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Illegal psychoactive substances and illicit prescription drugs
are currently used on a daily basis all over the world.
Affecting public health and social welfare, illicit drug use is
linked to disease, disability, and social problems. Faced with
an increase in usage, national and global policymakers are
turning to addiction science for guidance on how to create
evidence-based drug policy. Drug Policy and the Public Good
is an objective analytical basis on which to build global drug
policies. It presents the accumulated scientific knowledge on
drug use in relation to policy development on a national and
international level. By also revealing new epidemiological
data on the global dimensions of drug misuse, it questions
existing regulations and highlights the growing need for
evidence-based, realistic, and coordinated drug policy. A
critical review of cumulative scientific evidence, Drug Policy
and the Public Good discusses four areas of drug policy;
primary prevention programs in schools and other settings;
supply reduction programs, including legal enforcement and
drug interdiction; treatment interventions and harm reduction
approaches; and control of the legal market through
prescription drug regimes. In addition, it analyses the current
state of global drug policy, and advocates improvements in
the drafting of public health policy. Drug Policy and the Public
Good is a global source of information and inspiration for
policymakers involved in public health and social welfare.
Presenting new research on illicit and prescription drug use, it
is also an essential tool for academics, and a significant
contribution to the translation of addiction research into
effective drug policy.
Drug use in the workplace, its effect on performance and
safety, and the role of workplace drug testing has received
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much attention in the popular press. But what do we actually
know about this troubling issue? With an extensive and
readable overview of the literature, the committee presents
what we do know by examining the major issues: The extent
and severity of drug use on and off the job. The strengths and
weaknesses of methods for detecting drug use through
standard drug tests. The effect of drug use on behavior,
including the results of both laboratory and field studies that
have examined work-related behavior and worker
productivity. The effectiveness of interventions to deal with
drug use, such as employee assistance programs, health
promotion programs, and treatment programs for substance
abuse. This volume will be of practical interest to human
resource and employee assistance program managers,
policymakers, and investigators.
Drug addiction is a complex illness. It is characterized by
intense and, at times, uncontrollable drug craving, along with
compulsive drug seeking and use that persist even in the face
of devastating consequences. This update of the National
Institute on Drug Abuse's Principles of Drug Addiction
Treatment is intended to address addiction to a wide variety
of drugs, including nicotine, alcohol, and illicit and prescription
drugs. It is designed to serve as a resource for healthcare
providers, family members, and other stakeholders trying to
address the myriad problems faced by patients in need of
treatment for drug abuse or addiction. Addiction affects
multiple brain circuits, including those involved in reward and
motivation, learning and memory, and inhibitory control over
behavior. That is why addiction is a brain disease. Some
individuals are more vulnerable than others to becoming
addicted, depending on the interplay between genetic
makeup, age of exposure to drugs, and other environmental
influences. While a person initially chooses to take drugs,
over time the effects of prolonged exposure on brain
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functioning compromise that ability to choose, and seeking
and consuming the drug become compulsive, often eluding a
person's self-control or willpower. But addiction is more than
just compulsive drug taking-it can also produce far reaching
health and social consequences. For example, drug abuse
and addiction increase a person's risk for a variety of other
mental and physical illnesses related to a drug-abusing
lifestyle or the toxic effects of the drugs themselves.
Additionally, the dysfunctional behaviors that result from drug
abuse can interfere with a person's normal functioning in the
family, the workplace, and the broader community. Because
drug abuse and addiction have so many dimensions and
disrupt so many aspects of an individual's life, treatment is
not simple. Effective treatment programs typically incorporate
many components, each directed to a particular aspect of the
illness and its consequences. Addiction treatment must help
the individual stop using drugs, maintain a drug-free lifestyle,
and achieve productive functioning in the family, at work, and
in society. Because addiction is a disease, most people
cannot simply stop using drugs for a few days and be cured.
Patients typically require long-term or repeated episodes of
care to achieve the ultimate goal of sustained abstinence and
recovery of their lives. Indeed, scientific research and clinical
practice demonstrate the value of continuing care in treating
addiction, with a variety of approaches having been tested
and integrated in residential and community settings.
New and improved therapies to treat and protect against drug
dependence and abuse are urgently needed. In the United
States alone about 50 million people regularly smoke tobacco
and another 5 million are addicted to other drugs. In a given
year, millions of these individuals attemptâ€"with or without
medical assistanceâ€"to quit using drugs, though relapse
remains the norm. Furthermore, each year several million
teenagers start smoking and nearly as many take illicit drugs
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for the first time. Research is advancing on promising new
means of treating drug addiction using immunotherapies and
sustained-release (depot) medications. The aim of this
research is to develop medications that can block or
significantly attenuate the psychoactive effects of such drugs
as cocaine, nicotine, heroin, phencyclidine, and
methamphetamine for weeks or months at a time. This
represents a fundamentally new therapeutic approach that
shows promise for treating drug addiction problems that were
difficult to treat in the past. Despite their potential benefits,
however, several characteristics of these new methods pose
distinct behavioral, ethical, legal, and social challenges that
require careful scrutiny. Such issues can be considered
unique aspects of safety and efficacy that are fundamentally
related to the distinct nature and properties of these new
types of medications.
A review and analysis of States¿ policies regarding prenatal
exposure to alcohol and other drugs, in order to help local,
State, and Tribal governments: (1) Gain a better
understanding of current policy and practice in place at the
State level that addresses substanceexposed infants (SEIs);
and (2) Identify opportunities for strengthening interagency
efforts in this area. Assessed state policy on: prevention,
intervention, identification, and treatment of prenatal
substance exposure, incl. services for the infant, the mother,
and the family. Reviewed States¿ policies regarding:
prepregnancy prevention efforts; screening and assessment
in the prenatal period; and the provision of services to SEIs
and their parents after a CPS referral is made. Illus.
(Publisher-supplied data) This book represents the first
systematic discussion of the Gateway Hypothesis, a
developmental hypothesis formulated to model how
adolescents initiate and progress in the use of various drugs.
In the United States, this progression proceeds from the use
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of tobacco or alcohol to the use of marijuana and other illicit
drugs. This volume presents a critical overview of what is
currently known about the Gateway Hypothesis. The authors
of the chapters explore the hypothesis from various
perspectives ranging from developmental social psychology
to prevention and intervention science, animal models,
neurobiology and analytical methodology. This volume is
original and unique in its purview, covering a broad view of
the Gateway Hypothesis. The juxtaposition of
epidemiological, intervention, animal and neurobiological
studies represents a new stage in the evolution of drug
research, in which epidemiology and biology inform one
another in the understanding of drug abuse.
As the nation's drug crisis has deepened, public and private
agencies have invested huge sums of money in prevention
efforts. Are the resulting programs effective? What do we
need to know to make them more effective? This book
provides a comprehensive overview on what we know about
drug abuse prevention and its effectiveness, including
Results of a wide range of antidrug efforts. The role and
effectiveness of mass media in preventing drug use. A profile
of the drug problem, including a look at drug use by different
population groups. A review of three major schools of
prevention theory--risk factor reduction, developmental
change, and social influence. An examination of promising
prevention techniques from other areas of health and human
services. This volume offers provocative findings on the
connection between low self-esteem and drug use, the role of
schools, the reality of changing drug use in the population,
and more. Preventing Drug Abuse will be indispensable to
anyone involved in the search for solutions, including
policymakers, antidrug program developers and
administrators, and researchers.
The large federal role in the drug treatment system was
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substantially reduced in the early 1980s, undercutting its
ability to help communities respond to new challenges such
as the crack-cocaine epidemic and the growing violence in
drug markets. How can drug treatment dollars be spent most
equitably with the highest likelihood of beneficial results? With
this basic question as its focus, Treating Drug Problems,
Volume 1 provides specific recommendations on how to
organize and fund the drug treatment system. Detailed
attention is given to both public and private sources and their
programs. The book presents the latest data and analysis on
these topics and more: How specific approaches to drug
treatment fit into drug policy, including the different
perspectives of the medical and criminal-justice communities.
What is known about drug consumption behavior and what
treatment approaches have proven most cost-beneficial.
What areas need further research--including specifications for
increased study of treatment effectiveness and drug use by
adolescents and young women.
In a book sure to inspire controversy, Gene Heyman argues
that conventional wisdom about addiction - that it is a
disease, a compulsion beyond conscious control - is wrong.
At the heart of Heyman's analysis is a startling view of choice
and motivation that applies to all choices, not just the choice
to use drugs. Heyman’s analysis of well-established but
frequently ignored research leads to unexpected insights into
how we make choices - from obesity to McMansionization - all
rooted in our deep-seated tendency to consume too much of
whatever we like best.
The 2019 World Drug Report will include an updated
overview of recent trends on production, trafficking and
consumption of key illicit drugs. The Report contains a global
overview of the baseline data and estimates on drug demand
and supply and provides the reference point for information
on the drug situation worldwide.
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Since the First International Conference on the Reduction of
Drug-Related Harm, held in 1990, the term 'harm reduction'
has gained wide currency in the areas of public health and
drug policy. Previously the field was characterized by heated
struggle between prohibition and legalization of addictive
substances, and this debate tended to obscure practical,
collective approaches. Harm reduction, an approach which
encompasses various policy directives and program initiatives
was inspired by the positive outcomes of such public
measures as needle-exchange programs for reduction of HIV
risk, methadone maintenance programs, education on the
risks of tobacco use, and programs designed to limit alcohol
consumption. The essays in this book illustrate the scope and
vigour of the emerging harm reduction model. The essays,
drawn from seven international conferences on harm
reduction, cover a wide variety of topics, including public
policy, women and reproductive issues, the experiences of
special populations, human rights; defining and measuring
harm, and intervention. Researchers and practitioners will
benefit from the varied papers in the volume, which combine
insights into policy-making and front-line outreach efforts with
comprehensive conceptual and empirical approaches. Harm
Reduction represents an important initiative in making
academic work accessible and useful to a larger community,
and provides guidance for the development of effective
policies and programs.
For the last 50 years, drug prohibition laws have put the
market for illegal drugs into the hands of organised criminals.
Now, it’s time to take control. Ending the failed war on drugs
will reduce drug-related violence, tackle organised crime, end
the needless criminalisation of millions, and will halt the drain
on government funds and resources. In this book, global
opinion-leaders on the frontline of the drug debate describe
their experiences and perspectives on what needs to be
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done. Highlighting the pitfalls behind drug policy to-date and
bringing to light new policies and approaches, which make a
clear case for galvanizing governments to end the war on
drugs – once and for all.
Despite efforts to reduce drug consumption in the United
States over the past 35 years, drugs are just as cheap and
available as they have ever been. Cocaine, heroin, and
methamphetamines continue to cause great harm in the
country, particularly in minority communities in the major
cities. Marijuana use remains a part of adolescent
development for about half of the country's young people,
although there is controversy about the extent of its harm.
Given the persistence of drug demand in the face of lengthy
and expensive efforts to control the markets, the National
Institute of Justice asked the National Research Council to
undertake a study of current research on the demand for
drugs in order to help better focus national efforts to reduce
that demand. This study complements the 2003 book,
Informing America's Policy on Illegal Drugs by giving more
attention to the sources of demand and assessing the
potential of demand-side interventions to make a substantial
difference to the nation's drug problems. Understanding the
Demand for Illegal Drugs therefore focuses tightly on demand
models in the field of economics and evaluates the data
needs for advancing this relatively undeveloped area of
investigation.
Understanding the Demand for Illegal DrugsNational
Academies Press

One of the goals of the Nat. Institute on Drug Abuse
is to help the public understand the causes of drug
abuse and to prevent its onset. This is a summary of
topics covered in the newest ed. of the guide,
"Preventing Drug Use Among Children and
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Adolescents", which includes updated principles,
new questions and answers, new program
information, and expanded references and
resources. This In Brief edition summarizes sections
of the guide for community use. Chapters:
Prevention Principles; Risk Factors and Protective
Factors; Planning for Drug Abuse Prevention in the
Community; Applying Prevention Principles to Drug
Abuse Prevention Programs; Examples of ResearchBased Drug Abuse Prevention Programs; and
Selected Resources and References.
Why are some people more likely than others to
become addicted to drugs? What are the best ways
to prevent and treat addiction? How should we
shape our public policies about drug addiction?
Scientific perspectives on drug abuse are changing,
and this text provides a comprehensive introduction
to current ideas and research about the causes of
drug abuse and its prevention and treatment. It also
crystallizes the effects that research and public
attitudes can and do have on our national drug
abuse policies. The theoretical perspectives
presented here should be of interest to clinicians and
scientists alike, as well as anyone who cares about
the societal effects of drug abuse.
Drawing on medicine, psychiatry, neuroscience,
pharmacology, epidemiology, social work, and
sociology, this book is an accessible reference on
the history and use of cocaine, its physical and
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psychological effects, the etiology and epidemiology
of this addiction, and the pharmaceutical agents and
psychosocial interventions used to treat it.
Taking an interdisciplinary approach in its
comprehensive coverage of current drug issues,
Maisto/Galizio/Connors' DRUG USE AND MISUSE,
9th Edition, weaves historical, social, psychological,
cultural, biological and medical perspectives as it
emphasizes the idea that a drug's effects depend not
only on its properties, but also on the psychological
and biological characteristics of its user. Thoroughly
updated with the latest research, emerging social
trends and legal changes, the new edition includes
the most current survey data available on patterns of
drug use in the U.S. and other countries as well as
the most recent data available from the Center for
Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality and the
National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(SAMHSA). Timely end-of-chapter essays and
critical thinking questions help you focus on the realworld application of chapter concepts. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available
in the ebook version.
This paper estimates the empirical relationship
between the prices of cocaine and heroin and
objective indicators of use. The set of outcomes is
drug related hospital emergency department
admissions where cocaine and heroin are cited, for
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21 large U.S. metropolitan areas. These outcomes
are superior to subjective self-reports, and are policyrelevant since they directly measure a large
component of the health-care costs associated with
heavy or chronic drug usage. Panel data
methodology is used to identify the empirical link
between drug prices and these indicators. Results
indicate that health consequences associated with
heavy or chronic drug use are negatively related to
drug prices, an instrument of drug control policy. The
elasticity of the probability of a cocaine mention with
respect to own-price is estimated at -0.27, and the
corresponding elasticity for the probability of a heroin
mention is -0.15. The probability of any drug related
episode, which captures polydrug usage, is also
significantly negatively related to both cocaine and
heroin prices. Cross-price effects are consistent with
a complementary relationship between cocaine and
heroin. Models indicate the presence of negative
lagged price effects, confirming the strong addictive
aspects of both drugs and the cumulative adverse
effects of drug use on health.
Drawing on the Household Living Arrangements of
Older Persons 2019 Dataset, the World Population
Ageing 2020 Highlights will document key patterns
and trends of the household living arrangements of
older persons around the world.
"Drugs, Brains, and Behavior" is an online textbook
written by C. Robin Timmons and Leonard W.
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Hamilton. The book was previously published by
Prentice Hall, Inc. in 1990 as "Principles of
Behavioral Pharmacology." The authors attempt to
develop an understanding of the interpenetration of
brain, behavior and environment. They discuss the
chemistry of behavior in both the literal sense of
neurochemistry and the figurative sense of an
analysis of the reactions with the environment.
The 2018 World Drug Report will include an updated
overview of recent trends on production, trafficking
and consumption of key illicit drugs as well as
highlighting a thematic area of concern. The Report
contains a global overview of the baseline data and
estimates on drug demand and supply and it
provides the reference point of information on the
drug situation worldwide. The thematic focus of the
2018 Report will present information and issues
related to drugs and women, youth and older people.
There is a popular belief that the pharmacological
properties of heroin draw users inexorably towards
regular dependent use and personal degeneration.
However, there is evidence that some people
manage long-term use without falling into chaotic, or
even dependent, using patterns. These users tend to
be excluded from studies of drug use, which typically
draw participants from treatment services or from the
criminal justice system, and little is known either
about the risks that they face or the methods they
use to manage their heroin use. This report is based
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on a study of users who manage their long-term
heroin use. It documents the users' perception of
their heroin use as non-problematic and outlines how
they controlled the drug - such as not-injecting,
limiting the days on which they used heroin and not
buying the drug if they did not have the money - and
their reasons for controlling its use. The report also
discusses the circumstances surrounding the users'
initiation into drug use, particularly heroin, and
examines the influence of cultural, social and
economic factors on their habit. Occasional and
controlled heroin use suggests that sustained heroin
use does not necessarily lead to dependency and,
where it does, it does not always cause major
problems. The authors argue that much public and
policy understanding of heroin use in grounded in
inaccurate and narrow stereotypes and suggest that
the techniques used by non-problematic heroin
users could be used to inform conventional
treatment services for those with drug problems that
are out of control.
Drug abuse persists as one of the most costly and
contentious problems on the nation's agenda.
Pathways of Addiction meets the need for a clear
and thoughtful national research agenda that will
yield the greatest benefit from today's limited
resources. The committee makes its
recommendations within the public health framework
and incorporates diverse fields of inquiry and a
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range of policy positions. It examines both the
demand and supply aspects of drug abuse.
Pathways of Addiction offers a fact-filled, highly
readable examination of drug abuse issues in the
United States, describing findings and outlining
research needs in the areas of behavioral and
neurobiological foundations of drug abuse. The book
covers the epidemiology and etiology of drug abuse
and discusses several of its most troubling health
and social consequences, including HIV, violence,
and harm to children. Pathways of Addiction looks at
the efficacy of different prevention interventions and
the many advances that have been made in
treatment research in the past 20 years. The book
also examines drug treatment in the criminal justice
setting and the effectiveness of drug treatment under
managed care. The committee advocates systematic
study of the laws by which the nation attempts to
control drug use and identifies the research
questions most germane to public policy. Pathways
of Addiction provides a strategic outline for wise
investment of the nation's research resources in drug
abuse. This comprehensive and accessible volume
will have widespread relevance--to policymakers,
researchers, research administrators, foundation
decisionmakers, healthcare professionals, faculty
and students, and concerned individuals.
In today's globalized society, an international
exchange of ideas and views is indispensable within
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the field of social sciences, including criminology and
criminal justice studies. The research group
Governance of Security (GofS) fosters contemporary
international discourses on issues of crime and
crime control. In 2008, GofS started a research
paper series, combining theoretical and empirical
articles on issues reflecting the research activities of
GofS. This research group is a collaboration
between Ghent University and Ghent University
College in Belgium. GofS concentrates its research
around the study of administrative and judicial policy
that have been developed with respect to new issues
of crime and insecurity. The GofS series Governance of Security Research Papers (GofS) - is
published by Maklu Publishing (Belgium).
Contemporary Issues in the Empirical Study of
Crime - Volume 1 of GofS's series Governance of
Security Research Papers - includes the following:
Drugs and Crime: Are They Hand in Glove? A
Review of Literature * The Study of Public
Expenditure on Drugs: A Useful Evaluation Tool for
Policy * Corporations as a Blind Spot in Research:
Explanations for a Criminological Tunnel Vision *
The Nominal Group Technique: A Participative
Research Technique Holding Great Potential for
Criminology * Analytical Criminology: A Style of
Theorizing and Analyzing the Micro-Macro Context
of Acts of Crime * The Geography of Social
Cohesion and Crime at the Municipality Level *
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Disentangling Neighbourhood and School
Contextual Variation in Serious Offending: Assessing
the Effect of Ecological Disadvantage * Itinerant
Crime Groups: Mobility Attributed to Anchor Points?
* Patterns of Drug Use Before, During and After
Detention: A Review of Epidemiological Literature.
How should the war on drugs be fought? Everyone
seems to agree that the United States ought to use a
combination of several different approaches to
combat the destructive effects of illegal drug use. Yet
there is a remarkable paucity of data and research
information that policy makers require if they are to
create a useful, realistic policy package-details about
drug use, drug market economics, and perhaps most
importantly the impact of drug enforcement activities.
Informing America's Policy on Illegal Drugs
recommends ways to close these gaps in our
understanding-by obtaining the necessary data on
drug prices and consumption (quantity in addition to
frequency); upgrading federal management of drug
statistics; and improving our evaluation of
prevention, interdiction, enforcement, and treatment
efforts. The committee reviews what we do and do
not know about illegal drugs and how data are
assembled and used by federal agencies. The book
explores the data and research information needed
to support strong drug policy analysis, describes the
best methods to use, explains how to avoid
misleading conclusions, and outlines strategies for
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increasing access to data. Informing America's
Policy on Illegal Drugs also discusses how
researchers can incorporate randomization into
studies of drug treatment and how state and local
agencies can compare alternative approaches to
drug enforcement. Charting a course toward a betterinformed illegal drugs policy, this book will be
important to federal and state policy makers,
regulators, researchers, program administrators,
enforcement officials, journalists, and advocates
concerned about illegal drug use.
In addition it also examines the complex
morphology, cultivation, harvesting, and processing
of cannabis and the ways in which the plant's
chemical composition can be controlled. As well as
offering a raft of scientific information there is
extensive coverage of cannabinoid-based
medicines. Helping readers to identify and evaluate
their benefits, chapters explore pharmacological
actions and the effects that seem to underlie
approved therapeutic uses, how they are currently
used to treat certain disorders, and the ever-growing
number of wide-ranging potential clinical
applications. There is also coverage of both the legal
and illegal sources of cannabis, including 'coffee
shops' and 'cannabis dispensaries'. The complex
issue of 'recreational cannabis' is also tackled.
“Hart’s argument that we need to drastically revise
our current view of illegal drugs is both powerful and
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timely . . . when it comes to the legacy of this
country’s war on drugs, we should all share his
outrage.” —The New York Times Book Review From
one of the world's foremost experts on the subject, a
powerful argument that the greatest damage from
drugs flows from their being illegal, and a hopeful
reckoning with the possibility of their use as part of a
responsible and happy life Dr. Carl L. Hart, Ziff
Professor at Columbia University and former chair of
the Department of Psychology, is one of the world's
preeminent experts on the effects of so-called
recreational drugs on the human mind and body. Dr.
Hart is open about the fact that he uses drugs
himself, in a happy balance with the rest of his full
and productive life as a colleague, husband, father,
and friend. In Drug Use for Grown-Ups, he draws on
decades of research and his own personal
experience to argue definitively that the
criminalization and demonization of drug use--not
drugs themselves--have been a tremendous scourge
on America, not least in reinforcing this country's
enduring structural racism. Dr. Hart did not always
have this view. He came of age in one of Miami's
most troubled neighborhoods at a time when many
ills were being laid at the door of crack cocaine. His
initial work as a researcher was aimed at proving
that drug use caused bad outcomes. But one
problem kept cropping up: the evidence from his
research did not support his hypothesis. From inside
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the massively well-funded research arm of the
American war on drugs, he saw how the facts did not
support the ideology. The truth was dismissed and
distorted in order to keep fear and outrage stoked,
the funds rolling in, and Black and brown bodies
behind bars. Drug Use for Grown-Ups will be
controversial, to be sure: the propaganda war, Dr.
Hart argues, has been tremendously effective.
Imagine if the only subject of any discussion about
driving automobiles was fatal car crashes. Drug Use
for Grown-Ups offers a radically different vision:
when used responsibly, drugs can enrich and
enhance our lives. We have a long way to go, but
the vital conversation this book will generate is an
extraordinarily important step.
Drug use and abuse continues to thrive in
contemporary society worldwide and the instance
and damage caused by addiction increases along
with availability. The Effects of Drug Abuse on the
Human Nervous System presents objective, state-ofthe-art information on the impact of drug abuse on
the human nervous system, with each chapter
offering a specific focus on nicotine, alcohol,
marijuana, cocaine, methamphetamine, MDMA,
sedative-hypnotics, and designer drugs. Other
chapters provide a context for drug use, with
overviews of use and consequences, epidemiology
and risk factors, genetics of use and treatment
success, and strategies to screen populations and
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provide appropriate interventions. The book offers
meaningful, relevant and timely information for
scientists, health-care professionals and treatment
providers. A comprehensive reference on the effects
of drug addiction on the human nervous system
Focuses on core drug addiction issues from nicotine,
cocaine, methamphetamine, alcohol, and other
commonly abused drugs Includes foundational
science chapters on the biology of addiction Details
challenges in diagnosis and treatment options
Research Paper (postgraduate) from the year 2008
in the subject Sociology - Children and Youth, grade:
1.5, Mindanao State University, course: Sociology,
language: English, abstract: The problems of
teenagers involving drug abuse and alcohol abuse
are primarily caused by stressful life events, peer
influence, and failure of parents to take their children
away from harmful activities. Besides, drug abuse
and alcohol abuse might lead to sexual abuse or
molestation and teenage pregnancy as well as the
commission of violent crimes. This paper is aimed at
studying these factors for the benefit of the
government, academe, church, organizations and
other institutions, the members of which are
advocates of helping teenagers who have problems
on alcohol and drug abuse.
As the drug abuse epidemic evolves, so do the tools
needed to understand and treat it. Accordingly,
Epidemiology of Drug Abuse takes the long view,
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cogently outlining what the book calls "the natural
history of drug abuse" and redefining its complex
phenomena to reflect our present-day knowledge.
Twenty-six eminent contributors discuss the state
and future of the field, balancing the practical
concerns involved in gathering drug abuse data with
the ethics of using the information. - Current thinking
on pathways and etiology, as well as medical,
psychological, and social sequelae of drug abuse Proven, up-to-date methodologies for assessment Challenges of gathering data from high-risk and
other user populations - Sampling and application
issues - Uses, sources, and limitations of treatment
data - Analytical papers applying the methodologies
to specific and global studies - The role of
epidemiology studies in developing prevention
strategies With this multifaceted approach to the
subject, Epidemiology of Drug Abuse provides
researchers and educators with a reference that
sheds significant light on infrequently covered areas.
In addition, its breadth and accessibility of coverage
make it a teaching text suitable to courses in
epidemiology, public health, and drug abuse.
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