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Introduction To The Old Testament Pentateuch
This Very Short Introduction provides a short, accessible overview for general readers interested in learning more about the Old Testament
and its interpretation. Coogan explores the significance of the history and literature of the Old Testament and describes how non-biblical
evidence, such as archaeological data and texts, has illuminated the Old Testament in a larger context. Coogan discusses law in the Bible,
particularly the Ten Commandments and the biblical understandings of prophecy, myth, exodus, death, and afterlife. Finally, Coogan
discusses the enduring significance of the Old Testament.
"Then David said to the Philistine, 'You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the
LORD of hosts.'" (1 Samuel 17:45) Reflecting upon David's victory over Goliath, Reformation translator, theologian and commentator William
Tyndale compared it to Christ's victory over sin and death: "When David had killed Goliath the giant, glad tidings came to the Israelites that
their fearful and cruel enemy was dead and that they were delivered out of all danger. For this gladness, they sang, danced and were joyful.
In like manner, the good news or 'gospel' of God is joyful tidings." The books of 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings and 1-2 Chronicles, which record the
history of Israel from the prophetic ministry of Samuel to the fall of Jerusalem, provided the reformers with some of the best-known narratives
of the Old Testament upon which to comment, including Hannah's prayer, the anointing of Saul as Israel's first king, David's triumph over
Goliath and his later adultery with Bathsheba, Solomon's building of the Temple, Elijah's challenge to the prophets of Baal, and the healing of
Naaman. For the reformers, these stories were not merely ancient Israelite history, but they also foreshadowed the coming of Jesus Christ,
and they had immediate relevance for their lives and the church of their day. Thus, Anglican exegete John Mayer perceived within King
Josiah's reform of Israelite worship after the discovery of the Book of the Law a prefiguration of "what should be done in the latter days of the
gospel, in which a greater reformation of the religion is now being made." In this Reformation Commentary on Scripture volume, Derek
Cooper and Martin Lohrmann guide readers through a diversity of Reformation commentary on these historical books. Here, readers will find
reflections from both well-known voices and lesser-known figures from a variety of confessional traditions—Lutherans, Reformed, Radicals,
Anglicans and Roman Catholics—many of which appear in English for the first time. By drawing upon a variety of resources—including
commentaries, sermons, treatises and confessions—this volume will enable scholars and students to understand better the depth and breadth
of Reformation-era insights on Scripture. It will also provide resources for contemporary preachers, and encourage all those who continually
seek to share the "joyful tidings" of Jesus Christ.
An Introduction to the Old TestamentSecond EditionZondervan
Enter the classroom of John Goldingay, one of today's premier biblical interpreters, and begin the adventure of exploring the Bible's First
Testament. Some Old Testament introductions tell you what you could have seen for yourself. They might recount in detail what other
scholars have said, and then tell you what you should think about it. But with refreshing directness, John Goldingay outfits you with basic
knowledge, points out the main approaches, outlines the primary issues and then sets you loose to explore the terrain for yourself. Traverse
the grand tapestry of the Torah. Discern the art and grain of biblical narrative. Listen to the cries, confessions and cadences of the Psalms.
Probe the varied textures of wisdom literature. And ponder the prophets in the darkening nightmare of exile and the distant light of hope.
More workbook than handbook, this introduction to the Old Testament is rooted in decades of tried and proven teaching. Goldingay displays a
robust confidence in the truthfulness of Scripture combined with a refreshing trust in the reader's ability to grapple responsibly with the Old
Testament. Even when the text hits you sideways, Goldingay encourages you not to squirm or run, but to grab hold and go deeper. Under his
expert guidance the cordon between faith and criticism swings open into theological and spiritual insight.
The Old Testament is a collection of writings which came into being over a period of more than a thousand years in the history of the people
of Israel and which reflect the life of the people in this period. Therefore, there is a reciprocal relationship between the writings or "books" of
the Old Testament and the life of Israel in its history. The understanding of the texts presupposes insights into the historical context and the
development of the life of Israelite society, while at the same time the texts themselves are the most important, indeed for the most part the
only, source for it. This "Introduction" attempts to take account of this reciprocal relationship. The first part deals with the history of Israel.
However, its approach differs from most accounts of this history. It takes the Old Testament texts themselves as a starting point and first of all
outlines the picture of historical developments and associations which the texts present. An attempt is then made, on this basis, to reconstruct
historical developments by introducing material from outside the Bible. This method of working leads to close connections between the
second and third parts, because it has to take account of the nature and original purpose of the texts and their function within the biblical
books as they are now. The second part attempts to present the texts collected in the Old Testament as expressions of the life of Israel. The
third part discusses the books of the Old Testament in their present form.
Rich rewards await readers who dig deep into the historical books of the Old Testament. Incredible events, amazing love stories, larger-thanlife personalities and deep theological implications and themes are just part of the t treasure that awaits readers of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 &
2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. These books tell the story of the nation of Israel and the God who loves
her, punishes her, and always brings this recalcitrant people back to Himself. It is really the story of all of us. David M. Howard Jr. provides an
in-depth introduction to the Old Testament historical books, focusing first on the overarching themes of historical narrative in general. He then
turns his attention to each book. From the conquest of Canaan to the fall of Jerusalem, from war to peace and back to war, from kings and
queens to farmers and housewives--David Howard covers it all in this invaluable introduction to the Old Testament historical books.
A revision of the book that is already a standard in Old Testament studies. An inspiring look into the breadth and power of Israel's wisdom
and poetry.
The book known as the Old Testament is actually a collection of stories, songs, prophetic addresses, wise sayings, and other bits of literature
composed over centuries and compiled for the use of worshiping communities. These texts appeared in ancient Israel, reflecting its traumas
and less frequent triumphs. Far from being comfortable texts that sedate over-stimulated readers, they offer critique of the powerful for the
sake of those for whom the only tool of overcoming oppression is language itself. Because of the distance in time and cultural experience, the
Old Testament is often inaccessible to modern readers. This introduction bridges that distance and makes the connections across time and
culture come alive. The Bible assembles a wide range of literary types because of the needs of the communities first using it as they
preserved the legacy of their past, good and bad, for the sake of a viable future. Their legacy continues as relevant as ever. This introduction,
then, seeks to help readers make sense of the variety and hear within it points of commonality as well. The Old Testament is a book readers
look to for meaning. Christian readers, especially, have difficulty connecting with the theological meanings of the texts. Mark Hamilton offers
an introduction that addresses theological issues directly and sensitively. Considering the massive sweep of literary types and ways of
expressing ideas about God, A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament offers an alternative to introductions based solely on historical
or literary themes.
Daily life in Ancient Israel - Great prophets including, Hosea, Amos, Isaiah - People and lands of the Old Testament.
This Introduction attempts to offer a different model for the discipline from that currently represented. It seeks to describe the form and
function of the Hebrew Bible in its role as sacred scripture for Israel. It argues the case that the biblical literature has not been correctly
understood or interpreted because its role as religious literature has not been correctly assessed.
The author's purpose for Introduction to Old Testament Theology is to show how different approaches to the Old Testament can be brought
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together into a single theology. The author develops his own distinctive approach which he calls canonical theology.
Enter the classroom of John Goldingay, one of today's premier biblical interpreters, and begin the adventure of exploring the Bible's First
Testament. More workbook than handbook, this refreshing introduction to the Old Testament outfits you with basic knowledge, points out the
main approaches, outlines the primary issues and then sets you loose to explore the terrain for yourself.

Three esteemed Old Testament professors introduce students to the first eighty percent of the Bible-freshly illuminating
the text as a rich source of theology and doctrine packed with practical principles for modern times.
Although many Catholics are familiar with the four Gospels and other writings of the New Testament, for most, reading
the Old Testament is like walking into a foreign land. Who wrote these forty-six books? When were they written? Why
were they written? What are we to make of their laws, stories, histories, and prophecies? Should the Old Testament be
read by itself or in light of the New Testament? John Bergsma and Brant Pitre offer readable in-depth answers to these
questions as they introduce each book of the Old Testament. They not only examine the literature from a historical and
cultural perspective but also interpret it theologically, drawing on the New Testament and the faith of the Catholic Church.
Unique among introductions, this volume places the Old Testament in its liturgical context, showing how its passages are
employed in the current Lectionary used at Mass. Accessible to nonexperts, this thorough and up-to-date introduction to
the Old Testament can serve as an idea textbook for biblical studies. Its unique approach, along with its maps,
illustrations, and other reference materials, makes it a valuable resource for seminarians, priests, Scripture scholars,
theologians, and catechists, as well as anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the Bible.
The Old Testament is not just a collection of disparate stories, each with its own meaning and moral lessons. Rather, it’s
one cohesive story, tied together by the good news about Israel’s coming Messiah, promised from the beginning.
Covering each book in the Old Testament, this volume invites readers to teach the Bible from a Reformed, covenantal,
and redemptive-historical perspective. Featuring contributions from twelve respected evangelical scholars, this gospelcentered introduction to the Old Testament will help anyone who teaches or studies Scripture to better see the initial
outworking of God’s plan to redeem the world through Jesus Christ.
This volume introduces the Old Testament and traces the legacy of monotheism first found in the pages of Israel's
Scriptures.
This is a print on demand book and is therefore non- returnable. A scholarly conservative study of the literary
characteristics of the books of the Old Testament. Young argues for the inner harmony and underlying unity of the literary
units that make up the Old Testament. Includes special bibliographies for each chapter, a general bibliography, and three
indexes.
A Respected Scholar Introduces Students to the Discipline of Old Testament Studies Richard Hess, a trusted scholar of
the Old Testament and the ancient Near East, offers a substantial introduction to the Old Testament that is accessibly
written and informed by the latest biblical scholarship. Hess summarizes the contents of the Old Testament, introduces
the academic study of the discipline, and helps readers understand the complex world of critical and interpretive issues,
addressing major concerns in the critical interpretation of each Old Testament book and key texts. This volume provides
a fulsome treatment for students preparing for ministry and assumes no prior knowledge of the Old Testament. Readers
will learn how each book of the Old Testament was understood by its first readers, how it advances the larger message
of the whole Bible, and what its message contributes to Christian belief and the Christian community. Twenty maps,
ninety photos, sidebars, and recommendations for further study add to the book's usefulness for students. Resources for
professors are available through Baker Academic's Textbook eSources.
This book has become a standard text in seminary and university classrooms. The purpose of this second edition is to help
readers come to a critically informed understanding of the Old Testament as the church's scripture. This book introduces the Old
Testament both as a witness of ancient Israel and as a witness to the church and synagogue through the generations of those who
have passed these texts on as scripture. The authors of this volume share a commitment to the interpretation of the Old
Testament as a central resource for the life of the church today. At the same time, they introduce the Old Testament witness in a
manner that honors the importance of biblical scholarship in helping students engage the variety of theological voices within the
Old Testament. This second edition gives special attention to deepening and broadening theological interpretations by including,
for example, issues related to gender, race, and class. It also includes more detailed maps and charts for student use.
The Pentateuch--Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy--are the vital first books in the Bible. understanding the
scope, meaning, and events of these five books is integral to understanding the whole of Scripture that follows. Old Testament
expert Herbert Wolf provides layreaders and scholars alike with a strong undergirding of understanding and knowledge in this
introduction that reveals both the seriousness and excitement of the Pentateuch. Readers will find Adam, Abraham, Joseph,
Moses and Joshua in these pages, as well as terrible sin and glorious forgiveness, bloody sacrifices and battles, deadly betrayal
and life-giving hope. Wolf first addresses the overarching themes that flow through the Pentateuch, with special attention given to
Moses as author of the five books. He then addresses each book specifically, covering topics such as purpose and scope, and
literary structure. He tailors additional study to each specific book. This book contributes significantly to a clear, deep
understanding of the Bible's first five books.
An abridged edition of the bestselling book An Introduction to the Old Testament, this rich guide makes Old Testament scholarship
accessible to the average reader. Renowned Bible scholar Tremper Longman III gathers the best in historical research and literary
analysis to lead the reader through each book of the Old Testament. Most significantly, Longman explores the meaning of each
book in light of its cultural setting. Abbreviated chapters highlight key research discoveries, ensuring that the information is both
significant and manageable. Including questions at the end of each chapter for group discussion or personal reflection, Introducing
the Old Testament makes the words, history, and culture of biblical times come alive for readers. Laypersons as well as church
leaders will take away a solid understanding of the historical background and theological message of the Old Testament and be
inspired to apply biblical truths to their lives.
"An Indispensable Resource for Old Testament Studies" The present work is an attempt to evaluate the contents of the Old
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Testament and the Apocrypha against the vast background of knowledge that is now available for students of ancient Near
Eastern life and culture. (From the Preface) With characteristic understatement, R. K. Harrison embarked on this massive attempt
and produced a volume that for scrupulous detail, scholarly rigor, and sheer erudition has remained unmatched for nearly fifty
years. Writing from his own apparently limitless scholarship combined with a conservative perspective, Harrison first reviews the
entire history of Old Testament criticism and sets the Hebrew scriptures in their full historical and theological context. He then
presents a detailed discussion of each Old Testament book, along with a lucid overview of the apocryphal books. Harrison s
engagement of the perennial issues and problems of Old Testament scholarship make this classic text a vital foundation for a new
generation of scholars. For contemporary Old Testament studies, this highly respected volume continues to be the essential point
of departure."
The poetic books of the Old Testament--Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon--are often called humankind's
reach toward God. The other books of the Old Testament picture God's reach toward man through the redemptive story. Yet these
five books reveal the very hear of men and women struggling with monumental issues such as suffering, sin, forgiveness, joy,
worship, and the passionate love between a man and woman. C. Hassell Bullock, a noted Old Testament scholar, delves deep
into the hearts of the five poetic books, offering readers helpful details such as harmeneutical considerations for each book,
theological content and themes, detailed analysis of each book, and cultural perspectives. Hebrew is a language of "intrinsic
musical quality that naturally supports poetic expression," says Bullock in his introduction. That poetic expression comes from the
heart of the Old Testament writers and reaches all of us exactly where we are in our own struggles and joys.
The Old Testament prophets spoke to Israel in times of historical and moral crisis. They saw themselves as being a part of a story
that God was weaving throughout history--a story of repentance, encouragement, and a coming Messiah. In this updated
introductory book, each major and minor prophet and his writing are clustered with the major historical events of their time. Our
generational distance from the age of the prophets might seem to be a measureless chasm. Yet we dare not make the mistake of
assuming that passing years have rendered irrelevant not only the Old Testament prophets, but also the God who comprehends,
spans, and transcends all time. In these pages, C. Hassell Bullock presents a clear picture of some of history's most profound
spokesmen--the Old Testament prophets--and the God who shaped them.
The Old Testament is part of the canon of Christian Scripture and, as such, has continuing significance for the church. However,
the writings are set within a different historical era, a different culture and a different religious context. To understand the Old
Testament in a meaningful way, it must be read against its historical, cultural and theological background. Here, Robin Routledge
enables readers to engage with the text. He discusses: ? date, authorship, the writers’ intention and purpose, and significant
textual issues ? key scholarly approaches to the text, including historical-critical and literary approaches To help us comprehend
and interpret the Old Testament, and so apply it to current belief and praxis, Routledge includes an overview of exegetical and
hermeneutical approaches. He also offers some guidance through the maze of new treatments and terminology. The volume
provides specific introductions to the sections and books of the Old Testament, following the canonical order of the Hebrew text. In
addition, Routledge notes key distinctive issues and points to sources for further study. The author’s hope is that this volume will
not only aid students but will also benefit others who want to take the Old Testament seriously, and to apply its message to the life
and ministry of the church today. ‘Scholarly and lucid, Old Testament Introduction is designed especially for those who want to
understand how to read the Old Testament as Christian Scripture, while doing justice to its nuances and enormous diversity. I
commend it warmly.’ Gordon McConville, Professor of Old Testament Theology, University of Gloucestershire
This comprehensive, introductory textbook is unique in exploring the emergence of the Hebrew Bible in the broader context of
world history. It particularly focuses on the influence of pre-Roman empires, empowering students with a richer understanding of
Old Testament historiography. Provides a historical context for students learning about the development and changing
interpretations of biblical texts Examines how these early stories were variously shaped by interaction with the Mesopotamian and
Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and Hellenistic empires Incorporates recent research on the formation of the Pentateuch
Reveals how key biblical texts came to be interpreted by Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faiths Includes numerous student-friendly
features, such as study questions, review sections, bibliographies, timelines, and illustrations and photos
In this updated edition of the popular textbook An Introduction to the Old Testament, Walter Brueggemann and Tod Linafelt
introduce the reader to the broad theological scope of the Old Testament, treating some of the most important issues and methods
in contemporary biblical interpretation. This clearly written textbook focuses on the literature of the Old Testament as it grew out of
religious, political, and ideological contexts over many centuries in Israel's history. Covering every book in the Old Testament
(arranged in canonical order), the authors demonstrate the development of theological concepts in biblical writings from the Torah
through postexilic Judaism. Incorporating the most current scholarship, this new edition also includes concrete tips for doing close
readings of the Old Testament text, and a chapter on ways to read Scripture and respond in light of pressing contemporary issues,
such as economic inequality, racial and gender justice, and environmental degradation. This introduction invites readers to engage
in the construction of meaning as they venture into these timeless texts.
"In this updated edition of the popular textbook, Walter Brueggemann and Tod Linafelt introduce the reader to the broad
theological scope of the Old Testament, treating some of the most important issues and methods in contemporary biblical
interpretation. This clearly written textbook focuses on the literature of the Old Testament as it grew out of religious, political, and
ideological contexts over many centuries in Israel's history. Covering every book in the Old Testament (arranged in canonical
order), the authors demonstrate the development of theological concepts in biblical writings from the Torah through post-exilic
Judaism. This introduction invites readers to engage in the construction of meaning as they venture into these timeless texts"-This second edition of An Introduction to the Old Testament integrates and interacts with recent developments in Old Testament
scholarship. Several distinctive set it apart from other introductions to the Old Testament: • It is thoroughly evangelical in its
perspective • It emphasizes “special introduction”—the study of individual books • It interacts in an irenic spirit with the historicalcritical method • It features points of research history and representative scholars rather than an exhaustive treatment of past
scholarship • It deals with the meaning of each book, not in isolation but in a canonical context • It probes the meaning of each
book in the setting of its culture Including callouts, charts, and graphs, this text is written with an eye on understanding the nature
of Old Testament historiography. This upper-level introduction to the Old Testament offers students a solid understanding of three
key issues: historical background, literary analysis, and theological message.
This concise volume introduces readers to the three main sections of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) and to the biblical books found in
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each. It is organized around two primary "stories": the story that scholars tell about the Old Testament and the story the literature
itself tells. Concluding with a reconsideration of the Old Testament as more like poetry than a story, three main chapters cover:
The Pentateuch (Torah) The Prophets (Nevi?im) The Writings (Ketuvim) With key summaries of what the parts of the Old
Testament "are all about," and including suggestions for further reading, this volume is an ideal introduction for students of and
newcomers to the Old Testament.
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