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Engaging and authoritative, Kittleson's important and popular biography is here —
represented with a new cover and new preface by the author. His single-volume
biography has become a standard resource for those who wish to delve into the depths
of the Reformer without drowning in a sea of scholarly concerns.
From “one of the best of the new [Martin Luther] biographers” (The New Yorker), a
portrait of the complicated founding father of the Protestant Reformation, whose
intellectual assault on Catholicism transformed Christianity and changed the course of
world history. “Magnificent.”—The Wall Street Journal “Penetrating.”—The New York
Times Book Review “Smart, accessible, authoritative.”—Hilary Mantel On October 31,
1517, so the story goes, a shy monk named Martin Luther nailed a piece of paper to the
door of the Castle Church in the university town of Wittenberg. The ideas contained in
these Ninety-five Theses, which boldly challenged the Catholic Church, spread like
wildfire. Within two months, they were known all over Germany. So powerful were
Martin Luther’s broadsides against papal authority that they polarized a continent and
tore apart the very foundation of Western Christendom. Luther’s ideas inspired
upheavals whose consequences we live with today. But who was the man behind the
Ninety-five Theses? Lyndal Roper’s magisterial new biography goes beyond Luther’s
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theology to investigate the inner life of the religious reformer who has been called “the
last medieval man and the first modern one.” Here is a full-blooded portrait of a
revolutionary thinker who was, at his core, deeply flawed and full of contradictions.
Luther was a brilliant writer whose biblical translations had a lasting impact on the
German language. Yet he was also a strident fundamentalist whose scathing rhetorical
attacks threatened to alienate those he might persuade. He had a colorful, even impish
personality, and when he left the monastery to get married (“to spite the Devil,” he
explained), he wooed and wed an ex-nun. But he had an ugly side too. When German
peasants rose up against the nobility, Luther urged the aristocracy to slaughter them.
He was a ferocious anti-Semite and a virulent misogynist, even as he argued for
liberated human sexuality within marriage. A distinguished historian of early modern
Europe, Lyndal Roper looks deep inside the heart of this singularly complex figure. The
force of Luther’s personality, she argues, had enormous historical effects—both good
and ill. By bringing us closer than ever to the man himself, she opens up a new vision of
the Reformation and the world it created and draws a fully three-dimensional portrait of
its founder.
A remarkable treatise of Martin Luther. It is the most powerful and concise presentation
of Christian life. Luther has stated ideas of enlightenment with excellent brevity. The
book is a quintessence of the spirit of the Reformation and a guide for practical and
biblical living. A true gem!
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Throughout these essays there runs a common theme: the need to place the
Reformation movement in its medieval context, and to bridge the ideological gaps
between late medieval Renaissance, and Reformation studies. The opening chapters
consider late medieval thought and the emergence of the young Luther at the center of
the Reformation movement. There follows a study of the impact upon Luther of the
philological, spiritual, and philosophical traditions of sixteen-century Europe. These
traditions are fully examined in order to discern what Luther and his followers silently
ignored or rejected, and so to delineate what is new and original in early Reformation
thought. The remaining chapters move from Luther to the wider world of events marking
the Reformation era: the Peasant War, the Copernican Revolution, the beginning of the
Counter-reformation and the reformed initiated by the Council of Trent.
Explores the life of Martin Luther, delving into his life and works, as well as how his
ideas had a profound impact on later conceptions of faith, virtue, and freedom.
He was the most influential man of his day. The movement that began with his posting
of the Ninety-five Theses reshaped Europe, redirected Christian history, and recovered
the truth of Gods word. Five hundred years later, what is Luthers legacy? In this
volume, R.C. Sproul, Stephen J. Nichols, and thirteen other scholars and pastors
examine his life, teaching and enduring influence. Meet Martin Luther, the mercurial
Reformer who, out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, set the world
ablaze.
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'A compelling biography of one of the greatest men of the modern age. Stanford is
particularly brilliant on the tensions inside Luther's private and spiritual life. This is a
very fine book, written with a flourish.' Melvyn Bragg The 31st of October 2017 marks
the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther pinning his 95 'Theses' - or reform proposals - to
the door of his local university church in Wittenberg. Most scholars now agree that the
details of this eye-catching gesture are more legend than hammer and nails, but what is
certainly true is that on this day (probably in a letter to his local Archbishop in Mainz),
the Augustinian Friar and theologian issued an outspokenly blunt challenge to his own
Catholic Church to reform itself from within - especially over the sale of 'indulgences' which ultimately precipitated a huge religious and political upheaval right across Europe
and divided mainstream Christianity ever after. A new, popular biography from journalist
Peter Stanford, looking at Martin Luther from within his Catholic context, examining his
actual aims for Catholicism as well as his enduring legacy - and where he might fit
within the church today. 'Peter Stanford makes the life of Luther into a thrilling narrative,
told from a modern Catholic perspective' Antonia Fraser

This early work on Martin Luther is both expensive and hard to find in its first
edition. It details the life of the monk responsible for translating the Bible from
Latin into German and for inspiring the Lutheran movement. This is a fascinating
work and is thoroughly recommended for anyone interested in the history of
European religion. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to
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the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce. We are republishing these
classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text
and artwork.
Written in the 1840’s, this book was long recognized as the finest biography of
Martin Luther available. As well as containing remarkable insights into the man,
Martin Luther, this volume also presents a survey of the ecclesiastical, political,
and social events leading up to the Reformation, the atmosphere in which it took
place, and the part played by men like Luther. The Life and Times of Martin
Luther is a masterly portrayal of the motives, beliefs, and actions of one of the
men God used to break the chains of Rome in the sixteenth century. His words
and life still speak to us today.
This volume includes the texts of Erasmus's 1524 diatribe against Luther, De
Libero Arbitrio, and Luther's violent counterattack, De Servo Arbitrio. E. Gordon
Rupp and Philip Watson offer commentary on these texts as well. Long
recognized for the quality of its translations, introductions, explanatory notes, and
indexes, the Library of Christian Classics provides scholars and students with
modern English translations of some of the most significant Christian theological
texts in history. Through these works--each written prior to the end of the
sixteenth century--contemporary readers are able to engage the ideas that have
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shaped Christian theology and the church through the centuries.
Famous for setting in motion the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther is often
lifted high as a hero or condemned as a rebel. But underneath it all, he was a
man of flesh and blood, with a deep longing to live for God. This biography by
respected Reformation scholar Herman Selderhuis captures Luther in his original
context and follows him on his spiritual journey, from childhood through the
Reformation to his influential later years. Combining Luther’s own words with
engaging narrative designed to draw the reader into Luther’s world, this spiritual
biography brings to life the complex and dynamic personality that forever
changed the history of the church.
Afresh account of the life of Martin Luther"
Their revolutionary marriage was arguably one of the most scandalous and
intriguing in history. Yet five centuries later, we still know little about Martin and
Katharina Luther's life as husband and wife. Until now. Against all odds, the
unlikely union worked, over time blossoming into the most tender of love stories.
This unique biography tells the riveting story of two extraordinary people and their
extraordinary relationship, offering refreshing insights into Christian history and
illuminating the Luthers' profound impact on the institution of marriage, the effects
of which still reverberate today. By the time they turn the last page, readers will
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have a deeper understanding of Luther as a husband and father and will come to
love and admire Katharina, a woman who, in spite of her pivotal role, has been
largely forgotten by history. Together, this legendary couple experienced joy and
grief, triumph and travail. This book brings their private lives and their love story
into the spotlight and offers powerful insights into our own twenty-first-century
understanding of marriage.
Martin Luther posted his Ninety-five Theses on the church door at Wittenberg in
1517. In the three years that followed, Luther clarified and defended his position
in numerous writings. Chief among these are the three treatises written in 1520.
In these writings Luther tried to frame his ideas in terms that would be
comprehensible not only to the clergy but to people from a wide range of
backgrounds. To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation is an attack on the
corruption of the church and the abuses of its authority, bringing to light many of
the underlying reasons for the Reformation. The second treatise, The Babylonian
Captivity of the Church, contains Luther's sharp criticism of the sacramental
system of the Catholic church. The Freedom of a Christian gives a concise
presentation of Luther's position on the doctrine of justification by faith. The
translations of these treatises are all taken from the American edition of Luther's
Works. This new edition of Three Treatises will continue to be a popular resource
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for individual study, church school classes, and college and seminary courses.
In 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses, an act often linked with the start of the
Reformation. In this work, Eric Leland Saak argues that the 95 Theses do not signal
Luther's break from Roman Catholicism. An obedient Observant Augustinian Hermit,
Luther's self-understanding from 1505 until at least 1520 was as Brother Martin Luther,
Augustinian, not Reformer, and he continued to wear his habit until October 1524. Saak
demonstrates that Luther's provocative act represented the culmination of the late
medieval Reformation. It was only the failure of this earlier Reformation that served as a
catalyst for the onset of the sixteenth-century Protestant Reformation. Luther's true
Reformation discovery had little to do with justification by faith, or with his 95 Theses.
Yet his discoveries in February of 1520 were to change everything.
This book about Luther's theology is written out of a two-fold conviction. First, that many
of our problems have arisen because we have not really understood our own traditions,
especially in the case of Luther; and second, that there is still a lot of help for us in
someone like Luther if we take the trouble to probe beneath the surface. It is an attempt
to interpret Luther's theology for our own day. The fundamental theme of the book is
the "down-to-earth" character of Luther's theology. In using this theme, Forde points out
that we have failed to understand the basic thrust or direction of Luther's theology and
that this failure has caused and is still causing us grief. Modern scholarship has
demonstrated that Luther simply did not share the views on the nature of faith and
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salvation that subsequent generations have foisted upon him and used to interpret his
thinking. This book attempts to bring the results of some of that scholarship to light and
make it more accessible to those who are searching for answers today. The central
questions of Christianity are examined in this fresh restatement of Luther's thought the
God-man relationship, the cross, the sacraments, this world and the next, and the role
of the church. The author presents the "down-to-earth" character of Luther's theology in
the hope that it will help individual Christians today to be both faithful to God and true to
their human and social responsibilities.
Modern interpreters typically attach revolutionary significance to Luther’s Christology
on account of its unprecedented endorsement of God’s ontological vulnerability. This
passibilist reading of Luther’s theology has sourced a long channel of speculative
theology and philosophy, from Hegel to Moltmann, which regards Luther as an ally
against antique, philosophical assumptions, which are supposed to occlude the genuine
immanence of God to history and experience. David J. Luy challenges this history of
reception and rejects the interpretation of Luther’s Christology upon which it is
founded. Dominus Mortis creates the conditions necessary for an alternative
appropriation of Luther’s Christological legacy. By re-specifying certain key aspects of
Luther’s Christological commitments, Luy provides a careful reassessment of how
Luther’s theology can make a contribution within ongoing attempts to adequately
conceptualize divine immanence. Luther is demonstrated as a theologian who
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creatively appropriates the patristic and medieval theological tradition and whose
constructive enterprise is significant for the ways that it disrupts widely held
assumptions about the doctrine of divine impassibility, the transcendence of God,
dogmatic development, and the relationship of God to suffering.
In this psychobiography, Erik H. Erikson brings his insights on human development and
the identity crisis to bear on the prominent figure of the Protestant Reformation, Martin
Luther.
When Martin Luther published his 95 Theses in October 1517, he had no intention of
starting a revolution. But very quickly his criticism of indulgences became a rejection of
the papacy and the Catholic Church emphasizing the Bible as the sole authority for
Christian faith, radicalizing a continent, fracturing the Holy Roman Empire, and dividing
Western civilization in ways Luther—a deeply devout professor and spiritually-anxious
Augustinian friar—could have never foreseen, nor would he have ever endorsed. From
Germany to England, Luther’s ideas inspired spontaneous but sustained uprisings and
insurrections against civic and religious leaders alike, pitted Catholics against
Protestants, and because the Reformation movement extended far beyond the man
who inspired it, Protestants against Protestants. The ensuing disruptions prompted
responses that gave shape to the modern world, and the unintended and unanticipated
consequences of the Reformation continue to influence the very communities, religions,
and beliefs that surround us today. How Luther inadvertently fractured the Catholic
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Church and reconfigured Western civilization is at the heart of renowned historian Brad
Gregory’s Rebel in the Ranks. While recasting the portrait of Luther as a deliberate
revolutionary, Gregory describes the cultural, political, and intellectual trends that
informed him and helped give rise to the Reformation, which led to conflicting
interpretations of the Bible, as well as the rise of competing churches, political conflicts,
and social upheavals across Europe. Over the next five hundred years, as Gregory’s
account shows, these conflicts eventually contributed to further epochal changes—from
the Enlightenment and self-determination to moral relativism, modern capitalism, and
consumerism, and in a cruel twist to Luther’s legacy, the freedom of every man and
woman to practice no religion at all. With the scholarship of a world-class historian and
the keen eye of a biographer, Gregory offers readers an in-depth portrait of Martin
Luther, a reluctant rebel in the ranks, and a detailed examination of the Reformation to
explain how the events that transpired five centuries ago still resonate—and influence
us—today.
Is loving yourself really the solution to all your problems? In the world of popular
psychology, there are few things more protected or indulged than that fragile little trait
known as self-esteem. Today, it’s not the sin of pride we worry about, but the sin of not
liking ourselves enough. In Ego Trip, psychiatrist Glynn Harrison takes aim at what has
become one of Western society’s most entrenched ideologies. He charts the rise of
this ubiquitous value, arguing that the “science” underlying it is flawed, that there is
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little evidence efforts to promote self-esteem work, and that, in its popular form of
“boosterism,” self-esteem promotion comes with hazardous and unwanted side effects.
Is there a more biblically and psychologically secure approach to big questions of
significance and worth? Dr. Harrison asks. You will be intrigued, challenged, and quite
possibly freed by his conclusion: compared with the failed ideology of self-esteem, the
gospel offers the foundation for personal significance and meaning.
Written by one of the world's greatest authorities on Martin Luther, this is the definitive
biography of the central figure of the Protestant Reformation. “A brilliant account of
Luther’s evolution as a man, a thinker, and a Christian. . . . Every person interested in
Christianity should put this on his or her reading list.”—Lawrence Cunningham,
Commonweal “This is the biography of Luther for our time by the world’s foremost
authority.”—Steven Ozment, Harvard University “If the world is to gain from Luther it
must turn to the real Luther—furious, violent, foul-mouthed, passionately concerned. Him
it will find in Oberman’s book, a labour of love.”—G. R. Elton, Journal of Ecclesiastical
History
This first volume in Martin Brecht's three-volume biography recounts Luther's youth and
young adulthood up to the period of the Diet of Worms. Brecht, in a clear, eloquent
translation by James Schaaf, discusses Luther's education at the University of Erfurt,
his monastic life, his canonical trial in 1519, the Leipzig debate, and his earliest
contributions to the beginning of the Reformation. Illustrations enrich the text.
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No other German has shaped the history of early-modern Europe more than Martin
Luther. In this comprehensive and balanced biography we see Luther as a rebel, but
not as a lone hero; as a soldier in a mighty struggle for the universal reform of
Christianity and its role in the world. The foundation of Protestantism changed the
religious landscape of Europe, and subsequently the world, but the author chooses to
show not simply as a reformer, but as an individual. In his study of the Wittenberg
monk, Heinz Schilling - one of Germany's leading social and political historians - gives
the reader a rounded view of a difficult, contradictory character, who changed the world
by virtue of his immense will.
Martin Luther is famous for the moment he nailed his 95 Theses to the church door in
Wittenberg, yet the scope of his influence on the modern world is hardly limited to that
one act. He emerged as a leader of the Reformation, coming onto the European scene
at a time when modes of thought were changing, adapting from the medieval norm of
reliance on authoritative sources such as Aristotle to modern ideas of discovering
knowledge through textual interpretation, experience, and experimentation. Inside you
will read about... ? From Law Student to Monk ? The Angry Monk ? 95 Theses ?
Debater, Reformer and Heretic ? Knight George ? Defining the Lutheran Church And
much more! As his life followed a tumultuous path from student to monk to reformer and
church leader, his emphasis on salvation by faith and the authority of the Bible
alone—not priests or the pope—had lasting impact on the history of the church. While
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Martin Luther may remain a controversial figure, his life and writings undoubtedly
played an important role in the religious, intellectual, and political development of the
Western world.
Sample Text
Few figures in history have defined their time as dramatically as Martin Luther. And few
books have captured the spirit of such a figure as truly as this robust and eloquent life
of Luther. A highly regarded historian and biographer and a gifted novelist and
playwright, Richard Marius gives us a dazzling portrait of the German reformer--his
inner compulsions, his struggle with himself and his God, the gestation of his theology,
his relations with contemporaries, and his responses to opponents. Focusing in
particular on the productive years 1516-1525, Marius' detailed account of Luther's
writings yields a rich picture of the development of Luther's thought on the great
questions that came to define the Reformation. Marius follows Luther from his birth in
Saxony in 1483, during the reign of Frederick III, through his schooling in Erfurt, his
flight to an Augustinian monastery and ordination to the outbreak of his revolt against
Rome in 1517, the Wittenberg years, his progress to Worms, his exile in the Wartburg,
and his triumphant return to Wittenberg. Throughout, Marius pauses to acquaint us with
pertinent issues: the question of authority in the church, the theology of penance, the
timing of Luther's Reformation breakthrough, the German peasantry in 1525, Muntzer's
revolutionaries, the whys and hows of Luther's attack on Erasmus. In this personal,
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occasionally irreverent, always humane reconstruction, Luther emerges as a skeptic
who hated skepticism and whose titanic wrestling with the dilemma of the desire for
faith and the omnipresence of doubt and fear became an augury for the development of
the modern religious consciousness of the West. In all of this, he also represents
tragedy, with the goodness of his works overmatched by their calamitous effects on
religion and society.
A deeply textured dual biography and fascinating intellectual history that examines two
of the greatest minds of European history—Desiderius Erasmus and Martin
Luther—whose heated rivalry gave rise to two enduring, fundamental, and often colliding
traditions of philosophical and religious thought. Erasmus of Rotterdam was the leading
figure of the Northern Renaissance. At a time when Leonardo, Michelangelo, and
Raphael were revolutionizing Western art and culture, Erasmus was helping to
transform Europe’s intellectual and religious life, developing a new design for living for
a continent rebelling against the hierarchical constraints of the Roman Church. When in
1516 he came out with a revised edition of the New Testament based on the original
Greek, he was hailed as the prophet of a new enlightened age. Today, however,
Erasmus is largely forgotten, and the reason can be summed up in two words: Martin
Luther. As a young friar in remote Wittenberg, Luther was initially a great admirer of
Erasmus and his critique of the Catholic Church, but while Erasmus sought to reform
that institution from within, Luther wanted a more radical transformation. Eventually, the
Page 15/22

Where To Download Luther Man Between God And The Devil Heiko A
Oberman
differences between them flared into a bitter rivalry, with each trying to win over Europe
to his vision. In Fatal Discord, Michael Massing seeks to restore Erasmus to his proper
place in the Western tradition. The conflict between him and Luther, he argues, forms a
fault line in Western thinking—the moment when two enduring schools of thought,
Christian humanism and evangelical Christianity, took shape. A seasoned journalist
who has reported from many countries, Massing here travels back to the early sixteenth
century to recover a long-neglected chapter of Western intellectual life, in which the
introduction of new ways of reading the Bible set loose social and cultural forces that
helped shatter the millennial unity of Christendom and whose echoes can still be heard
today. Massing concludes that Europe has adopted a form of Erasmian humanism
while America has been shaped by Luther-inspired individualism.
Martin Luther's theology presented a paradigmatic shift in defining God and humanity,
refuting the foundations of Aristotelian anthropology with a new emphasis on the
Revealed God and his unconditioned grace. Robert Kolb traces the development of
Luther's thinking within the context of late medieval theology and piety at the dawn of
the modern era.

The human population's annual total consumption is not sustainable by one
planet. This unprecedented situation calls for a reform of religious cultures that
promote a large ideal family size. Many observers assume that Christianity is
inevitably part of this problem because it promotes "family values" and
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statistically, in America and elsewhere, has a higher birthrate than nonreligious
people. This book explores diverse ideas about human reproduction in the
church past and present. It investigates an extreme fringe of U.S. Protestantism,
including the Quiverfull movement, that use Old Testament "fruitful" verses to
support natalist ideas explicitly promoting higher fecundity. It also challenges the
claim by some natalists that Martin Luther in the 16th century advocated similar
ideas. This book argues that natalism is inappropriate as a Christian application
of Scripture, especially since rich populations’ total footprints are detrimental to
biodiversity and to human welfare. It explores the ancient cultural context of the
Bible verses quoted by natalists. Challenging the assumption that religion
normally promotes fecundity, the book finds surprising exceptions among early
Christians (with a special focus on Saint Augustine) since they advocated
spiritual fecundity in preference to biological fecundity. Finally the book uses a
hermeneutic lens derived from Genesis 1, and prioritising the modern problem of
biodiversity, to provide ecological interpretations of the Bible's "fruitful" verses.
What Happens When One of America’s Most Admired Biographers Writes His
Own Biography? For Eric Metaxas, the answer is Fish Out of Water: A Search for
the Meaning of Life—a poetic and sometimes hilarious memoir of his early years,
in which the Queens-born son of Greek and German immigrants struggles to
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make sense of a world in which he never quite seems to fit. Renowned for his
biographies of William Wilberforce, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Martin Luther,
Metaxas is the author of five New York Times bestsellers, the witty host of the
acclaimed Socrates in the City conversation series, and a nationally syndicated
radio personality. But here he reveals a personal story few have heard, taking us
from his mostly happy childhood—and riotous triumphs at Yale—to the nightmare
of drifting toward a dark abyss of meaninglessness from which he barely
escapes. Along the way he introduces us to an unforgettable troupe of
picaresque characters who join this quintessentially first-generation American
boy in what is both bildungsroman and odyssey—and which underscores just how
funny, serious, happy, sad, and ultimately meaningful life can be.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Metaxas is a scrupulous chronicler and has
an eye for a good story. . . . full, instructive, and pacey.” —The Washington Post
From #1 New York Times bestselling author Eric Metaxas comes a brilliant and
inspiring biography of the most influential man in modern history, Martin Luther,
in time for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation On All Hallow’s Eve in 1517,
a young monk named Martin Luther posted a document he hoped would spark an
academic debate, but that instead ignited a conflagration that would forever
destroy the world he knew. Five hundred years after Luther’s now famous NinetyPage 18/22
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five Theses appeared, Eric Metaxas, acclaimed biographer of the bestselling
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy and Amazing Grace: William
Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery, paints a startling portrait of
the wild figure whose adamantine faith cracked the edifice of Western
Christendom and dragged medieval Europe into the future. Written in riveting
prose and impeccably researched, Martin Luther tells the searing tale of a
humble man who, by bringing ugly truths to the highest seats of power, caused
the explosion whose sound is still ringing in our ears. Luther’s monumental faith
and courage gave birth to the ideals of liberty, equality, and individualism that
today lie at the heart of all modern life.
LutherMan Between God and the DevilYale University Press
A revolutionary look at Martin Luther, the Reformation, and the birth of publishing,
on the eve of the Reformation's 500th anniversary When Martin Luther posted his
"theses" on the door of the Wittenberg church in 1517, protesting corrupt
practices, he was virtually unknown. Within months, his ideas spread across
Germany, then all of Europe; within years, their author was not just famous, but
infamous, responsible for catalyzing the violent wave of religious reform that
would come to be known as the Protestant Reformation and engulfing Europe in
decades of bloody war. Luther came of age with the printing press, and the path
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to glory of neither one was obvious to the casual observer of the time. Printing
was, and is, a risky business--the questions were how to know how much to print
and how to get there before the competition. Pettegree illustrates Luther's great
gifts not simply as a theologian, but as a communicator, indeed, as the world's
first mass-media figure, its first brand. He recognized in printing the power of
pamphlets, written in the colloquial German of everyday people, to win the battle
of ideas. But that wasn't enough--not just words, but the medium itself was the
message. Fatefully, Luther had a partner in the form of artist and businessman
Lucas Cranach, who together with Wittenberg's printers created the distinctive
look of Luther's pamphlets. Together, Luther and Cranach created a product that
spread like wildfire--it was both incredibly successful and widely imitated. Soon
Germany was overwhelmed by a blizzard of pamphlets, with Wittenberg at its
heart; the Reformation itself would blaze on for more than a hundred years.
Publishing in advance of the Reformation's 500th anniversary, Brand Luther
fuses the history of religion, of printing, and of capitalism--the literal marketplace
of ideas--into one enthralling story, revolutionizing our understanding of one of
the pivotal figures and eras in human history.
This book about Luther's theology is written out of a two-fold conviction. First,
that many of our problems have arisen because we have not really understood
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our own traditions, especially in the case of Luther; and second, that there is still
a lot of help for us in someone like Luther if we take the trouble to probe beneath
the surface. It is an attempt to interpret Luther's theology for our own day. The
fundamental theme of the book is the "down-to-earth" character of Luther's
theology. In using this theme, Forde points out that we have failed to understand
the basic thrust or direction of Luther's theology and that this failure has caused
and is still causing us grief. Modern scholarship has demonstrated that Luther
simply did not share the views on the nature of faith and salvation that
subsequent generations have foisted upon him and used to interpret his thinking.
This book attempts to bring the results of some of that scholarship to light and
make it more accessible to those who are searching for answers today. The
central questions of Christianity are examined in this fresh restatement of
Luther's thought—the God-man relationship, the cross, the sacraments, this world
and the next, and the role of the church. The author presents the "down-to-earth"
character of Luther's theology in the hope that it will help individual Christians
today to be both faithful to God and true to their human and social
responsibilities.
Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and
before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are
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republishing many of these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern
editions, using the original text and artwork.
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