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Ten literary experts on the work of Gwendolyn Brooks unite in this collection to provide in-depth analysis on Maud
Martha. Through various essays, this volume explores socio-economic implications, the portrayal of the Black family and
the Black woman, the contemporary culture in Chicago's Bronzeville, and the literary skills of Brooks.
A Bird by Bird for the African-American market--A top-notch writer's guide filled with practical guidance, essays, and
journal exercises for the African-American writer including advice from E.Lynn Harris, Charles Johnson, and Yolanda
Joe. In her introduction, Jewell Parker Rhodes writes: "Never (in four years of college or five years of graduate school)
was I assigned an exercise or given a story example that included a person of color...While the educational system and
the publishing world have become progressively more welcoming of African-American authors, there is still little attention
to educating, supporting, and sustaining the writing process of African-American authors. Free Within Ourselves is a solid
first step--it is the book I wished I had when I started out as a writer. It is meant to be a song of encouragement for
African-American artisits and visionaries. Free Within Ourselves is a step-by-step introduction to fictional technique,
exploring story ideas, and charting one's progress, as well as a resource guide for publishing fiction." For the legions of
people who have a novel stuck in their word processors, help is finally on the way! Free Within Ourselves is an excellent
guide to all the elements necessary to crafting fiction: character development, point of view, plot, atmosphere, dialogue,
diction, sentence variety, and revision. Writing techniques are taught using exercises, journaling, story examples, and
analyses of famous writing fragments, as well as several complete stories (including those of James Baldwin, Zora Neale
Hurston, and Edwidge Dandicat, among others). The book is further enhanced by inspirational advice from successful
contemporary black writers (such as Bebe Moore Campbell, Rita Dove, Henry Louis Gates, John Edgar Wideman, and
others), a bibliography, and a guide to workshops, journals, magazines, contests, and fellowships supportive of black
arts.
Maud Lewis THE HEART ON THE DOOR is the first full-length biography of Maud Lewis (1901-1970), the famous Nova
Scotia folk artist. It includes detailed accounts of her disabilities, including a childhood battle with the juvenile rheumatoid
arthritis which twisted her hands and joints. Despite this deepening and painful affliction she completed and sold
thousands of bright pictures and Christmas cards from her little one-room house in Marshalltown, Digby County, Nova
Scotia, Canada. Throughout her marriage to the illiterate Poor Farm watchman, Everett Lewis, she suffered from poverty
and loneliness, yet triumphed over all with her brilliant, colourful and happy paintings. Her husband would be murdered
for his lockbox of savings taken from the sales of Maud's pictures, on New Year's Day of 1979. This book also gives a
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detailed account of the life of Everett Lewis and his incarceration as a child in the Digby County Poor Farm. This
biography concludes that Maud Lewis, born Maud Catherine Dowley in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia in 1901, gave birth to a
daughter, Catherine Dowley, in 1928, and traces the life of Maud's daughter until her passing. Catherine's attempts to
contact and be accepted by her mother, Maud Lewis, are documented. Catherine's father, Emery Allen, the love of
Maud's life, abandoned Maud to the scandal of small-town life and to her increasing disabilities and loneliness. Excerpts:
"This is a story written in heartbreak. It is the story of a child's wish to be accepted as a human being. It is a story of
murder, poverty and treasure. It is the story of the worth of art in the struggle against pain. This is a story of broken
families, of lonely lives, of a lost love and abandonment. It is a story of murder and a lockbox treasure. It is the story of a
man who made a woman pay for his own frailties. All must be taken together. They belong to each other." "Many of the
famous of our time - the actor Peter Falk, Premier Robert L. Stanfield, the actor Judy Dench - would come to admire
Maud's pictures. Her pictures cheered them up. As with many, however, who came to visit with Maud in her crooked little
house, these famous would never know the strange secrets of this difficult life. Lance Woolaver, Digby County, Nova
Scotia, 2016
Contains a long narrative poem reflecting life in Chicago's Negro ghetto and 9 shorter poems based on contemporary
figures and events
The setting: a small, sleepy American town where secrets are almost impossible to keep. The center of town life: the
Rainbow Cafe where Maud Chadwick works as a waitress, hiding behind a quiet manner the intensity and confusion of
emotions she feels as her twenty-year-old son takes his final steps out of her life and into his own. Maud’s only
confidant: Sam DeGheyn, the town sheriff, who, trapped in a loveless, childless marriage, turns his attentions to Maud,
and to the murders of three local women, which have occurred in the past five years. Sam’s suspicion: that the wrong
man may have been convicted of the crimes and the right man may soon kill again.
For Virginia Woolf, H.D., Mary Butts and Gwendolyn Brooks, things mobilise creativity, traverse domestic, public and
rural spaces and stage the interaction between the sublime and the mundane. Ordinary things are rendered extraordinary
by their spiritual or emotional significance, and yet their very ordinariness remains part of their value. This book
addresses the intersection of spirituality, things and places – both natural and built environments – in the work of these
four women modernists. From the living pebbles in Mary Butts's memoir to the pencil sought in Woolf's urban pilgrimage
in 'Street Haunting', the Christmas decorations crafted by children in H.D.'s autobiographical novel The Gift and Maud
Martha's love of dandelions in Brooks's only novel, things indicate spiritual concerns in these writers' work. Elizabeth
Anderson contributes to current debates around materiality, vitalism and post-secularism, attending to both mainstream
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and heterodox spiritual expressions and connections between the two in modernism. How we value our spaces and our
world being one of the most pressing contemporary ethical and ecological concerns, this volume contributes to the
debate by arguing that a change in our attitude towards the environment will not come from a theory of renunciation but
through attachment to and regard for material things.
A magical, impressionistic autobiography by China’s legendary poet Bei Dao In 2001, to visit his sick father, the exiled
poet Bei Dao returned to his homeland for the first time in over twenty years. The city of his birth was totally
unrecognizable. “My city that once was had vanished,” he writes: “I was a foreigner in my hometown.” The shock of this
experience released a flood of memories and emotions that sparked Open Up, City Gate. In this lyrical autobiography of
growing up—from the birth of the People’s Republic, through the chaotic years of the Great Leap Forward, and on into the
Cultural Revolution—Bei Dao uses his extraordinary gifts as a poet and storyteller to create another Beijing, a beautiful
memory palace of endless alleyways and corridors, where personal narrative mixes with the momentous history he lived
through. At the center of the book are his parents and siblings, and their everyday life together through famine and
festival. Open Up, City Gate is told in an episodic, fluid style that moves back and forth through the poet’s childhood,
recreating the smells and sounds, the laughter and the danger, of a boy’s coming of age during a time of enormous
change and upheaval.
The autobiography of Helen Keller, who lost both sight and hearing by illness at nineteen months, and became a famous author and lecturer.
#1 New York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club Selection The “extraordinary . . . monumental masterpiece” (Booklist) that changed the
course of Ken Follett’s already phenomenal career—and begins where its prequel, The Evening and the Morning, ended. “Follett risks all and
comes out a clear winner,” extolled Publishers Weekly on the release of The Pillars of the Earth. A departure for the bestselling thriller writer,
the historical epic stunned readers and critics alike with its ambitious scope and gripping humanity. Today, it stands as a testament to
Follett’s unassailable command of the written word and to his universal appeal. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of
Kingsbridge, a devout and resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has known . . . of Tom, the mason who
becomes his architect—a man divided in his soul . . . of the beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a secret shame . . . and of a struggle
between good and evil that will turn church against state and brother against brother. A spellbinding epic tale of ambition, anarchy, and
absolute power set against the sprawling medieval canvas of twelfth-century England, this is Ken Follett’s historical masterpiece.
African American culture is often considered expressive, dramatic, and even defiant. In The Sovereignty of Quiet, Kevin Quashie explores
quiet as a different kind of expressiveness, one which characterizes a person’s desires, ambitions, hungers, vulnerabilities, and fears. Quiet
is a metaphor for the inner life, and as such, enables a more nuanced understanding of black culture. The book revisits such iconic moments
as Tommie Smith and John Carlos’s protest at the 1968 Mexico City Olympics and Elizabeth Alexander’s reading at the 2009 inauguration
of Barack Obama. Quashie also examines such landmark texts as Gwendolyn Brooks’s Maud Martha, James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time,
and Toni Morrison’s Sula to move beyond the emphasis on resistance, and to suggest that concepts like surrender, dreaming, and waiting
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can remind us of the wealth of black humanity.
Chicken--both the bird and the food--has played multiple roles in the lives of African American women from the slavery era to the present. It
has provided food and a source of income for their families, shaped a distinctive culture, and helped women defin
A "stylish and sharp" character-driven suspense novel, "with wicked hairpin turns," about a famous novelist and a small-town striver locked in
a struggle for fortune and fame. (Maria Semple, author of Where'd You Go, Bernadette?) Florence Darrow is a low-level publishing employee
who believes that she's destined to be a famous writer. When she stumbles into a job the assistant to the brilliant, enigmatic novelist known
as Maud Dixon -- whose true identity is a secret -- it appears that the universe is finally providing Florence's big chance. The arrangement
seems perfect. Maud Dixon (whose real name, Florence discovers, is Helen Wilcox) can be prickly, but she is full of pointed wisdom -- not
only on how to write, but also on how to live. Florence quickly falls under Helen's spell and eagerly accompanies her to Morocco, where
Helen's new novel is set. Amidst the colorful streets of Marrakesh and the wind-swept beaches of the coast, Florence's life at last feels
interesting enough to inspire a novel of her own. But when Florence wakes up in the hospital after a terrible car accident, with no memory of
the previous night -- and no sign of Helen -- she's tempted to take a shortcut. Instead of hiding in Helen's shadow, why not upgrade into
Helen's life? Not to mention her bestselling pseudonym . . . Taut, twisty, and viciously entertaining, Who is Maud Dixon is a stylish
psychological thriller about how far into the darkness you're willing to go to claim the life you always wanted. One of the Most Anticipated
Books of 2021 GoodReads * LitHub * CrimeReads * Town & Country * New York Post * Wall Street Journal
"The "New Negro" consciousness with its roots in the generation born in the last and opening decades of the 19th and 20th centuries
replenished and nurtured by migration, resulted in the Harlem Renaissance in the 1920s then reemerged transformed in the 1930s as the
Black Chicago Renaissance. The authors in this volume argue that beginning in the 1930s and lasting into the 1950s, Black Chicago
experienced a cultural renaissance that rivaled the cultural outpouring in Harlem. The Black Chicago Renaissance, however, has not received
its full due. This book addresses that neglect. Like Harlem, Chicago had become a major destination for black southern migrants. Unlike
Harlem, it was also an urban industrial center that gave a unique working class and internationalist perspective to the cultural work that took
place here. The contributors to Black Chicago Renaissance analyze a prolific period of African American creativity in music, performance art,
social science scholarship, and visual and literary artistic expression. Each author discusses forces that distinguished and link the Black
Chicago Renaissance to the Harlem Renaissance as well as placing the development of black culture in a national and international context
by probing the histories of multiple (sequential and overlapping--Philadelphia, Cleveland, Detroit, Los Angeles, Memphis) black renaissances.
Among the topics discussed in this volume are Chicago writers Gwendolyn Brooks and Richard Wright, The Chicago Defender and Tivoli
Theater, African American music and visual arts, as well as the American Negro Exposition of 1940"-This book closely examines the mother figure in six works by African American women at various times in American history: Harriet Jacobs’s
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Pauline Hopkins’s Contending Forces, Nella Larsen’s Passing, Gwendolyn Brooks’s Maud Martha, Alice
Walker’s The Color Purple, and Toni Morrison’s Beloved. It studies how the mother in each novel negotiates the ragged, hostile landscape
of a prohibitive environment to love, protect, and raise her children. Delving far deeper than surface explanations, it is informed by
psychological analysis to reveal the forces that create the unique tensions of the African American mother’s life, her inspired strategies for
survival, and the character of the nurturing she gives her children.
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The classic volume by the distinguished modern poet, winner of the 1950 Pulitzer Prize, and recipient of the National
Book Foundation Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters, showcases an esteemed artist's technical
mastery, her warm humanity, and her compassionate and illuminating response to a complex world.
Offers essays on forty-one women authors
A country uncommonly rich in plants, animals, and natural habitats, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam shelters a
significant portion of the world’s biological diversity, including rare and unique organisms and an unusual mixture of
tropical and temperate species. This book is the first comprehensive account of Vietnam’s natural history in English.
Illustrated with maps, photographs, and thirty-five original watercolor illustrations, the book offers a complete tour of the
country’s plants and animals along with a full discussion of the factors shaping their evolution and distribution. Separate
chapters focus on northern, central, and southern Vietnam, regions that encompass tropics, subtropics, mountains,
lowlands, wetland and river regions, delta and coastal areas, and offshore islands. The authors provide detailed
descriptions of key natural areas to visit, where a traveler might explore limestone caves or glimpse some of the
country’s twenty-seven monkey and ape species and more than 850 bird species. The book also explores the long
history of humans in the country, including the impact of the Vietnam-American War on plants and animals, and
describes current efforts to conserve Vietnam’s complex, fragile, and widely threatened biodiversity.
A richly imagined novel that tells the story behind The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, the book that inspired the iconic film,
through the eyes of author L. Frank Baum's intrepid wife, Maud--from the family's hardscrabble days in South Dakota to
the Hollywood film set where she first meets Judy Garland. Maud Gage Baum, widow of the author of the book The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz, met Judy Garland, the young actress playing the role of Dorothy on the set of The Wizard of Oz
in 1939. At the time, Maud was seventy-eight and Judy was sixteen. In spite of their age difference, Maud immediately
connected to Judy--especially when Maud heard her sing "Over the Rainbow," a song whose yearning brought to mind
the tough years in South Dakota when Maud and her husband struggled to make a living--until Frank Baum's book
became a national sensation. This wonderfully evocative two-stranded story recreates Maud's youth as the rebellious
daughter of a leading suffragette, and the prairie years of Maud and Frank's early days when they lived among the
people--especially young Dorothy--who would inspire Frank's masterpiece. Woven into this past story is one set in 1939,
describing the high-pressured days on The Wizard of Oz film set where Judy is being badgered by the director, producer,
and her ambitious stage mother to lose weight, bind her breasts, and laugh, cry, and act terrified on command. As Maud
had promised to protect the original Dorothy back in Aberdeen, she now takes on the job of protecting young Judy.
The imaginative literature of African and Afro-American authors writing in Western languages has long been seen as
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standing outside the Western literary canon. In fact, however, black literature not only has a complex formal relation to
that canon, but tends to revise and reflect Western rhetorical strategies even more than it echoes black vernacular
literary forms. This book, first published in 1984, is divided into two sections, thus clarifying the nature of black literary
theory on the one hand, and the features of black literary practice on the other. Rather than merely applying
contemporary Western theory to black literature, these critics instead challenge and redefine the theory in order to make
fresh, stimulating comments not only on black criticism and literature but also on the general state of criticism today.
In the first comprehensive study of African American war literature, Jennifer James analyzes fiction, poetry,
autobiography, and histories about the major wars waged before the desegregation of the U.S. military in 1948.
Examining literature about the Civil War, the Spanish-American Wars, World War I, and World War II, James introduces
a range of rare and understudied texts by writers such as Victor Daly, F. Grant Gilmore, William Gardner Smith, and
Susie King Taylor. She argues that works by these as well as canonical writers such as William Wells Brown, Paul
Laurence Dunbar, and Gwendolyn Brooks mark a distinctive contribution to African American letters. In establishing
African American war literature as a long-standing literary genre in its own right, James also considers the ways in which
this writing, centered as it is on moments of national crisis, complicated debates about black identity and African
Americans' claims to citizenship. In a provocative assessment, James argues that the very ambivalence over the use of
violence as a political instrument defines African American war writing and creates a compelling, contradictory body of
literature that defies easy summary.
Along the Streets of Bronzeville examines the flowering of African American creativity, activism, and scholarship in the
South Side Chicago district known as Bronzeville during the period between the Harlem Renaissance in the 1920s and
the Black Arts Movement of the 1960s. Poverty stricken, segregated, and bursting at the seams with migrants,
Bronzeville was the community that provided inspiration, training, and work for an entire generation of diversely talented
African American authors and artists who came of age during the years between the two world wars. In this significant
recovery project, Elizabeth Schroeder Schlabach investigates the institutions and streetscapes of Black Chicago that
fueled an entire literary and artistic movement. She argues that African American authors and artists--such as Gwendolyn
Brooks, Richard Wright, Langston Hughes, painter Archibald Motley, and many others--viewed and presented black
reality from a specific geographic vantage point: the view along the streets of Bronzeville. Schlabach explores how the
particular rhythms and scenes of daily life in Bronzeville locations, such as the State Street "Stroll" district or the bustling
intersection of 47th Street and South Parkway, figured into the creative works and experiences of the artists and writers
of the Black Chicago Renaissance.
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"If you wanted a poem," wrote Gwendolyn Brooks, "you only had to look out of a window. There was material always, walking or
running, fighting or screaming or singing." From the life of Chicago's South Side she made a forceful and passionate poetry that
fused Modernist aesthetics with African-American cultural tradition, a poetry that registered the life of the streets and the
upheavals of the 20th century. Starting with A Street in Bronzeville (1945), her epoch-making debut volume, The Essential
Gwendolyn Brooks traces the full arc of her career in all its ambitious scope and unexpected stylistic shifts. "Her formal range,"
writes editor Elizabeth Alexander, "is most impressive, as she experiments with sonnets, ballads, spirituals, blues, full and offrhymes. She is nothing short of a technical virtuoso." That technical virtuosity was matched by a restless curiosity about the life
around her in all its explosive variety. By turns compassionate, angry, satiric, and psychologically penetrating, Gwendolyn Brooks's
poetry retains its power to move and surprise. About the American Poets Project Elegantly designed in compact editions, printed
on acid-free paper, and textually authoritative, the American Poets Project makes available the full range of the American poetic
accomplishment, selected and introduced by today’s most discerning poets and critics.
American Mobilities investigates representations of mobility - social, economic, geographic - in American film and literature during
the Depression, WWII, and the early Cold War. With an emphasis on the dual meaning of "domestic," referring to both the family
home and the nation, this study traces the important trope of mobility that runs through the "American" century. Juxtaposing
canonical fiction with popular, and low-budget independent films with Classical Hollywood, Leyda brings the analytic tools of
American cultural and literary studies to bear on an eclectic array of primary texts as she builds a case for the significance of
mobility in the study of the United States.
The essays in this volume pay tribute to Gwendolyn Brooks's legacy. They explore Brooks's sustained dialectic with American
historical events such as World War II and the Civil Rights movement, the cultural complexities of racial segregation, major
movements in black letters such as the Black Arts movement, modernist ideas promoting individuality and exploring the feelings
associated with loneliness, rejection of the status quo in society, open critique of history and its chroniclers, and revisions of
traditional literary forms, such as the epic and the sonnet, as a means to incorporate a neglected black experience and
contribution into American history and letters. The essays show how Brooks's quest was at times a lonely one. The poet was often
perceived as catering too much to either the white mainstream or the black folk aesthetic, and her agenda to write her own truth as
she saw fit is sometimes lost within her subtle intertextual wordplay with black and white literary influences. Still, it is the fine li
A once-fashionable now fading resort hotel. A spinster aunt living in the attic. Dirt roads that lead to dead ends. A house full of
secrets and old, dusty furnishings, uninhabited for almost half a century. A twelve-year-old girl with a passion for double-chocolate
ice-cream sodas, and decaying lake-fronts, and an obsession with the death by drowning of another young girl, forty years before.
Hotel Paradise is a delicate yet excruciating view of the pettiness and cruelty of small town America. It is a look at the difficult
decisions a young girl must make on her way to becoming an adult and the choices she must make between right and wrong,
between love and truth, between life and death.
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Presenting recent discoveries on ethnomedicinal plants around the world, this book focuses on evaluating the progress to date as
well as the future potential of drug development in ethnomedicine. Eight reviews examine therapeutic applications including the
spasmolitic effects of various plants, the anti-inflammatory activity of plants from Brazil a
Nerman demonstrates how a wide range of symptoms can stem from the body's inability to recover after an injury or trauma. There
are three key steps to regaining health after injury or trauma: removing injury shock; restoring motion; controlling inflammation.
She shows you ways to harness your body's remarkable healing ability in order to reclaim your health and your life.
Maud MarthaGwendolyn Brooks' Maud MarthaA Critical Collection
Drawing on narratological and feminist theory, Susan Sniader Lanser explores patterns of narration in a wide range of novels by women of
England, France, and the United States from the 1740s to the present. She sheds light on the history of "voice" as a narrative strategy and as
a means of attaining social power. She considers the dynamics in personal voice in authors such as Mary Shelley, Charlotte Brontë, Zora
Neale Hurston, and Jamaica Kincaid. In writers who attempt a "communal voice"—including Mary Wollstonecraft, Elizabeth Gaskell, Joan
Chase, and Monique Wittig—she finds innovative strategies that challenge the conventions of Western narrative.
Bringing together noted scholars in the fields of literary, cultural, gender, and race studies, this edited volume challenges us to reconsider our
understanding of the Cold War, revealing it to be a global phenomenon rather than just a binary conflict between U.S. and Soviet forces.
Shining a spotlight on writers from the war’s numerous fronts and applying lenses of race, gender, and decolonization, the essayists present
several new angles from which to view the tense global showdown that lasted roughly a half-century. Ultimately, they reframe the Cold War
not merely as a divide between the Soviet Union and the United States, but between nations rich and poor, and mostly white and mostly not.
By emphasizing the global dimensions of the Cold War, this innovative collection reveals emergent forms of post-WWII empire that continue
to shape our world today, thereby raising the question of whether the Cold War has ever fully ended.
African-American Literacies is a personal, public and political exploration of the problems faced by student writers from the African-American
Vernacular English (AAVE) culture. Drawing on personal experience, Elaine Richardson provides a compelling account of the language and
literacy practices of African-American students. The book analyses the problems encountered by the teachers of AAVE speakers, and offers
African American centred theories and pedagogical methods of addressing these problems. Richardson builds on recent research to argue
that teachers need not only to recognise the value and importance of African-American culture, but also to use African-American English
when teaching AAVE speakers standard English. African-American Literacies offers a holistic and culturally relevant approach to literacy
education, and is essential reading for anyone with an interest in the literacy practices of African-American students.
A moving memoir of a lost African American community in St. Louis
This collection of essays examines popular writer Pearl Cleage’s work, including her novels, short stories and plays. It is the first book-length
consideration of a writer and activist whose bold perspectives on social justice, race and gender have been influential for several decades.
While academically critical, the essays mirror Cleage’s own philosophical commitment to theoretical transparency and translation. The book
includes an in-depth interview with the author and a foreword by former Cleage student and acclaimed novelist Tayari Jones in addition to
essays from contributors representing an interdisciplinary cross-section of academic fields.
Presents a collection of the author's poetry and prose.
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Gathers letters, journal excerpts, orders, and addresses from each part of Washington's life and political career
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