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Nonzero The Logic Of Human Destiny
Curator and space historian at the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum delivers a
brilliantly nuanced biography of controversial space pioneer Wernher von Braun. Chief rocket
engineer of the Third Reich and one of the fathers of the U.S. space program, Wernher von
Braun is a source of consistent fascination. Glorified as a visionary and vilified as a war
criminal, he was a man of profound moral complexities, whose intelligence and charisma were
coupled with an enormous and, some would say, blinding ambition. Based on new sources,
Neufeld's biography delivers a meticulously researched and authoritative portrait of the creator
of the V-2 rocket and his times, detailing how he was a man caught between morality and
progress, between his dreams of the heavens and the earthbound realities of his life.
Do you want more free book summaries like this? Download our app for free at
https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get access to hundreds of free book and audiobook
summaries. Learn about the driving forces of your destiny. As human beings, we constantly
question the concept of fate. Does it exist? Is it intentional? Is it responsible for the directions
of our lives? Fortunately for us, acclaimed scholar and thinker Robert Wright has pondered
these same questions and embarked on an ambitious quest to answer life’s seemingly
unanswerable questions. Nonzero (2001) is the fruit of his labor. Positing that human morality
has evolved for the better and that we have learned to shape our own destinies, Nonzero is a
holistic look back through history.
Nuclear bombs in suitcases, anthrax bacilli in ventilators, tsunamis and meteors, avian flu,
scorchingly hot temperatures: nightmares that were once the plot of Hollywood movies are now
frighteningly real possibilities. Sunstein explores these and other worst-case scenarios and
how we might best prevent them in this vivid, illuminating, and highly original analysis.
From the best-selling author of Gratitude, On the Move, and Musicophilia, a collection of
essays that displays Oliver Sacks's passionate engagement with the most compelling and
seminal ideas of human endeavor: evolution, creativity, memory, time, consciousness, and
experience. Oliver Sacks, a scientist and a storyteller, is beloved by readers for the
extraordinary neurological case histories (Awakenings, An Anthropologist on Mars) in which he
introduced and explored many now familiar disorders--autism, Tourette's syndrome, face
blindness, savant syndrome. He was also a memoirist who wrote with honesty and humor
about the remarkable and strange encounters and experiences that shaped him (Uncle
Tungsten, On the Move, Gratitude). Sacks, an Oxford-educated polymath, had a deep
familiarity not only with literature and medicine but with botany, animal anatomy, chemistry, the
history of science, philosophy, and psychology. The River of Consciousness is one of two
books Sacks was working on up to his death, and it reveals his ability to make unexpected
connections, his sheer joy in knowledge, and his unceasing, timeless project to understand
what makes us human.
NonzeroThe Logic of Human DestinyVintage
This debut book boldly seeks to argue competitively in the same intellectual field as famous
atheists such as RICHARD DAWKINS, CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS, and BERTRAND
RUSSELL, and to do so in the spirit and style of such famous Christian apologists as C.S.
Lewis and RAVI ZACHARIAS, drawing heavily on basic science, history, physics, psychology,
paleontology, anthropology, archeology, neurology, child development and even science
fiction. It describes the evolution of the human brain in ancient hominids allowing humans to
eventually conceive a non-physical realm (the spirit world), and as the mind evolved
intellectually from primitive animism to Christology, God revealed himself gradually as the
developing hominid brain became able to comprehend new ideas. For Believers, the author
presents a new, intellectually satisfying way to understand and defend the Bible. For both
Skeptics and Believers, a worldview is offered that is spiritually meaningful and scientifically
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sound.
Like Guns, Germs, and Steel, a work of breathtaking sweep and originality that reinterprets the
human story. Although we usually think of technology as something unique to modern times,
our ancestors began to create the first technologies millions of years ago in the form of
prehistoric tools and weapons. Over time, eight key technologies gradually freed us from the
limitations of our animal origins. The fabrication of weapons, the mastery of fire, and the
technologies of clothing and shelter radically restructured the human body, enabling us to walk
upright, shed our body hair, and migrate out of tropical Africa. Symbolic communication
transformed human evolution from a slow biological process into a fast cultural process. The
invention of agriculture revolutionized the relationship between humanity and the environment,
and the technologies of interaction led to the birth of civilization. Precision machinery spawned
the industrial revolution and the rise of nation-states; and in the next metamorphosis, digital
technologies may well unite all of humanity for the benefit of future generations. Synthesizing
the findings of primatology, paleontology, archeology, history, and anthropology, Richard
Currier reinterprets and retells the modern narrative of human evolution that began with the
discovery of Lucy and other Australopithecus fossils. But the same forces that allowed us to
integrate technology into every aspect of our daily lives have also brought us to the brink of
planetary catastrophe. Unbound explains both how we got here and how human society must
be transformed again to achieve a sustainable future. Technology: “The deliberate
modification of any natural object or substance with forethought to achieve a specific end or to
serve a specific purpose.”
We're all hypocrites. Why? Hypocrisy is the natural state of the human mind. Robert Kurzban
shows us that the key to understanding our behavioral inconsistencies lies in understanding
the mind's design. The human mind consists of many specialized units designed by the
process of evolution by natural selection. While these modules sometimes work together
seamlessly, they don't always, resulting in impossibly contradictory beliefs, vacillations
between patience and impulsiveness, violations of our supposed moral principles, and
overinflated views of ourselves. This modular, evolutionary psychological view of the mind
undermines deeply held intuitions about ourselves, as well as a range of scientific theories that
require a "self" with consistent beliefs and preferences. Modularity suggests that there is no "I."
Instead, each of us is a contentious "we"--a collection of discrete but interacting systems
whose constant conflicts shape our interactions with one another and our experience of the
world. In clear language, full of wit and rich in examples, Kurzban explains the roots and
implications of our inconsistent minds, and why it is perfectly natural to believe that everyone
else is a hypocrite.
Examines the importance of cooperation in human beings and in nature, arguing that this
social tool is as an important aspect of evolution as mutation and natural selection.
Early in his rise to enlightenment, man invented a concept that has since been variously
viewed as a vice, a crime, a business, a pleasure, a type of magic, a disease, a folly, a
weakness, a form of sexual substitution, an expression of the human instinct. He invented
gambling. Recent advances in the field, particularly Parrondo's paradox, have triggered a
surge of interest in the statistical and mathematical theory behind gambling. This interest was
acknowledge in the motion picture, "21," inspired by the true story of the MIT students who
mastered the art of card counting to reap millions from the Vegas casinos. Richard Epstein's
classic book on gambling and its mathematical analysis covers the full range of games from
penny matching to blackjack, from Tic-Tac-Toe to the stock market (including Edward Thorp's
warrant-hedging analysis). He even considers whether statistical inference can shed light on
the study of paranormal phenomena. Epstein is witty and insightful, a pleasure to dip into and
read and rewarding to study. The book is written at a fairly sophisticated mathematical level;
this is not "Gambling for Dummies" or "How To Beat The Odds Without Really Trying." A
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background in upper-level undergraduate mathematics is helpful for understanding this work. o
Comprehensive and exciting analysis of all major casino games and variants o Covers a wide
range of interesting topics not covered in other books on the subject o Depth and breadth of its
material is unique compared to other books of this nature Richard Epstein's website:
www.gamblingtheory.net
The world faces an environmental crisis unprecedented in human history. Carbon dioxide
levels have reached heights not seen for three million years, and the greatest mass extinction
since the time of the dinosaurs appears to be underway. Such far-reaching changes suggest
something remarkable: the beginning of a new geological epoch. It has been called the
Anthropocene. The Birth of the Anthropocene shows how this epochal transformation puts the
deep history of the planet at the heart of contemporary environmental politics. By opening a
window onto geological time, the idea of the Anthropocene changes our understanding of
present-day environmental destruction and injustice. Linking new developments in earth
science to the insights of world historians, Jeremy Davies shows that as the Anthropocene
epoch begins, politics and geology have become inextricably entwined.
Explores universal questions about humanity's capacity for living and thriving in the coming
age of sentient machines and AI, examining debates from opposing perspectives while
discussing emerging intellectual diversity and its potential role in enabling a positive life.
Examines the concepts of information, meaning, and purpose, describes the function of
information at various levels of organization, and discusses the theories of Edward Fredkin,
Edward O. Wilson, and Kenneth Blouding
In this sweeping narrative that takes us from the Stone Age to the Information Age, Robert
Wright unveils an astonishing discovery: there is a hidden pattern that the great monotheistic
faiths have followed as they have evolved. Through the prisms of archaeology, theology, and
evolutionary psychology, Wright's findings overturn basic assumptions about Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, and are sure to cause controversy. He explains why spirituality has a
role today, and why science, contrary to conventional wisdom, affirms the validity of the
religious quest. And this previously unrecognized evolutionary logic points not toward
continued religious extremism, but future harmony. Nearly a decade in the making, The
Evolution of God is a breathtaking re-examination of the past, and a visionary look forward.
Are men literally born to cheat? Does monogamy actually serve women's interests? These are
among the questions that have made The Moral Animal one of the most provocative science
books in recent years. Wright unveils the genetic strategies behind everything from our sexual
preferences to our office politics--as well as their implications for our moral codes and public
policies. Illustrations.
Challenging the idea that biological evolution is aimless, the author explores his theory that
greater social complexity is "in the cards" for humanity as the species continues to evolve.
Reprint. 40,000 first printing.
How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper Humans are a puzzling
species. On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild, often failing to
overcome even basic challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators.
On the other hand, human groups have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated
languages, and complex institutions that have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast
range of diverse environments. What has enabled us to dominate the globe, more than any
other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone individuals? This book shows that the
secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our collective brains—on the
ability of human groups to socially interconnect and learn from one another over generations.
Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile hunter-gatherers,
neuroscientific findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates
how our collective brains have propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped our
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biology. Our early capacities for learning from others produced many cultural innovations, such
as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile weapons, which in turn
drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and psychology in
crucial ways. Later on, some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts,
such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while also creating the institutions that continue to
alter our motivations and perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are
inextricably interwoven with cultural evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our
species on an extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. Tracking clues from our ancient past to the
present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution of both our cultural and social
natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our species' immense success and
the origins of human uniqueness.
A multidisciplinary study draws on elements of anthropology, psychology, and evolutionary
theory to analyze the relationship between human nature and the history of warfare, offering a
disturbing look at humankind's innate penchant for war. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
A new proposal for integrating the employment of formal and empirical methods in the study of
human reasoning. In Human Reasoning and Cognitive Science, Keith Stenning and Michiel
van Lambalgen—a cognitive scientist and a logician—argue for the indispensability of modern
mathematical logic to the study of human reasoning. Logic and cognition were once closely
connected, they write, but were “divorced” in the past century; the psychology of deduction
went from being central to the cognitive revolution to being the subject of widespread
skepticism about whether human reasoning really happens outside the academy. Stenning and
van Lambalgen argue that logic and reasoning have been separated because of a series of
unwarranted assumptions about logic. Stenning and van Lambalgen contend that psychology
cannot ignore processes of interpretation in which people, wittingly or unwittingly, frame
problems for subsequent reasoning. The authors employ a neurally implementable defeasible
logic for modeling part of this framing process, and show how it can be used to guide the
design of experiments and interpret results.
“Surprising and remarkable…Toggling between big ideas, technical details, and his personal
intellectual journey, Greene writes a thesis suitable to both airplane reading and PhD
seminars.”—The Boston Globe Our brains were designed for tribal life, for getting along with a
select group of others (Us) and for fighting off everyone else (Them). But modern times have
forced the world’s tribes into a shared space, resulting in epic clashes of values along with
unprecedented opportunities. As the world shrinks, the moral lines that divide us become more
salient and more puzzling. We fight over everything from tax codes to gay marriage to global
warming, and we wonder where, if at all, we can find our common ground. A grand synthesis of
neuroscience, psychology, and philosophy, Moral Tribes reveals the underlying causes of
modern conflict and lights the way forward. Greene compares the human brain to a dual-mode
camera, with point-and-shoot automatic settings (“portrait,” “landscape”) as well as a manual
mode. Our point-and-shoot settings are our emotions—efficient, automated programs honed by
evolution, culture, and personal experience. The brain’s manual mode is its capacity for
deliberate reasoning, which makes our thinking flexible. Point-and-shoot emotions make us
social animals, turning Me into Us. But they also make us tribal animals, turning Us against
Them. Our tribal emotions make us fight—sometimes with bombs, sometimes with words—often
with life-and-death stakes. A major achievement from a rising star in a new scientific field,
Moral Tribes will refashion your deepest beliefs about how moral thinking works and how it can
work better.
Bestselling author Michael Shermer's exploration of science and morality that demonstrates
how the scientific way of thinking has made people, and society as a whole, more moral From
Galileo and Newton to Thomas Hobbes and Martin Luther King, Jr., thinkers throughout history
have consciously employed scientific techniques to better understand the non-physical world.
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The Age of Reason and the Enlightenment led theorists to apply scientific reasoning to the nonscientific disciplines of politics, economics, and moral philosophy. Instead of relying on the
woodcuts of dissected bodies in old medical texts, physicians opened bodies themselves to
see what was there; instead of divining truth through the authority of an ancient holy book or
philosophical treatise, people began to explore the book of nature for themselves through
travel and exploration; instead of the supernatural belief in the divine right of kings, people
employed a natural belief in the right of democracy. In The Moral Arc, Shermer will explain how
abstract reasoning, rationality, empiricism, skepticism--scientific ways of thinking--have
profoundly changed the way we perceive morality and, indeed, move us ever closer to a more
just world.
In a book sure to stir argument for years to come, Robert Wright challen+ges the conventional
view that biological evolution and human history are aimless. Ingeniously employing game
theory - the logic of 'zero-sum' and 'non-zero-sum' games - Wright isolates the impetus behind
life's basic direction: the impetus that, via biological evolution, created complex, intelligent
animals, and then via cultural evolution, pushed the human species towards deeper and vaster
social complexity. In this view, the coming of today's independent global society was 'in the
cards' - not quite inevitable, but, as Wright puts it, 'so probable as to inspire wonder'. In a
narrative of breathtaking scope and erudition, yet pungent wit, Wright takes on some of the
past century's most prominent thinkers, including Isaiah Berlin, Karl Popper, Stephen Jay
Gould, and Richard Dawkins. Wright argues that a coolly specific appraisal of humanity's threebillion-year past can give new spiritual meaning to the present and even offer political guidance
for the future. This book will change the way people think about the human prospect.
At once a spirited defense of Darwinian explanations of biology and an elegant primer on
evolution for the general reader, What Evolution Is poses the questions at the heart of
evolutionary theory and considers how our improved understanding of evolution has affected
the viewpoints and values of modern man.Science Masters Series
A story with a big heart about a boy, a coach, the game of baseball, and the game of life.
"There are teachers with a rare ability to enter a child's mind; it's as if their ability to get there at
all gives them the right to stay forever." There was a turning point in Michael Lewis's life, in a
baseball game when he was fourteen years old. The irascible and often terrifying Coach Fitz
put the ball in his hand with the game on the line and managed to convey such confident trust
in Lewis's ability that the boy had no choice but to live up to it. "I didn't have words for it then,
but I do now: I am about to show the world, and myself, what I can do." The coach's message
was not simply about winning but about self-respect, sacrifice, courage, and endurance. In
some ways, and now thirty years later, Lewis still finds himself trying to measure up to what
Coach Fitz expected of him.
A collection of original essays by a leading neurobiologist and primatologist shares the author's
insights into behavioral biology, in a volume that focuses on three primary topics, including the
physiology of genes, the human body, and the factors that shape human social interaction. By
the author of A Primate's Memoir. Reprint. 25,000 first printing.
Pulitzer Prize winner Tracy Kidder memorably records the drama, comedy, and excitement of
one company's efforts to bring a new microcomputer to market. Computers have changed
since 1981, when The Soul of a New Machine first examined the culture of the computer
revolution. What has not changed is the feverish pace of the high-tech industry, the go-forbroke approach to business that has caused so many computer companies to win big (or go
belly up), and the cult of pursuing mind-bending technological innovations. The Soul of a New
Machine is an essential chapter in the history of the machine that revolutionized the world in
the twentieth century.
If, as Darwin suggests, evolution relentlessly encourages the survival of the fittest, why are
humans compelled to live in cooperative, complex societies? In this fascinating examination of
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the roots of human trust and virtue, a zoologist and former American editor of the Economist
reveals the results of recent studies that suggest that self-interest and mutual aid are not at all
incompatible. In fact, he points out, our cooperative instincts may have evolved as part of
mankind's natural selfish behavior—by exchanging favors we can benefit ourselves as well as
others.Brilliantly orchestrating the newest findings of geneticists, psychologists, and
anthropologists, The Origins of Virtue re-examines the everyday assumptions upon which we
base our actions towards others, whether in our roles as parents, siblings, or trade partners.
With the wit and brilliance of The Red Queen, his acclaimed study of human and animal
sexuality, Matt Ridley shows us how breakthroughs in computer programming, microbiology,
and economics have given us a new perspective on how and why we relate to each other.

An eye-opening, mind-bending exploration of how mankind is reshaping its genetic
future, based on the viral TED Talk series “Will Our Kids Be a Different Species?” and
“The Next Species of Human.” Are you willing to engineer the DNA of your unborn
children and grand-children to be healthier? Better looking? More intelligent? Why are
rates of autism, asthma, and allergies exploding at an unprecedented pace? Why are
humans living longer and having far fewer kids? Futurist Juan Enriquez and scientist
Steve Gullans conduct a sweeping tour of how humans are changing the course of
evolution for all species—sometimes intentionally, sometimes not. For example: • What
if life forms are limited only by the bounds of our imagination? Are designer babies and
pets, de-extinction, even entirely newspecies fair game? • As humans, animals, and
plants become ever more resistant to disease and aging, what will become the leading
causes of death? • Man-machine interfaces may allow humans to live much longer.
What will happen when we transfer parts of our “selves” into clones, into stored cells
and machines? Though these harbingers of change are deeply unsettling, the authors
argue we are also in an epoch of tremendous opportunity. Future humans, perhaps a
more diverse, resilient, gentler, and intelligent species, may become better caretakers
of the planet—but only if we make the right choices now. Intelligent, provocative, and
optimistic, Evolving Ourselves is the ultimate guide to the next phase of life on Earth.
Chosen by Nature magazine as a Fall 2016 season highlight.
**Kirkus Best Books of the Year (2013)** From one of our finest and most popular
science writers, and the best-selling author of Your Inner Fish, comes the answer to a
scientific mystery as big as the world itself: How are the events that formed our solar
system billions of years ago embedded inside each of us? In Your Inner Fish, Neil
Shubin delved into the amazing connections between human bodies—our hands, heads,
and jaws—and the structures in fish and worms that lived hundreds of millions of years
ago. In The Universe Within, with his trademark clarity and exuberance, Shubin takes
an even more expansive approach to the question of why we look the way we do.
Starting once again with fossils, he turns his gaze skyward, showing us how the entirety
of the universe’s fourteen-billion-year history can be seen in our bodies. As he moves
from our very molecular composition (a result of stellar events at the origin of our solar
system) through the workings of our eyes, Shubin makes clear how the evolution of the
cosmos has profoundly marked our own bodies. WITH BLACK-AND-WHITE LINE
DRAWINGS THROUGHOUT
Presenting a theory of the theoryless, a computer scientist provides a model of how
effective behavior can be learned even in a world as complex as our own, shedding
new light on human nature.
In his most powerful book to date, award-winning author Timothy Ferris makes a
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passionate case for science as the inspiration behind the rise of liberalism and
democracy. Ferris shows how science was integral to the American Revolution but
misinterpreted in the French Revolution; reflects on the history of liberalism, stressing
its widely underestimated and mutually beneficial relationship with science; and surveys
the forces that have opposed science and liberalism—from communism and fascism to
postmodernism and Islamic fundamentalism. A sweeping intellectual history, The
Science of Liberty is a stunningly original work that transcends the antiquated concepts
of left and right.
The dean of Columbia University's medical school explains why our bodies are out of
sync with today's environment and how we can correct this to save our health. Over the
past 200 years, human life-expectancy has approximately doubled. Yet we face soaring
worldwide rates of obesity, diabetes, high blood pressure, mental illness, heart disease,
and stroke. In his fascinating new book, Dr. Lee Goldman presents a radical
explanation: The key protective traits that once ensured our species' survival are now
the leading global causes of illness and death. Our capacity to store food, for example,
lures us into overeating, and a clotting system designed to protect us from bleeding to
death now directly contributes to heart attacks and strokes. A deeply compelling
narrative that puts a new spin on evolutionary biology, Too Much of a Good Thing also
provides a roadmap for getting back in sync with the modern world.
Why do testicles hang the way they do? Is there an adaptive function to the female
orgasm? What does it feel like to want to kill yourself? Does "free will" really exist? And
why is the penis shaped like that anyway? In Why Is the Penis Shaped Like That?, the
research psychologist and award-winning columnist Jesse Bering features more than
thirty of his most popular essays from Scientific American and Slate, as well as two new
pieces, that take readers on a bold and captivating journey through some of the most
taboo issues related to evolution and human behavior. Exploring the history of
cannibalism, the neurology of people who are sexually attracted to animals, the
evolution of human body fluids, the science of homosexuality, and serious questions
about life and death, Bering astutely covers a generous expanse of our kaleidoscope of
quirks and origins. With his characteristic irreverence and trademark cheekiness,
Bering leaves no topic unturned or curiosity unexamined, and he does it all with an
audaciously original voice. Whether you're interested in the psychological history
behind the many facets of sexual desire or the evolutionary patterns that have dictated
our current mystique and phallic physique, Why Is the Penis Shaped Like That? is
bound to create lively discussion and debate for years to come.
Tom Cutter is a middle-aged sculptor who ekes a nominal living in New York City's art
world. When an unexpected chance of a lifetime comes into his life and he begins
developing a new artwork, he flashes back to being deaf in an all-boys prep school: the
awakenings of his creativity and his first love. The past and present narratives diverge
as he continues working on his commission, and his past becomes more relevant to the
work he is creating. During the opening of the Cleveland exhibition, his artwork's deep
significance is revealed with a surprising twist."The Clay Orchard" is an alternatively
lyrical and fast-paced novel that embraces the creative spirit of becoming an artist while
navigating relationships in a rapidly-changing world.
“A remarkable combination of biology, genetics, zoology, evolutionary psychology and
philosophy.” —Richard Powers, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Overstory “A
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brilliant, thought-provoking book.” —Matt Haig, New York Times bestselling author of
The Midnight Library A wide-ranging take on why humans have a troubled relationship
with being an animal, and why we need a better one Human are the most inquisitive,
emotional, imaginative, aggressive, and baffling animals on the planet. But we are also
an animal that does not think it is an animal. How well do we really know ourselves?
How to Be Animal tells a remarkable story of what it means to be human and argues
that at the heart of our existence is a profound struggle with being animal. We possess
a psychology that seeks separation between humanity and the rest of nature, and we
have invented grand ideologies to magnify this. As well as piecing together the mystery
of how this mindset evolved, Challenger's book examines the wide-reaching ways in
which it affects our lives, from our politics to the way we distance ourselves from other
species. We travel from the origin of homo sapiens through the agrarian and industrial
revolutions, the age of the internet, and on to the futures of AI and human-machine
interface. Challenger examines how technology influences our sense of our own animal
nature and our relationship with other species with whom we share this fragile planet.
That we are separated from our own animality is a delusion, according to Challenger.
Blending nature writing, history, and moral philosophy, How to Be Animal is both a
fascinating reappraisal of what it means to be human, and a robust defense of what it
means to be an animal.
From the bestselling author of the acclaimed Chaos and Genius comes a thoughtful
and provocative exploration of the big ideas of the modern era: Information,
communication, and information theory. Acclaimed science writer James Gleick
presents an eye-opening vision of how our relationship to information has transformed
the very nature of human consciousness. A fascinating intellectual journey through the
history of communication and information, from the language of Africa’s talking drums
to the invention of written alphabets; from the electronic transmission of code to the
origins of information theory, into the new information age and the current deluge of
news, tweets, images, and blogs. Along the way, Gleick profiles key innovators,
including Charles Babbage, Ada Lovelace, Samuel Morse, and Claude Shannon, and
reveals how our understanding of information is transforming not only how we look at
the world, but how we live. A New York Times Notable Book A Los Angeles Times and
Cleveland Plain Dealer Best Book of the Year Winner of the PEN/E. O. Wilson Literary
Science Writing Award

In this thought-provoking book, the acclaimed author of Our Inner Ape examines
how empathy comes naturally to a great variety of animals, including humans.
Are we our brothers' keepers? Do we have an instinct for compassion? Or are
we, as is often assumed, only on earth to serve our own survival and interests?
By studying social behaviors in animals, such as bonding, the herd instinct, the
forming of trusting alliances, expressions of consolation, and conflict resolution,
Frans de Waal demonstrates that animals–and humans–are "preprogrammed to
reach out." He has found that chimpanzees care for mates that are wounded by
leopards, elephants offer "reassuring rumbles" to youngsters in distress, and
dolphins support sick companions near the water's surface to prevent them from
drowning. From day one humans have innate sensitivities to faces, bodies, and
voices; we've been designed to feel for one another. De Waal's theory runs
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counter to the assumption that humans are inherently selfish, which can be seen
in the fields of politics, law, and finance. But he cites the public's outrage at the
U.S. government's lack of empathy in the wake of Hurricane Katrina as a
significant shift in perspective–one that helped Barack Obama become elected
and ushered in what perhaps could become an Age of Empathy. Through a
better understanding of empathy's survival value in evolution, de Waal suggests,
we can work together toward a more just society based on a more generous and
accurate view of human nature. Written in layman's prose with a wealth of
anecdotes, wry humor, and incisive intelligence, The Age of Empathy is essential
reading for our embattled times. "An important and timely message about the
biological roots of human kindness."—Desmond Morris, author of The Naked Ape
The Golden Age is Grand Space Opera, a large-scale SF adventure novel in the
tradition of A. E. Van vogt and Roger Zelazny, with perhaps a bit of Cordwainer
Smith enriching the style. It is an astounding story of super science, a thrilling
wonder story that recaptures the excitements of SF's golden age writers. The
Golden Age takes place 10,000 years in the future in our solar system, an
interplanetary utopian society filled with immortal humans. Within the frame of a
traditional tale-the one rebel who is unhappy in utopia-Wright spins an elaborate
plot web filled with suspense and passion. Phaethon, of Radamanthus House, is
attending a glorious party at his family mansion to celebrate the thousand-year
anniversary of the High Transcendence. There he meets first an old man who
accuses him of being an impostor and then a being from Neptune who claims to
be an old friend. The Neptunian tells him that essential parts of his memory were
removed and stored by the very government that Phaethon believes to be wholly
honorable. It shakes his faith. He is an exile from himself. And so Phaethon
embarks upon a quest across the transformed solar system--Jupiter is now a
second sun, Mars and Venus terraformed, humanity immortal--among humans,
intelligent machines, and bizarre life forms that are partly both, to recover his
memory, and to learn what crime he planned that warranted such preemptive
punishment. His quest is to regain his true identity. The Golden Age is one of the
major, ambitious SF novels of the year and the international launch of an
important new writer in the genre. At the Publisher's request, this title is being
sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
From one of America’s most brilliant writers, a New York Times bestselling
journey through psychology, philosophy, and lots of meditation to show how
Buddhism holds the key to moral clarity and enduring happiness. At the heart of
Buddhism is a simple claim: The reason we suffer—and the reason we make other
people suffer—is that we don’t see the world clearly. At the heart of Buddhist
meditative practice is a radical promise: We can learn to see the world, including
ourselves, more clearly and so gain a deep and morally valid happiness. In this
“sublime” (The New Yorker), pathbreaking book, Robert Wright shows how
taking this promise seriously can change your life—how it can loosen the grip of
anxiety, regret, and hatred, and how it can deepen your appreciation of beauty
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and of other people. He also shows why this transformation works, drawing on
the latest in neuroscience and psychology, and armed with an acute
understanding of human evolution. This book is the culmination of a personal
journey that began with Wright’s landmark book on evolutionary psychology, The
Moral Animal, and deepened as he immersed himself in meditative practice and
conversed with some of the world’s most skilled meditators. The result is a story
that is “provocative, informative and...deeply rewarding” (The New York Times
Book Review), and as entertaining as it is illuminating. Written with the wit, clarity,
and grace for which Wright is famous, Why Buddhism Is True lays the foundation
for a spiritual life in a secular age and shows how, in a time of technological
distraction and social division, we can save ourselves from ourselves, both as
individuals and as a species.
For all the discussion in the media about creationism and 'Intelligent Design',
virtually nothing has been said about the evidence in question - the evidence for
evolution by natural selection. Yet, as this succinct and important book shows,
that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent, and drawn from many disparate
fields of science. The very latest research is uncovering a stream of evidence
revealing evolution in action - from the actual observation of a species splitting
into two, to new fossil discoveries, to the deciphering of the evidence stored in
our genome. Why Evolution is True weaves together the many threads of modern
work in genetics, palaeontology, geology, molecular biology, anatomy, and
development to demonstrate the 'indelible stamp' of the processes first proposed
by Darwin. It is a crisp, lucid, and accessible statement that will leave no one with
an open mind in any doubt about the truth of evolution.
In his bestselling The Moral Animal, Robert Wright applied the principles of
evolutionary biology to the study of the human mind. Now Wright attempts
something even more ambitious: explaining the direction of evolution and human
history–and discerning where history will lead us next. In Nonzero: The Logic of
Human Destiny, Wright asserts that, ever since the primordial ooze, life has
followed a basic pattern. Organisms and human societies alike have grown more
complex by mastering the challenges of internal cooperation. Wright's narrative
ranges from fossilized bacteria to vampire bats, from stone-age villages to the
World Trade Organization, uncovering such surprises as the benefits of barbarian
hordes and the useful stability of feudalism. Here is history endowed with moral
significance–a way of looking at our biological and cultural evolution that
suggests, refreshingly, that human morality has improved over time, and that our
instinct to discover meaning may itself serve a higher purpose. Insightful, witty,
profound, Nonzero offers breathtaking implications for what we believe and how
we adapt to technology's ongoing transformation of the world.
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