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Examines the most important democratic challenges of today, using the Covid-19
pandemic as a case study.
These essays by the brilliant historian of political science Juan Linz comprise a
remarkable intellectual review of the life and work of Robert Michels, his major
book Political Parties, and the dimensions of democracy as a functioning
system.Linz elucidates the importance of Michels in a way that offers more than a
mechanical view of political parties as some sort of precisely ordered system of
authority and influence. Instead, Michels offers a view of politics that is bottom up
and untidy, what he calls a "reciprocal deference structure." Michels is not simply
the father of the iron law of oligarchy, but the idea of politics as a less than
orderly network of responsiveness, responsibility, and accountability. Linz
demonstrates, with magisterial power, why Michels must be ranked as a foremost
thinker in classical political sociology. The remaining three segments of the
volume cover areas with which Linz has also long been identified. Each in its own
way illumines aspects of Michels as well. "Time and Regime Change" articulates
differences between change within a regime and change of a regime--sometimes
hard to identify because of the elongated time frames involved. The next essay
explains why Spain is neither a traditional society nor a successful modern
nation. The reliance upon central authority displaced the hoped for evolution of a
society based on representative democratic institutions. The final section.
"Freedom and Autonomy of Intellectuals and Artists" is a topic that gripped
Michels and Linz alike. Freedom as a goal of the intelligentsia has been
frustrated by those who provide ideological justification for repression of ideas
and actions in the name of higher values. This segment provides a bridge
between Michels and Weber--not to mention both of these major figures with Linz
himself. The role of state power in mediating intellectual freedom is the leitmotif
that blankets the twentieth century. The work is graced by a full-length
bibliography o
In a series of remarkable forays, Post develops an original account of how law
functions in a democratic society. He draws on work in sociology, philosophy,
and political theory, to offer a radically new perspective on some of the most
pressing constitutional issues of our day, such as the regulation of racist speech,
pornography, and privacy.
"When money equates to power and the system is rigged in favor of wealthy
elites, why do we still pretend we are living in a democracy? In Living under PostDemocracy, Caleb R. Miller challenges us to admit what we already know: that
most of us are effectively powerless over the political decisions that govern our
lives. Instead, we should embrace a "post-democratic" view of politics, one which
recognizes the way in which our political institutions fail-both systematically and
historically-to live up to our democratic ideals, while also acknowledging our
tragic, yet enduring attachment to them both. Offering a new framework for
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conceptualizing contemporary citizenship, Miller explores how a post-democratic
perspective can help us begin to reorient ourselves in our paradoxical, fractured
political landscape. This model of citizenship opens the possibility for a distinctly
post-democratic approach to both political participation and political philosophy,
treating them not as ways of affecting politics, but as opportunities for
therapeutically engaging with the ongoing challenges and inevitable frustrations
of post-democratic life. This book is an excellent addition to courses on
democratic theory, as well as introductory courses to political theory"-Since the end of the Cold War, considerable scholarly debates have been
devoted to the nature and scope of international state-building interventions in
‘fragile’, post-colonial states and their effectiveness in instituting democratic
rule. By examining the construction of political institutions in East Timor, this book
highlights the relationship between the social and political realms during these
processes. Focusing on the roles of East Timorese leaders and civil society
organisations during the independence movement, it analyses the effectiveness
of democracy building in East Timor. It examines the processes of drafting the
new constitution, establishing key political institutions (such as the electoral
system), and articulating a new vision of citizenship and social justice. The book
argues that East Timor offers a relatively successful case of democratic
transition, enabled by a consistent set of goals and aspirations, grassroots
political legitimacy and participation, and the development of a democratic civil
nation. Offering a coherent argument for why democracy has been successful in
East Timor and the roles of political leaders and civil society during democratic
transition, this book will be of interest to those studying Southeast Asian Politics,
International Politics, and Democracy.
Post-DemocracyPolity
This 2007 book studies the impact of the media on politics in the United States
during the last half-century.
This book takes an in-depth look into recent developments in European social
democracy. It begins by highlighting the somewhat paradoxical turn by a number
of social democratic parties towards enhanced support for European integration,
a move that has occurred despite the apparently ‘neoliberal’ direction of much
of EU policy-output. A critical realist method is adopted, informed by both Marxist
and anarchist critiques of social democratic parties, to argue that we can view
this paradoxical development as resulting from the inherently unstable
representation of constituents’ demands for decommodification, a process
central to traditional social democratic parties. In making this argument, the book
traces the transformation from ‘traditional’ to ‘new’ (or ‘third way’) social
democratic parties in the UK, Sweden, France, Italy and Spain. It also outlines
some of the most important developments in social democratic policy-making at
the European level. The book therefore provides an in-depth, theoreticallyoriginal, analytical narrative of the key empirical developments to affect
contemporary social democratic parties in recent years. In highlighting some of
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the contradictions inherent to both ‘traditional’ and ‘new’ social democratic
parties, the book does much to suggest some of the reasons for their continued
decline over the past three decades. David Bailey completed his PhD at the
London School of Economics, and currently teaches at the University of
Birmingham. His research focuses on social democratic parties and European
integration. He has published articles in the Journal of Common Market Studies,
and Comparative European Politics.
This work provides a sweeping historical analysis of the political development of Western
Europe in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Arguing that the evolution of most
Western European nations into liberal democracies, social democracies, or fascist regimes
was attributable to a discrete set of social class alliances, the author explores the origins and
outcomes of the political development in the individual nations. In Britain, France, and
Switzerland, countries with a unified middle class, liberal forces established political hegemony
before World War I. By coopting considerable sections of the working class with reforms that
weakened union movements, liberals essentially excluded the fragmented working class from
the political process, remaining in power throughout the inter-war period. In countries with a
strong, cohesive working class and a fractured middle class, Luebbert points out, a liberal
solution was impossible. In Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Czechoslovakia, political
coalitions of social democrats and the "family peasantry" emerged as a result of the First World
War, leading to social democratic governments. In Italy, Spain, and Germany, on the other
hand, the urban middle class united with a peasantry hostile to socialism to facilitate the rise of
fascism.
This book examines the fortunes of social democracy since 1989 in the former GDR, Poland,
Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia, setting the analysis in a broader European
framework, and relating the current problems of social democracy in western Europe to
developments in the east of the continent.
Whereas many writers and scholars interested in the field of social democracy have focused
on factors such as the role of economic globalization and electoral pressures, Ashley Lavelle
explores the importance of the collapse of the post-war economic boom and lower growth rates
since then. He examines how these pressures have led social democrats to embrace neoliberal policies and become threatened by minor parties and independent politicians. Providing
an original argument about the decline of social democracy, the author investigates how its
decline has increased the popularity of minor parties and independents, along with the reasons
for social democratic membership and electoral decline. This is an important book for scholars
of social democracy and the broader themes of world politics, political parties, social
movements and globalization.
This book examines the transformation of contemporary social democracy through the concept
of "third way" reforms. It proposes a set of theories about the possibility for continuing social
democratic ideological adaptation, for ideologies to overcome institutional constraints in
triggering path-breaking innovations, and for social democracy to bridge the insider-outsider
divide. Empirically, the book utilizes these theories to account for social democratic welfare
state and labor market reforms in nine OECD countries after the end of the Golden Age. Based
on the logic of "public evils," the book proposes that the ideologically contested nature of
institutions provides incentives for institutional innovation. Social democratic ideology shapes
the fundamental characteristics and content of the third way policy paradigm, and the
paradigm's practical implementation continues to be path-dependent on historical institutional
settings.
Waves of Democracy looks at two centuries of history of democratization as a series of
multicontinental episodes in which social movements and elite power holders in many
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countries converged to reorganize political systems. Democracy is defined and redefined in
these episodes. John Markoff examines several ways in which governing elites of national
states mimic each other and ways in which social movements and elites interact. There is no
other book written for undergraduates that looks at democracy over such a broad sweep of
time and across so many countries and cultures.
Lively and authoritative, this study offers a distinctive contribution to political ideas. It should
appeal to all of those interested in politics, philosophy, social policy and social studies.
This book addresses the meaning of contemporary social democracy and how the centre-left is
navigating through its current identity crisis, through a series of cases of social democratic and
labour parties across Europe and the Anglosphere. The book examines the ideological, policy,
electoral and organisational dilemmas facing the centre-left. Taking in cases including those
from the UK, Austria, France, Germany, Scandinavia, Australia, and New Zealand, it outlines
and explores the current and future trajectories of the family of centre-left parties. This text will
be of key interest to students, scholars and interested readers of labour and social democratic
politics, centre-left political parties, trade unions, the future of the centre-left, and more broadly
to those studying political parties, European and comparative politics.
Providing a detailed empirical account of the ongoing political, social and economic
transformation of the country, this book assesses the post-communist period in Bulgaria and
examines the development of the democratization process so far.

This book offers a concise and accessible coverage of the historical background, the
organization and policies of the fifteen social democratic parties in the European Union
with a focus on the 1945-1990s period. It combines an updated study of the evolution of
each party's ideology, sociology and policies, with attention also to the impact of
European integration on the fortunes of social democratic forces. The book can be used
as a reference text by academics, students and political practitioners and contains
contact details and important reference information for each party.
The ascendancy of neo-liberalism in different parts of the world has put social
democracy on the defensive. Its adherents lack a clear rationale for their policies. Yet a
justification for social democracy is implicit in the United Nations Covenants on Human
Rights, ratified by most of the worlds countries. The covenants commit all nations to
guarantee that their citizens shall enjoy the traditional formal rights; but they likewise
pledge governments to make those rights meaningful in the real world by providing
social security and cultural recognition to every person. This new book provides a
systematic defence of social democracy for our contemporary global age. The authors
argue that the claims to legitimation implicit in democratic theory can be honored only
by social democracy; libertarian democracies are defective in failing to protect their
citizens adequately against social, economic, and environmental risks that only
collective action can obviate. Ultimately, social democracy provides both a fairer and
more stable social order. But can social democracy survive in a world characterized by
pervasive processes of globalization? This book asserts that globalization need not
undermine social democracy if it is harnessed by international associations and
leavened by principles of cultural respect, toleration, and enlightenment. The structures
of social democracy must, in short, be adapted to the exigencies of globalization, as
has already occurred in countries with the most successful social-democratic practices.
Published in 1997, this text presents a specific interest in analyzing the role of the elites
as a key factor for democratic rule and policy changes. In order to put the elites in
perspective the author has also conducted opinion surveys asking some of the same
questions among representative samples of the populations in the three countries.
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Comparing these three rather similar states gives possibilities for singling out conditions
for specific national developments in elite structure and policies.
Drawing on a range of data from across disciplines, this book explores a series of
fundamental questions surrounding the nature, working and effects of democracy,
considering the reasons for the emergence and spread of democratic government, the
conditions under which it endures or collapses – and the role of wealth in this process –
and the peaceful nature of dealings between democracies. With emphasis on the
‘ordinary’ voter, the author employs rational choice theory to examine the motivations
of voters and their levels of political knowledge and rationality, as well as the special
interests, incentives and corruption of politicians. A theoretically informed and
empirically illustrated study of the birth and downfall of democracies, the extent of
voters’ political knowledge and ignorance, the logic of political behaviour in both open
and closed regimes, and the international effects of democratic rule, Rational Choice
and Democratic Government: A Sociological Approach will appeal to scholars with
interests in political sociology, political psychology, economics and political science.
No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly every
regime today claims to be democratic, but not all 'democracies' allow free politics, and
free politics existed long before democratic franchises. This book is a short account of
the history of the doctrine and practice of democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome
through the American, French, and Russian revolutions, and of the usages and
practices associated with it in the modern world. It argues that democracy is a
necessary but not a sufficient condition for good government, and that ideas of the rule
of law, and of human rights, should in some situations limit democratic claims. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
There is a developing crisis of social democratic trade unionism in Western Europe; this
volume outlines the crisis and examines the emerging alternatives. The authors define
'social democratic trade unionism' and its associated party-union nexus and explain
how this traditional model has been threatened by social democracy's accommodation
to neo-liberal restructuring and public service reform. Examining the experience of
Sweden, Germany, Britain and France, the volume explores the historical rise and fall
of social democratic trade unionism in each of these countries and probes the policy
and practice of the European Trade Union Confederation. The authors critically
examine the possibilities for a revival of social democratic unionism in terms of strategic
policy and identity, offering suggestions for an alternative, radicalized political unionism.
The research value of the book is highlighted by its focus on contemporary
developments and its authors' intimate knowledge of the chosen countries.
In Post-Democracy (Polity, 2004) Colin Crouch argued that behind the façade of strong
institutions, democracy in many advanced societies was being hollowed out, its big
events becoming empty rituals as power passed increasingly to circles of wealthy
business elites and an ever-more isolated political class. Crouch’s provocative
argument has in many ways been vindicated by recent events, but these have also
highlighted some weaknesses of the original thesis and shown that the situation today
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is even worse. The global financial deregulation that was the jewel in the crown of
wealthy elite lobbying brought us the financial crisis and helped stimulate xenophobic
movements which no longer accept the priority of institutions that safeguard
democracy, like the rule of law. The rise of social media has enabled a handful of very
rich individuals and institutions to target vast numbers of messages at citizens, giving a
false impression of debate that is really stage-managed from a small number of
concealed sources. Crouch evaluates the implications of these and other developments
for his original thesis, arguing that while much of his thesis remains sound, he had
under-estimated the value of institutions which are vital to the support of a democratic
order. He also confronts the challenge of populists who seem to echo the complaints of
Post-Democracy but whose pessimistic nostalgia brings an anti-democratic brew of
hatred, exclusion and violence.
This book critically investigates the complex interaction between social media and
contemporary democratic politics, and provides a grounded analysis of the emerging
importance of Social media in civic engagement. Social media applications such as
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, have increasingly been adopted by politicians,
political activists and social movements as a means to engage, organize and
communicate with citizens worldwide. Drawing on Obama’s Presidential campaign,
opposition and protests in the Arab states, and the mobilization of support for
campaigns against tuition fee increases and the UK Uncut demonstrations, this book
presents evidence-based research and analysis. Renowned international scholars
examine the salience of the network as a metaphor for understanding our social world,
but also the centrality of the Internet in civic and political networks. Whilst
acknowledging the power of social media, the contributors question the claim it is a
utopian tool of democracy, and suggests a cautious approach to facilitate more
participative democracy is necessary. Providing the most up-to-date analysis of social
media, citizenship and democracy, Social Media and Democracy will be of strong
interest to students and scholars of Political Science, Social Policy, Sociology,
Communication Studies, Computing and Information and Communications
Technologies.

This book contends that the impasse of the Left today is in part, a result of an
anarchist ‘common sense’ among activists. The author argues that the vital
dynamics of anarchism and social movements need to be combined with a
reappraisal of the Communist party and state. While cynicism towards capitalism
and existing political institutions is plentiful, this book argues that the Left appears
mired in a reactive politics of resistance, unable to formulate programmes for
substantive social change. Drawing insights from the history of the Left, political
economy, contemporary critical theory and an in-depth study of Occupy, the
author provides concrete suggestions as to how the Left might ‘claim the twentyfirst century’ and realise a more equitable social order. Social Movements and
Democracy in the 21st Century challenges activists and scholars to rethink social
movements and political organisation, and to actively work towards enduring
social change. The book will be of interest to students and scholars of social
movement studies, Left theory, critical theory, political sociology and Marxism, as
well as anyone with an interest in ‘political change’.
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This book explores the challenges that disinformation, fake news, and post-truth
politics pose to democracy from a multidisciplinary perspective. The authors
analyse and interpret how the use of technology and social media as well as the
emergence of new political narratives has been progressively changing the
information landscape, undermining some of the pillars of democracy. The
volume sheds light on some topical questions connected to fake news, thereby
contributing to a fuller understanding of its impact on democracy. In the
Introduction, the editors offer some orientating definitions of post-truth politics,
building a theoretical framework where various different aspects of fake news can
be understood. The book is then divided into three parts: Part I helps to
contextualise the phenomena investigated, offering definitions and discussing
key concepts as well as aspects linked to the manipulation of information
systems, especially considering its reverberation on democracy. Part II considers
the phenomena of disinformation, fake news, and post-truth politics in the context
of Russia, which emerges as a laboratory where the phases of creation and
diffusion of fake news can be broken down and analysed; consequently, Part II
also reflects on the ways to counteract disinformation and fake news. Part III
moves from case studies in Western and Central Europe to reflect on the
methodological difficulty of investigating disinformation, as well as tackling the
very delicate question of detection, combat, and prevention of fake news. This
book will be of great interest to students and scholars of political science, law,
political philosophy, journalism, media studies, and computer science, since it
provides a multidisciplinary approach to the analysis of post-truth politics.
Why our belief in government by the people is unrealistic—and what we can do
about it Democracy for Realists assails the romantic folk-theory at the heart of
contemporary thinking about democratic politics and government, and offers a
provocative alternative view grounded in the actual human nature of democratic
citizens. Christopher Achen and Larry Bartels deploy a wealth of social-scientific
evidence, including ingenious original analyses of topics ranging from abortion
politics and budget deficits to the Great Depression and shark attacks, to show
that the familiar ideal of thoughtful citizens steering the ship of state from the
voting booth is fundamentally misguided. They demonstrate that voters—even
those who are well informed and politically engaged—mostly choose parties and
candidates on the basis of social identities and partisan loyalties, not political
issues. They also show that voters adjust their policy views and even their
perceptions of basic matters of fact to match those loyalties. When parties are
roughly evenly matched, elections often turn on irrelevant or misleading
considerations such as economic spurts or downturns beyond the incumbents'
control; the outcomes are essentially random. Thus, voters do not control the
course of public policy, even indirectly. Achen and Bartels argue that democratic
theory needs to be founded on identity groups and political parties, not on the
preferences of individual voters. Now with new analysis of the 2016 elections,
Democracy for Realists provides a powerful challenge to conventional thinking,
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pointing the way toward a fundamentally different understanding of the realities
and potential of democratic government.
Social media are increasingly revolutionising the ways in which political
communication works, and their importance for engaging citizens in politics and
public affairs is well understood by political actors. This book surveys current
developments in social media and politics in a range of Central and Eastern
European countries, including Ukraine and Russia. It explores the process of
adoption of social media by politicians, journalists and civic activists, examines
the impact of the different social and cultural backgrounds of the countries
studied, and discusses specific political situations, such as the 2012 protests in
Moscow and the 2014 EuroMaidan events in Ukraine, where social media played
an important role. The book concludes by addressing how the relationship
between social media and politics is likely to develop and how it might affect the
still relatively new democracies in the region.
The publication brings together a series of essays offering an institutional
analysis of economic and social change in Central and Eastern Europe and the
new independent states. Available in image format, hypertext HTML, and as
Adobe Acrobat PDF files.
This book examines how social democratic parties have responded to populist
radical right parties in the battle for support from working-class voters. It focuses
on the paradigmatic examples of social democratic parties in the Nordic
countries. Historically these have been the strongest social democratic parties,
but they have declined in recent years partly due to the competition from populist
radical right parties. In addition, since populist radical right parties tend to support
liberal and conservative parties in parliament or in governmental negotiations,
social democratic parties’ ability to impact broader policy areas has declined as
well. The book provides a detailed empirical account of how social democratic
parties – and more broadly, labour movement organisations, including unions –
have responded to these challenges across Denmark, Sweden, Finland, and
Norway. This volume will be of interest to scholars of party politics, comparative
politics, Nordic politics, and the populist radical right.
Digital Democracy, Social Media and Disinformation discusses some of the
political, regulatory and technological issues which arise from the increased
power of internet intermediaries (such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube) and
the impact of the spread of digital disinformation, especially in the midst of a
health pandemic. The volume provides a detailed account of the main areas
surrounding digital democracy, disinformation and fake news, freedom of
expression and post-truth politics. It addresses the major theoretical and
regulatory concepts of digital democracy and the ‘network society’ before
offering potential socio-political and technological solutions to the fight against
disinformation and fake news. These solutions include self-regulation, rebuttals
and myth-busting, news literacy, policy recommendations, awareness and
communication strategies and the potential of recent technologies such as the
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blockchain and public interest algorithms to counter disinformation. After
addressing what has currently been done to combat disinformation and fake
news, the volume argues that digital disinformation needs to be identified as a
multifaceted problem, one that requires multiple approaches to resolve.
Governments, regulators, think tanks, the academy and technology providers
need to take more steps to better shape the next internet with as little digital
disinformation as possible by means of a regional analysis. In this context, two
cases concerning Russia and Ukraine are presented regarding disinformation
and the ways it was handled. Written in a clear and direct style, this volume will
appeal to students and researchers within the social sciences, computer science,
law and business studies, as well as policy makers engaged in combating what
constitutes one of the most pressing issues of the digital age.
Post-Democracy is a polemical work that goes beyond current complaints about
the failings of our democracy and explores the deeper social and economic
forces that account for the current malaise. Colin Crouch argues that the decline
of those social classes which had made possible an active and critical mass
politics has combined with the rise of global capitalism to produce a selfreferential political class more concerned with forging links with wealthy business
interests than with pursuing political programmes which meet the concerns of
ordinary people. He shows how, in some respects, politics at the dawn of the
twenty-first century returns us to a world familiar well before the start of the
twentieth, when politics was a game played among elites. However, Crouch
maintains that the experience of the twentieth century remains salient and it
reminds us of possibilities for the revival of politics. This engaging book will prove
challenging to all those who claim that advanced societies have reached a virtual
best of all possible democratic worlds, and will be compelling reading for anyone
interested in the shape of twenty-first-century politics.
The City of London and Social Democracy examines the relationship between the financial
sector and the state in post-war Britain. The key argument made in Aled Davies's study is that
changes to the financial sector during the 1960s and 1970s undermined the state's capacity to
sustain and develop a modern industrial economy. Social democratic economic strategy was
constrained by the institutionalization of investment in pension and insurance funds; the
fragmentation of the nation's oligopolistic domestic banking system; the emergence of an
unregulated international capital market based in London; and the breakdown of the Bretton
Woods international monetary system. Novel attempts to reconfigure social democratic
economic strategy in response to these changes ultimately proved unsuccessful. Meanwhile,
the assumption that national prosperity could only be achieved through industrial growth was
challenged by a reconceptualization of Britain as a fundamentally financial and commercial
nation — an idea that was successfully promoted by the City itself. These findings assert the
need to place the Thatcher governments' subsequent neoliberal economic revolution, which
saw the acceleration of deindustrialization and the triumph of the City of London as a preeminent international financial centre, within a broader material, institutional, and cultural
context previously underappreciated by historians.
This comprehensive introduction to politics provides an essential template for assessing the
health and workings of present day democracy by exploring how democratic processes bring
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public policy into line with popular preferences. Incorporating the latest findings from Big Data
across the world, it provides a crucial framework showing students how to deploy these for
themselves, providing straightforward, practical orientation to the scope and methods of
modern political science. Key features: Everyday politics is explained through concrete
applications to democracies across the world; Predictive theories illuminate what goes on at
various levels of democracy; Outlines - in easy to understand terms - the basic statistical
approaches that enable empirically-informed analysis; Rich textual features include chapter
summaries, reviews, key points, illustrative briefings, key concepts, project and essay
suggestions, relevant reading all clearly explained in ‘How to Use This Book’; Provides a firm
basis for institutional and normative approaches to democratic politics; Concluding section
reviews other approaches to explaining politics, assessing their strengths and weaknesses.
Politics is an essential resource for students of political science and of key interest to
economics, public policy analysis and more broadly the social sciences.
Amid protests against the Pinochet regime, a group of población(shantytown) residents came
together in 1984 to challenge poor health care in their community and to denounce military
rule. How did their organization respond seven years later when Chile's transition to
democracy brought an end to dictatorship but no clear solution to ongoing health problems?
Marketing Democracy shows how the exercise of power and the strategies of social
movements transformed with the transition from a military to an elected-civilian regime in Chile.
The term "marketing democracy" refers first to how contemporary democracies are shaped by
transnational market forces, and second to how politicians have promoted democracy with the
twin goals of attracting foreign capital and diminishing social movements.
This book looks anew at the vexing question of whether Islam is compatible with democracy,
examining histories of Islamic politics and social movements in the Middle East since the
1970s.
The birth of democracies owes much to the interventions and mobilizations of ordinary people.
Yet many feel as though they have inherited democratic institutions which do not deliver for the
people – that a rigid democratic process has been imposed from above, with increasing
numbers of people feeling left out or left behind. In this well-researched volume, leading
political sociologist Donatella della Porta rehabilitates the role social movements have long
played in fostering and deepening democracy, particularly focusing on progressive movements
of the Left which have sought to broaden the plurality of voices and knowledge in democratic
debate. Bridging social movement studies and democratic theory, della Porta investigates
contemporary innovations in times of crisis, particularly those in the direction of participatory
and deliberative practices – ‘crowd-sourced constitutions’, referendums from below and
movement parties – and reflects on the potential and limits of such alternative politics. In a
moment in which concerns increase for the potential disruption of a Great Regression led by
xenophobic movements and parties, the cases and analyses of resistance in this volume offer
important material for students and scholars of political sociology, political science and social
movement studies.
Western societies are under siege, as fake news, post-truth and alternative facts are
undermining the very core of democracy. This dystopian narrative is currently circulated by
intellectuals, journalists and policy makers worldwide. In this book, Johan Farkas and Jannick
Schou deliver a comprehensive study of post-truth discourses. They critically map the
normative ideas contained in these and present a forceful call for deepening democracy. The
dominant narrative of our time is that democracy is in a state of emergency caused by social
media, changes to journalism and misinformed masses. This crisis needs to be resolved by
reinstating truth at the heart of democracy, even if this means curtailing civic participation and
popular sovereignty. Engaging with critical political philosophy, Farkas and Schou argue that
these solutions neglect the fact that democracy has never been about truth alone: it is equally
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about the voice of the democratic people. Post-Truth, Fake News and Democracy delivers a
sobering diagnosis of our times. It maps contemporary discourses on truth and democracy,
foregrounds their normative foundations and connects these to historical changes within liberal
democracies. The book will be of interest to students and scholars studying the current state
and future of democracy, as well as to a politically informed readership.
The book offers a critical synthesis of critical theory, decolonial theory and Buddhist/Confucian
inspired social theory.
Despite the market triumphalism that greeted the end of the Cold War, the collapse of the
Soviet empire seemed initially to herald new possibilities for social democracy. In the 1990s,
with a new era of peace and economic prosperity apparently imminent, people discontented
with the realities of global capitalism swept social democrats into power in many Western
countries. The resurgence was, however, brief. Neither the recurring economic crises of the
2000s nor the ongoing War on Terror was conducive to social democracy, which soon gave
way to a prolonged decline in countries where social democrats had once held power. Arguing
that neither globalization nor demographic change was key to the failure of social democracy,
the contributors to this volume analyze the rise and decline of Third Way social democracy and
seek to lay the groundwork for the reformulation of progressive class politics. Offering a
comparative look at social democratic experience since the Cold War, the volume examines
countries where social democracy has long been an influential political force - Sweden,
Germany, Britain, and Australia - while also considering the history of Canada's NDP and the
emergence of New Left parties in Germany and the province of Québec. The case studies
point to a social democracy that has confirmed its rupture with the postwar order and its role as
the primary political representative of workingclass interests. Once marked by redistributive
and egalitarian policy perspectives, social democracy has, the book argues, assumed a new
role - that of a modernizing force advancing the neoliberal cause. Bryan Evans is an associate
professor in the Department of Politics and Public Administration at Ryerson University. Prior
to joining Ryerson in 2003, he held senior policy advisory and management positions in the
Ontario Legislature and Government. Ingo Schmidt is an economist and the coordinator of the
Labour Studies Program at Athabasca University. He has taught in Germany as well as
Canada and was formerly staff economist with the metalworkers union, IG Metall, in Germany.
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