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In this magisterial history, National Book Award winner William H. McNeill chronicles the
interactions and disputes between Latin Christians and the Orthodox communities of eastern
Europe during the period 1081–1797. Concentrating on Venice as the hinge of European
history in the late medieval and early modern period, McNeill explores the technological,
economic, and political bases of Venetian power and wealth, and the city’s unique status at
the frontier between the papal and Orthodox Christian worlds. He pays particular attention to
Venetian influence upon southeastern Europe, and from such an angle of vision, the familiar
pattern of European history changes shape. “No other historian would have been capable of
writing a book as direct, as well-informed and as little weighed down by purple prose as this
one. Or as impartial. McNeill has succeeded admirably.”—Fernand Braudel, Times Literary
Supplement “The book is serious, interesting, occasionally compelling, and always
suggestive.”—Stanley Chojnacki, American Historical Review
One of the most remarkable thinkers of this century, Arnold Toynbee won world-wide
recognition as the author of the monumental ten-volume A Study of History. Its publication and
phenomenal success brought him fame and the highest praise, as the reading public
proclaimed him the most renowned scholar in the world. This thought-provoking, engaging
study of Toynbee, written by one of today's most eminent historians, weaves together Toynee's
intellectual accomplishments and the personal difficulties of his private life. Providing both an
intimate portrait of a leading thinker and a judicious evaluation of his work and his legacy for
the the study of history, William H. McNeill offers both a biography and a commentary on how
to write and understand history. Along with an illuminating discussion of the strengths and
weaknesses of A Study of History and the countless other works written by Toynbee, McNeill
offers a compelling examination of the responses of other historians (including the devastating
attack launched by Hugh Trevor-Roper) and Toynbee's attempts to modify his Study to answer
these criticisms. McNeill also explores his tormented personal life, including his troubled
marriage to Rosalind Murray and the suicide of his son, Anthony. In this sympathetic depiction
of a life, both triumphant and tragic, McNeill brings his skills to bear on one of the greatest
figures in his field, illuminating a career of rare accomplishment.
In Europe’s Steppe Frontier, acclaimed historian William H. McNeill analyzes the process
whereby the thinly occupied grasslands of southeastern Europe were incorporated into the
bodies-social of three great empires: the Ottoman, the Austrian, and the Russian. McNeill
benefits from a New World detachment from the bitter nationality quarrels of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century which inspired but also blinded most of the historians of the region.
Moreover, the unique institutional adjustments southeastern Europeans made to the frontier
challenge cast indirect light upon the peculiarities of the North American frontier experience.
An essay and discussion on the role of the family, vio- lence and tolerance, the future of the
village, the "civi- lized compromise", and life-long learning in the western world. William McNeill
was professor of history at the University of Chicago. Among his publications are A History of
Human Community, History of Western Civilization, Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill
in Human History, and Plagues and People.
Laplanche's work is much more accessible than Jacques Lacan's; is it too much to hope that
his brilliant work will help to reconcile American intellectuals to rigorous speculative thought? -Leo Bersani, Partisan Review
This multidisciplinary reference takes the reader through all four major phases of
interdisciplinary inquiry: adequate conceptualization, rigorous formulation, substantive
interpretation, and innovative implementation. The text introduces a novel synthetic paradigm
of public health reasoning and epidemic modelling, and implements it with a study of the
infamous 14th century AD Black Death disaster that killed at least one-fourth of the European
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This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of plague during the
Black Death pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth of archival and narrative
sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies, and travelers' accounts, as well as recent
scientific research, Nükhet Varlik demonstrates how plague interacted with the environmental,
social, and political structures of the Ottoman Empire from the late medieval through the early
modern era. The book argues that the empire's growth transformed the epidemiological
patterns of plague by bringing diverse ecological zones into interaction and by intensifying the
mobilities of exchange among both human and non-human agents. Varlik maintains that
persistent plagues elicited new forms of cultural imagination and expression, as well as a new
body of knowledge about the disease. In turn, this new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman
administrative response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an early modern
state.
"An anthology featuring award-winning diverse authors about diverse characters. Short stories,
a graphic novel, and a one-act play explore such topics as gentrification, acceptance, untimely
death, coming out, and poverty, and range in genre from contemporary realistic fiction to
adventure and romance"--

Global in scope, William McNeill's widely acclaimed one-volume history emphasizes the
four Old World civilizations of the Middle East, India, China, and Europe, paying
particular attention to their interaction across time as well as the impact on historical
scholarship in light of the mostrecent archaeological discoveries. The engaging and
informative narrative touches on all aspects of civilization, including geography,
communication, and technological and artistic developments, and provides extensive
coverage of the modern era. This new edition includes a thoroughly
updatedbibliographic essay and a new discussion of the most significant events in
world history and civilization since 1976.
Introduction --The Age-old balance between host and parasite --Determinants of
history, agents of human tragedy --The different paths to progress --Why worry in the
Age of Miracles? --A worrisome future is not inevitable --1.How the world starts getting
better --Death, disease, and the fall of prehistoric man --The path to better health in
wealthier nations --A better world begins as a more unequal one --2. --Diseases of
conquest and colony --The colonial and military roots of global health --The path to
better health in poorer nations --Death and demography --The legacy of ebola --The
difference that health aid makes --3.Diseases of childhood --A child survival revolution
--China's other great leap forward --Is healthier wealthier? --The (potential) dividends of
demography --Sunny in Nairobi, with a chance of storms --Cell phones, not factories
--The perils of youth --4. --Diseases of settlement --Cholera and the white death --A
simple solution --Poor world cities --The perils of growing naturally --Climate and the
environment --The Tunis effect --Returning to Dhaka --5.Diseases of place --The growth
industry in Agadez, Niger --People, not just potatoes --Migration as the history of
disease --The world is getting better in worrisome ways --6. --The exoneration of
William H. Stewart --Confronting the complex of multiple causation --The role of aid in
adapting to the decline of infectious diseases --The myth of the good epidemic.
The Elements of Style William Strunk concentrated on specific questions of usage—and
the cultivation of good writing—with the recommendation "Make every word tell"; hence
the 17th principle of composition is the simple instruction: "Omit needless words." The
book was also listed as one of the 100 best and most influential books written in English
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since 1923 by Time in its 2011 list.
"From the author of The Fever, a wide-ranging inquiry into the origins of pandemics
Interweaving history, original reportage, and personal narrative, Pandemic explores the
origins of epidemics, drawing parallels between the story of cholera-one of history's
most disruptive and deadly pathogens-and the new pathogens that stalk humankind
today, from Ebola and avian influenza to drug-resistant superbugs. More than three
hundred infectious diseases have emerged or reemerged in new territory during the
past fifty years, and 90 percent of epidemiologists expect that one of them will cause a
disruptive, deadly pandemic sometime in the next two generations. To reveal how that
might happen, Sonia Shah tracks each stage of cholera's dramatic journey from
harmless microbe to world-changing pandemic, from its 1817 emergence in the South
Asian hinterlands to its rapid dispersal across the nineteenth-century world and its
latest beachhead in Haiti. She reports on the pathogens following in cholera's footsteps,
from the MRSA bacterium that besieges her own family to the never-before-seen killers
emerging from China's wet markets, the surgical wards of New Delhi, the slums of Portau-Prince, and the suburban backyards of the East Coast. By delving into the
convoluted science, strange politics, and checkered history of one of the world's
deadliest diseases, Pandemic reveals what the next epidemic might look like-and what
we can do to prevent it"-A sweeping germ’s-eye view of history from human origins to global pandemics
Plagues upon the Earth is a monumental history of humans and their germs. Weaving
together a grand narrative of global history with insights from cutting-edge genetics,
Kyle Harper explains why humanity’s uniquely dangerous disease pool is rooted deep
in our evolutionary past, and why its growth is accelerated by technological progress.
He shows that the story of disease is entangled with the history of slavery, colonialism,
and capitalism, and reveals the enduring effects of historical plagues in patterns of
wealth, health, power, and inequality. He also tells the story of humanity’s escape from
infectious disease—a triumph that makes life as we know it possible, yet destabilizes the
environment and fosters new diseases. Panoramic in scope, Plagues upon the Earth
traces the role of disease in the transition to farming, the spread of cities, the advance
of transportation, and the stupendous increase in human population. Harper offers a
new interpretation of humanity’s path to control over infectious disease—one where
rising evolutionary threats constantly push back against human progress, and where
the devastating effects of modernization contribute to the great divergence between
societies. The book reminds us that human health is globally interdependent—and
inseparable from the well-being of the planet itself. Putting the COVID-19 pandemic in
perspective, Plagues upon the Earth tells the story of how we got here as a species,
and it may help us decide where we want to go.
As waves of epidemic disease swept the Philippines in the late nineteenth century,
some colonial physicians began to fear that the indigenous population would be wiped
out. Many Filipinos interpreted the contagions as a harbinger of the Biblical Apocalypse.
Though the direct forebodings went unfulfilled, Philippine morbidity and mortality rates
were the world's highest during the period 1883-1903. In Agents of Apocalypse, Ken De
Bevoise shows that those "mourning years" resulted from a conjunction of
demographic, economic, technological, cultural, and political processes that had been
building for centuries. The story is one of unintended consequences, fraught with tragic
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irony. De Bevoise uses the Philippine case study to explore the extent to which humans
participate in creating their epidemics. Interpreting the archival record with conceptual
guidance from the health sciences, he sets tropical disease in a historical framework
that views people as interacting with, rather than acting within, their total environment.
The complexity of cause-effect and agency-structure relationships is thereby
highlighted. Readers from fields as diverse as Spanish, American, and Philippine
history, medical anthropology, colonialism, international relations, Asian studies, and
ecology will benefit from De Bevoise's insights into the interdynamics of historical
processes that connect humans and their diseases.
Plagues and PeoplesAnchor
An analysis of infectious disease as a threat to national security that examines the
destabilizing effects of the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan
Africa, SARS, and Mad Cow Disease. Historians from Thucydides to William McNeill
have pointed to the connections between disease and civil society. Political scientists
have investigated the relationship of public health to governance, introducing the
concept of health security. In Contagion and Chaos, Andrew Price-Smith offers the
most comprehensive examination yet of disease through the lens of national security.
Extending the analysis presented in his earlier book The Health of Nations, Price-Smith
argues that epidemic disease represents a direct threat to the power of a state, eroding
prosperity and destabilizing both its internal politics and its relationships with other
states. He contends that the danger of an infectious pathogen to national security
depends on lethality, transmissability, fear, and economic damage. Moreover, warfare
and ecological change contribute to the spread of disease and act as “disease
amplifiers.” Price-Smith presents a series of case studies to illustrate his argument: the
Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918-19 (about which he advances the controversial
claim that the epidemic contributed to the defeat of Germany and Austria); HIV/AIDS in
sub-Saharan Africa (he contrasts the worst-case scenario of Zimbabwe with the more
stable Botswana); bovine spongiform encephalopathy (also known as mad cow
disease); and the SARS contagion of 2002-03. Emerging infectious disease continues
to present a threat to national and international security, Price-Smith argues, and
globalization and ecological change only accelerate the danger.
The Deadly Truth chronicles the complex interactions between disease and the peoples
of America from the pre-Columbian world to the present. Grob's ultimate lesson is stark
but valuable: there can be no final victory over disease. The world in which we live
undergoes constant change, which in turn creates novel risks to human health and life.
We conquer particular diseases, but others always arise in their stead. In a powerful
challenge to our tendency to see disease as unnatural and its virtual elimination as a
real possibility, Grob asserts the undeniable biological persistence of disease. Diseases
ranging from malaria to cancer have shaped the social landscape--sometimes through
brief, furious outbreaks, and at other times through gradual occurrence, control, and
recurrence. Grob integrates statistical data with particular peoples and places while
giving us the larger patterns of the ebb and flow of disease over centuries. Throughout,
we see how much of our history, culture, and nation-building was determined--in ways
we often don't realize--by the environment and the diseases it fostered. The way in
which we live has shaped, and will continue to shape, the diseases from which we get
sick and die. By accepting the presence of disease and understanding the way in which
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it has physically interacted with people and places in past eras, Grob illuminates the
extraordinarily complex forces that shape our morbidity and mortality patterns and
provides a realistic appreciation of the individual, social, environmental, and biological
determinants of human health.
Chronicles the Great Plague that devastated Asia and Europe in the fourteenth century,
documenting the experiences of people who lived during its height while describing the
harrowing decline of moral boundaries that also marked the period. 40,000 first printing.
Upon its original publication, Plagues and Peoples was an immediate critical and
popular success, offering a radically new interpretation of world history as seen through
the extraordinary impact--political, demographic, ecological, and psychological--of
disease on cultures. From the conquest of Mexico by smallpox as much as by the
Spanish, to the bubonic plague in China, to the typhoid epidemic in Europe, the history
of disease is the history of humankind. With the identification of AIDS in the early
1980s, another chapter has been added to this chronicle of events, which William
McNeill explores in his new introduction to this updated editon. Thought-provoking, wellresearched, and compulsively readable, Plagues and Peoples is that rare book that is
as fascinating as it is scholarly, as intriguing as it is enlightening. "A brilliantly
conceptualized and challenging achievement" (Kirkus Reviews), it is essential reading,
offering a new perspective on human history.
The Power of Plagues presents a rogues' gallery of epidemic- causing microorganisms
placed in the context of world history. Author Irwin W. Sherman introduces the microbes
that caused these epidemics and the people who sought (and still seek) to understand
how diseases and epidemics are managed. What makes this book especially
fascinating are the many threads that Sherman weaves together as he explains how
plagues past and present have shaped the outcome of wars and altered the course of
medicine, religion, education, feudalism, and science. Cholera gave birth to the field of
epidemiology. The bubonic plague epidemic that began in 1346 led to the formation of
universities in cities far from the major centers of learning (and hot spots of the Black
Death) at that time. And the Anopheles mosquito and malaria aided General George
Washington during the American Revolution. Sadly, when microbes have inflicted death
and suffering, people have sometimes responded by invoking discrimination,
scapegoating, and quarantine, often unfairly, against races or classes of people
presumed to be the cause of the epidemic. Pathogens are not the only stars of this
book. Many scientists and physicians who toiled to understand, treat, and prevent these
plagues are also featured. Sherman tells engaging tales of the development of
vaccines, anesthesia, antiseptics, and antibiotics. This arsenal has dramatically
reduced the suffering and death caused by infectious diseases, but these plague
protectors are imperfect, due to their side effects or attenuation and because microbes
almost invariably develop resistance to antimicrobial drugs. The Power of Plagues
provides a sobering reminder that plagues are not a thing of the past. Along with the
persistence of tuberculosis, malaria, river blindness, and AIDS, emerging and
remerging epidemics continue to confound global and national public health efforts.
West Nile virus, Lyme disease, and Ebola and Zika viruses are just some of the newest
rogues to plague humans. The argument that civilization has been shaped to a
significant degree by the power of plagues is compelling, and The Power of Plagues
makes the case in an engaging and informative way that will be satisfying to scientists
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and non-scientists alike.
Could something as simple and seemingly natural as falling into step have marked us
for evolutionary success? In Keeping Together in Time one of the most widely read and
respected historians in America pursues the possibility that coordinated rhythmic
movement--and the shared feelings it evokes--has been a powerful force in holding
human groups together. As he has done for historical phenomena as diverse as
warfare, plague, and the pursuit of power, William McNeill brings a dazzling breadth
and depth of knowledge to his study of dance and drill in human history. From the
records of distant and ancient peoples to the latest findings of the life sciences, he
discovers evidence that rhythmic movement has played a profound role in creating and
sustaining human communities. The behavior of chimpanzees, festival village dances,
the close-order drill of early modern Europe, the ecstatic dance-trances of shamans
and dervishes, the goose-stepping Nazi formations, the morning exercises of factory
workers in Japan--all these and many more figure in the bold picture McNeill draws. A
sense of community is the key, and shared movement, whether dance or military drill, is
its mainspring. McNeill focuses on the visceral and emotional sensations such
movement arouses, particularly the euphoric fellow-feeling he calls "muscular bonding."
These sensations, he suggests, endow groups with a capacity for cooperation, which in
turn improves their chance of survival. A tour de force of imagination and scholarship,
Keeping Together in Time reveals the muscular, rhythmic dimension of human
solidarity. Its lessons will serve us well as we contemplate the future of the human
community and of our various local communities. Table of Contents: Muscular Bonding
Human Evolution Small Communities Religious Ceremonies Politics and War
Conclusion Notes Index Reviews of this book: "In his imaginative and provocative
book...William H. McNeill develops an unconventional notion that, he observes, is
'simplicity itself.' He maintains that people who move together to the same beat tend to
bond and thus that communal dance and drill alter human feelings." DD--John Mueller,
New York Times Book Review "Every now and then, a slender, graceful, unassuming
little volume modestly proposes a radical rethinking of human history. Such a book is
Keeping Together in Time...Important, witty, and thoroughly approachable, [it] could,
perhaps, only be written by a scholar in retirement with a lifetime's interdisciplinary
reading to ponder, the imagination to conceive unanswerable questions, and the
courage, in this age of over-speculation, to speculate in areas where certainty is
impossible. Its vision of dance as a shaper of evolution, a perpetually sustainable and
sustaining resource, would crown anyone's career." DD--Penelope Reed Doob, Toronto
Globe and Mail "McNeill is one of our greatest living historians...As usual with McNeill,
Keeping Together in Time contains a wonderfully broad survey of practices in other
times and places. There are the Greeks, who invented the flute-accompanied phalanx,
and the Romans, who invented calling cadence while marching. There are the Shakers,
who combined worship and dancing, and the Mormons, who carefully separated the
functions but who prospered at least as much on the strength of their dancing as their
Sunday morning worship." DD--David Warsh, Boston Sunday Globe "[A] wide-ranging
and thought-provoking book...A mind-stretching exploration of the thesis that `keeping
together in time'--army drill, village dances, and the like--consolidates group solidarity
by making us feel good about ourselves and the group and thus was critical for social
cohesion and group survival in the past." DD--Virginia Quarterly Review "[This book is]
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nothing less than a survey of the historical impact of shared rhythmic motion from the
paleolithic to the present, an impact that [McNeill] finds surprisingly significant...McNeill
moves beyond Durkheim in noting that in complex societies divided by social class
muscular bonding may be the medium through which discontented and oppressed
groups can gain the solidarity necessary for challenging the existing social order."
DD--Robert N. Bellah, Commonweal "The title of this fascinating essay contains a pun
that sums up its thesis" keeping together in time, or coordinated rhythmic movement
and the shared feelings it evokes, has kept human groups together throughout history.
Most of McNeill's pioneering study is devoted to the history of communal
dancing...[This] volume will appeal equally to scholars and to the general reader."
DD--Doyne Dawson, Military History "As with so many themes [like this one], whether in
science or in symphonies, one wonders (in retrospect) why it has not been invented
before...[T]he book is fascinating." DD--K. Kortmulder, Acta Biotheoretica (The
Netherlands) "This scholarly and creative exploration of the largely unresearched
phenomenon of shared euphoria aroused by unison movement moves across the
disciplines of dance, history, sociology, and psychology...Highly recommended."
DD--Choice
A study on human patterns, interactions, and conflict from the earliest periods in history
considers such topics as the evolution of religion, the western world's dominance in the
world market, and the creation of ancient agriculture. 20,000 first printing.
William H. McNeill’s seminal book The Rise of the West: A History of the Human
Community (1963) received the National Book Award in 1964 and was later named one
of the 100 best nonfiction books of the twentieth century by the Modern Library. From
his post at the University of Chicago, McNeill became one of the first contemporary
North American historians to write world history, seeking a broader interpretation of
human affairs than prevailed in his youth. This candid, intellectual memoir from one of
the most famous and influential historians of our era, The Pursuit of Truth charts the
development of McNeill’s thinking and writing over seven decades. At the core of his
worldview is the belief that historical truth does not derive exclusively from criticizing,
paraphrasing, and summarizing written documents, nor is history merely a record of
how human intentions and plans succeeded or failed. Instead, McNeill believes that
human lives are immersed in vast overarching processes of change. Ecological
circumstances frame and limit human action, while in turn humans have been able to
alter their environment more and more radically as technological skill and knowledge
increased. McNeill believes that the human adventure on earth is unique, and that it
rests on an unmatched system of communication. The web of human communication,
whether spoken, written, or digital, has fostered both voluntary and involuntary
cooperation and sustained behavioral changes, permitting a single species to spread
over an entire planet and to alter terrestrial flows of energy and ideas to an
extraordinary degree. Over the course of his career as a historian, teacher, and mentor,
McNeill expounded the range of history and integrated it into an evolutionary worldview
uniting physical, biological, and intellectual processes. Accordingly, The Pursuit of Truth
explores the personal and professional life of a man who affected the way a core
academic discipline has been taught and understood in America.
"Here, my previous edition of Viruses, Plagues, & History is updated to reflect both
progress and disappointment since that publication. This edition describes newcomers
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to the range of human infections, specifically, plagues that play important roles in this
21st century. The first is Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS), an infection
related to Sudden Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). SARS was the first new-found
plague of this century. Zika virus, which is similar to yellow fever virus in being
transmitted by mosquitos, is another of the recent scourges. Zika appearing for the first
time in the Americas is associated with birth defects and a paralytic condition in adults.
Lastly, illness due to hepatitis viruses were observed prominently during the second
World War initially associated with blood transfusions and vaccine inoculations. Since
then, hepatitis virus infections have afflicted millions of individuals, in some leading to
an acute fulminating liver disease or more often to a life-long persistent infection. A
subset of those infected has developed liver cancer. However, in a triumph of medical
treatments for infectious diseases, pharmaceuticals have been developed whose use
virtually eliminates such maladies. For example, Hepatitis C virus infection has been
eliminated from almost all (>97%) of its victims. This incredible result was the byproduct of basic research in virology as well as cell and molecular biology during which
intelligent drugs were designed to block events in the hepatitis virus life-cycle"-A distinguished historian probes the critical impact of infectious diseases on the development
of world civilizations
Disease and Medicine in World History is a concise introduction to diverse ideas about
diseases and their treatment throughout the world. Drawing on case studies from ancient
Egypt to present-day America, Asia and Europe, this survey discusses concepts of sickness
and forms of treatment in many cultures. Sheldon Watts shows that many medical practices in
the past were shaped as much by philosophers and metaphysicians as by university-trained
doctors and other practitioners. Subjects covered include: Pharaonic Egypt and the preconquest New World the evolution of medical systems in the Middle East health and healing on
the Indian subcontinent medicine and disease in China the globalization of disease in the
modern world the birth and evolution of modern scientific medicine. This volume is a landmark
contribution to the field of world history. It covers the principal medical systems known in the
world, based on extensive original research. Watts raises questions about globalization in
medicine and the potential impact of infectious diseases in the present day.
"A comprehensive encyclopedia of world history with 538 articles that trace the development of
human history -- with a focus on area studies, global history, anthropology, geography,
science, arts, literature, economics, women's studies, African-American studies, and cultural
studies related to all regions of the world"--Provided by publisher.
This fascinating new volume comes complete with color illustrations and features the
methodology and main achievements in the emerging field of paleomicrobiology. It’s an area
research at the intersection of microbiology and evolution, history and anthropology. New
molecular approaches have already provided exciting results, such as confirmation of a single
biotype of Yersinia pestis as the cause of historical plague pandemics. An absorbing read for
scientists in related fields.
William H. McNeill is known for his ability to portray the grand sweep of history. The Global
Condition is a classic work for understanding the grand sweep of world history in brief
compass. Now with a new foreword by J. R. McNeill, this book brings together two of William
Hardy McNeill's popular short books and an essay. The Human Condition provides a
provocative interpretation of history as a competition of parasites, both biological and human;
The Great Frontier questions the notion of "frontier freedom" through an examination of
European expansion; the concluding essay speculates on the role of catastrophe in our lives.
How devastating viruses, pandemics, and other natural catastrophes swept through the farflung Roman Empire and helped to bring down one of the mightiest civilizations of the ancient
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world Here is the monumental retelling of one of the most consequential chapters of human
history: the fall of the Roman Empire. The Fate of Rome is the first book to examine the
catastrophic role that climate change and infectious diseases played in the collapse of Rome’s
power—a story of nature’s triumph over human ambition. Interweaving a grand historical
narrative with cutting-edge climate science and genetic discoveries, Kyle Harper traces how
the fate of Rome was decided not just by emperors, soldiers, and barbarians but also by
volcanic eruptions, solar cycles, climate instability, and devastating viruses and bacteria. He
takes readers from Rome’s pinnacle in the second century, when the empire seemed an
invincible superpower, to its unraveling by the seventh century, when Rome was politically
fragmented and materially depleted. Harper describes how the Romans were resilient in the
face of enormous environmental stress, until the besieged empire could no longer withstand
the combined challenges of a “little ice age” and recurrent outbreaks of bubonic plague. A
poignant reflection on humanity’s intimate relationship with the environment, The Fate of
Rome provides a sweeping account of how one of history’s greatest civilizations encountered
and endured, yet ultimately succumbed to the cumulative burden of nature’s violence. The
example of Rome is a timely reminder that climate change and germ evolution have shaped
the world we inhabit—in ways that are surprising and profound.
This book comprehensively reviews the 10 most influential epidemics in history, going beyond
morbid accounts of symptoms and statistics to tell the often forgotten stories of what made
these epidemics so calamitous. • Discusses epidemic disease as a major driving force in
shaping our world • Brings epidemic diseases out of the background of historical narratives
and demonstrates how they have had an immensely important role in deciding wars, toppling
empires, sparking major leaps in technology, and even changing the human genome •
Integrates science with history, sociology, religion, and other disciplines to provide the reader
with a unique perspective not found in most other accounts of epidemic disease • Shares
fascinating insights such as how an epidemic of yellow fever helped to double the size of the
United States and why tuberculosis was once considered a disease of the intellectual elite
A leading American historian examines the character of the frontiers of European expansion
throughout the modern age, questioning a notion of frontier freedom popular since Turner.
William McNeill argues that social hierarchy characterized the frontier more often than pioneer
equality. As Europeans traveled to various lands, bringing new diseases to vulnerable natives,
formerly isolated populations died in great numbers, creating an "open" frontier where labor
was scarce. European efforts to develop frontier areas involved either a radical leveling of the
hierarchies common in Europe itself or, alternatively, their sharp reinforcement by resort to
slavery, serfdom, peonage, and indentured labor. Juxtaposing national and transnational
experiences and illuminating the complex interchange of peoples (and illnesses) in the modern
era, Professor McNeill brings the history of the United States into perspective as an example of
a process that encircled the globe. His book clarifies both the experience of the global frontier
and the processes that now mark the end of hundreds of year of expansion of the European
center. William H. McNeill is Robert A. Millikan Distinguished Service Professor of History at
the University of Chicago. His numerous books include The Rise of the West (Chicago);
Plagues and Peoples (Doubleday); and The Human Condition (Princeton). Originally published
in 1983. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again
make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

The Rise of the West, winner of the National Book Award for history in 1964, is famous
for its ambitious scope and intellectual rigor. In it, McNeill challenges the SpenglerPage 9/11
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Toynbee view that a number of separate civilizations pursued essentially independent
careers, and argues instead that human cultures interacted at every stage of their
history. The author suggests that from the Neolithic beginnings of grain agriculture to
the present major social changes in all parts of the world were triggered by new or
newly important foreign stimuli, and he presents a persuasive narrative of world history
to support this claim. In a retrospective essay titled "The Rise of the West after Twentyfive Years," McNeill shows how his book was shaped by the time and place in which it
was written (1954-63). He discusses how historiography subsequently developed and
suggests how his portrait of the world's past in The Rise of the West should be revised
to reflect these changes. "This is not only the most learned and the most intelligent, it is
also the most stimulating and fascinating book that has ever set out to recount and
explain the whole history of mankind. . . . To read it is a great experience. It leaves
echoes to reverberate, and seeds to germinate in the mind."—H. R. Trevor-Roper, New
York Times Book Review
Considering studying history at university? Wondering whether a history degree will get
you a good job, and what you might earn? Want to know what it’s actually like to study
history at degree level? This book tells you what you need to know. Studying any
subject at degree level is an investment in the future that involves significant cost. Now
more than ever, students and their parents need to weigh up the potential benefits of
university courses. That’s where the Why Study series comes in. This series of books,
aimed at students, parents and teachers, explains in practical terms the range and
scope of an academic subject at university level and where it can lead in terms of
careers or further study. Each book sets out to enthuse the reader about its subject and
answer the crucial questions that a college prospectus does not.
Viruses are big news. From pandemics such as HIV, swine flu, and SARS, we are
constantly being bombarded with information about new lethal infections. In this Very
Short Introduction Dorothy Crawford demonstrates how clever these entities really are.
From their discovery and the unravelling of their intricate structures, Crawford
demonstrates how these tiny parasites are by far the most abundant life forms on the
planet. With up to two billion of them in each litre of sea water, viruses play a vital role
in controlling the marine environment and are essential to the ocean's delicate
ecosystem. Analyzing the threat of emerging virus infections, Crawford recounts stories
of renowned killer viruses such as Ebola and rabies as well as the less known batborne Nipah and Hendra viruses. Pinpointing wild animals as the source of the most
recent pandemics, she discusses the reasons behind the present increase in potentially
fatal infections, as well as evidence suggesting that long term viruses can eventually
lead to cancer. By examining our lifestyle in the 21st century, Crawford looks to the
future to ask whether we can ever live in harmony with viruses, and considers the ways
in which we may need to adapt to prevent emerging viruses with devastating
consequences. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
In this magnificent synthesis of military, technological, and social history, William H.
McNeill explores a whole millennium of human upheaval and traces the path by which
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we have arrived at the frightening dilemmas that now confront us. McNeill moves with
equal mastery from the crossbow—banned by the Church in 1139 as too lethal for
Christians to use against one another—to the nuclear missile, from the sociological
consequences of drill in the seventeenth century to the emergence of the militaryindustrial complex in the twentieth. His central argument is that a commercial
transformation of world society in the eleventh century caused military activity to
respond increasingly to market forces as well as to the commands of rulers. Only in our
own time, suggests McNeill, are command economies replacing the market control of
large-scale human effort. The Pursuit of Power does not solve the problems of the
present, but its discoveries, hypotheses, and sheer breadth of learning do offer a
perspective on our current fears and, as McNeill hopes, "a ground for wiser action."
Explores the evolutionary interaction between microbes and humans through an
examination of the growth, struggle to survive, and dissemination of disease-causing
protoza, bacteria, and viruses
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