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Lullabies For Little Criminals
An enormously satisfying, exciting and enriching book,
Vikram Chandra's novel draws the reader deep into the lives
of detective Sartaj Singh and Ganesh Gaitonde, the most
wanted gangster in India. Sartaj, the only Sikh inspector in
the whole of Mumbai, is used to being identified by his turban,
beard and the sharp cut of his trousers. But 'the silky Sikh' is
now past forty, his marriage is over and his career prospects
are on the slide. When Sartaj gets an anonymous tip off as to
the secret hideout of the legendary boss of the G-company,
he's determined that he'll be the one to collect the prize. This
is a sprawling, epic novel of friendships and betrayals, of
terrible violence, of an astonishing modern city and its
underworld. Drawing on the best of Victorian fiction, mystery
novels, Bollywood movies and Vikram Chandra's years of first
hand research on the streets of Mumbai, this novel reads like
a potboiling page-turner but resonates with the intelligence
and emotional depth of the best of literature.
I broke all the rules that my dad gave me. It was he who had
given me, in part, the confidence to think of my life as being
worthy to mix with those of the geniuses. —Heather O’Neill
With generosity and wry humour, novelist Heather O’Neill
recalls several key lessons she learned in childhood from her
father: memories and stories about how crime does pay, why
one should never keep a diary, and that it is good to beware
of clowns, among other things. Her father and his eccentric
friends—ex-bank robbers and homeless men—taught her that
everything she did was important, a belief that she has
carried through her life. O’Neill’s intimate recollections make
Wisdom in Nonsense the perfect companion to her widely
praised debut novel, Lullabies for Little Criminals
(HarperCollins).
Page 1/32

Read PDF Lullabies For Little Criminals
Out Front the Following Sea is a historical epic of one
woman's survival in a time when the wilderness is still wild,
heresy is publicly punishable, and being independent is
worse than scorned--it is a death sentence. At the onset of
King William's War between French and English settlers in
1689 New England, Ruth Miner is accused of witchcraft for
the murder of her parents and must flee the brutality of her
town. She stows away on the ship of the only other person
who knows her innocence: an audacious sailor--Owen--bound
to her by years of attraction, friendship, and shared secrets.
But when Owen's French ancestry finds him at odds with a
violent English commander, the turmoil becomes life-or-death
for the sailor, the headstrong Ruth, and the cast of Quakers,
Pequot Indians, soldiers, highwaymen, and townsfolk
dragged into the fray. Now Ruth must choose between
sending Owen to the gallows or keeping her own neck from
the noose.
Shortlisted for the 2017 Sunday Times Young Writer of the
Year From critically acclaimed and Baileys Prize-nominated
author Sara Taylor comes a dazzling new novel about youth,
identity, and family secrets After a fight with Alex’s father, Ma
pulls Alex out of bed and onto a pilgrimage of self-discovery
through her own enthralling past. Guided by a memory map
of places and people from Ma’s life before motherhood, the
pair travels from Virginia to California, each new destination
and character revealing secrets, stories, and unfinished
business. As Alex’s coming-of-age narrative unfolds across
the continent, we meet a cast of riveting and heartwarming
characters including brilliant Annie, who seeks the help of Ma
and Alex to escape the patriarchal cult in which she was
raised, and the tragic young Marisol, whose dreams of
becoming a mother end in heartbreak. Slowly, Alex begins to
realizes that the road trip is not a string of arbitrary stops, but
a journey whose destination is perhaps Ma’s biggest secret
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of all. Told from the perspective of Alex, a teenager who
equates gender identification with unwillingly choosing a side
in a war, and written with a stunningly assured lyricism, The
Lauras is a fearless study of identity, set against the
gorgeously rendered landscape of North America.
Lullabies for Little CriminalsA NovelHarperCollins
'Like Angela Carter, she is relentlessly inventive' Sunday
Times 'Full of pathos, spirit and iridescent innocence'
Independent on Sunday The first novel by the author of The
Lonely Hearts Hotel 12-year-old Baby is used to turmoil in her
life. Her mother is long dead, her father is a junkie and they
shuttle between rotting apartments and decrepit downtown
hotels. As her father's addiction and paranoia grow worse,
she begins a journey that will lead her through chaos and
hardship; but Baby's remarkable strength of spirit enables her
to survive. Smart, funny and determined to lift herself off the
city's dirty streets, she knows that the only person she can
truly rely upon is herself.
“A gorgeous, moving debut.…Marjorie Celona writes with
acute sensitivity to how a child sees her world and renders a
character readers will love in all her glorious self-doubt” (The
Boston Globe). “Y. That perfect letter. The wishbone, fork in
the road, empty wineglass. The question we ask over and
over. Why?…My life begins at the Y.” So opens Marjorie
Celona’s highly acclaimed, exquisite debut about a wisebeyond-her-years foster child abandoned as a newborn on
the doorstep of the local YMCA. Bounced between foster
homes, Shannon endures abuse and neglect until she finally
finds stability with Miranda, a kind but no-nonsense single
mother. Yet Shannon defines life on her own terms, refusing
to settle down and continually longing to uncover her
roots—especially the stubborn question of why her mother
would abandon her on the day she was born. Brilliantly and
hauntingly interwoven with Shannon’s story is the tale of her
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mother, Yula, a girl herself, who is facing a desperate fate in
the hours and days leading up to Shannon’s birth. As past
and present converge, Y tells an unforgettable story of
identity, inheritance, and, ultimately, forgiveness. Celona’s
ravishingly beautiful novel, where “questions are not so much
answered as extended” (The New York Times), offers a
deeply affecting look at the choices we make and what it
means to be a family.
Lilly, the main character of Camilla Gibb’s stunning new
novel, has anything but a stable childhood. The daughter of
English/Irish hippies, she was “born in Yugoslavia, breast-fed
in the Ukraine, weaned in Corsica, freed from nappies in
Sicily and walking by the time [they] got to the Algarve…” The
family’s nomadic adventure ends in Tangier when Lilly’s
parents are killed in a drug deal gone awry. Orphaned at
eight, Lilly is left in the care of a Sufi sheikh, who shows her
the way of Islam through the Qur’an. When political turmoil
erupts, Lilly, now sixteen, is sent to the ancient walled city of
Harar, Ethiopia, where she stays in a dirt-floored compound
with an impoverished widow named Nouria and her four
children. In Harar, Lilly earns her keep by helping with the
household chores and teaching local children the Qur’an.
Ignoring the cries of “farenji” (foreigner), she slowly begins to
put down roots, learning the language and immersing herself
in a culture rich in customs and rituals and lush with glittering
bright headscarves, the chorus of muezzins and the scent of
incense and coffee. She is drawn to an idealistic halfSudanese doctor named Aziz, and the two begin to meet
every Saturday at a social gathering. As they stay behind to
talk, Lilly finds her faith tested for the first time in her life:
“The desire to remain in his company overwhelmed common
sense; I would pick up my good Muslim self on the way
home.” Just as their love begins to blossom, they are
wrenched apart when the aging emperor Haile Selassie is
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deposed by the brutal Dergue regime. Lilly seeks exile in
London, while Aziz stays to pursue his revolutionary
passions. In London, Lilly’s life as a white Muslim is no less
complicated. A hospital staff nurse, she befriends a refugee
from Ethiopia named Amina, whose daughter she helped to
deliver in a back alley. The two women set up a community
association to re-unite refugees with lost family members.
Their work, however, isn’t entirely altruistic. Both women are
looking for someone: Amina, her husband, Yusuf, and Lilly,
Aziz, who remains firmly, painfully, implanted in her heart.
The first-person narrative alternates seamlessly between
England (1981-91) and Ethiopia (1970-74), weaving a rich
tapestry of one woman’s quest to maintain faith and love
through revolution, upheaval and the alienation of life in exile.
Sweetness in the Belly was universally praised for the
tremendous empathy that Gibb brings to an ambitious story.
Kirkus Reviews writes that the novel "reflect(s) the pain,
cultural relocation and uncertainty of tribal, political and
religious refugees the world over. Gibb's territory is urgently
modern and controversial but she enters it softly, with grace,
integrity and a lovely compassionate story. [It is a] poem to
belief and to the displaced–humane, resonant, original,
impressive." According to the Literary Review of Canada,
Sweetness in the Belly is “…a novel that is culturally sensitive,
consummately researched and deeply compassionate…richly
imagined, full of sensuous detail and arresting imagery…Gibb
has smuggled Western readers into the centre of lives they
might never otherwise come into contact with, let alone
understand.”

Ever heard of a culling song? It’s a lullaby sung in Africa
to give a painless death to the old or infirm. The lyrics of
a culling song kill, whether spoken or even just thought.
You can find one on page 27 of Poems and Rhymes
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from Around the World, an anthology that is sitting on the
shelves of libraries across the country, waiting to be
picked up by unsuspecting readers. Reporter Carl
Streator discovers the song’s lethal nature while
researching Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, and before
he knows it, he’s reciting the poem to anyone who
bothers him. As the body count rises, Streator glimpses
the potential catastrophe if someone truly malicious finds
out about the song. The only answer is to find and
destroy every copy of the book in the country.
Accompanied by a shady real-estate agent, her Wiccan
assistant, and the assistant’s truly annoying ecoterrorist
boyfriend, Streator begins a desperate cross-country
quest to put the culling song to rest. Written with a style
and imagination that could only come from Chuck
Palahniuk, Lullaby is the latest outrage from one of our
most exciting writers at work today.
Ion channels are membrane proteins that act as gated
pathways for the movement of ions across cell
membranes. They play essential roles in the physiology
of all cells. In recent years, an ever-increasing number of
human and animal diseases have been found to result
from defects in ion channel function. Most of these
diseases arise from mutations in the genes encoding ion
channel proteins, and they are now referred to as the
channelopathies. Ion Channels and Disease provides an
informative and up-to-date account of our present
understanding of ion channels and the molecular basis of
ion channel diseases. It includes a basic introduction to
the relevant aspects of molecular biology and biophysics
and a brief description of the principal methods used to
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study channelopathies. For each channel, the
relationship between its molecular structure and its
functional properties is discussed and ways in which
genetic mutations produce the disease phenotype are
considered. This book is intended for research workers
and clinicians, as well as graduates and advanced
undergraduates. The text is clear and lively and assumes
little knowledge, yet it takes the reader to frontiers of
what is currently known about this most exciting and
medically important area of physiology. Key Features *
Introduces the relevant aspects of molecular biology and
biophysics * Describes the principal methods used to
study channelopathies * Considers single classes of ion
channels with summaries of the physiological role,
subunit composition, molecular structure and
chromosomal location, plus the relationship between
channel structure and function * Looks at those diseases
associated with defective channel structures and
regulation, including mutations affecting channel function
and to what extent this change in channel function can
account for the clinical phenotype
Bursting with wonder and delicate despair, Serrie
Sullivan longs for the world, but she’s trapped, just like
Dorothy in Oz. Serrie’s got a nasty secret. It’s festering
inside her, because in the gothic Annapolis Valley, hey,
that’s what you do — you never show and you never,
ever tell. As she dashes from her wedding altar on the
run of her life, ardently wanting to understand what has
brought her to this moment, Serrie sweeps us up in an
exhilarating and poignant journey from rural Nova Scotia
to London bars, to strip clubs by the docks, through
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mental hospital wards and rehab centres, back to quiet
verandahs and porch swings in serene Lupin Cove.
Along the way we meet a delightful array of off-beat
characters including Serrie’s best friends, Dearie and
Elizabeth: Dearie, the anglicized Acadian who wants to
go to New Orleans to find her Cajun relatives, and
Elizabeth, who would like nothing better than to spend
the rest of her life picking strawberries. Heave explores
the joys and agonies of family, of what one generation
inherits from the next, and of how past and present are
inexorably linked. Memories weave through the book as
Serrie searches for equanimity in a life that intoxicates
her with its beauty as it knocks her to her knees.
From the acclaimed author of Where Did You Sleep Last
Night, an acidly funny, raw, and devastating love story of
a decrepit, fallen film star and the young feminist
filmmaker who revives his career. Set in disparate parts
of Los Angeles, Chicken uproariously, grievously, relates
the collision and inevitably ruinous paths of two
incendiary figures. One is the once beautiful and very
famous Parnell Wilde, a maverick actor arrogant in his
disastrous fall. The other is Annabel Wrath, a much
younger, idiosyncratic cult filmmaker with contradictory
motives for seeking the older man out. The two are
profoundly altered by their meeting and its harrowing
denouement and manage to save each other from their
paths of torment and dizzying spirals of decline. But
when Parnell is offered the chance to perform in the
sequel to Ultraviolence, the feature film that made him
famous — and to work again with its brilliant but merciless
director — he and Annabel are forced to wrestle with their
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fractured pasts as the extreme, fleeting, and dangerous
world of fame threatens to divide them.
From Michael Ondaatje: an electrifying new novel, by
turns thrilling and deeply moving -- one of his most
vividly rendered and compelling works of fiction to date.
In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy boards a
huge liner bound for England. At mealtimes, he is placed
at the lowly "Cat's Table" with an eccentric and
unforgettable group of grownups and two other boys. As
the ship makes its way across the Indian Ocean, through
the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, the boys find
themselves immersed in the worlds and stories of the
adults around them. At night they spy on a shackled
prisoner -- his crime and fate a galvanizing mystery that
will haunt them forever. Looking back from deep within
adulthood, and gradually moving back and forth from the
decks and holds of the ship to the years that follow the
narrator unfolds a spellbinding and layered tale about the
magical, often forbidden discoveries of childhood and the
burdens of earned understanding, about a life-long
journey that began unexpectedly with a sea voyage.
Lambda Literary Award finalist In Sassafras Lowrey's
gorgeous queer punk reimagining of the classic Peter
Pan story, prepare to be swept overboard into a world of
orphaned, abandoned, and runaway bois who have
sworn allegiance and service to Pan, the fearless leader
of the Lost Bois brigade and the newly corrupted Mommy
Wendi who, along with the tomboy John Michael, Pan
convinces to join him at Neverland. Told from the point of
view of Tootles, Pan's best boi, the lost bois call the
Neverland squat home, creating their own idea of family,
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and united in their allegiance to Pan, the boi who cannot
be broken, and their refusal to join ranks with Hook and
the leather pirates. Like a fever-pitched dream, Lost Boi
situates a children's fantasy within a subversive
alternative reality, chronicling the lost bois' search for
belonging, purpose, and their struggle against the
biggest battle of all: growing up. Sassafras Lowrey is a
straight-edge queer punk who won the Lambda Literary
Emerging Writer Award and was named to the inaugural
Trans 100 list by We Be Trans. Sassafras's books,
Kicked Out, Roving Pack, and Leather Ever After, have
been honored by organizations ranging from the National
Leather Association to the American Library Association.
In the richly interdisciplinary study, Challenging Addiction
in Canadian Literature and Classrooms, Cara Fabre
argues that popular culture in its many forms contributes
to common assumptions about the causes, and personal
and social implications, of addiction. Recent fictional
depictions of addiction significantly refute the idea that
addiction is caused by poor individual choices or solely
by disease through the connections the authors draw
between substance use and poverty, colonialism, and
gender-based violence. With particular interest in the
pervasive myth of the “Drunken Indian", Fabre asserts
that these novels reimagine addiction as social suffering
rather than individual pathology or moral failure. Fabre
builds on the growing body of humanities research that
brings literature into active engagement with other fields
of study including biomedical and cognitive behavioural
models of addiction, medical and health policies of harm
reduction, and the practices of Alcoholics Anonymous.
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The book further engages with critical pedagogical
strategies to teach critical awareness of stereotypes of
addiction and to encourage the potential of literary
analysis as a form of social activism.
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and
CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for
challenging works of literature. This 61-page guide for
"Lullabies for Little Criminals" by Heather O'Neill includes
detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 41
chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25 important quotes,
essay topics, and key themes like Innocence Lost and
The Cyclical Nature of Criminality and Poverty.
A spellbinding story about two girls whose friendship is
so intense it not only threatens to destroy them, it
changes the trajectory of history. Marie Antoine is the
charismatic, spoiled daughter of a sugar baron. At 12
years old, with her blond curls and her unparalleled
sense of whimsey, she's the leader of all the children in
the Golden Mile, an affluent strip of 19th century
Montreal. Until one day in 1873, when Sadie Arnett, darkhaired, sly, and brilliant, moves to the neighborhood.
Marie and Sadie are immediately united by their passion
and intensity, and they attract and repel each other in
ways that light each of them on fire. Marie with her
bubbly charm sees the light and sweetness of the world,
whereas Sadie's obsession with darkness is all
consuming. Soon their childlike games take on a thrill of
danger and then become deadly. Forced to separate,
they spend their teenage years engaged in acts of
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alternating innocence and depravity--until a singular
event unites them once more, with dizzying effects. And
after Marie inherits her father's sugar empire and Sadie
disappears into the city's gritty underworld, a revolution
of the working class begins to foment. Each of them will
have unexpected roles to play in events that upend their
city--the only question is whether they will find each other
once more. Traveling from a repressive finishing school
to a vibrant brothel, taking readers firsthand into the
brutality of factory life and the opulent lives of Montreal's
wealthy, When We Lost Our Heads dazzlingly explores
gender and power, sex and desire, class and status, and
the terrifying power of the human heart when it can't let
someone go.
Heather O'Neill dazzles with a first novel of extraordinary
prescience and power, a subtly understated yet searingly
effective story of a young life on the streets—and the
strength, wits, and luck necessary for survival. At
thirteen, Baby vacillates between childhood comforts and
adult temptation: still young enough to drag her dolls
around in a vinyl suitcase yet old enough to know more
than she should about urban cruelties. Motherless, she
lives with her father, Jules, who takes better care of his
heroin habit than he does of his daughter. Baby's gift is a
genius for spinning stories and for cherishing the small
crumbs of happiness that fall into her lap. But her
blossoming beauty has captured the attention of a
charismatic and dangerous local pimp who runs an army
of sad, slavishly devoted girls—a volatile situation even
the normally oblivious Jules cannot ignore. And when an
escape disguised as betrayal threatens to crush Baby's
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spirit, she will ultimately realize that the power of
salvation rests in her hands alone.
Why do race relations appear to be getting worse instead
of better since the election and reelection of the country's
first black president? David Ikard speaks directly to us, in
the first person, as a professor and father and also as
self-described working-class country boy from a small
town in North Carolina, His lively account teems with
anecdotes--from gritty to elegant, sometimes scary,
sometimes funny, sometimes endearing--that show how
parasitically white identity is bound up with black identity
in America. Ikard thinks critically about the emotional
tenacity, political utility, and bankability of willful white
blindness in the 21st century. A key to his analytic
reflections on race highlights the three tropes of white
supremacy which help to perpetuate willful white
blindness, tropes that remain alive and well today as
cultural buffers which afford whites the luxury of ignoring
their racial privilege and the cost that blacks incur as a
result of them. The tropes are: lovable racists, magical
negroes, and white messiahs. Ikard is definitely
reformist: teachers, parents, students, professors can
use such tropes to resist the social and psychological
dangers presented by seemingly neutral terms and
values which in fact wield white normative power. The
lovable racist trope encourages whites to see racism as
a minor character flaw (Ikard includes commentary on
the "good" slaveowner, William Ford, in Twelve Years a
Slave, and offers up examples of the veneer of lovability
that attaches to xenophobic, racist presidential candidate
Donald Trump). The white messiah trope serves to
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conflate whiteness with goodness, godliness, and other
virtues (extended discussion of Santa Claus or Bill
Clinton makes for fun reading, as does Ikard's teasing
out of messiah patterns in movie scripts like The Green
Mile and Avatar). The magical negro trope situates
blacks as mascots or surrogates for affirmations of white
humanity (Uncle Tom and Nigger Jim are just two
examples, and President Obama employed the trope
with subtlety in both of his campaigns). In general, this
book investigates the tenacity and cultural capital of
white redemption narratives in literature and popular
media from Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin
to Kathryn Stockett's best-selling book (and movie
blockbuster), The Help.
Inventive, outlandish, and tender fairy tales from a
bestselling author The fantastic has always been at the
edges of Heather O'Neill's work. In her bestselling novels
Lullabies for Little Criminals and The Girl Who Was
Saturday Night, she transformed the shabbiest streets of
Montreal with her beautiful, freewheeling metaphors. She
described the smallest of things—a stray cat or a secondhand coat—with an intensity that made them otherworldly.
In Daydreams of Angels, O'Neill's first collection of short
stories, she gives free reign to her imaginative gifts. In
"The Ugly Ducklings," generations of Nureyev clones live
out their lives in a grand Soviet experiment. In "Dear
Piglet," a teenaged cult follower writes a letter to explain
the motivation behind her crime. And in another tale, a
grandmother reveals where babies come from: the
beach, where young mothers-to-be hunt for infants in the
surf. Each of these beguiling stories twists the beloved
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narratives of childhood—fairy tales, storybooks, Bible
stories—to uncover the deepest truths of family life.
NAMED A BEST BOOK OF 2017 BY THE BOSTON
GLOBE AND THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE "So
filled with vivid descriptions and complex characters that
the reader's experience is virtually cinematic. . . Utterly
compelling." – The Washington Post A spellbinding story
about two gifted orphans – in love with each other since
they can remember – whose childhood talents allow
them to rewrite their future. The Lonely Hearts Hotel is a
love story with the power of legend. An unparalleled tale
of charismatic pianos, invisible dance partners,
radicalized chorus girls, drug-addicted musicians,
brooding clowns, and an underworld whose economy
hinges on the price of a kiss. In a landscape like this, it
takes great creative gifts to thwart one’s origins. It might
also take true love. Two babies are abandoned in a
Montreal orphanage in the winter of 1914. Before long,
their talents emerge: Pierrot is a piano prodigy; Rose
lights up even the dreariest room with her dancing and
comedy. As they travel around the city performing clown
routines, the children fall in love with each other and
dream up a plan for the most extraordinary and
seductive circus show the world has ever seen.
Separated as teenagers, sent off to work as servants
during the Great Depression, both descend into the
city’s underworld, dabbling in sex, drugs and theft in
order to survive. But when Rose and Pierrot finally
reunite beneath the snowflakes – after years of
searching and desperate poverty – the possibilities of
their childhood dreams are renewed, and they’ll go to
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extreme lengths to make them come true. Soon, Rose,
Pierrot and their troupe of clowns and chorus girls have
hit New York, commanding the stage as well as the
alleys, and neither the theater nor the underworld will
ever look the same. With her musical language and
extravagantly realized world, Heather O’Neill enchants
us with a novel so magical there is no escaping its spell.
Mercy Among the Children received effusive praise from
the critics, was nominated for a Governor General’s
Award and won the Giller Prize. It was named one of
2000’s best books, became a national bestseller in
hardcover for months, and would be published in the US
and UK. It is seen, however, as being at odds with
literary fashion for concerning itself with good and evil
and the human freedom to choose between them — an
approach that puts Richards, as Maclean’s magazine
says, firmly in the tradition of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky.
Author Wayne Johnston recounts hearing Richards read
in 1983 and being struck by his unqualified love for every
one of his characters, even though “it was not then
fashionable to love your characters”. Pottersfield
Portfolio editor Tony Tremblay calls Richards the most
misunderstood Canadian writer of the century, and a
“great moralist”, comparing him to Morley Callaghan,
Kafka and Melville. As a boy, Sydney Henderson thinks
he has killed Connie Devlin when he pushes him from a
roof for stealing his sandwich. He vows to God he will
never again harm another if Connie survives. Connie
walks away, laughing, and Sydney embarks upon a life
of self-immolating goodness. In spite of having educated
himself with such classics as Tolstoy and Marcus
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Aurelius, he is not taken seriously enough to enter
university because of his background of dire poverty and
abuse, which leads everyone to expect the worst of him.
His saintly generosity of spirit is treated with suspicion
and contempt, especially when he manages to win the
love of beautiful Elly. Unwilling to harm another in
thought or deed, or to defend himself against false
accusations, he is exploited and tormented by others in
this rural community, and finally implicated in the death
of a 19-year-old boy. Lyle Henderson knows his father is
innocent, but is angry that the family has been ridiculed
for years, and that his mother and sister suffer for it. He
feels betrayed by his father’s passivity in the face of one
blow after another, and unable to accept his belief in longterm salvation. Unlike his father, he cannot believe that
evil will be punished in the end. While his father turns the
other cheek, Lyle decides the right way is in fighting, and
embarks on a morally empty life of stealing, drinking and
violence. A compassionate, powerful story of humanity
confronting inhumanity, it is a culmination of Richards’
last seven books, beginning with Road to the Stilt House.
It takes place in New Brunswick’s Miramichi Valley, like
all of his novels so far, which has led some urban critics
to misjudge his work as regional — a criticism leveled at
Thomas Hardy, Joseph Conrad and Emily Bronte in their
own day. Like his literary heroes, Richards aims to evoke
universal human struggles through his depiction of the
events of a small, rural place, where one person’s
actions impact inevitably on others in a tragic web of
interconnectedness. The setting is extremely important in
Richards’ work, “because the characters come from the
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soil”; but as British Columbia author Jack Hodgins once
told Richards, “every character you talk about is a
character I've met here in Campbell River”.
A propulsive literary page-turner about a family torn apart
by a mother’s obsession with a sound that no one else
can hear One night, while lying in bed next to her
husband, Claire Devon suddenly hears a low hum. This
innocuous sound, which no one else in the house can
hear, has no obvious source or medical cause, but it
begins to upset the balance of Claire’s life. When she
discovers that one of her students can also hear the
hum, the two strike up an unlikely and intimate
friendship. Finding themselves increasingly isolated from
their families and colleagues, they fall in with a disparate
group of people who also perceive the sound. What
starts out as a kind of neighbourhood self-help group
gradually transforms into something much more extreme,
with far-reaching, devastating consequences. The
Listeners is an electrifying novel that treads the
thresholds of faith, conspiracy and mania. Compelling
and exhilarating, it forces us to consider how strongly we
hold on to what we perceive, and the way different views
can tear a family apart.
An international cult classic and a New York Times
Notable Book of the Year, The Crying Heart Tattoo
follows the unlikely romance between a young man and
a woman more than twice his age. Beginning their
relationship when Sonny is just fourteen and Felicity
thirty-four, the couple share a poignant history together
that ends only upon Felicity's passing -- despite four
marriages, numerous obstacles, and enough
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misadventures to challenge the most loyal of lovers. At
once heartbreaking and euphoric, their story mirrors the
tale that Felicity has passed down to Sonny, a story
uncanny in its similarity to their own: when a prehistoric
outcast locates her former tribe, she falls in love with a
young boy. A masterful novel first published a quarter of
a century ago, The Crying Heart Tattoo keeps the
impossible within reach, proving once and for all that the
struggle for true love is worth everything.

In this stunning coming-of-age novel, award-winner
Miriam Toews balances grief and hope in the voice
of a witty, beleaguered teenager whose family is
shattered by fundamentalist Christianity "Half of our
family, the better–looking half, is missing," Nomi
Nickel tells us at the beginning of A Complicated
Kindness. Left alone with her sad, peculiar father,
her days are spent piecing together why her mother
and sister have disappeared and contemplating her
inevitable career at Happy Family Farms, a chicken
slaughterhouse on the outskirts of East Village. Not
the East Village in New York City where Nomi would
prefer to live, but an oppressive town founded by
Mennonites on the cold, flat plains of Manitoba,
Canada. This darkly funny novel is the world
according to the unforgettable Nomi, a bewildered
and wry sixteen–year–old trapped in a town
governed by fundamentalist religion and in the
shattered remains of a family it destroyed. In Nomi's
droll, refreshing voice, we're told the story of an
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eccentric, loving family that falls apart as each
member lands on a collision course with the only
community any of them have ever known. A work of
fierce humor and tragedy by a writer who has taken
the American market by storm, this searing, tender,
comic testament to family love will break your heart.
Welcome to ’90s Montreal. It’s been five years
since the OKA crisis and the sex garage riots; the
queers are rioting against assimilation, cocktail AIDS
drugs are starting to work, and the city walls on
either side of the Main are spray-painted with the
words YES or NO. Revolution seems possible to
eighteen-year-old Eve, who is pining to get out of her
parent’s house in Dorval and find a girl who wants to
kiss her back. She meets Della: ten years older,
mysterious, defiantly non-monogamous, and an avid
separatist. Their explosive beginning and volatile
relationship paves a path for the personal and
political to collide on the night of the referendum.
Rory Hendrix is the least likely of Girl Scouts. She
hasn't got a troop or even a badge to call her own.
But she's checked the Handbook out from the
elementary school library so many times that her
name fills all the lines on the card, and she pores
over its surreal advice (Uniforms, disposing of
outgrown; The Right Use of Your Body; Finding Your
Way When Lost) for tips to get off the Calle: that is,
the Calle de las Flores, the Reno trailer park where
she lives with her mother, Jo, the sweet-faced, hardPage 20/32
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luck bartender at the Truck Stop. Rory's been told
that she is one of the "third-generation bastards
surely on the road to whoredom." But she's
determined to prove the county and her own family
wrong. Brash, sassy, vulnerable, wise, and terrified,
she struggles with her mother's habit of trusting the
wrong men, and the mixed blessing of being too
smart for her own good. From diary entries, social
workers' reports, half-recalled memories, arrest
records, family lore, Supreme Court opinions, and
her grandmother's letters, Rory crafts a devastating
collage that shows us her world even as she
searches for the way out of it. Tupelo Hassman's
Girlchild is a heart-stopping and original debut.
It is Paris, 1815. An extraordinarily shaped South
African girl known as the Hottentot Venus, dressed
only in feathers and beads, swings from a crystal
chandelier in the duchess of Berry’s ballroom.
Below her, the audience shouts insults and
pornographic obscenities. Among these spectators is
Napoleon’s physician and the most famous
naturalist in Europe, the Baron George Cuvier,
whose encounter with her will inspire a theory of
race that will change European science forever.
Evoking the grand tradition of such “monster” tales
as Frankenstein and The Hunchback of Notre Dame,
Barbara Chase Riboud, prize-winning author of the
classic Sally Hemings, again gives voice to an
“invisible” of history. In this powerful saga, Sarah
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Baartman, for more than 200 years known only as
the mysterious lady in the glass cage, comes vividly
and unforgettably to life.
A Healthy Society offers a new approach to politics –
and a new approach to building a healthier world. Dr.
Meili argues that health delivery too often focuses on
treatment of immediate causes and ignores
fundamental conditions that lead to poor health, such
as income, education, employment, housing, and
environment. This updated edition explores the
positive steps that have been taken since publication
of the first edition, and includes expanded
discussions of basic income, poverty reduction
strategies, innovative housing polices, carbon
pricing, and the role of health professionals in
working for health equity. This book breaks important
ground, showing us how a focus on health can
change Canadian politics for the better.
From the author of Bunny, which Margaret Atwood
hails as “genius,” comes a “wild, and exhilarating”
(Lauren Groff) novel about a theater professor who
is convinced staging Shakespeare’s most maligned
play will remedy all that ails her—but at what cost?
Miranda Fitch’s life is a waking nightmare. The
accident that ended her burgeoning acting career left
her with excruciating chronic back pain, a failed
marriage, and a deepening dependence on
painkillers. And now, she’s on the verge of losing
her job as a college theater director. Determined to
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put on Shakespeare’s All’s Well That Ends Well,
the play that promised and cost her everything, she
faces a mutinous cast hellbent on staging Macbeth
instead. Miranda sees her chance at redemption slip
through her fingers. That’s when she meets three
strange benefactors who have an eerie knowledge of
Miranda’s past and a tantalizing promise for her
future: one where the show goes on, her rebellious
students get what’s coming to them, and the
invisible doubted pain that’s kept her from the
spotlight is made known. With prose Margaret
Atwood has described as “no punches pulled, no
hilarities dodged…genius,” Mona Awad has
concocted her most potent, subversive novel yet.
All’s Well is a “fabulous novel” (Mary Karr) about a
woman at her breaking point and a formidable,
piercingly funny indictment of our collective refusal to
witness and believe female pain.
A new deluxe edition of the international bestseller
by Heather O’Neill, the Giller-shortlisted author of
Daydreams of Angels and The Girl Who Was
Saturday Night, featuring an original foreword from
the author, to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the
coming-of-age story that People describes as “a
vivid portrait of life on skid row.” Baby, all of thirteen
years old, is lost in the gangly, coltish moment
between childhood and the strange pulls and
temptations of the adult world. Her mother is dead;
her father, Jules, is scarcely more than a child
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himself and is always on the lookout for his next
score. Baby knows that “chocolate milk” is Jules’
slang for heroin and sees a lot more of that in her
house than the real article. But she takes vivid
delight in the scrappy bits of happiness and beauty
that find their way to her, and moves through the
threat of the streets as if she’s been choreographed
in a dance. Soon, though, a hazard emerges that is
bigger than even her hard-won survival skills can
handle. Alphonse, the local pimp, has his eye on her
for his new girl; he wants her body and soul—and
what the johns don’t take he covets for himself. At
the same time, a tender and naively passionate
friendship unfolds with a boy from her class at
school, who has no notion of the dark claims on
her—which even her father, lost on the nod, cannot
totally ignore. Jules consigns her to a stint in juvie
hall, and for the moment this perceived betrayal
preserves Baby from terrible harm—but after that, her
salvation has to be her own invention. Channeling
the artlessly affecting voice of her thirteen-year-old
heroine with extraordinary accuracy and power,
Heather O’Neill’s heartbreaking and wholly original
debut novel blew readers away when it was first
published ten years ago. Now in a new deluxe
package it is sure to capture its next decade of
readers as Baby picks her pathway along the edge
of the abyss to arrive at a place of redemption, and
of love.
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The exciting, page-turning LAST episode of Kelley
Armstrong's acclaimed, bestselling Women of the
Otherworld series! Savannah Levine, a young witch
of remarkable power and a dangerous pedigree,
staggers away from a bomb blast in New Orleans,
glad that she's managed to rescue her half-brother
Bryce from the supernatural revolutionaries who'd
held him captive. But everyone and everything she
holds dear is still at risk. The reveal movement has
shaken the Otherworld to its core and the resulting
chaos has thinned the boundaries between
dimensions, allowing creatures of the deeper realms
to break through and wreak havoc on supernaturals
but also on innocent humans. Although she's been
temporarily stripped her of her powers, Savannah
knows she has a crucial part to play in this war of
survival. In fact the fate of her loved ones--of Adam,
the friend she hopes will become a lover; of Paige
and Lucas, her guardians; of the werewolf Pack and
Jaime Vegas; of a pregnant Hope; of her brothers
Sean and Bryce--and of the human world rests on
her shoulders. If she can find the way and the will to
defend them. Only in the final battle will Savannah
find out her true capacities, and what love will drive
her to do. In 13, Kelley Armstrong brings her
powerful and unique saga to a deeply satisfying end:
thrilling, surprising and harrowing.
A funny and moving debut novel that follows four
generations of a singularly weird American family, all
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living under one roof, as each member confronts a
moment of crisis in a narrative told through a
uniquely quirky, charming, and unforgettable voice.
Acclaimed short story writer Elizabeth Crane, well
known to public radio listeners for her frequent and
captivating contributions to WBEZ Chicago’s
Writer’s Block Party, delivers a sublime, poignant,
and often hilarious first novel, perfect for fans of
Jessica Anya Blau’s The Summer of Naked Swim
Parties and Heather O’Neill’s Lullabies for Little
Criminals. “Crane has a distinctive and eccentric
voice that is consistent and riveting.” —New York
Times Book Review
“I devoured this book in one sitting...alternately
cheering, laughing, cringing, and gasping in horror.
Lui captures the complexity of a mother-daughter
relationship that is both complicated and beautiful.
Poignant with a bare honesty that may make you
think (and rethink) your own relationships.” —Jenny
Lawson, #1 New York Times–bestselling author of
Let’s Pretend This Never Happened As the
800,000+ U.S. fans of Elaine Lui’s site know, her
mother, aka The Squawking Chicken, is a huge
factor in Elaine’s life. She pulls no punches,
especially with her only child. “Where’s my
money?” she asks every time she sees Elaine.
“You’ll never be Miss Hong Kong,” she informed
her daughter when she was a girl. Listen to the
Squawking Chicken lays bare the playbook of
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unusual advice, warnings, and unwavering love that
has guided Elaine throughout her life. Using the nine
principles that her mother used to raise her, Elaine
tells us the story of the Squawking Chicken’s life—in
which she walked an unusual path to parent with
tough love, humor, and, through it all, a mother’s
unyielding devotion to her daughter. This is a love
letter to mothers everywhere.
“Reading Marcy Dermansky’s Bad Marie is like
spending a rainy afternoon in a smaller, older movie
theater watching a charming French movie with a
woman (or a man) you’ve just met on the street and
already like far too much. It’s sinful in all the right
ways, delicate, seditious, and deliciously evil.” —
Frederick Barthelme “Dermansky excels at depicting
extreme emotional states and how we rationalize
them.” —Village Voice From the critically-acclaimed
author of Twins, Marcy Dermansky, comes a highly
original novel of Manhattan, Paris, and Mexico; of
love and motherhood; and of life on the lam. Fans of
Heather O’Neill (Lullabies for Little Criminals) and
A.M. Homes (Music for Torching) will revel in the
wicked delights of Bad Marie.
Mike Leonard is a lucky man. It’s not everyone who
gets parents like Jack and Marge. At eighty-seven,
Jack is a pathological optimist with an inexhaustible
gift of gab. Marge, Jack’s bride of sixty years,
though cut from the same rough bolt of Irish
immigrant cloth, is his polar opposite–pessimistic
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and proud of it. What was their son, Mike, thinking
when he took a sabbatical from his job with NBC
News so he could pile these two world-class
originals along with three of his grown kids and a
daughter-in-law into a pair of rented RVs and hit the
road for a month? Mike was thinking that he wanted
to give his parents the ultimate family reunion. And
so, one February morning, three generations of
Leonards set out on their journey under the dazzling
Arizona sky. Thirty minutes later, one of the
humongous recreational vehicles has an unplanned
meeting with a concrete island at a convenience
store. Thus begins the adventure of a lifetime–and
an absolute gem of a book. In the course of their
humorous, often poignant cross-country tour, from
the desert Southwest to the New England coastline,
the Leonards reminisce about their loves, their
losses, and their rich and heartwarming (and
sometimes heartbreaking) lives, while encountering
a veritable Greek chorus of roadside characters
along the way. The home stretch finds the clan
racing back to Chicago, hoping to catch the arrival of
the next generation, Jack and Marge’s first greatgrandchild. Through it all, Mike pieces together
acentury of family lore and lunacy–and discovers
surprising sides to his parents that allow him to see
them in a whole new light. Mike Leonard has
captivated millions of television viewers with his wry
and witty feature stories for NBC’s Today. Now he
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brings that same engaging charm and keen insight
to the foibles and passions of his own blessedly
unique family. By turns uproariously funny and
deeply moving, The Ride of Our Lives delivers a
lifetime of laughs, lessons, and priceless memories.
This edition’s exclusive DVD features never-beforeseen footage from the trip as well as candid family
video and photographs.
This startlingly original debut from This American
Life contributor Jonathan Goldstein is, according to a
Vice Magazine reviewer, "the cleanest dirty book I've
ever read." It's a snapshot of the mind of Josh, a
rather confused young man who must cope with his
father's listlessness and his own overwhelming lust,
not to mention the arrival of the Moschiach, inventor
of the infamous Love Lotion. Lenny Bruce Is Dead
walks a tightrope between the searingly funny and
the poignant. You'll laugh, you'll cry, you'll long for
some Love Lotion of your own. And you won't forget
Josh–ineptitude, scatological neuroses, urban angst,
self–deprecating humor and all.
An enchanting story of twins, fame, and heartache
by the much-praised author of Lullabies for Little
Criminals Heather O'Neill charmed readers in the
hundreds of thousands with her sleeper hit, Lullabies
for Little Criminals, which documented with a rare
and elusive magic the life of a young dreamer on the
streets of Montreal. Now, in The Girl Who Was
Saturday Night, she returns to the grubby,
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enchanted city with a light and profound tale of the
vice of fame and the ties of family. Nineteen years
old, free of prospects, and inescapably famous, the
twins Nicolas and Nouschka Tremblay are trying to
outrun the notoriety of their father, a FrenchCanadian Serge Gainsbourg with a genius for the
absurd and for winding up in prison. "Back in the
day, he could come home from a show with a paper
bag filled with women's underwear. Outside of
Québec nobody had even heard of him, naturally.
Québec needed stars badly." Since the twins were
little, Étienne has made them part of his unashamed
seduction of the province, parading them on talk
shows and then dumping them with their decrepit
grandfather while he disappeared into some festive
squalor. Now Étienne is washed up and the twins
are making their own almost-grown-up messes, with
every misstep landing on the front pages of the
tabloid Allo Police. Nouschka not only needs to leave
her childhood behind; she also has to leave her
brother, whose increasingly erratic decisions might
take her down with him.
This is the first full-length collection of poems by
Heather OíNeill, a writer and performer living in
Montreal. two eyes are you sleeping is a linked
collection of personal and political lyrics, written in a
voice that reflects both the rootlessness and violence
of the urban landscape and a metaphorical brilliance
that transforms the ordinary into the visionary. These
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are poems of the street, poems of defenselessness,
strength, perversity and generosity, poems of drug
addicts, alcoholics, con-men and sexual
adventurers, poems to shout out in the bathtub with
the radio blaring out the song you loved when you
were fourteen. Most of all they are about growing up
human in the drab beauty of the city. Critical
Comment ì...witty, penetrating, imaginative, visual,
and emotional. î ó Canadian Literature, Autumn 2000
ì...[Not] just poems.... three-penny opera, earlymorning police statement and the slurring song of
vagabonds like magpies on methadone.î ó Matrix,
Spring 1999 ì...Harsh familiarity and inventive
language...creates a sense of urgency....[A] poetic
exploration of poverty and single motherhood.î ó
Montreal Review of Books, Summer 1999
In this stunning, Lambda Literary Award-winning
debut novel, Amber Dawn subverts the classic hero's
quest adventure to create a dark post-feminist vision.
Sub Rosa's reluctant heroine is a teenaged runaway
named "Little"; she stumbles upon an underground
society of ghosts and magicians, missing girls and
would-be johns: a place called Sub Rosa. Not long
after she is initiated into this family of magical
prostitutes, Little is called upon to lead them through
a maze of feral darkness: a calling burdened with
grotesque enemies, strange allies, and memories
from a foggy past. Sub Rosa is a beautiful, gutsy,
fantastical allegory of our times.
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