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In 1850 the Industrial Revolution came to an end. In 1851 the Great Exhibition illustrated to the whole world the supremacy of industrial
England. For the next twenty years Britain reigned supreme. From around 1870 Britain began to decline. Britain is now a second rate power
with strong memories of its former supremacy. The above five sentences summarise a common view of the sequencing of Britain’s rise and
relative fall, a stereotype that is challenged and modified in the essays of The Golden Age. By concentrating on central aspects of social and
industrial change authors expose the underpinnings of supremacy, its unsung underside, its tarnished gold. Major themes cover industrial
and technological change, social institutions and gender relations in a period during which industry and industrialism were equally celebrated
and nurtured. Against this background it is difficult to argue for any sudden decline of energy, assets or institution, nor for any significant
move from an industrial society to one in which a hearty manufacturing was replaced by commerce and land, sensibility and artifice.
Demonstrates how mathematical misinformation pervades--and shapes--people's daily lives and is used to bring down government officials,
convict the innocent, and ruin the U.S. economy.
Perspectives on Data Science for Software Engineering presents the best practices of seasoned data miners in software engineering. The
idea for this book was created during the 2014 conference at Dagstuhl, an invitation-only gathering of leading computer scientists who meet
to identify and discuss cutting-edge informatics topics. At the 2014 conference, the concept of how to transfer the knowledge of experts from
seasoned software engineers and data scientists to newcomers in the field highlighted many discussions. While there are many books
covering data mining and software engineering basics, they present only the fundamentals and lack the perspective that comes from realworld experience. This book offers unique insights into the wisdom of the community’s leaders gathered to share hard-won lessons from the
trenches. Ideas are presented in digestible chapters designed to be applicable across many domains. Topics included cover data collection,
data sharing, data mining, and how to utilize these techniques in successful software projects. Newcomers to software engineering data
science will learn the tips and tricks of the trade, while more experienced data scientists will benefit from war stories that show what traps to
avoid. Presents the wisdom of community experts, derived from a summit on software analytics Provides contributed chapters that share
discrete ideas and technique from the trenches Covers top areas of concern, including mining security and social data, data visualization, and
cloud-based data Presented in clear chapters designed to be applicable across many domains
The study of politics seems endlessly beset by debates about method. At the core of these debates is a single unifying concern: should
political scientists view themselves primarily as scientists, developing ever more sophisticated tools and studying only those phenomena to
which such tools may fruitfully be applied? Or should they instead try to illuminate the large, complicated, untidy problems thrown up in the
world, even if the chance to offer definitive explanations is low? Is there necessarily a tension between these two endeavours? Are some
domains of political inquiry more amenable to the building up of reliable, scientific knowledge than others, and if so, how should we deploy
our efforts? In this book, some of the world s most prominent students of politics offer original discussions of these pressing questions,
eschewing narrow methodological diatribes to explore what political science is and how political scientists should aspire to do their work.
An intro to statistics.
Elections are the means by which democratic nations determine their leaders, and communication in the context of elections has the potential
to shape people's beliefs, attitudes, and actions. Thus, electoral persuasion is one of the most important political processes in any nation that
regularly holds elections. Moreover, electoral persuasion encompasses not only what happens in an election but also what happens before
and after, involving candidates, parties, interest groups, the media, and the voters themselves. This volume surveys the vast political science
literature on this subject, emphasizing contemporary research and topics and encouraging cross-fertilization among research strands. A
global roster of authors provides a broad examination of electoral persuasion, with international perspectives complementing deep coverage
of U.S. politics. Major areas of coverage include: general models of political persuasion; persuasion by parties, candidates, and outside
groups; media influence; interpersonal influence; electoral persuasion across contexts; and empirical methodologies for understanding
electoral persuasion.
'Even one glass of wine a day raises the risk of cancer' 'Hate crimes have doubled in five years' 'Fizzy drinks make teenagers violent' Every
day, most of us will read or watch something in the news that is based on statistics in some way. Sometimes it'll be obvious - 'X people
develop cancer every year' - and sometimes less obvious - 'How smartphones destroyed a generation'. Statistics are an immensely powerful
tool for understanding the world; the best tool we have. But in the wrong hands, they can be dangerous. This book will help you spot common
mistakes and tricks that can mislead you into thinking that small numbers are big, or unimportant changes are important. It will show you how
the numbers you read are made - you'll learn about how surveys with small or biased samples can generate wrong answers, and why ice
cream doesn't cause drownings. We are surrounded by numbers and data, and it has never been more important to separate the good from
the bad, the true from the false. HOW TO READ NUMBERS is a vital guide that will help you understand when and how to trust the numbers
in the news - and, just as importantly, when not to.
Examines the works of statistics pioneer Ronald Fisher as well as other revolutionary thinkers in the field, covering the rise and fall of Karl
Pearson's theories, the methods that contributed to Japan's post-war rebuilding, a pivotal early study on a Guinness beer cask, and more.
Reprint. 15,000 first printing.
This book, written by three generations of rankings academics with considerable experience from three very different regions of the globe,
lifts the lid on the real impact of higher education ranking systems (HERS) on universities and their stakeholders. It critically analyses the
criteria that make up the ‘Big Three’ global ranking systems and, using interviews with senior administrators, academics and managers,
discusses their impact on universities from four very different continents. Higher education continues to be dominated by a reputational
hierarchy of institutions that sustains and is reinforced by HERS. Despite all the opinions and arguments about the legitimacy of the rankings
as a construct, it seems experts agree that they are here to stay. The question, therefore, seems to be less about whether or not universities
should be compared and ranked, but the manner in which this is undertaken. Delivering a fresh perspective on global rankings, this book
summarizes the development of HERS and provides a critical evaluation of the effects of HERS on four different major regions – South Africa,
the Arab region, South East Asia, and Australia. It will appeal to any academic, student, university administrator or governing body interested
in or affected by global higher education ranking systems.
A deeply personal exploration of Australia’s colonisation past, present and future by one of Australia's finest contemporary authors This is a
difficult piece to write. It cuts closer to the bone than most of what I have written; closer to my bones, through my blood and flesh to the bones
of truth and country; there is truth here, not disguised but in the open and that truth hurts. In Lies, Damned Lies acclaimed author Claire G.
Coleman, a proud Noongar woman, takes the reader on a journey through the past, present and future of Australia, lensed through her own
experience. Beautifully written, this literary work blends the personal with the political, offering readers an insight into the stark reality of the
ongoing trauma of Australia’s violent colonisation. Colonisation in Australia is not over. Colonisation is a process, not an event – and the aftereffects will continue while there are still people to remember it. Praise for Claire G. Coleman ‘An urgent examination of oneself and one’s
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country. Written with a booming cadence that demands to be read aloud, again and again.’ – Tara June Winch, Miles Franklin Award winning
author of The Yield ‘You may think you’re woke, but Coleman never sleeps.’ – Dr Tyson Yunkaporta, bestselling author of Sand Talk
‘Coleman is unflinching.’ – Sydney Review of Books on Terra Nullius? ‘Coleman stuns with this imaginative, astounding debut about
colonisation.’ – Publishers Weekly on Terra Nullius ‘A powerful, sobering piece of writing that makes us face an Australia we try to forget,
but should always remember.’ – Adelaide Review on Terra Nullius ?
The sixth book in the bestselling Chronicles of St Mary's series which follows a group of tea-soaked disaster magnets as they hurtle their way
around History. If you love Jasper Fforde or Ben Aaronovitch, you won't be able to resist Jodi Taylor. What if the course of history was on
your shoulders? 'To do what I do - go where I go - see what I see - it's a wonderful, unique, never-to-be-taken-for-granted privilege.' With
great privilege comes great responsibility, something Max knows only too well, and as newly appointed Chief Training Officer at the St Mary's
Institute of Historical Research, it's up to her to drum this guiding principle into her five new recruits. With a training programme that includes
Joan of Arc, an illegal mammoth, a duplicitous Father of History, a bombed rat, Stone Age hunters and Dick the Turd, the question everyone
is asking themselves is - what could possibly go wrong? Readers love Jodi Taylor: 'Once in a while, I discover an author who changes
everything... Jodi Taylor and her protagonista Madeleine "Max" Maxwell have seduced me' 'A great mix of British proper-ness and humour
with a large dollop of historical fun' 'Addictive. I wish St Mary's was real and I was a part of it' 'Jodi Taylor has an imagination that gets me
completely hooked' 'A tour de force'
In this sequel to the acclaimed Damned Lies and Statistics, which the Boston Globe said "deserves a place next to the dictionary on every
school, media, and home-office desk," Joel Best continues his straightforward, lively, and humorous account of how statistics are produced,
used, and misused by everyone from researchers to journalists. Underlining the importance of critical thinking in all matters numerical, Best
illustrates his points with examples of good and bad statistics about such contemporary concerns as school shootings, fatal hospital errors,
bullying, teen suicides, deaths at the World Trade Center, college ratings, the risks of divorce, racial profiling, and fatalities caused by falling
coconuts. More Damned Lies and Statistics encourages all of us to think in a more sophisticated and skeptical manner about how statistics
are used to promote causes, create fear, and advance particular points of view. Best identifies different sorts of numbers that shape how we
think about public issues: missing numbers are relevant but overlooked; confusing numbers bewilder when they should inform; scary
numbers play to our fears about the present and the future; authoritative numbers demand respect they don’t deserve; magical numbers
promise unrealistic, simple solutions to complex problems; and contentious numbers become the focus of data duels and stat wars. The
author's use of pertinent, socially important examples documents the life-altering consequences of understanding or misunderstanding
statistical information. He demystifies statistical measures by explaining in straightforward prose how decisions are made about what to count
and what not to count, what assumptions get made, and which figures are brought to our attention. Best identifies different sorts of numbers
that shape how we think about public issues. Entertaining, enlightening, and very timely, this book offers a basis for critical thinking about the
numbers we encounter and a reminder that when it comes to the news, people count—in more ways than one.
Here, by popular demand, is the updated edition to Joel Best's classic guide to understanding how numbers can confuse us. In his new
afterword, Best uses examples from recent policy debates to reflect on the challenges to improving statistical literacy. Since its publication ten
years ago, Damned Lies and Statistics has emerged as the go-to handbook for spotting bad statistics and learning to think critically about
these influential numbers.
What's healthy? What's unhealthy? What's safe? What's dangerous? Watch the news, and it's easy to be overwhelmed by snippets of badly
presented science: information that's incomplete, confusing, contradictory, out-of-context, wrong, or flat-out dishonest. In this book, Dr. Sherry
Seethaler provides a "bag of tricks" for making sense of science in the news. You'll learn how to think more sensibly about everything from
mad cow disease to global warming and make better science-related decisions in both your personal life and as a citizen. You'll begin by
understanding how science really works and progresses, and why scientists sometimes disagree. Seethaler helps you assess the possible
biases of those who make scientific claims in the media, and place scientific issues in appropriate context, so you can intelligently assess
tradeoffs. You'll learn how to determine whether a new study is really meaningful; uncover the difference between cause and mere
coincidence; figure out which statistics mean something, and which don't. Finally, drawing on her extensive experience as a science
journalist, she reveals the tricks self-interested players use to mislead and confuse you, and points you to sources of information you can
actually rely upon. Seethaler's many examples range from genetic engineering of crops to drug treatments for depression, but the techniques
she teaches you will be invaluable in understanding any scientific controversy, in any area of science or health.
Statistics are just as vital to understanding political science as the study of institutions, but getting students to understand them when
teaching a methods course can be a big challenge. Statistics for Political Analysis makes understanding the numbers easy. The only
introduction to statistics book written specifically for political science undergraduates, this book explains each statistical concept in plain
language—from basic univariate statistics and the basic measures of association to bivariate and multivariate regression—and uses real world
political examples. Students learn the relevance of statistics to political science, how to understand and calculate statistics mathematically,
and how to obtain them using SPSS. All calculations are modeled step-by-step, giving students needed practice to master the process
without making it intimidating. Each chapter concludes with exercises that get students actively applying the steps and building their
professional skills through data calculation, analysis, and memo writing.
Theory of the Earth is an interdisciplinary advanced textbook on the origin, composition, and evolution of the Earth's interior: geophysics,
geochemistry, dynamics, convection, mineralogy, volcanism, energetics and thermal history. This is the only book on the whole landscape of
deep Earth processes which ties together all the strands of the subdisciplines. It is a complete update of Anderson's Theory of the Earth
(1989). It includes many new sections and dozens of new figures and tables. As with the original book, this new edition will prove to be a
stimulating textbook on advanced courses in geophysics, geochemistry, and planetary science, and supplementary textbook on a wide range
of other advanced Earth science courses. It will also be an essential reference and resource for all researchers in the solid Earth sciences.
The seventh book in the bestselling Chronicles of St Mary's series which follows a group of tea-soaked disaster magnets as they hurtle their
way around History. If you love Jasper Fforde or Ben Aaronovitch, you won't be able to resist Jodi Taylor. Rules are meant to be broken,
aren't they? 'I've done some stupid things in my time. I've been reckless. I've broken a few rules. But never before have I ruined so many lives
or left such a trail of destruction behind me.' Max has never been one for rules. They tend to happen to other people. But this time she's gone
too far. And everyone at St Mary's is paying the price. With the History Department disintegrating around her and grounded until the end of
time, how can she ever put things right? Readers love Jodi Taylor: 'Once in a while, I discover an author who changes everything... Jodi
Taylor and her protagonista Madeleine "Max" Maxwell have seduced me' 'A great mix of British proper-ness and humour with a large dollop
of historical fun' 'Addictive. I wish St Mary's was real and I was a part of it' 'Jodi Taylor has an imagination that gets me completely hooked' 'A
tour de force'
A San Francisco Chronicle Bestseller We live in complicated, dangerous times. Present and future presidents need to know if North Korea's
nascent nuclear capability is a genuine threat to the West, if biochemical weapons are likely to be developed by terrorists, if there are viable
alternatives to fossil fuels that should be nurtured and supported by the government, if private companies should be allowed to lead the way
on space exploration, and what the actual facts are about the worsening threats from climate change. This is "must-have" information for all
presidents—and citizens—of the twenty-first century. Winner of the 2009 Northern California Book Award for General Nonfiction. Images in this
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eBook are not displayed due to permissions issues.
This is the eBook version of the printed book. Why do lizards do pushups? What if the Earth’s magnetic field reverses? How do stars die?
What causes goose bumps, earwax, dandruff, headaches? Whether it’s healthy to crack your knuckles, drink decaf, eat chocolate? What it
costs to run all those LED lights around your house? These are just a few of the fascinating science and health questions real people have
asked top science writer and San Diego Union-Tribune columnist Sherry Seethaler. This collection brings together 350 of her best
answers–all crystal-clear, accurate, quick, and a pleasure to read. Seethaler is one of this generation’s best science explainers, and it shows:
Every answer is accurate, fun to read, and distilled to a single page or less!
Traces the development of science fiction from the literary tales of H.G. Wells and Jules Verne into a multi-billion-dollar entertainment
industry, and explores its impact on American culture.
In 2005, The Woman at the Washington Zoo was published to major critical acclaim. The late Marjorie Williams possessed ''a special voice,
one capable not just of canny political observations but of tenderness and bracing intimacy, '' observed the New York Times Book Review.
Now, in a collection of profiles with the richness of short fiction, Williams limns the personalities that dominated politics and the media during
the final years of the twentieth century. In these pages, Clark Clifford grieves ''in his laborious baritone'' a bank scandal's blow to his re-putaaaaaay-shun. Lee Atwater likens himself to Ulysses and pleads, ''Tah me to the mast!'' Patricia Duff sheds ''precipitous tears'' over her
divorce from Ronald Perelman, resembling afterwards ''a garden refreshed by spring rain.'' Reputation illuminates our recent past through
expertly drawn portraits of powerful - and messily human - figures.
When we're ill, we trust in doctors to put our well-being first. But medicine's expanding capability and soaring costs are putting this promise at
risk. Increasingly, society is calling upon physicians to limit care and to use their skills on behalf of health plan bureaucrats, public officials,
national security, and courts of law. And doctors are answering this call. They're endangering patients, veiling moral choices behind the
language of science and, at times, compromising our liberties. In The Hippocratic Myth, Dr. M. Gregg Bloche marshals his expertise in
medicine and the law to expose how: *Doctors are pushed into acting both as caregivers and cost-cutters, compromising their fidelity to
patients *Politics keeps doctors from giving war veterans the help they need *Insurers and hospital administrators pressure doctors to
discontinue life-saving treatment, even when patients and family members object *Medicine has become a weapon in America's battles over
abortion, child custody, criminal responsibility, and the rights of gays and lesbians *The war on terror has exploited clinical psychology to
inflict harm Challenging, provocative, and insightful, The Hippocratic Myth breaks the code of silence and issues a powerful warning about the
need for doctors to forge a new compact with patients and society.
Lies, Damned Lies, and ScienceHow to Sort through the Noise Around Global Warming, the Latest Health Claims, and Other Scientific
ControversiesFT Press
Revised and updated edition that analyses how the Office of National Drug Control Policy employs statistics to misleadingly claim the War on
Drugs is a success. First published in 2007, Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics critically analyzed claims made by the Office of
National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), the White House agency of accountability in the nation’s drug war since 1989, as found in the six
editions of the annual National Drug Control Strategy between 2000 and 2005. In this revised and updated second edition of their critically
acclaimed work, Matthew B. Robinson and Renee G. Scherlen examine seven more recent editions (2006–2012) to once again determine if
ONDCP accurately and honestly presents information or intentionally distorts evidence to justify continuing the drug war. They uncover the
many ways in which ONDCP manipulates statistics and visually presents that information to the public. Their analysis demonstrates a drug
war that consistently fails to reduce drug use, drug fatalities, or illnesses associated with drug use; fails to provide treatment for drugdependent users; and drives up the prices of drugs. They conclude with policy recommendations for reforming ONDCP’s use of statistics, as
well as how the nation fights the war on drugs. Praise for the First Edition “Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics is surprisingly easy to
read, and Robinson and Scherlen have done a huge favor not only to critics of current drug policy by compiling this damning critique of
ONDCP claims, but also to anyone interested in how data is compiled, presented, and misused by bureaucrats attempting to guard their
domains. It should be required reading for members of Congress.” — Drug War Chronicle Book Review “The authors have performed a
valuable service to our democracy with their meticulous analysis of the White House ONDCP public statements and reports. They have
pulled the sheet off what appears to be an official policy of deception using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation.
This document, at last, gives us a map of the truth.” — Mike Gray, author of Drug Crazy: How We Got into This Mess and How We Can Get
Out “Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how ONDCP fails to live up to basic standards of accountability
and consistency.” — Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance
They say that the Thorn of Camorr can beat anyone in a fight. They say he steals from the rich and gives to the poor. They say he's part man,
part myth, and mostly street-corner rumor. And they are wrong on every count. Only averagely tall, slender, and god-awful with a sword,
Locke Lamora is the fabled Thorn, and the greatest weapons at his disposal are his wit and cunning. He steals from the rich - they're the only
ones worth stealing from - but the poor can go steal for themselves. What Locke cons, wheedles and tricks into his possession is strictly for
him and his band of fellow con-artists and thieves: the Gentleman Bastards. Together their domain is the city of Camorr. Built of Elderglass by
a race no-one remembers, it's a city of shifting revels, filthy canals, baroque palaces and crowded cemeteries. Home to Dons, merchants,
soldiers, beggars, cripples, and feral children. And to Capa Barsavi, the criminal mastermind who runs the city. But there are whispers of a
challenge to the Capa's power. A challenge from a man no one has ever seen, a man no blade can touch. The Grey King is coming. A man
would be well advised not to be caught between Capa Barsavi and The Grey King. Even such a master of the sword as the Thorn of Camorr.
As for Locke Lamora ...
'Jodi Taylor is quite simply the Queen of Time. Her books are a swashbuckling joyride through History' C. K. MCDONNELL 'A great mix of
British properness and humour with a large dollop of historical fun' ***** Meet St Mary's - a group of tea-soaked disaster magnets who hurtle
their way around History. - If the whole of History lay before you, where would you go? When Dr Madeleine Maxwell is recruited by the St
Mary's Institute of Historical Research, she discovers the historians there don't just study the past - they revisit it. But one wrong move and
History will fight back - to the death. And Max soon discovers it's not just History she's fighting... BOOK 1 IN THE INTERNATIONALLY
BESTSELLING CHRONICLES OF ST MARY'S SERIES For fans of Jasper Fforde, Doctor Who, Genevieve Cogman and Richard Osman's
Thursday Murder Club Readers love Jodi Taylor: 'Once in a while, I discover an author who changes everything... Jodi Taylor and her
protagonista Madeleine "Max" Maxwell have seduced me' 'A great mix of British proper-ness and humour with a large dollop of historical fun'
'Addictive. I wish St Mary's was real and I was a part of it' 'Jodi Taylor has an imagination that gets me completely hooked' 'A tour de force'
America Anonymous is the unforgettable story of eight men and women from around the country -- including a grandmother, a college
student, a bodybuilder, and a housewife -- struggling with addictions. For nearly three years, acclaimed journalist Benoit Denizet-Lewis
immersed himself in their lives as they battled drug and alcohol abuse, overeating, and compulsive gambling and sexuality. Alternating with
their stories is Denizet-Lewis's candid account of his own recovery from sexual addiction and his compelling examination of our culture of
addiction, where we obsessively search for new and innovative ways to escape the reality of the present moment and make ourselves feel
"better." Addiction is arguably this country's biggest public-health crisis, triggering and exacerbating many of our most pressing social
problems (crime, poverty, skyrocketing health-care costs, and childhood abuse and neglect). But while cancer and AIDS survivors have taken
to the streets -- and to the halls of Congress -- demanding to be counted, millions of addicts with successful long-term recovery talk only to
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each other in the confines of anonymous Twelve Step meetings. (A notable exception is the addicted celebrity, who often enters and exits
rehab with great fanfare.) Through the riveting stories of Americans in various stages of recovery and relapse, Denizet-Lewis shines a
spotlight on our most misunderstood health problem (is addiction a brain disease? A spiritual malady? A moral failing?) and breaks through
the shame and denial that still shape our cultural understanding of it -- and hamper our ability to treat it. Are Americans more addicted than
people in other countries, or does it just seem that way? Can food or sex be as addictive as alcohol and drugs? And will we ever be able to
treat addiction with a pill? These are just a few of the questions Denizet-Lewis explores during his remarkable journey inside the lives of men
and women struggling to become, or stay, sober. As the addicts in this book stumble, fall, and try again to make a different and better life,
Denizet-Lewis records their struggles -- and his own -- with honesty and empathy.
Statistics Done Wrong describes how researchers often go wrong and teaches you the best practices for avoiding their mistakes.
Offers a whimsical critique of the Right, exposing their deceptive practices, challenging conceptions about the media's liberal bias, and
identifying inconsistencies in the Bush administration.
If you want to outsmart a crook, learn his tricks—Darrell Huff explains exactly how in the classic How to Lie with Statistics. From distorted
graphs and biased samples to misleading averages, there are countless statistical dodges that lend cover to anyone with an ax to grind or a
product to sell. With abundant examples and illustrations, Darrell Huff’s lively and engaging primer clarifies the basic principles of statistics
and explains how they’re used to present information in honest and not-so-honest ways. Now even more indispensable in our data-driven
world than it was when first published, How to Lie with Statistics is the book that generations of readers have relied on to keep from being
fooled.
'A statistical national treasure' Jeremy Vine, BBC Radio 2 'Required reading for all politicians, journalists, medics and anyone who tries to
influence people (or is influenced) by statistics. A tour de force' Popular Science Do busier hospitals have higher survival rates? How many
trees are there on the planet? Why do old men have big ears? David Spiegelhalter reveals the answers to these and many other questions questions that can only be addressed using statistical science. Statistics has played a leading role in our scientific understanding of the world
for centuries, yet we are all familiar with the way statistical claims can be sensationalised, particularly in the media. In the age of big data, as
data science becomes established as a discipline, a basic grasp of statistical literacy is more important than ever. In The Art of Statistics,
David Spiegelhalter guides the reader through the essential principles we need in order to derive knowledge from data. Drawing on real world
problems to introduce conceptual issues, he shows us how statistics can help us determine the luckiest passenger on the Titanic, whether
serial killer Harold Shipman could have been caught earlier, and if screening for ovarian cancer is beneficial. 'Shines a light on how we can
use the ever-growing deluge of data to improve our understanding of the world' Nature
This study explores the dynamic relationship between science, numbers and politics. What can scientific evidence realistically do in and for
politics? The volume contributes to that debate by focusing on the role of “numbers” as a means by which knowledge is expressed and
through which that knowledge can be transferred into the political realm. Based on the assumption that numbers are constantly being actively
created, translated, and used, and that they need to be interpreted in their respective and particular contexts, it examines how numbers and
quantifications are made ‘politically workable’, examining their production, their transition into the sphere of politics and their eventual use
therein. Key questions that are addressed include: In what ways does scientific evidence affect political decision-making in the contemporary
world? How and why did quantification come to play such an important role within democratic politics? What kind of work do scientific
evidence and numbers do politically?
"[An] absolutely fascinating and sobering quest into the fantastic differences between the world as it is and the world as it is portrayed in the
statistics the media use. . . .This book is simply a must."--Nachman Ben-Yehuda, author of The Masada Myth "Best is our leading authority
on social problems today. His detective work in exposing the spurious use of statistics is essential to constructive social science. No one who
speaks for the public welfare can ignore his powerful work."--Jonathan B. Imber, Editor-in-Chief, Society "Joel Best is at it again. In Damned
Lies and Statistics, he shows how statistics are manipulated, mismanaged, misrepresented, and massaged by officials and other powerful
groups to promote their agendas. He is a master at examining taken-for-granted "facts" and debunking them through careful sociological
scrutiny."--Patricia Adler, author of Peer Power "A real page turner. Best is the John Grisham of sociology!"--James Holstein, author of The
New Language of Qualitative Method "In our era, numbers are as much a staple of political debates as stories. And just as stories so often
turn into fables, so Best shows that we often believe the most implausible of numbers--to the detriment of us all."--Peter Reuter, co-author of
Drug War Heresies: Learning from Other Vices,Times and Places
"Ned O'Gorman's Politics for Everybody is, at its core, a defense of politics for our polarized times. In an accessible and impassioned style,
O'Gorman argues for a political middle ground, which is not aligned with any particular party or ideology, but which embraces the worth,
value, and importance of politics itself. Inspired by Hannah Arendt, O'Gorman shows how political thinking is rooted in common sense and
everyday experiences, and is rooted in all of us, even and especially when politics is the last thing we want to talk about. Resisting the
deadening of political experience by the bombast of contemporary media, the impoverishment of public discourse, and the low-minded
violence of smear campaigns, O'Gorman calls for a purer, simpler relation to politics, one that does justice to the virtues of open, honest
exchange, which can be critical without being hateful. Politics for Everybody is, in short, a defense of the dignity of politics in the age of its
infamy, and a plea for the notion that to give politics a thinking chance, we must take it more seriously, not write it off"-“Comprehensive, readable, and replete with current, useful examples, this book provides a much-needed explanation of how to be a critical
consumer of the scientific claims we encounter in our everyday lives.” —April Cordero Maskiewicz, Department of Biology, Point Loma
Nazarene University “Seethaler’s book helps the reader look inside the workings of science and gain a deeper understanding of the pathway
that is followed by a scientific finding—from its beginnings in a research lab to its appearance on the nightly news.” —Jim Slotta, Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto “How I wish science was taught this way! Seethaler builds skills for critical thinking
and evaluation. The book is rich with examples that not only illustrate her points beautifully, they also make it very interesting and fun to
read.” —Julia R. Brown, Director, Targacept, Inc. Don’t Get Hoodwinked! Make Sense of Health and Science News...and Make Smarter
Decisions! Every day, there’s a new scientific or health controversy. And every day, it seems as if there’s a new study that contradicts what
you heard yesterday. What’s really going on? Who’s telling the truth? Who’s faking it? What do scientists actually know–and what don’t
they know? This book will help you cut through the confusion and make sense of it all–even if you’ve never taken a science class! Leading
science educator and journalist Dr. Sherry Seethaler reveals how science and health research really work...how to put scientific claims in
context and understand the real tradeoffs involved...tell quality research from junk science...discover when someone’s deliberately trying to
fool you...and find more information you can trust! Nobody knows what new controversy will erupt tomorrow. But one thing’s for certain: With
this book, you’ll know how to figure out the real deal–and make smarter decisions for yourself and your family! Watch the news, and you’ll
be overwhelmed by snippets of badly presented science: information that’s incomplete, confusing, contradictory, out-of-context, wrong, or flatout dishonest. Defend yourself! Dr. Sherry Seethaler gives you a powerful arsenal of tools for making sense of science. You’ll learn how to
think more sensibly about everything from mad cow disease to global warming—and how to make better science-related decisions in both your
personal life and as a citizen. You’ll begin by understanding how science really works and progresses, and why scientists sometimes
disagree. Seethaler helps you assess the possible biases of those who make scientific claims in the media, and place scientific issues in
appropriate context, so you can intelligently assess tradeoffs. You’ll learn how to determine whether a new study is really meaningful;
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uncover the difference between cause and coincidence; figure out which statistics mean something, and which don’t. Seethaler reveals the
tricks self-interested players use to mislead and confuse you, and points you to sources of information you can actually rely upon. Her many
examples range from genetic engineering of crops to drug treatments for depression...but the techniques she teaches you will be invaluable
in understanding any scientific controversy, in any area of science or health. ^ Potions, plots, and personalities: How science progresses, and
why scientists sometimes disagree ^ Is it “cause” or merely coincidence? How to tell compelling evidence from a “good story” ^ There are
always tradeoffs: How to put science and health claims in context, and understand their real implications ^ All the tricks experts use to fool
you, exposed! How to recognize lies, “truthiness,” or pseudo-expertise
A top behavioral geneticist makes the case that DNA inherited from our parents at the moment of conception can predict our psychological
strengths and weaknesses. In Blueprint, behavioral geneticist Robert Plomin describes how the DNA revolution has made DNA personal by
giving us the power to predict our psychological strengths and weaknesses from birth. A century of genetic research shows that DNA
differences inherited from our parents are the consistent lifelong sources of our psychological individuality—the blueprint that makes us who
we are. Plomin reports that genetics explains more about the psychological differences among people than all other factors combined.
Nature, not nurture, is what makes us who we are. Plomin explores the implications of these findings, drawing some provocative
conclusions—among them that parenting styles don't really affect children's outcomes once genetics is taken into effect. This book offers
readers a unique insider's view of the exciting synergies that came from combining genetics and psychology. The paperback edition has a
new afterword by the author.
John Allen Paulos is a master at shedding mathematical lights on our everyday world:What exactly did Lani Guinier say about quotas?What
is the probability of identifying a murderer through DNA testing?Which are the real risks to our health and which the phony ones?Employing
the same fun-filled, user-friendly, and quirkily insightful approach that put Innumeracy on best-seller lists, Paulos now leads us through the
pages of the daily newspaper, revealing the hidden mathematical angles of countless articles. From the Senate, the SATs, and sex to crime,
celebrities, and cults, Paulos takes stories that may not seem to involve mathematics at all and demonstrates how mathematical naïtéan put
readers at a distinct disadvantage.Whether he's using chaos theory to puncture economic and environmental predictions, applying logic and
self-reference to clarify the hazards of spin doctoring and news compression, or employing arithmetic and common sense to give us a novel
perspective on greed and relationships, Paulos never fails to entertain and enlighten.Even if you hated math in school, you'll love the
numerical vignettes in this book.
The historical relationship between science and capitalism has long stood as a central question in science studies, at least since its
foundations in the 1930s. Taking inspiration from the recent surge of scholarly interest in the “history of capitalism,” as well as from renewed
attention to political economy by historians of science and technology, this Osiris volume revisits this classic quandary, foregrounding the
entanglements between these two powerful and unruly historical forces and tracing the diverse ways they mutually shaped each other. Key
attention is paid to the practices of knowledge work that enable both scientific and capitalistic action and to the diversity of global sites and
circuits in which science/capitalism have been performed. The assembled papers excavate an array of tangled nodes at the
science/capitalism nexus, spanning from the seventeenth century to the twenty-first, from Nevada to Central Asia to Japan, from microbiology
to industrial psychology to public health.
Copyright: 5946ccea73bfbb102900c428fd7a2483

Page 5/5

Copyright : m.nexenta.com

