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This January volume is part of a complete revision of Butler's
Lives of the Saints. It comes in 12 volumes which correspond
to the months of the year.
An Encomium on Saint Anthony by John of Schmun A letter
to the Disciples of Antony by Serapion of Thmuis Instrumental
in the conversion of many, including St. Augustine, The Life
of Antony provided the model saint's life and constitutes, in
the words of patristics scholar Johannes Quasten, 'the most
important document of early monasticism.' Here is one
volume are translations of the text in the Greek written by
Athanasius (from the new critical edition of G. J. M. Bartelink)
and in the Coptic, the language Antony himself spoke. Two
short contemporary coptic texts further manifest the powerful
influence of 'the father of monks.'
Athanasius (c. 295-373) Bishop of Alexandria, spiritual master
and theologian, was a major figure of 4th-century
Christendom. The Life of Antony is one of the foremost
classics of asceticism. The Letter to Marcellinus is an
introduction to the spiritual sense of the Psalms.
Aquaponics is a method of growing fish and vegetables in a
simple recirculating system. This book is designed and written
to provide basic information and direction for people
interested in building a backyard aquaponics system. It is
NOT a "how-to" manual listing parts and with step-by-step
procedures, but it's more like a conversation that you might
have with a good friend about how he built his system. It is
written to be easily understandable and includes lots of
pictures and graphics. NOTE: This 5.5"x8.5" version contains
the same information as the first edition however the physical
size has been substantially reduced.
The most important document of early monasticism, written in
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357, this is a biography of the recognized founder and father
of monasticism.
"The ascetics of Scete and the Thebaid in the Egyptian
Desert have been more often admired than known or
understood. Translations by such scholars as Helen Waddell
have done much to restore the true perspective. This new
selection from the Latin 'Sayings of the Fathers' (Verba
Seniorum) has been made by Thomas Merton with a special
purpose. It is not only a translation and selection, but a new
monastic redaction in the spirit of our own time. Merton has
felt free, as a monk, to do what generations of monks before
him have done. He has made a wholly independent and
original use of material which is the traditional basis of
Christian monastic spirituality." -- Dust jacket.
The classic, fascinating life of St. Antony of the Desert, and
the Father of Monasticism, both East and West. St. Antony
revealed that there are swarms of devils everywhere, but that
they are powerless to harm us when we use the Holy Name
of Jesus and sacramentals to ward them off.
The biography of Anthony's life by Athanasius of Alexandria
helped to spread the concept of Christian monasticism,
particularly in Western Europe via its Latin translations. He is
often erroneously considered the first Christian monk, but as
his biography and other sources make clear, there were many
ascetics before him. Anthony was, however, the among the
first known to go into the wilderness (about AD 270), which
seems to have contributed to his renown. Accounts of
Anthony enduring supernatural temptation during his sojourn
in the Eastern Desert of Egypt inspired the often-repeated
subject of the temptation of St. Anthony in Western art and
literature.
First published in the 4th century A.D., Anthony the Great's
biography was authored by Christian Saint Athanasius of
Alexandria. Since its original release, the book has helped
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spread the beliefs, practices and arduous faith of Anthony the
Great to a wider audience. A significant progenitor of the
monastic tradition, Saint Anthony lived an ascetic lifestyle in
the deserts of Egypt. Although not the earliest of religious
figures committed to this tradition, through his actions and
preaching Anthony helped popularise and spread principles
that would contribute heavily to the establishment of Christian
monastic orders in Europe and beyond. One famous event in
St. Anthony's life was his encounter with the supernatural in
the remote reaches of the Egyptian desert. This occurrence,
wherein the otherworldly presence tried to tempt him away
from his spartan philosophy of living, has experienced much
coverage in Western art and literature. The translation to
English contained in this edition is by Philip Schaff and Henry
Wace; theologians who held Anthony the Great in high
esteem.
This carefully crafted ebook: "The Temptation of Saint
Anthony (Historical Novel)" is formatted for your eReader with
a functional and detailed table of contents. The Temptation of
Saint Anthony is a historical novel. It takes as its subject the
famous temptation faced by Saint Anthony the Great in the
Egyptian desert, a theme often repeated in medieval and
modern art. It is written in the form of a play script. It details
one night in the life of Anthony the Great where Anthony is
faced with great temptations, and it was inspired by the
painting, which he saw at the Balbi Palace in Genoa. Gustave
Flaubert (1821-1880) was an influential French writer who
was perhaps the leading exponent of literary realism of his
country. He is known especially for his first published novel,
Madame Bovary and for his scrupulous devotion to his style
and aesthetics. The celebrated short story writer Maupassant
was a protégé of Flaubert.
Written between the mid-fourth and late sixth centuries to
commemorate and glorify the achievements of early Christian
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saints, these six biographies depict men who devoted
themselves to solitude, poverty and prayer. Athanasius
records Antony's extreme seclusion in the Egyptian desert,
despite temptation by the devil and visits from his followers.
Jerome also shows those who fled persecution or withdrew
from society to pursue lives of chastity and asceticism in his
accounts of Paul of Thebes, Hilarion and Malchus. In his Life
of Martin, Sulpicius Severus describes the achievements of a
man who combined the roles of monk, bishop and missionary,
while Gregory the Great tells of Benedict, whose Rule
became the template for monastic life. Full of vivid incidents
and astonishing miracles, these Lives have provided
inspiration as models for centuries of Christian worship.
Using stories and images, the authors blend the best of
spirituality and psychology to help the reader live in peace
with self, others, and God. +
Athanasius of Alexandria (circa 296-298) - d. 2 May 373] is
also given the titles St. Athanasius the Great, Pope St.
Athanasius I of Alexandria, St Athanasius the Confessor and
(in the Coptic Orthodox Church, mainly) St Athanasius the
Apostolic. He was the 20th bishop of Alexandria. His long
episcopate lasted 45 years (c. 8 June 328 - 2 May 373), of
which over 17 years were spent in five exiles ordered by four
different Roman emperors. He is considered to be a
renowned Christian theologian, a Church Father, the chief
defender of Orthodoxy against Arianism, and a noted
Egyptian leader of the fourth century. Athanasius' two-part
work of apologetics, Against the Heathen and The Incarnation
of the Word of God, completed about 335, was the first great
classic of developed Greek Orthodox theology. In Athanasius'
system, the Son of God, the eternal Word through whom God
made the world, entered the world in human form to lead men
back to the harmony from which they had fallen away.
"This saint confirmed several dogmas of the Catholic Faith by
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the force of wonderful miracles, -the real presence of Jesus
Christ in the most Holy Eucharist, the forgiveness of sins in
the sacrament of Penance, the sufferings of hell, the glories
of the blessed in heaven, the Divine Providence in our
spiritual as well as temporal necessities, and the intercession
of the saints. By this is seen the divine mercy in the
amendment of sinners, the justice of God in punishing the
wicked, and the wonderful effects of the omnipotent wisdom
and goodness of God toward sinners." - Preface

`Give me a word, Father', visitors to early desert
monks asked. The responses of these pioneer
ascetics were remembered and in the fourth century
written down in Coptic, Syriac, Greek, and later
Latin. Their Sayings were collected, in this case in
the alphabetical order of the monks and nuns who
uttered them, and read by generations of Christians
as life-giving words that would help readers along
the path to salvation.
What does man seek in religion, and what should he
seek in it? How does God reveal Himself in order to
bring man to a knowledge of the Truth? How does
suffering help this revelation to occur? These and
other questions were discussed by Fr. Seraphim
Rose, an Orthodox Christian monk from the
mountains of northern California, during a lecture he
gave at the University of California, Santa Cruz, in
1981. The contents of this lecture comprise God's
Revelation to the Human Heart. Drawing from a
variety of sources -- the Holy Scriptures, patristic
writings, the lives of both ancient and modern saints,
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and accounts of persecuted Christians behind the
Iron Curtain -- Fr. Seraphim goes to the core of all
Christian life: the conversion of the heart of man,
which causes it to bum with love for Christ and
transforms one into a new being.
In the fourth century, the deserts of Egypt became
the nerve center of a radical new movement, what
we now call monasticism. Groups of Christians-from
illiterate peasants to learned intellectuals-moved out
to the wastelands beyond the Nile Valley and, in the
famous words of Saint Athanasius, made the desert
a city. In so doing, they captured the imagination of
the ancient world. They forged techniques of prayer
and asceticism, of discipleship and spiritual direction,
that have remained central to Christianity ever since.
Seeking to map the soul's long journey to God and
plot out the subtle vagaries of the human heart, they
created and inspired texts that became classics of
Western spirituality. These Desert Christians were
also brilliant storytellers, some of Christianity's finest.
This book introduces the literature of early
monasticism. It examines all the best-known works,
including Athanasius' Life of Antony, the Lives of
Pachomius, and the so-called Sayings of the Desert
Fathers. Later chapters focus on two pioneers of
monastic theology: Evagrius Ponticus, the first great
theoretician of Christian mysticism; and John
Cassian, who brought Egyptian monasticism to the
Latin West. Along the way, readers are introduced to
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path-breaking discoveries-to new texts and recent
archeological finds-that have revolutionized
contemporary scholarship on monastic origins.
Included are fascinating snippets from papyri and
from little-known Coptic, Syriac, and Ethiopic texts.
Interspersed in each chapter are illustrations, maps,
and diagrams that help readers sort through the key
texts and the richly-textured world of early
monasticism. Geared to a wide audience and written
in clear, jargon-free prose, Desert Christians offers
the most comprehensive and accessible introduction
to early monasticism.
Based on the Book of Genesis, Dinah shares her
perspective on religious practices and sexul politics.
Roberts shares the life stories of 150 individuals
canonized into sainthood who were committed to
vegetarianism. Each story has a distinct message
and the potential to further peace upon the planet.
From Johnnette Benkovic bestselling author and
host on the EWTN Global Catholic Network comes
these short but powerful daily meditations taken from
Scripture and the writings of the saints. Designed as
a day-by-day spiritual resource, this book features
365 quotes along with a short meditation to enrich
your mind, lift your spirit, and feed your soul.
Life of St. Anthony of EgyptLulu.com
The spiritual exploits of Saint Anthony the Great—the
prototype of the Christian "Desert Father"—have been
immortalized in stories and art since the fourth century.
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Here is the stunning account of a modern seeker's quest
to get beneath the legends that surround Anthony and to
determine whether his extreme way of life has something
to offer people in today's world. James Cowan's quest
takes him to Egypt, to the monastery that still exists near
the site of Anthony's hermitage, where he meets the
monk who becomes his guide and mentor on the
journey. He comes to regard Anthony and the colorful
men and women who shared his lifestyle in the fourth
through seventh centuries with affection and awe—their
departure to the desert a flight from the status quo of the
newly Christian empire in order to preserve the radical
path to liberation they saw in Christian teaching. Our
modern efforts toward liberation may look different from
theirs, he concludes, but the ultimate goal is no different,
and Anthony remains a luminous model for anyone who
passionately seeks to know God.
Giving up everything he owned, Anthony journeyed out
into the desert of Egypt to find answers to why he was
unhappy. This beautifully illustrated picture book brings
to life Saint Anthony s journey towards discovering the
love of God in his heart. Millions of people throughout
history have followed his example and teachings. Will
you join them?"
The biographic text of St. Anthony is presented complete
in this edition for the reader's absorption and
contemplation. First published in the 4th century A.D.,
Anthony the Great's biography was authored by
Christian Saint Athanasius of Alexandria. Since its
release, the book has helped spread the beliefs,
practices and arduous faith of Anthony the Great. A
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significant progenitor of the monastic tradition, Saint
Anthony lived an ascetic lifestyle in the arid lands of
Egypt. Although not the earliest of religious figures
committed to this tradition, through actions and
preaching Anthony helped popularise and spread
principles that would contribute heavily to the
establishment of Christian monasteries in Europe and
beyond. One event in St. Anthony's life was his
encounter with the supernatural in the remote Egyptian
desert. This occurrence, where the otherworldly
presence tried to tempt him from his spartan philosophy
of living, is much recreated in Western art and literature.
In their austere desert monasteries Coptic monks
maintain a tradition of Christianity that extends back to
St. Anthony and the ancient Desert Fathers. Father
Gruber's journey began almost accidentally as part of his
doctoral research, but it became much more. His
account of his year's sojourn - entertaining, poignant,
and spiritually challenging - opens a window on a
mysterious world, saturated in prayer and silence, that
functions as it always has to awaken hearts to the mercy
and power of God.
The book reproduces the cleaned paintings for the first
time. It also describes and analyzes their amalgam of
Coptic (Egyptian Christian), Byzantine, and Arab styles
and motifs as well as the religious culture to which they
belong. In 1996, funded by the United States Agency for
International Development and at the request of the
Monastery of St. Antony, the Antiquities Development
Project of the American Research Center in Egypt began
the conservation of the paintings in the church. The
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paintings revealed by the conservators are of extremely
high quality, both stylistically and conceptually. While
rooted in the Christian tradition of Egypt, they also reveal
explicit connections with Byzantine and Islamic art of the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Some newly discovered
paintings can even be dated back to the sixth or seventh
century.
In this book, Peter Anthony Mena looks closely at
descriptions of space in ancient Christian hagiographies
and considers how the desert relates to constructions of
subjectivity. By reading three pivotal ancient
hagiographies—the Life of Antony, the Life of Paul the
Hermit, and the Life of Mary of Egypt—in conjunction with
Gloria Anzaldúa’s ideas about the US/Mexican
borderlands/la frontera, Mena shows readers how
descriptions of the desert in these texts are replete with
spaces and inhabitants that render the desert a
borderland or frontier space in Anzaldúan terms. As a
borderland space, the desert functions as a device for
the creation of an emerging identity in late antiquity—the
desert ascetic. Simultaneously, the space of the desert is
created through the image of the saint. Literary critical,
religious studies, and historical methodologies converge
in this work in order to illuminate a heuristic tool for
interpreting the desert in late antiquity and its importance
for the development of desert asceticism. Anzaldúa’s
theories help guide a reading especially attuned to the
important relationship between space and subjectivity.
Most of the saints' lives presented here, though the
volume is entitled Early Christian Biographies, belong in
reality to quite another category, hagiography.
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Originally published in 1991. Covering courtship,
disclosure, diversity, and public implications, the essays
here discuss topics such as erotic magic, nakedness,
physicians’ attitudes about sex, boy-love, saints and
sex, and the politics of sodomy, as they were manifested
in medieval Europe and the Middle East.
A beautiful portrait of the radical devotion of St. Antony
and his call to holy living. "It was truly amazing that being
alone in such a desert Antony was niether distracted by
the demons who confronted him, nor was he frightened
of their ferocity when so many four–legged beasts and
reptiles were there. But truly he was one who, as
Scripture says, having trusted in the Lord, was like
Mount Zion, keeping his mind unshaken and unruffled;
so instead the demons fled and the wild beasts, as it is
written, made peace with him."––from The Life of Antony
Athanasius (c. 295–373) was an Alexandrian whose life
was committed at an early age to the Christian
community growing there. He became a controversial
bishop and one of the most vivid and forceful
personalities in political and religious affairs. His famous
account, The Life of Antony, inaugurated the genre of
the lives of the saints and established the frame of
Christian hagiography, quickly attaining the status of a
classic and becoming one of the most influential writings
in Christian history. It tells the spiritual story of St.
Antony, the founder of Christian monasticism. A pioneer
in spiritual experience, he marked a new epoch in the
Christian experience and set the terms for the Church's
ideal of the life of devotion. He transferred the center of
monastic life from the periphery of established
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communities to the barren and isolated setting of a
hermitage, away from civilization, in a location of solitude
and serenity. The Life of Antony is a beautiful portrait of
what a life committed to God demands and promises.
"An interesting and informative resource.
Recommended." Reference Book Review
The Desert Fathers were the first Christian monks, living
in solitude in the deserts of Egypt, Palestine, and Syria.
In contrast to the formalised and official theology of the
"founding fathers" of the church, the Desert Fathers were
ordinary Christians who chose to renounce the world and
live lives of celibacy, fasting, vigil, prayer and poverty in
direct and simple response to the gospel. Their sayings
were first recorded in the 4th century and consist of
spiritual advice, anecdotes and parables. The Desert
Fathers' teachings and lives have inspired poetry, opera
and art, as well as providing spiritual nourishment and a
template for monastic life.
Letters from the Moon is based on the extraordinary
letters Peter Owen Jones wrote during 40 days and
nights he spent alone in a hermit's cell in the Egyptian
desert, where he pushed himself to the limits of physical,
mental and spiritual endurance. The beautifully linked
letters are addressed to those who have played the most
important roles in his life - from his loved ones to
religious and political figures such as the Prime Minister
and even the Devil himself. Revealing and heartfelt, the
letters combine personal memoir with broader issues of
faith, morality and relationship relevant to all our lives.
This is Vol. 1 in a series of several books by Abba
Anthony on the Verba Seniorem (Sayings of the Desert
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Fathers [and Mothers]); here are those of St. Antony of
Egypt. The author explores desert spirituality
This book revolutionizes our understanding of the life
and thought of the great anchorite father of the Egyptian
desert. It is a signal contribution to our knowledge of
Egyptian Christianity in the third and fourth
centuries.—Birger Pearson, Institute for Antiquity and
Christianity Samuel Rubenson, by means of a fresh
analysis of the letters of St. Antony, exposes the
distortion of the picture of early Christian monks as
unlettered and primitive. Rubenson describes the desert
monasteries as centers of theological reflection in Egypt,
showing how they combined the speculative philosophy
of the Greeks and the biblical tradition. Included in this
volume is a new translation of the letters themselves,
which are shown to be authentic and an important
source for the study of the desert fathers and the early
monastic tradition. The later image of Antony is
demonstrated to be influenced by church politics of the
latter part of the fourth century. Samuel Rubenson is
Associate Professor at Lund University, Lund, Sweden.
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