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Polio An American Story
In this sensitively told tale of suffering, brutality, and
inhumanity, Worse Than Slavery is an epic history of
race and punishment in the deepest South from
emancipation to the civil rights era—and beyond.
Immortalized in blues songs and movies like Cool
Hand Luke and The Defiant Ones, Mississippi’s
infamous Parchman State Penitentiary was, in the
pre-civil rights south, synonymous with cruelty. Now,
noted historian David Oshinsky gives us the true
story of the notorious prison, drawing on police
records, prison documents, folklore, blues songs,
and oral history, from the days of cotton-field chain
gangs to the 1960s, when Parchman was used to
break the wills of civil rights workers who journeyed
south on Freedom Rides.
"Four months into the coronavirus pandemic, as the
death count surged, the FDA made a risky decision:
it approved an anti-malarial drug as a treatment for
coronavirus, despite limited data on its efficacy or
side effects. A month later, the FDA withdrew its
recommendation, but by then, the damage had been
done. The drug was ineffective and sometimes even
lethal. The mistake was hardly a one-off. As
virologist Paul. A. Offit shows in You Bet Your Life,
from antibiotics and vaccines to x-rays and genetic
engineering, risk, and our understanding of it, have
shaped the course of modern medicine, paving the
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way for its greatest triumphs and tragedies. By telling
the stories of the events--and of the frequent
hypocrisy and cravenness of the characters at their
center--Offit shows how risk, and failure, have driven
innovation, and importantly, how by examining our
mistakes we can make better medical predictions
and decisions going forward. From the outlandish
origins of blood transfusions, which began with
humans receiving blood for barnyard animals, to the
the disastrous debut of the first polio vaccine, and
the backstabbing and infighting that surrounded
early gene therapies, he captures the drama that
surrounds medical research, the way ego and
laziness can collide with science, and ultimately how
those factors should inform what we choose to do
and have done to us in the clinic. The history is
fascinating in its own right, but the worldwide rush to
create a coronavirus vaccine only makes learning
from the lessons of history essential. Weighing the
uncertainties of a treatment against its potential
benefits is one of medicine's greatest ethical
dilemmas, and Offit examines it from every angle.
He explores not just how patients and their families
respond to risk but how everyone from physicians
and researchers to universities and regulators do,
too, and how that ultimately determines what
treatments are put forward. Not everyone has the
same goal. And too often the patient's health is
secondary. But as Offit shows, we can all minimize
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risk and failure by learning how to recognize conflicts
of interest, to draw inferences from animal models,
and to evaluate risk, even when we have limited
data. Along the way, Offit asks who should decide
what risks are acceptable, and who should pay when
the results are fatal. In the end, however, Offit
argues that we are gambling whatever we do--and
that we need to take that seriously, whether we
pursue a treatment or decide to do nothing at all.
The answers aren't simple, and the outcomes are life
or death. Examining these questions with the
compassion of a pediatrician and the rigor of a
scientist, Offit reminds us that we all have a role to
play in ensuring that medicine upholds its very first
principle: to do no harm"-#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The story
of modern medicine and bioethics—and, indeed, race
relations—is refracted beautifully, and
movingly.”—Entertainment Weekly NOW A MAJOR
MOTION PICTURE FROM HBO® STARRING
OPRAH WINFREY AND ROSE BYRNE • ONE OF
THE “MOST INFLUENTIAL” (CNN), “DEFINING”
(LITHUB), AND “BEST” (THE PHILADELPHIA
INQUIRER) BOOKS OF THE DECADE • ONE OF
ESSENCE’S 50 MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK
BOOKS OF THE PAST 50 YEARS • WINNER OF
THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE HEARTLAND PRIZE
FOR NONFICTION NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times
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Book Review • Entertainment Weekly • O: The
Oprah Magazine • NPR • Financial Times • New
York • Independent (U.K.) • Times (U.K.) •
Publishers Weekly • Library Journal • Kirkus
Reviews • Booklist • Globe and Mail Her name was
Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa.
She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who
worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet
her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one
of the most important tools in medicine: The first
“immortal” human cells grown in culture, which are
still alive today, though she has been dead for more
than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing
the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer,
viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to
important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning,
and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold
by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually
unknown, buried in an unmarked grave. Henrietta’s
family did not learn of her “immortality” until more
than twenty years after her death, when scientists
investigating HeLa began using her husband and
children in research without informed consent. And
though the cells had launched a multimillion-dollar
industry that sells human biological materials, her
family never saw any of the profits. As Rebecca
Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks
family—past and present—is inextricably connected to
the dark history of experimentation on African
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Americans, the birth of bioethics, and the legal
battles over whether we control the stuff we are
made of. Over the decade it took to uncover this
story, Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of the
Lacks family—especially Henrietta’s daughter
Deborah. Deborah was consumed with questions:
Had scientists cloned her mother? Had they killed
her to harvest her cells? And if her mother was so
important to medicine, why couldn’t her children
afford health insurance? Intimate in feeling,
astonishing in scope, and impossible to put down,
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks captures the
beauty and drama of scientific discovery, as well as
its human consequences.
A study of Australian nurse Sister Elizabeth Kenny
and her efforts to have her unorthodox methods of
treating polio accepted as mainstream polio care in
the United States during the 1940s. A case study of
changing clinical care, and an examination of the
hidden politics of philanthropies and medical
societies.
The story of mankind's struggle against polio is
compelling, exciting and full of twists and pardoxes.
One of the grand challenges of modern medicine, it
was a battleground between good and bad science.
Gareth Williams takes an original view of the journey
to understanding and defeating polio.
"He first full biography of Jonas Salk offers a
complete picture of the enigmatic figure, from his
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early years working on an influenza vaccine--for
which he never fully got credit--to his seminal
creation of the Polio vaccine, up through his later
work to find a cure for AIDS"-In this book, Shell, himself a victim of polio, offers an
inspired analysis of the disease. Part memoir, part
cultural criticism and history, part meditation on the
meaning of disease, Shell's work combines the
understanding of a medical researcher with the
sensitivity of a literary critic. He deftly draws a
detailed yet broad picture of the lived experience of a
crippling disease as it makes it way into every facet
of human existence.
Describes the impact of Poliomyelitis on American
society, and shares the accounts of doctors, nurses,
medical researchers, and polio victims and their
families
Through the lens of polio, Dóra Vargha looks anew at
international health, communism and Cold War politics. This
title is also available as Open Access.
Here David Oshinsky tells the gripping story of the polio terror
and of the intense effort to find a cure, from the March of
Dimes to the discovery of the Salk and Sabin vaccines--and
beyond. Drawing on newly available papers of Jonas Salk,
Albert Sabin and other key players, Oshinsky paints a
suspenseful portrait of the race for the cure, weaving a
dramatic tale centered on the furious rivalry between Salk and
Sabin. He also tells the story of Isabel Morgan, perhaps the
most talented of all polio researchers, who might have beaten
Salk to the prize if she had not retired to raise a family.
Oshinsky offers an insightful look at the National Foundation
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for Infantile Paralysis, which was founded in the 1930s by
FDR and Basil O'Connor, it revolutionized fundraising and the
perception of disease in America. Oshinsky also shows how
the polio experience revolutionized the way in which the
government licensed and tested new drugs before allowing
them on the market, and the way in which the legal system
dealt with manufacturers' liability for unsafe products. Finally,
and perhaps most tellingly, Oshinsky reveals that polio was
never the raging epidemic portrayed by the media, but in truth
a relatively uncommon disease. But in baby-booming
America--increasingly suburban, family-oriented, and hygieneobsessed--the specter of polio, like the specter of the atomic
bomb, soon became a cloud of terror over daily life. Both a
gripping scientific suspense story and a provocative social
and cultural history, Polio opens a fresh window onto postwar
America.
From a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian comes a riveting
history of New York's iconic public hospital that charts the
turbulent rise of American medicine. Bellevue Hospital, on
New York City's East Side, occupies a colorful and horrifying
place in the public imagination: a den of mangled crime
victims, vicious psychopaths, assorted derelicts, lunatics, and
exotic-disease sufferers. In its two and a half centuries of
service, there was hardly an epidemic or social
catastrophe—or groundbreaking scientific advance—that did
not touch Bellevue. David Oshinsky, whose last book, Polio:
An American Story, was awarded a Pulitzer Prize, chronicles
the history of America's oldest hospital and in so doing also
charts the rise of New York to the nation's preeminent city,
the path of American medicine from butchery and quackery to
a professional and scientific endeavor, and the growth of a
civic institution. From its origins in 1738 as an almshouse and
pesthouse, Bellevue today is a revered public hospital
bringing first-class care to anyone in need. With its diverse,
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ailing, and unprotesting patient population, the hospital was a
natural laboratory for the nation's first clinical research. It
treated tens of thousands of Civil War soldiers, launched the
first civilian ambulance corps and the first nursing school for
women, pioneered medical photography and psychiatric
treatment, and spurred New York City to establish the
country's first official Board of Health. As medical technology
advanced, "voluntary" hospitals began to seek out patients
willing to pay for their care. For charity cases, it was left to
Bellevue to fill the void. The latter decades of the twentieth
century brought rampant crime, drug addiction, and
homelessness to the nation's struggling cities—problems that
called a public hospital's very survival into question. It took
the AIDS crisis to cement Bellevue's enduring place as New
York's ultimate safety net, the iconic hospital of last resort.
Lively, page-turning, fascinating, Bellevue is essential
American history.
A SYDNEY TAYLOR NOTABLE BOOK • Learn about the
importance of vaccines and the scientific process through the
fascinating life of world-renowned scientist Jonas Salk, whose
pioneering discoveries changed the world forever. Dr. Jonas
Salk is one of the most celebrated doctors and medical
researchers of the 20th century. The child of immigrants who
never learned to speak English, Jonas was struck by the
devastation he saw when the soldiers returned from battle
after WWII. Determined to help, he worked to become a
doctor and eventually joined the team that created the
influenza vaccine. But Jonas wanted to do more. As polio
ravaged the United States--even the president was not
immune!--Jonas decided to lead the fight against this terrible
disease. In 1952, Dr. Jonas Salk invented the polio vaccine,
which nearly eliminated polio from this country. For the rest of
his life, Dr. Salk continued to do groundbreaking medical
research at the Salk Institute, leaving behind a legacy that
Page 8/27

Bookmark File PDF Polio An American Story
continues to make the world a better place every day. This
compelling picture book biography sheds light on Dr. Salk's
groundbreaking journey and the importance of vaccination.
Sister Kenny was first published in 1976. Minnesota Archive
Editions uses digital technology to make long-unavailable
books once again accessible, and are published unaltered
from the original University of Minnesota Press editions.
Sister Elizabeth Kenny, the Australian-born nurse, is
remembered by thousands of grateful parents and
grandparents of young polio patients, as well as others who
were less personally affected, as the woman who
successfully fought the medical profession to win acceptance
of her techniques to combat the crippling effects of this
disease. In this biography Victor Cohn, a prize-winning
science writer, details the life of Sister Kenny and her
significant role in the history of medicine. It is an inspiring
story and one which will be of particular interest to those of
the present generation who are engaged in the movement for
women's equality. Sister Kenny's struggle against the bitter
opposition of many doctors to her concepts for the treatment
of polio dramatized the then common attitude of male
chauvinism on the part of the medical profession toward
nurses. The biography traces Sister Kenny's life from her birth
in Australia, through her early nursing career in the bush, to
her rise to prominence in America. Much of the narrative
focuses on her confrontation with the medical establishment.
Throughout, the author writes from an objective viewpoint,
and in conclusion he assesses Sister Kenny's
accomplishments.
PolioAn American StoryOxford University Press
A history of the 1950s polio epidemic that caused panic in the
United States examines the competition between Salk and
Sabin to find the first vaccine and its implications for such
issues as government testing of new drugs and
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manufacturers' liability.
In this classic of American biography, based upon thousands
of original documents, many never previously published, the
prize-winning historian Geoffrey C. Ward tells the dramatic
story of Franklin Roosevelt’s unlikely rise from cloistered
youth to the brink of the presidency with a richness of detail
and vivid sense of time, place, and personality usually found
only in fiction. In these pages, FDR comes alive as a fond but
absent father and an often unfeeling husband--the story of
Eleanor Roosevelt’s struggle to build a life independent of
him is chronicled in full–as well as a charming but pampered
patrician trying to find his way in the sweaty world of everyday
politics and all-too willing willing to abandon allies and jettison
principle if he thinks it will help him move up the political
ladder. But somehow he also finds within himself the courage
and resourcefulness to come back from a paralysis that would
have crushed a less resilient man and then go on to meet and
master the two gravest crises of his time.

A fascinating account of the world's most famous
disease-polio- told as you have never heard it
before. Epidemics of paralysis began to rage in the
early 1900s, seemingly out of nowhere. Doctors,
parents, and health officials were at a loss to explain
why this formerly unheard of disease began
paralyzing so many children-usually starting in their
legs, sometimes moving up through their abdomen
and arms. For an unfortunate few, it could paralyze
the muscles that allowed them to breathe. Why did
this disease start to become such a horrible problem
during the late 1800s? Why did it affect children
more often than adults? Why was it originally called
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teething paralysis by mothers and their doctors?
Why were animals so often paralyzed during the
early epidemics when it was later discovered most
animals could not become infected? The Moth in the
Iron Lung is a fascinating biography of this horrible
paralytic disease, where it came from, and why it
disappeared in the 1950s. If you've never explored
the polio story beyond the tales of crippled children
and iron lungs, this book will be sure to surprise.
In 1988, the World Health Organization launched a
twelve-year campaign to wipe out polio. Thirty years
and several billion dollars over budget later, the
campaign grinds on, vaccinating millions of children
and hoping that each new year might see an end to
the disease. But success remains elusive, against a
surprisingly resilient virus, an unexpectedly weak
vaccine and the vagaries of global politics, meeting
with indifference from governments and populations
alike. How did an innocuous campaign to rid the
world of a crippling disease become a hostage of
geopolitics? Why do parents refuse to vaccinate their
children against polio? And why have poorly paid
door-to-door healthworkers been assassinated?
Thomas Abraham reports on the ground in search of
answers.
Limping through Life A Farm Boy’s Polio Memoir
Jerry Apps “Families throughout the United States
lived in fear of polio throughout the late 1940s and
early 1950s, and now the disease had come to our
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farm. I can still remember that short winter day and
the chilly night when I first showed symptoms. My life
would never be the same.” —from the Introduction
Polio was epidemic in the United States starting in
1916. By the 1930s, quarantines and school closings
were becoming common, as isolation was one of the
only ways to fight the disease. The Sauk vaccine
was not available until 1955; in that year,
Wisconsin’s Fox River valley had more polio cases
per capita than anywhere in the United States. In his
most personal book, Jerry Apps, who contracted
polio at age twelve, reveals how the disease affected
him physically and emotionally, profoundly
influencing his education, military service, and family
life and setting him on the path to becoming a
professional writer. A hardworking farm kid who
loved playing softball, young Jerry Apps would have
to make many adjustments and meet many
challenges after that winter night he was stricken
with a debilitating, sometimes fatal illness. In Limping
through Life he explores the ways his world changed
after polio and pays tribute to those family members,
teachers, and friends who helped him along the way.
The struggle between individualism and the good of
the community as a whole has been the basis of
every major disagreement in America's history, from
the debates at the Constitutional Convention to the
civil rights movement to the Tea Party. In American
Character, Colin Woodard traces these two key
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strands in American politics through the four
centuries of the nation's existence, from the first
colonies through the Gilded Age and Great
Depression to the present day, and how different
regions of the country have successfully or
disastrously accommodated them.
The number of global polio cases has fallen
dramatically and eradication is within sight, but
despite extraordinary efforts, polio retains its grip in a
few areas. Anthropologist Svea Closser follows the
trajectory of the polio eradication effort in Pakistan,
one of the last four countries in the world with
endemic polio. Journeying from vaccination
campaigns in rural Pakistan to the center of global
health decision making at the World Health
Organization in Geneva, the author explores the
historical and cultural underpinnings of eradication
as a public health strategy, and reveals the culture of
optimism that characterizes--and sometimes
cripples--global health institutions. With a keen
ethnographic eye, Closser describes the complex
power negotiations that underlie the eradication
effort at every level, tracking techniques of
resistance employed by district health workers and
state governments alike. This book offers an
analysis of local politics, social relations, and global
political economy in the implementation of a
worldwide public health effort, with broad
implications for understanding what is possible in
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global health, now and for the future. This book is
the recipient of the annual Norman L. and Roselea J.
Goldberg Prize for the best project in the area of
medicine.
A definitive history of vaccination ranges from
Edward Jenner's 1796 creation of the world's first
smallpox inoculation to the present day, looking at
both the benefits of vaccination as well as the
current controversy over their potential neurological
side effects and the pharmaceutical companies'
emphasis on treatment rather than prevention.
"A presentation of the scientific argument in favor of
vaccination, which probes the consequences, origins
and impact of the the anti-vaccination movement"-Today, when many parents seem reluctant to have
their children vaccinated, even with long proven
medications, the Salk vaccine trial, which enrolled
millions of healthy children to test an unproven
medical intervention, seems nothing short of
astonishing. In Selling Science, medical historian
Stephen E. Mawdsley recounts the untold story of
the first large clinical trial to control polio using
healthy children—55,000 healthy children—revealing
how this long-forgotten incident cleared the path for
Salk’s later trial. Mawdsley describes how, in the
early 1950s, Dr. William Hammon and the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis launched a
pioneering medical experiment on a previously
untried scale. Conducted on over 55,000 healthy
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children in Texas, Utah, Iowa, and Nebraska, this
landmark study assessed the safety and
effectiveness of a blood component, gamma
globulin, to prevent paralytic polio. The value of the
proposed experiment was questioned by many
prominent health professionals as it harbored
potential health risks, but as Mawdsley points out,
compromise and coercion moved it forward. And
though the trial returned dubious results, it was
presented to the public as a triumph and used to
justify a federally sanctioned mass immunization
study on thousands of families between 1953 and
1954. Indeed, the concept, conduct, and outcome of
the GG study were sold to health professionals,
medical researchers, and the public at each stage.
At a time when most Americans trusted scientists,
their mutual encounter under the auspices of
conquering disease was shaped by politics,
marketing, and at times, deception. Drawing on oral
history interviews, medical journals, newspapers,
meeting minutes, and private institutional records,
Selling Science sheds light on the ethics of scientific
conduct, and on the power of marketing to shape
public opinion about medical experimentation.
Winner of the Man Booker International Prize 2011 In the
"stifling heat of equatorial Newark," a terrifying epidemic is
raging, threatening the children of the New Jersey city with
maiming, paralysis, lifelong disability, and even death. This is
the startling theme of Philip Roth’s wrenching new book: a
wartime polio epidemic in the summer of 1944 and the effect
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it has on a closely knit, family-oriented Newark community
and its children. At the center of Nemesis is a vigorous, dutiful
twenty-three-year-old playground director, Bucky Cantor, a
javelin thrower and weightlifter, who is devoted to his charges
and disappointed with himself because his weak eyes have
excluded him from serving in the war alongside his
contemporaries. Focusing on Cantor’s dilemmas as polio
begins to ravage his playground—and on the everyday
realities he faces—Roth leads us through every inch of
emotion such a pestilence can breed: the fear, the panic, the
anger, the bewilderment, the suffering, and the pain. Moving
between the smoldering, malodorous streets of besieged
Newark and Indian Hill, a pristine children’s summer camp
high in the Poconos—whose "mountain air was purified of all
contaminants"—Roth depicts a decent, energetic man with the
best intentions struggling in his own private war against the
epidemic. Roth is tenderly exact at every point about
Cantor’s passage into personal disaster, and no less exact
about the condition of childhood. Through this story runs the
dark questions that haunt all four of Roth’s late short novels,
Everyman, Indignation, The Humbling, and now Nemesis:
What kind of accidental choices fatally shape a life? How
does the individual withstand the onslaught of circumstance?
Offers a combination of historical perspective and direct
testimonies from people impacted by the dreaded disease, to
give a compelling view of the United States polio epidemics,
as well as polio today.
In the shadows of New York City lies the abandoned,
forbidden North Brother Island, where the remains of a
shuttered hospital hide the haunting memories of century-old
quarantines and human experiments. The ruins conceal the
scarred and beautiful Cora, imprisoned there by contagions
and the doctors who torment her. When Finn, a young urban
explorer, arrives on the island and glimpses this enigmatic
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woman through the foliage, intrigue turns to obsession as he
seeks to uncover her past--and his own family's dark secrets.
By unraveling these mysteries, will he be able to save Cora?
Or will she meet the same tragic ending as the thousands
who’ve already perished on the island? The Vines
intertwines North Brother Island's horrific and elusive history
with a captivating tale of love, betrayal, survival, and loss.
"Will have an enthusiastic audience among historians of
medicine who are familiar, for the most part, only with later
twentieth-century efforts to combat polio." --Allan M. Brandt,
University of North Carolina Dirt and Disease is a social,
cultural, and medical history of the polio epidemic in the
United States. Naomi Rogers focuses on the early years from
1900 to 1920, and continues the story to the present. She
explores how scientists, physicians, patients, and their
families explained the appearance and spread of polio and
how they tried to cope with it. Rogers frames this study of
polio within a set of larger questions about health and disease
in twentieth-century American culture. In the early decades of
this century, scientists sought to understand the nature of
polio. They found that it was caused by a virus, and that it
could often be diagnosed by analyzing spinal fluid. Although
scientific information about polio was understood and
accepted, it was not always definitive. This knowledge
coexisted with traditional notions about disease and
medicine. Polio struck wealthy and middle-class children as
well as the poor. But experts and public health officials
nonetheless blamed polio on a filthy urban environment, bad
hygiene, and poverty. This allowed them to hold slumdwelling immigrants responsible, and to believe that sanitary
education and quarantines could lessen the spread of the
disease. Even when experts acknowledged that polio struck
the middle-class and native-born as well as immigrants, they
tried to explain this away by blaming the fly for the spread of
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polio. Flies could land indiscriminately on the rich and the
poor. In the 1930s, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
helped to recast the image of polio and to remove its stigma.
No one could ignore the cross-spread of the disease. By the
1950s, the public was looking to science for prevention and
therapy. But Rogers reminds us that the recent history of
polio was more than the history of successful vaccines. She
points to competing therapies, research tangents, and people
who died from early vaccine trials.
The untold story of how America's Progressive-era war on
smallpox sparked one of the great civil liberties battles of the
twentieth century. At the turn of the last century, a powerful
smallpox epidemic swept the United States from coast to
coast. The age-old disease spread swiftly through an
increasingly interconnected American landscape: from
southern tobacco plantations to the dense immigrant
neighborhoods of northern cities to far-flung villages on the
edges of the nascent American empire. In Pox, awardwinning historian Michael Willrich offers a gripping chronicle
of how the nation's continentwide fight against smallpox
launched one of the most important civil liberties struggles of
the twentieth century. At the dawn of the activist Progressive
era and during a moment of great optimism about modern
medicine, the government responded to the deadly epidemic
by calling for universal compulsory vaccination. To enforce
the law, public health authorities relied on quarantines,
pesthouses, and "virus squads"-corps of doctors and clubwielding police. Though these measures eventually contained
the disease, they also sparked a wave of popular resistance
among Americans who perceived them as a threat to their
health and to their rights. At the time, anti-vaccinationists
were often dismissed as misguided cranks, but Willrich
argues that they belonged to a wider legacy of American
dissent that attended the rise of an increasingly powerful
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government. While a well-organized anti-vaccination
movement sprang up during these years, many Americans
resisted in subtler ways-by concealing sick family members or
forging immunization certificates. Pox introduces us to
memorable characters on both sides of the debate, from
Henning Jacobson, a Swedish Lutheran minister whose battle
against vaccination went all the way to the Supreme Court, to
C. P. Wertenbaker, a federal surgeon who saw himself as a
medical missionary combating a deadly-and preventabledisease. As Willrich suggests, many of the questions first
raised by the Progressive-era antivaccination movement are
still with us: How far should the government go to protect us
from peril? What happens when the interests of public health
collide with religious beliefs and personal conscience? In Pox,
Willrich delivers a riveting tale about the clash of modern
medicine, civil liberties, and government power at the turn of
the last century that resonates powerfully today.
From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author Lawrence Wright,
whose bestselling thriller 'The End of the October' all but
predicted our current pandemic, comes another momentous
account, this time of COVID-19: its origins, its myriad
repercussions, and the ongoing fight to contain it.
Vaccines have saved more lives than any other single
medical advance. Yet today only four companies make
vaccines, and there is a growing crisis in vaccine availability.
Why has this happened? This remarkable book recounts for
the first time a devastating episode in 1955 at Cutter
Laboratories in Berkeley, California, that has led many
pharmaceutical companies to abandon vaccine manufacture.
Drawing on interviews with public health officials,
pharmaceutical company executives, attorneys, Cutter
employees, and victims of the vaccine, as well as on
previously unavailable archives, Dr. Paul Offit offers a full
account of the Cutter disaster. He describes the nation’s
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relief when the polio vaccine was developed by Jonas Salk in
1955, the production of the vaccine at industrial facilities such
as the one operated by Cutter, and the tragedy that occurred
when 200,000 people were inadvertently injected with live
virulent polio virus: 70,000 became ill, 200 were permanently
paralyzed, and 10 died. Dr. Offit also explores how, as a
consequence of the tragedy, one jury’s verdict set in motion
events that eventually suppressed the production of vaccines
already licensed and deterred the development of new
vaccines that hold the promise of preventing other fatal
diseases.
Few politicians in our history have had the emotional impact
of Joe McCarthy and acclaimed historian David Oshinsky’s
chronicling of his life has been called both “nuanced” and
“masterful.” Here, David Oshinsky presents us with a work
heralded as the finest account available of Joe McCarthy’s
colorful career. With a storyteller’s eye for the dramatic and
presentation of fact, and insightful interpretation of human
complexity, Oshinsky uncovers the layers of myth to show the
true McCarthy. His book reveals the senator from his humble
beginnings as a hardworking Irish farmer’s son in Wisconsin
to his glory days as the architect of America’s Cold War
crusade against domestic subversion; a man whose advice if
heeded, some believe, might have halted the spread of
Communism in Southeast Asia and beyond. A Conspiracy So
Immense reveals the internal and external forces that
launched McCarthy on this political career, carried him to
national prominence, and finally triggered his decline and fall.
More than the life of an intensely—even
pathologically—ambitious man however, this book is a
fascinating portrait of America in the grip of Cold War fear,
anger, suspicion, and betrayal. Complete with a new
foreword, A Conspiracy So Immense will continue to keep in
the spotlight this historical figure—a man who worked so hard
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to prosecute “criminals” whose ideals work against that of
his—for America.

The compelling true story of Dr. Jonas Salk's quest
to develop a vaccine for polio. In 1916, the United
States was hit with one of the worst polio epidemics
in history. The disease was a terrifying enigma:
striking out of nowhere, it afflicted tens of thousands
of children and left them—literally
overnight—paralyzed. Others it simply killed. At the
same time, a child named Jonas Salk was born....
When Franklin Delano Roosevelt was diagnosed
with polio shortly before assuming the Presidency,
Salk was given an impetus to study this deadly
illness. After assisting in the creation of an influenza
vaccine, Salk took up the challenge. His progress in
combating the virus was hindered by the politics of
medicine and by a rival researcher determined to
discredit his proposed solution. But Salk's
perseverance made history—and for close to seventy
years his vaccine has saved countless lives, bringing
humanity close to eradicating polio throughout the
world. Splendid Solution chronicles Dr. Salk's race
against time to achieve an unparalleled
breakthrough that made him a cultural hero and icon
of modern medicine.
The epic, behind-the-scenes story of an astounding
gap in our scientific knowledge of the cosmos. In the
past few years, a handful of scientists have been in a
race to explain a disturbing aspect of our universe:
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only 4 percent of it consists of the matter that makes
up you, me, our books, and every planet, star, and
galaxy. The rest—96 percent of the universe—is
completely unknown. Richard Panek tells the
dramatic story of how scientists reached this
conclusion, and what they’re doing to find this "dark"
matter and an even more bizarre substance called
dark energy. Based on in-depth, on-site reporting
and hundreds of interviews—with everyone from
Berkeley’s feisty Saul Perlmutter and Johns
Hopkins’s meticulous Adam Riess to the quietly
revolutionary Vera Rubin—the book offers an intimate
portrait of the bitter rivalries and fruitful
collaborations, the eureka moments and blind alleys,
that have fueled their search, redefined science, and
reinvented the universe.
Polio was the most dreaded childhood disease of
twentieth-century America. Every summer during the
1940s and 1950s, parents were terrorized by the
thought that polio might cripple their children. They
warned their children not to drink from public
fountains, to avoid swimming pools, and to stay
away from movie theaters and other crowded places.
Whenever and wherever polio struck, hospitals filled
with victims of the virus. Many experienced only
temporary paralysis, but others faced a lifetime of
disability. Living with Polio is the first book to focus
primarily on the personal stories of the men and
women who had acute polio and lived with its
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crippling consequences. Writing from personal
experience, polio survivor Daniel J. Wilson shapes
this impassioned book with the testimonials of more
than one hundred polio victims, focusing on the
years between 1930 and 1960. He traces the entire
life experience of the survivors—from the alarming
diagnosis all the way to the recent development of
post-polio syndrome, a condition in which the
symptoms of the disease may return two or three
decades after they originally surfaced. Living with
Polio follows every physical and emotional stage of
the disease: the loneliness of long separations from
family and friends suffered by hospitalized victims;
the rehabilitation facilitieswhere survivors spent a full
year or more painfully trying to regain the use of their
paralyzed muscles; and then the return home, where
they were faced with readjusting to school or work
with the aid of braces, crutches, or wheelchairs while
their families faced the difficult responsibilities of
caring for and supporting a child or spouse with a
disability. Poignant and gripping, Living with Polio is
a compelling history of the enduring physical and
psychological experience of polio straight from the
rarely heard voices of its survivors.
From the winner of the 2004 PEN Center USA
Literary Award for Creative Nonfiction In his awardwinning memoir "In the Shadow of Memory," Floyd
Skloot told the hard story of coming to terms with a
brain-ravaging virus. "A World of Light," written with
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the same insight, passion, and humor that
distinguished the earlier volume, moves Skloot's
story from the reassembly of a self after neurological
calamity to the reconstruction of a shattered life.
More than fifteen years after a viral attack
compromised his memory and cognitive powers,
Skloot now must do the vital work of recreating a
cohesive life for himself even as he confronts the
late stages of his mother's advancing dementia. With
tenderness and candor, he finds surprising
connection with her where it had long been missing,
transforming the end of her life into a time of
unexpected renewal. At the same time, Skloot and
his wife are building a rich new life at the center of a
small isolated forest on a hillside in rural Oregon,
where a dwindling water supply and the bitter
assaults of the weather bring an elemental
perspective to his attempts to make himself once
more at home in the world. By turns poignant, funny,
and frightening, "A World of Light" balances the
urgency to capture fragmented, fleeting memories
with the necessity of living fully in the present.
An “engrossing” memoir of finding comfort,
company—and mischief—at the famed Georgia retreat
for children with polio (Maureen Corrigan, NPR’s
Fresh Air). Just after her eleventh birthday, Susan
Richards Shreve was sent to the Polio Foundation in
Warm Springs, Georgia. Famously founded by
Franklin Delano Roosevelt after he was disabled by
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the disease himself, the haven would be her home,
off and on, for the next two years. In this piercingly
honest memoir, Shreve recaptures her early
adolescence, as well as an era of American life
gripped by a fearful epidemic. At Warm Springs,
Shreve found herself in a community of similarly
afflicted children, and for the first time she was one
of the gang. Away from her protective mother, she
became a feisty troublemaker and an outspoken
ringleader. She navigated first love, rocky
friendships, religious questions, and family
tensions—and experienced healing of all kinds.
During her stay, the Salk vaccine would be
discovered, ensuring that Shreve would be among
the last Americans to have suffered childhood polio.
“This sensitive, beautifully written memoir can stand
on its own as a glimpse into an era of suffering, and
as a testimony to the human spirit.” —The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution “Shreve succeeds at the
difficult task of recapturing, and communicating,
what it was like to be young.” —People “Part memoir,
part confession, part mediation on both polio and the
president who made it a national cause, Warm
Springs unflinchingly illuminates an iconic moment in
American history.” —O, The Oprah Magazine
From the 1930s to the 1950s, in response to the
rising epidemic of paralytic poliomyelitis (polio),
Texas researchers led a wave of discoveries in
virology, rehabilitative therapies, and the modern
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intensive care unit that transformed the field
nationally. The disease threatened the lives of
children and adults in the United States, especially in
the South, arousing the same kind of fear more
recently associated with AIDS and other dread
diseases. Houston and Harris County, Texas, had
the second-highest rate of infection in the nation,
and the rest of the Texas Gulf Coast was particularly
hard-hit by this debilitating illness. At the time, little
was known, but eventually the medical responses to
polio changed the medical landscape forever. Polio
also had a sweeping cultural and societal effect. It
engendered fearful responses from parents trying to
keep children safe from its ravages and an all-out
public information blitz aimed at helping a frightened
population protect itself. The disease exacted a very
real toll on the families, friends, healthcare
resources, and social fabric of those who contracted
the disease and endured its acute, convalescent,
and rehabilitation phases. In The Polio Years in
Texas, Heather Green Wooten draws on extensive
archival research as well as interviews conducted
over a five-year period with Texas polio survivors
and their families. This is a detailed and intensely
human account of not only the epidemics that swept
Texas during the polio years, but also of the
continuing aftermath of the disease for those who
are still living with its effects. Public health and
medical professionals, historians, and interested
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general readers will derive deep and lasting benefits
from reading The Polio Years in Texas.
The author describes how polio changed his life,
explains how he developed a positive outlook, and
discusses the nature of disability
Childhood immunization is one of the major public
health measures of the 20th century and is now
receiving special attention from the Clinton
administration. At the same time, some parents and
health professionals are questioning the safety of
vaccines because of the occurrence of rare adverse
events after immunization. This volume provides the
most thorough literature review available about links
between common childhood vaccines--tetanus,
diphtheria, measles, mumps, polio, Haemophilus
influenzae b, and hepatitis B--and specific types of
disorders or death. The authors discuss approaches
to evidence and causality and examine the
consequences--neurologic and immunologic
disorders and death--linked with immunization.
Discussion also includes background information on
the development of the vaccines and details about
the case reports, clinical trials, and other evidence
associating each vaccine with specific disorders.
This comprehensive volume will be an important
resource to anyone concerned about the
immunization controversy: public health officials,
pediatricians, attorneys, researchers, and parents.
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