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The laws of thermodynamics drive everything that happens in the universe. From the sudden expansion of a cloud of gas to the cooling of hot
metal, and from the unfurling of a leaf to the course of life itself - everything is directed and constrained by four simple laws. They establish
fundamental concepts such as temperature and heat, and reveal the arrow of time and even the nature of energy itself. Peter Atkins' powerful
and compelling introduction explains what the laws are and how they work, using accessible language and virtually no mathematics. Guiding
the reader from the Zeroth Law to the Third Law, he introduces the fascinating concept of entropy, and how it not only explains why your desk
tends to get messier, but also how its unstoppable rise constitutes the engine of the universe.
The common law began as England's national system of adjudication for correcting wrongs, protecting rights, and enforcing due
administration of government in the Royal courts. Its origins can be traced back to 11th century England, and was soon exported to the rest of
Britain and ultimately to the far-flung reaches of the British Empire. The common law has therefore enjoyed nearly a thousand years of
development and elaboration, in many lands, influenced by but separate from the systems of continental Europe, with its own distinctive
procedures of pleading, fact-finding, and remedies. It developed laws that govern much of today's world of trade, business, and finance; it
defended ideas of personal liberty and equality before the law; and it helped establish principles of constitutional, legally-limited government,
and administration. Thus the common law provides an original and crucial strand in the history of social organization, politics, and culture
around the world. In this Very Short Introduction Joseph Getzler explains the evolution of the common law. The main institutions of the
common law are described - courts, procedures, judges and juries, and means of reporting, analysing, and learning the law; and the main
categories of common-law rights and duties are delineated - property, contract, and tort, equitable claims, unjust enrichment, crime,
constitutional and public law, and civil liberties.
Comprehensive and accessible, Tim Newburn’s bestselling Criminology provides an introduction to the fundamental themes, concepts,
theories, methods and events that underpin the subject and form the basis for all undergraduate degree courses and modules in Criminology
and Criminal Justice. This third edition includes: A new chapter on politics, reflecting the ever increasing coverage of political influence and
decision making on criminology courses New and updated crime data and analysis of trends, plus new content on recent events such as the
Volkswagen scandal, the latest developments on historic child abuse, as well as extended coverage throughout of the English riots A fully
revised and updated companion website, including exam, review and multiple choice questions, a live Twitter feed from the author providing
links to media and academic coverage of events related to the concepts covered in the book, together with links to a dedicated textbook
Facebook page Fully updated to reflect recent developments in the field and extensively illustrated, this authoritative text, written by a leading
criminologist and experienced lecturer, is essential reading for all students of Criminology and related fields.
LawA Very Short IntroductionOxford University Press, USA
Modern societies require energy systems to provide energy for cooking, heating, transport, and materials processing, as well as for electricity
generation. Energy systems include the primary fuel, its conversion, and transport to the point of use. In many cases this primary fuel is still a
fossil fuel, a one-use resource derived from a finite supply within our planet, causing considerable damage to the environment. After 300
years of increasing reliance on fossil fuels, particularly coal, it is becoming ever clearer that the present energy systems need to change. In
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this Very Short Introduction Nick Jenkins explores our historic investment in the exploitation of fossil energy resources and their current
importance, and discusses the implications of our increasing rate of energy use. He considers the widespread acceptance by scientists and
policy makers that our energy systems must reduce emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases, and looks forward to the radical changes
in fuel technology that will be necessary to continue to provide energy supplies in a sustainable manner, and extend access across the
developing world. Considering the impact of changing to an environmentally benign and low-carbon energy system, Jenkins also looks at
future low-carbon energy systems which would use electricity from a variety of renewable energy sources, as well as the role of nuclear
power in our energy use. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
"You can't handle the truth." These iconic words, bellowed by Jack Nicholson as Colonel Jessup in the 1992 movie A Few Good Men,
became an emblem of the conflict between honor and truth that the collective imagination often considers the quintessence of military justice.
The military is the rare part of contemporary society that enjoys the privilege of policing its own members' behavior, with special courts and a
separate body of rules. Whether one is for or against this system, military trials are fascinating and little understood. This book opens a
window on the military judicial system, offering an accessible and balanced assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of military legal
regimes around the world. It illuminates US military justice through a comparison with civilian and foreign models for the administration of
justice, with a particular emphasis on the UK and Canadian military justice systems. Drawing on his experience as a serving officer, private
practitioner, and law professor, Eugene R. Fidell presents a hard-hitting tour of the field, exploring military justice trends across different
countries and compliance (or lack thereof) with contemporary human rights standards. He digs into critical issues such as the response to
sexual assault in the armed forces, the challenges of protecting judicial independence, and the effect of social media and modern technology
on age-old traditions of military discipline. A rich series of case studies, ranging from examples of misconduct, such as the devastating Abu
Ghraib photos, to political tangles, such as the Guantanamo military commissions, throw light on the high profile and occasionally obscure
circumstances that emerge from today's military operations around the world. As Fidell's account shows, by understanding the mechanism of
military justice we can better comprehend the political values of a country. "
From the Bronze Age mariners of the Mediterranean to contemporary sailors using satellite-based technologies, the history of navigation at
sea, the art of finding a position and setting a course, is fascinating. The scientific and technological developments that have enabled
accurate measurements of position were central to exploration, trade, and the opening up of new continents, and the resulting journeys taken
under their influence have had a profound influence on world history. In this Very Short Introduction Jim Bennett looks at the history of
navigation, starting with the distinctive cultures of navigation that are defined geographically - the Mediterranean Sea, and the Pacific, Indian,
and Atlantic Oceans. He shows how the adoption of mathematical methods, the use of instruments, the writing of textbooks and the
publication of charts all combined to create a more standardized practice. Methods such as longitude-finding by chronometer and lunar
distance were complemented by the routine business of recording courses and reckoning position 'by account'. Bennett also introduces the
incredible array of instruments relied on by sailors, from astrolabes, sextants, and chronometers, to our more modern radio receivers,
electronic equipment, and charts, and highlights the crucial role played by the individual qualities of endeavor and resourcefulness from
mathematicians, scientists, and seamen in finding their way at sea. The story of navigation combines the societal, the technical, and the
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human, and it was vital for shaping the modern world.
"Though the U.S. Constitution was ratified in 1788, its impact on our lives is as recent as today's news. Claims and counterclaims about the
constitutionality of governmental actions are a habit of American politics. This document, which its framers designed to limit power, often has
made political conflict inevitable. It also has accommodated and legitimized the political and social changes of a vibrant, powerful democratic
nation. A product of history's first modern revolution, the Constitution embraced a new formula for government: it restrained power on behalf
of liberty, but it also granted power to promote and protect liberty. The U.S. Constitution: A Very Short Introduction explores the major themes
that have shaped American constitutional history-- federalism, the balance of powers, property, representation, equality, rights, and security.
Informed by the latest scholarship, this book places constitutional history within the context of American political and social history. We do not
operate today under the same Constitution created by our founding fathers or the Constitution as completed by the Bill of Rights in 1791 or
even the one revised by the Reconstruction amendments. Nor are we the same nation. As our circumstances have changed, so has our
Constitution.Today we face serious challenges to the nation's constitutional legacy. Endless wars, a sharply divided electorate and
deadlocked government, economic inequality, immigration, cybersecurity and privacy, and foreign interference in the nation's democratic
processes, among a host of other issues, have placed demands on government and on society that test our constitutional values.
Understanding how the Constitution has evolved will help us adapt its principles to the challenges of our age"-Explores the promise and limitations of competitive market dynamics, looking at the threats to competition--cartels, agreements, monopolies,
and mergers--and the laws in place across the US and European Union to safeguard the process of competition.
A concise examination of the central role of legal decisions in shaping key social issues explores topics ranging from Native American affairs
and slavery to business and home life as well as how criminal and civil offenses have been addressed in positive and negative ways.
Original.
We all create intellectual property. We all use intellectual property. Intellectual property is the most pervasive yet least understood way we
regulate expression. Despite its importance to so many aspects of the global economy and daily life, intellectual property policy remains a
confusing and arcane subject. This engaging book clarifies both the basic terms and the major conflicts surrounding these fascinating areas
of law, offering a layman's introduction to copyright, patents, trademarks, and other forms of knowledge falling under the purview of
intellectual property rights. Using vivid examples, noted media expert Siva Vaidhyanathan illustrates the powers and limits of intellectual
property, distilling with grace and wit the complex tangle of laws, policies, and values governing the dissemination of ideas, expressions,
inventions, creativity, and data collection in the modern world. Vaidhyanathan explains that intellectual property exists as it does because
powerful interests want it to exist. The strongest economies in the world have a keen interest in embedding rigid methods of control and
enforcement over emerging economies to preserve the huge economic interests linked to their copyright industries-film, music, software, and
publishing. For this reason, the fight over the global standardization of intellectual property has become one of the most important sites of
tension in North-South global relations. Through compelling case studies, including those of Starbucks, Coca-Cola, Sony, Amazon, and
Google Books, Vaidhyanathan shows that the modern intellectual property systems reflect three centuries of changes in politics, economics,
technologies, and social values. Although it emerged from a desire to foster creativity while simultaneously protecting it, intellectual property
today has fundamentally shifted to a political dimension.
The European Union is rarely out of the news and, as it deals with the consequences of the Brexit vote and struggles to emerge from the
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eurozone crisis, it faces difficult questions about its future. In this debate, the law has a central role to play, whether the issue be the
governance ofthe eurozone, the internal market, "clawing back powers from Europe" or reducing so-called "Brussels red tape".In this Very
Short Introduction Anthony Arnull looks at the laws and legal system of the European Union, including EU courts, and discusses the range of
issues that the European Union has been given the power to regulate, such as the free movement of goods and people. He considers why
anorganisation based on international treaties has proved capable of having far-reaching effects on both its Member States and on countries
that lie beyond its borders, and discusses how its law and legal system have proved remarkably effective in ensuring that Member States
respect the commitmentsthey made when they signed the Treaties. Answering some of the key questions surrounding EU law, such as what
exactly it is about, and how it has become part of the legal DNA of its Member States so much more effectively than other treaty-based
regimes, Arnull considers the future for the EuropeanUnion.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life. Legal philosophy, or jurisprudence, explores the notion of law and its role in
society, illuminating its meaning and its relation to the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality. In this Very Short Introduction
Raymond Wacks analyses the nature and purpose of the legal system, and the practice by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks reveals the
intriguing and challenging nature of legal philosophy with clarity and enthusiasm, providing an enlightening guide to the central questions of
legal theory. In this revised edition Wacks makes a number of updates including new material on legal realism, changes to the approach to
the analysis of law and legal theory, and updates to historical and anthropological jurisprudence. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Today it is usually not long before a problem gets expressed as a human rights issue. Indeed, human rights law continues to gain increasing
attention internationally, and must move quickly in order to keep up with a social world that changes so rapidly. This Very Short Introduction,
in its second edition, brings the issue of human rights up to date, considering the current controversies surrounding the movement.
Discussing torture and arbitrary detention in the context of counter terrorism, Andrew Clapham also considers new challenges to human
rights in the context of privacy, equality and the right to health. Looking at the philosophical justification for rights, the historical origins of
human rights and how they are formed in law, Clapham explains what our human rights actually are, what they might be, and where the
human rights movement is heading. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Religion plays a central role in human experience. Billions of people around the world practice a faith and act in accordance with it. Religion
shapes how they enter the world and how they leave it - how they eat, dress, marry, and raise their children. It shapes their assumptions
about who they are and who they want to be. Religion also identifies insiders and outsiders, who has power and who doesn't. It sanctifies
injustice and combats it. It draws national borders. It affects law, economy, and government. It destroys and restores the environment. It
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starts wars and ends them. Whether you notice it or not, religion plays a role in how billions conduct their lives. We are called, then, to
understand this important factor in human life today. Beginning with the first signs of religion among ancient humans and concluding with a
look at modern citizens and global trends, leading scholar Thomas Tweed examines this powerful and enduring force in human society.
Tweed deftly documents religion as it exists around the world, addressing its role in both intensifying and alleviating contemporary political
and environmental problems, from armed conflict to climate change. Religion: A Very Short Introduction offers a concise non-partisan
overview of religion's long history and its complicated role in the world today.
Everyone has an opinion about the core issues of medical law; from clinical negligence and organ transplantation to abortion, confidentiality,
and euthanasia - it deals with matters of life and death. Using case studies to explore the key principles, Charles Foster presents a
fascinating Very Short Introduction to medical law.
Environmental law is the law concerned with environmental problems. It is a vast area of law that operates from the local to the global,
involving a range of different legal and regulatory techniques. In theory, environmental protection is a no brainer. Few people would actively
argue for pollution or environmental destruction. Ensuring a clean environment is ethically desirable, and also sensible from a purely selfinterested perspective. Yet, in practice, environmental law is a messy and complex business fraught with conflict. Whilst environmental law is
often characterized in overly simplistic terms, with a law being seen as be a magic wand that solves an environmental problem, the reality is
that creating and maintaining a body of laws to address and avoid problems is not easy, and involves legislators, courts, regulators and
communities. This Very Short Introduction provides an overview of the main features of environmental law, and discusses how environmental
law deals with multiple interests, socio-political conflicts, and the limits of knowledge about the environment. Showing how interdependent
societies across the world have developed robust and legitimate bodies of law to address environmental problems, Elizabeth Fisher
discusses some of the major issues involved in environmental law's: nation statehood, power, the reframing role of law, the need to ensure
real environmental improvements, and environmental justice. As Fisher explains, environmental law is, and will always be, necessary but
inherently controversial. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
What is a family? What makes someone a parent? What rights should children have? In this Very Short Introduction Jonathan Herring
provides an insight not only into what the law is, but why it is the way it is. It also looks at the future to consider what families will look like in
the years ahead, and what new dilemmas the courts may face.
With over 140 million copies in print, and serving as the principal proselytizing tool of one of the world's fastest growing faiths, the Book of
Mormon is undoubtedly one of the most influential religious texts produced in the western world. Written by Terryl Givens, a leading authority
on Mormonism, this compact volume offers the only concise, accessible introduction to this extraordinary work. Givens examines the Book of
Mormon first and foremost in terms of the claims that its narrators make for its historical genesis, its purpose as a sacred text, and its
meaning for an audience which shifts over the course of the history it unfolds. The author traces five governing themes in
particular--revelation, Christ, Zion, scripture, and covenant--and analyzes the Book's central doctrines and teachings. Some of these resonate
with familiar nineteenth-century religious preoccupations; others consist of radical and unexpected takes on topics from the fall of Man to
Christ's mortal ministries and the meaning of atonement. Givens also provides samples of a cast of characters that number in the hundreds,
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and analyzes representative passages from a work that encompasses tragedy, poetry, sermons, visions, family histories and military
chronicles. Finally, this introduction surveys the contested origins and production of a work held by millions to be scripture, and reviews the
scholarly debates that address questions of the record's historicity. Here then is an accessible guide to what is, by any measure, an
indispensable key to understanding Mormonism. But it is also an introduction to a compelling and complex text that is too often
overshadowed by the controversies that surround it. About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short
Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
Some would argue that scarcely a day passes without a new assault on our privacy. In the wake of the whistle-blower Edward Snowden's
revelations about the extent of surveillance conducted by the security services in the United States, Britain, and elsewhere, concerns about
individual privacy have significantly increased. The Internet generates risks, unimagined even twenty years ago, to the security and integrity
of information in all its forms. The manner in which information is collected, stored, exchanged, and used has changed forever; and with it, the
character of the threats to individual privacy. The scale of accessible private data generated by the phenomenal growth of blogs, social
media, and other contrivances of our information age pose disturbing threats to our privacy. And the hunger for gossip continues to fuel
sensationalist media that frequently degrade the notion of a private domain to which we reasonably lay claim. In the new edition of this Very
Short Introduction, Raymond Wacks looks at all aspects of privacy to include numerous recent changes, and considers how this fundamental
value might be reconciled with competing interests such as security and freedom of expression. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
In our globalised world the sources and actors of international law are many and its growth prolific and disorderly. International law governs
the actions of states on matters as long-established as diplomatic immunity or as recent as the War on Terror, and it now impacts upon the
lives of ordinary citizens in areas as diverse as banking and investment, public health and the protection of the environment. In this
accessible introduction Emmanuelle Tourme Jouannet explains the latest developments in international law in the light of its history and
culture, presenting it as an instrument both for dominance and for change that adjusts and balances the three pillars of the United Nations
Charter: the prohibition of the use of force; economic, social and sustainable development; and human rights.
This book introduces readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It starts by explaining why the subject is important and how it tackles
basic ethical questions such as 'how should we live together in society?' It looks at political authority, the reasons why we need politics at all,
the limitations of politics, and whether there are areas of life that shouldn't be governed by politics. It explores the connections between
political authority and justice, a constant theme in political philosophy, and the ways in which social justice can be used to regulate rather than
destroy a market economy. David Miller discusses why nations are the natural units of government and whether the rise of multiculturalism
and transnational co-operation will change this: will we ever see the formation of a world government? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Law is at the heart of every society, protecting rights, imposing duties, and establishing a framework for the conduct of almost all social,
political, and economic activity. Despite this, the law often seems a highly technical, perplexing mystery, with its antiquated and often
impenetrable jargon, obsolete procedures, and endless stream of complex statutes and legislation. In this Very Short Introduction Raymond
Wacks introduces the major branches of the law, describing what lawyers do, and how courts operate, and considers the philosophy of law
and its pursuit of justice, freedom, and equality. In this second edition, Wacks locates the discipline in our contemporary world, considering
the pressures of globalization and digitalisation and the nature of the law in our culture of threatened security and surveillance. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Lie detection, offender profiling, jury selection, insanity in the law, predicting the risk of re-offending , the minds of serial killers and many
other topics that fill news and fiction are all aspects of the rapidly developing area of scientific psychology broadly known as Forensic
Psychology. Forensic Psychology: A Very Short Introduction discusses all the aspects of psychology that are relevant to the legal and
criminal process as a whole. It includes explanations of criminal behaviour and criminality, including the role of mental disorder in crime, and
discusses how forensic psychology contributes to helping investigate the crime and catching the perpetrators. It also explains how
psychologists provide guidance to all those involved in civil and criminal court proceedings, including both the police and the accused, and
what expert testimony can be provided by a psychologist about the offender at the trial. Finally, David Canter examines how forensic
psychology is used, particularly in prisons, to help in the management, treatment and rehabilitation of offenders, once they have been
convicted. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Physics, the fundamental science of matter and energy, encompasses all levels of nature from the subatomic to the cosmic, and
underlies much of the technology around us. Understanding the physics of our universe is an essential aspect of humanity's quest
to understand our environment and our place within it. Doing physics enables us to explore the interaction between environment
and human society, and can help us to work towards the future sustainability of the planet. This Very Short Introduction provides
an overview of how this pervasive science came to be and how it works: who funds it, how physicists are trained and how they
think, and how physics supports the technology we all use. Sidney Perkowitz presents the theories and outcomes of pure and
applied physics from ideas of the Greek natural philosophers to modern quantum mechanics, cosmology, digital electronics and
energy production. Considering its most consequential experiments, including recent results in elementary particles, gravitational
waves and materials science, he also discusses outside the lab, the effects of physics on society, culture, and humanity's vision of
its place in the universe. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
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topics highly readable.
Summary: Philosopher Stephen Law explains why humanism--though a rejection of religion--nevertheless provides both a moral
basis and a meaning for our lives.-publisher description.
We have all wondered about the meaning of life. But is there an answer? And do we even really know what we're asking? Terry
Eagleton takes a stimulating and quirky look at this most compelling of questions: at the answers explored in philosophy and
literature; at the crisis of meaning in modern times; and suggests his own solution to how we might rediscover meaning in our
lives.
The author surveys the principles governing medical law.
Raymond Wacks reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal philosophy, exploring the notion of law and its role in our
lives. He refers to key thinkers from Aristotle to Rawls, from Bentham to Derrida and looks at the central questions behind legal
theory, and law's relation to justice, morality, and democracy.
Economics has the capacity to offer us deep insights into some of the most formidable problems of life, and offer solutions to them
too. Combining a global approach with examples from everyday life, Partha Dasgupta describes the lives of two children who live
very different lives in different parts of the world: in the Mid-West USA and in Ethiopia. He compares the obstacles facing them,
and the processes that shape their lives, their families, and their futures. He shows how economics uncovers these processes,
finds explanations for them, and how it forms policies and solutions. Along the way, Dasgupta provides an intelligent and
accessible introduction to key economic factors and concepts such as individual choices, national policies, efficiency, equity,
development, sustainability, dynamic equilibrium, property rights, markets, and public goods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
For 30 years, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Linda Greenhouse chronicled the activities of the U.S. Supreme Court and its
justices as a correspondent for the New York Times. In this Very Short Introduction, she draws on her deep knowledge of the
court's history and of its written and unwritten rules to show readers how the Supreme Court really works. Greenhouse offers a
fascinating institutional biography of a place and its people--men and women who exercise great power but whose names and
faces are unrecognized by many Americans and whose work often appears cloaked in mystery. How do cases get to the Supreme
Court? How do the justices go about deciding them? What special role does the chief justice play? What do the law clerks do?
How does the court relate to the other branches of government? Greenhouse answers these questions by depicting the justices as
they confront deep constitutional issues or wrestle with the meaning of confusing federal statutes. Throughout, the author
examines many individual Supreme Court cases to illustrate points under discussion, ranging from Marbury v. Madison, the
seminal case which established judicial review, to the recent District of Columbia v. Heller (2008), which struck down the District of
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Columbia's gun-control statute and which was, surprisingly, the first time in its history that the Court issued an authoritative
interpretation of the Second Amendment. To add perspective, Greenhouse also compares the Court to foreign courts, revealing
interesting differences. For instance, no other country in the world has chosen to bestow life tenure on its judges. The second
edition of Greenhouse's Very Short Introduction tracks the changes in the Court's makeup over the last eight years, considers the
landmark decisions of the Obama and Trump eras, and reexamines the precarious fates of such precedents as Roe v. Wade. A
superb overview packed with telling details, this volume offers a matchless introduction to one of the pillars of American
government.
Law touches every aspect of our daily lives, and yet the main concepts, terms, and processes of the legal system remain obscure
to many. This 'Very Short Introduction' provides a clear, jargon-free account of modern legal systems, explaining how the law
works both in the Western tradition and around the world.
Law underlies our society - it protects our rights, imposes duties on each of us, and establishes a framework for the conduct of
almost every social, political, and economic activity. The punishment of crime, compensation of the injured, and the enforcement of
contracts are merely some of the tasks of a modern legal system. It also strives to achieve justice, promote freedom, and protect
our security. The result is a system that, while it touches all of our daily lives, is properly understood by only a few, with its
impenetrable jargon, obsolete procedures, and interminable stream of Byzantine statutes and judgments of the courts. This clear,
jargon-free Very Short Introduction aims to redress that balance, as it introduces the essentials of law and legal systems in a lively,
accessible, and stimulating manner. Explaining the main concepts, terms, and processes of the legal system, it focuses on the
Western tradition (the common law and the civil law), but also includes discussions of other legal systems, such as customary law
and Islamic law. And it looks to the future too, as globalization and rapid advances in technology place increasing strain on our
current legal system. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Beneath the surface of the apparently untutored and deceptively frank Abraham Lincoln ran private tunnels of self-taught study, a
restless philosophical curiosity, and a profound grasp of the fundamentals of democracy. Now, in Lincoln: A Very Short
Introduction, the award-winning Lincoln authority Allen C. Guelzo offers a penetrating look into the mind of one of our greatest
presidents. If Lincoln was famous for reading aloud from joke books, Guelzo shows that he also plunged deeply into the
mainstream of nineteenth-century liberal democratic thought. Guelzo takes us on a wide-ranging exploration of problems that
confronted Lincoln and liberal democracy--equality, opportunity, the rule of law, slavery, freedom, peace, and his legacy. The book
sets these problems and Lincoln's responses against the larger world of American and trans-Atlantic liberal democracy in the 19th
century, comparing Lincoln not just to Andrew Jackson or John Calhoun, but to British thinkers such as Richard Cobden, Jeremy
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Bentham, and John Bright, and to French observers Alexis de Tocqueville and François Guizot. The Lincoln we meet here is an
Enlightenment figure who struggled to create a common ground between a people focused on individual rights and a society eager
to establish a certain moral, philosophical, and intellectual bedrock. Lincoln insisted that liberal democracy had a higher purpose,
which was the realization of a morally right political order. But how to interject that sense of moral order into a system that values
personal self-satisfaction--"the pursuit of happiness"--remains a fundamental dilemma even today. Abraham Lincoln was a man
who, according to his friend and biographer William Henry Herndon, "lived in the mind." Guelzo paints a marvelous portrait of this
Lincoln--Lincoln the man of ideas--providing new insights into one of the giants of American history. About the Series: Combining
authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting topics.
Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in
hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring Islamic law is one of the major legal systems in the world today, yet it is often
misunderstood, particularly in the West. It is applicable in different forms as part of state law in countries across the Middle East,
Asia, and Africa, and also has a strong influence on Muslim communities throughout the Western world. This Very Short
Introduction provides an authoritative perspective on the evolution and nature of Islamic law. Mashood A. Baderin considers its
theory, covering the history and nature of Islamic jurisprudence; its scope, covering Family Law, Inheritance Law, Financial Law,
Penal Law, and International Law; and, finally, its practice. He takes into account both classical and modern scholarly perspectives
in examining the various facets of Islamic law, to provide an overview of this key legal system. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Interest in international law has increased greatly over the past decade, largely because of its central place in discussions such as
the Iraq War and Guantanamo, the World Trade Organisation, the anti-capitalist movement, the Kyoto Convention on climate
change, and the apparent failure of theinternational system to deal with the situations in Palestine and Darfur, and the plights of
refugees and illegal immigrants around the world. This Very Short Introduction explains what international law is, what its role in
international society is, and how it operates. Vaughan Lowe examines what international law can and cannot do and what it is and
what it isn't doing to make the world a better place. Focussing on the problems the worldfaces, Lowe uses terrorism,
environmental change, poverty, and international violence to demonstrate the theories and practice of international law, and how
the principles can be used for international co-operation.
In this Very Short Introduction Peter Singer and Katarzyna de Lazari-Radek provide an authoritative account of the nature of
utilitarianism, from its nineteenth-century origins, to its justification and its varieties. Considering how utilitarians can respond to
objections that are often regarded as devastating, they explore the utilitarian answer to the question of whether torture can ever be
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justified. They also discuss what it is that utilitarians should seek to maximize, paying special attention to the classical utilitarian
view that only pleasure or happiness is of intrinsic value. Singer and de Lazari-Radek conclude by analysing the continuing
importance of utilitarianism in the world, indicating how it is a force for new thinking on contemporary moral challenges like global
poverty, the treatment of animals, climate change, reducing the risk of human extinction, end-of-life decisions for terminally-ill
patients, and the shift towards assessing the success of government policies in terms of their impact on happiness.
Causation is the most fundamental connection in the universe. Without it, there would be no science or technology. There would
be no moral responsibility either, as none of our thoughts would be connected with our actions and none of our actions with any
consequences. Nor would we have a system of law because blame resides only in someone having caused injury or damage. Any
intervention we make in the world around us is premised on there being causal connections that are, to a degree, predictable. It is
causation that is at the basis of prediction and also explanation. This Very Short Introduction introduces the key theories of
causation and also the surrounding debates and controversies. Do causes produce their effects by guaranteeing them? Do causes
have to precede their effects? Can causation be reduced to the forces of physics? And are we right to think of causation as one
single thing at all? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Environmental law is the law concerned with environmental problems. It is a vast area of law that operates from the local to the
global, involving a range of different legal and regulatory techniques. In theory, environmental protection is a no brainer. Few
people would actively argue forpollution or environmental destruction. Ensuring a clean environment is ethically desirable, and also
sensible from a purely self-interested perspective. Yet, in practice, environmental law is a messy and complex business fraught
with conflict. Whilst environmental law is often characterized inoverly simplistic terms, with a law being seen as be a magic wand
that solves an environmental problem, the reality is that creating and maintaining a body of laws to address and avoid problems is
not easy, and involves legislators, courts, regulators and communities. This Very Short Introduction provides an overview of the
main features of environmental law, and discusses how environmental law deals with multiple interests, socio-political conflicts,
and the limits of knowledge about the environment. Showing how interdependent societies across the world havedeveloped robust
and legitimate bodies of law to address environmental problems, Elizabeth Fisher discusses some of the major issues involved in
environmental law's: nation statehood, power, the reframing role of law, the need to ensure real environmental improvements, and
environmental justice. AsFisher explains, environmental law is, and will always be, necessary but inherently controversial. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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