evaluation approaches and designs. Health Education, Health Promotion,
Health Educators, and Program Planning, Models for Program Planning in Health
Promotion, Starting the Planning Process, Assessing Needs, Measurement, Measures,
Measurement Instruments and Sampling, Mission Statement, Goals, and Objectives,
Theories and Models Commonly Used for Health Promotion Interventions,
Interventions, Community Organizing and Community Building, Identification and
Allocation of Resources, Marketing: Making Sure Programs Respond to Wants and
Needs of Consumers, Implementation: Strategies and Associated Concerns,
Evaluation: An Overview, Evaluation Approaches and Designs, Data Analysis and
Reporting. Intended for those interested in learning the basics of planning,
implementing, and evaluating health promotion programs
America is highly polarized around elections, but unelected actors make many of the
decisions that affect our lives. In this lucid history, James R. Copland explains how
unaccountable agents have taken over much of the U.S. government apparatus.
Congress has largely abdicated its authority. “Independent” administrative agencies
churn out thousands of new regulations every year. Courts have enabled these
rulemakers to expand their powers beyond those authorized by law—and have
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constrained executive efforts to rein in the bureaucratic behemoth. No ordinary citizen
can know what is legal and what is not. There are some 300,000 federal crimes, 98
percent of which were created by administrative action. The proliferation of rules gives
enormous discretion to unelected enforcers, and the severity of sanctions can be
ruinous to citizens who unwittingly violate a regulation. Outside the bureaucracy, private
attorneys regulate our conduct through lawsuits. Most of the legal theories underlying
these suits were never voted upon by our elected representatives. A combination of
historical accident, decisions by judges and law professors, and self-interested
advocacy by litigators has built an onerous and expensive legal regime. Finally, state
and local officials may be accountable to their own voters, but some reach further
afield, pursuing agendas to dictate the terms of national commerce. These new
antifederalists are subjecting the citizens of Wyoming and Mississippi to the whims of
the electorates of New York and San Francisco—contrary to the constitutional design. In
these ways, the unelected have assumed substantial control of the American republic,
upended the rule of law, given the United States the world’s costliest legal system, and
inverted the Constitution’s federalism. Copland caps off his account with ideas for
charting a corrective course back to democratic accountability.
Public policy analysts and political pundits alike tend to describe the policymaking
process as a reactive sequence in which government develops solutions for clearly
evident and identifiable problems. While this depiction holds true in many cases, it fails
to account for instances in which public policy is enacted in anticipation of a potential
future problem. Whereas traditional policy concerns manifest themselves through
ongoing harms, "anticipatory problems" are projected to occur sometime in the future,
and it is the prospect of their potentially catastrophic impact that generates intense
speculation and concern in the present. Anticipatory Policymaking: When Government
Acts to Prevent Problems and Why It Is So Difficult provides an in depth examination of
the complex process through which United States government institutions anticipate
emerging threats. Using contemporary debates over the risks associated with
nanotechnology, pandemic influenza, and global warming as case study material, Rob
A. DeLeo highlights the distinctive features of proactive governance. By challenging the
pervasive assumption of reactive policymaking, DeLeo provides a dynamic approach
for conceptualizing the political dimensions of anticipatory policy change.
In Australia and New Zealand, many public projects, programs and services perform
well. But these cases are consistently underexposed and understudied. We cannot
properly ‘see’—let alone recognise and explain—variations in government performance
when media, political and academic discourses are saturated with accounts of their
shortcomings and failures, but are next to silent on their achievements. Successful
Public Policy: Lessons from Australia and New Zealand helps to turn that tide. It aims to
reset the agenda for teaching, research and dialogue on public policy performance.
This is done through a series of close-up, in-depth and carefully chosen case study
accounts of the genesis and evolution of stand-out public policy achievements, across a
range of sectors within Australia and New Zealand. Through these accounts, written by
experts from both countries, we engage with the conceptual, methodological and
theoretical challenges that have plagued extant research seeking to evaluate, explain
and design successful public policy. Studies of public policy successes are rare—not just
in Australia and New Zealand, but the world over. This book is embedded in a broader
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project exploring policy successes globally; its companion volume, Great Policy
Successes (edited by Paul ‘t Hart and Mallory Compton), is published by Oxford
University Press (2019).
Used across the public health field, this is the leading text in the area, focusing on the
context, participants and processes of making health policy.
To explain the fundamentals of public policy, this best-selling text focuses on the
process behind the crafting of legislation. By examining the individual steps-from
identifying a problem, to agenda setting, to evaluation, revision, or termination of a
policy-students are able to see how different factors influence the creation of policy.
Each chapter features at least one case study that illustrates how general ideas are
applied to specific policy issues. This new Eighth Edition provides thoughtful updates
based on the 2012 election and completely revised case studies. Important Notice:
Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.
Examining 36 democracies from 1945 to 2010, this text arrives at conclusions about
what type of democracy works best. It demonstrates that consensual systems stimulate
economic growth, control inflation and unemployment, and limit budget deficits.

The partisan and ideological polarization associated with federal government
plagues states and localities too, bringing with it significant implications for public
policy and intergovernmental relations. The trusted and proven Governing States
and Localities guides students through these issues and continues its focus on
the role economic and budget pressures play. With their engaging journalistic
writing and crisp storytelling, Kevin B. Smith and Alan Greenblatt employ a
comparative approach to explain how and why states and localities are both
similar and different in institutional structure, culture, history, economy,
geography, and demographics. A great blend of high-quality academic analysis
and the latest scholarship, the Sixth Edition is thoroughly updated to account for
such major developments as state vs. federal conflicts over immigration reform,
gun control, and voter rights; health and education reforms aimed at improving
the effectiveness of state and local government service delivery; and the lingering
effects of the Great Recession.
The first introductory public policy text with a strong economics perspective. A
new textbook by Charles Wheelan, author of Naked Economics, Introduction to
Public Policy uses economic principles to demonstrate that sound public policy
occurs when unfettered private markets provide the greatest good for the
greatest number. Only when it does not do this is government intervention
needed.
Public PolicymakingCengage Learning
Macroeconomic policy involves government action intended to influence the
overall operation of the economy and to deal with such important public problems
as economic growth, inflation, unemployment, and recession. In this first
comprehensive treatment of presidential management of such policy for any
presidency, authors James E. Anderson and Jared E. Hazleton focus on four
tasks: developing and maintaining an information and decision-making system;
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coordination of policies in different macroeconomic areas; building support or
consent for presidential policies; and administrative leadership. Drawing
extensively upon presidential documents and interviews with Johnson
administration officials, the authors pay particular attention to fiscal, monetary,
wage-price, and international economic (especially balance of payments) policies
during Johnson’s terms. The authors use the concept of the subpresidency, as
defined by Redford and Blisset in Organizing the Executive Branch: The Johnson
Presidency (University of Chicago Press, 1981), to show how Johnson managed
the macro-economic institutions of the council of Economic Advisors, the Bureau
of the Budget (now the Office of Management and Budget), the Department of
the Treasury, and the Federal Reserve Board in pursuit of his economic goals.
What emerges is a vivid portrait of an activist president. In evaluating
management of macroeconomic policy in the Johnson administration, the authors
focus on how presidential policies are developed and adopted rather than on the
substance of the policies themselves. They conclude that the Johnson
administration competently managed policy development during its presidential
years. This book is a volume in the Administrative History of the Johnson
Presidency Series sponsored by the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University
of Texas at Austin, the first two volumes of which were published by the
University of Chicago Press. Managing Macroeconomic Policy: The Johnson
Presidency was funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities.
To explain the fundamentals of public policy, this best-selling text focuses on the
process behind the crafting of legislation. By examining the individual steps--from
identifying a problem, to agenda setting, to evaluation, revision, or termination of
a policy--students are able to see how different factors influence the creation of
policy. Each chapter features at least one case study that illustrates how general
ideas are applied to specific policy issues. This new Seventh Edition addresses
the economic crisis as well as how the Obama administration differs from the
Bush administration in its approach to policy making.
This book offers a scholarly yet accessible overview of the role of lobbying in
American politics. It draws upon extant research as well as original data gathered
from interviews with numerous lobbyists across the United States. It describes
how lobbyists do their work within all branches of government, at the national,
state, and local levels. It thus offers a substantially broader view of lobbying than
is available in much of the research literature. Although tailored for students
taking courses on interest group politics, Total Lobbying offers an indispensable
survey of the field for scholars and others concerned with this important facet of
American politics.
"Urban Climate Change Research Network, Center for Climate Systems
Research, Earth Institute, Columbia University."
Walter A. Rosenbaum’s classic Environmental Politics and Policy, Tenth Edition
once again provides definitive coverage of environmental politics and policy,
lively case material, and a balanced assessment of current environmental issues.
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The first half of the book sets needed context and describes the policy process
while the second half covers specific environmental issues such as air and water;
toxic and hazardous substances; energy; and a global policymaking chapter
focused on climate change and transboundary politics. Covering major
environmental policy initiatives and controversies during President Obama's two
terms and capturing the sudden and radical changes occurring in the American
energy economy, this Tenth Edition offers the needed currency and relevancy for
any environmental politics course.
Argues that public finance--the study of the government's role in
economics--should incorporate principles from behavior economics and other
branches of psychology.
The purpose of this publication is to provide the background rationale and
support for WHO's working paper Dealing with uncertainty - how can the
precautionary principle help protect the future of our children?, prepared for the
Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health held in Budapest,
Hungary, in June 2004. The debate around the precautionary principle has
provided many insights into how to improve public health decision-making under
conditions of uncertainty. This publication should further support approaches to
attaining the concurrent goals of protecting adults, children and future
generations and the ecosystems on which we depend and enhancing economic
development, sustainability and innovation in science, research and policy. [Ed.]
The purpose of this text is to examine the basic topics of organization
management from the perspective of public governmental organizations. The
basic literature in the organization theory field is discussed from an applied
management perspective. This text also highlights those aspects of theory and
research that are important for the manager of public organizations ... In addition
to the material traditionally included in organization theory texts, there is
considerable research in areas such as political science and economics that
must be acknowledged and examined by students of public organizations ... The
six readings and eleven cases that are included in this text are drawn from public
sector experience and writings ... This book is geared toward students at the
upper division of undergraduate school and those in the graduate programs of
public administration across the country.-Pref.
A PDF version of this book is available for free in open access via the OAPEN
Library platform, www.oapen.org. This book presents a new model of
accountability which ensures that public-private partnerships don't erode public
accountability. It defines concrete accountability standards for different types of
partnerships.
One-in-seven adults and one-in-five children in the United States live in poverty.
Individuals and families living in povertyÊnot only lack basic, material necessities,
but they are also disproportionally afflicted by many social and economic
challenges. Some of these challenges include the increased possibility of an
unstable home situation, inadequate education opportunities at all levels, and a
Page 9/10

Get Free Public Policymaking James Anderson 7th Edition
high chance of crime and victimization. Given this growing social, economic, and
political concern, The Hamilton Project at Brookings asked academic experts to
develop policy proposals confronting the various challenges of AmericaÕs
poorest citizens, and to introduce innovative approaches to addressing
poverty.ÊWhen combined, the scope and impact of these proposals has the
potential to vastly improve the lives of the poor. The resulting 14 policy memos
are included in The Hamilton ProjectÕs Policies to Address Poverty in America.
The main areas of focus include promoting early childhood development,
supporting disadvantaged youth, building worker skills, and improving safety net
and work support.
When should government intervene in market activity and when is it best to let
market forces take their natural course? How does the existing empirical
evidence about government performance guide our answers to these questions?
In this clear, concise book, Clifford Winston offers his innovative analysis—shaped
by thirty years of evidence—to assess the efficacy of government interventions.
Markets fail when it is possible to make one person better off without making
someone else worse off, thus indicating inefficiency. Governments fail when an
intervention is unwarranted because markets are performing well or when the
intervention fails to correct a market problem efficiently. Winston concludes from
existing research that the cost of government failure may actually be
considerably greater than the cost of market failure: "My search of the evidence
is not limited to policy failures. I will report success stories, but few of them
emerged from my search." The prevalence of market failure is due to a lack of
conviction in favor of markets, the inflexibility of intervening government
agencies, and political forces that enable certain interest groups to benefit at the
expense of society as a whole. Winston suggests that government policy can be
improved by making greater use of market-oriented solutions that have already
produced benefits in certain situations.
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