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THE LIBRARY OF CONTEMPORARY THOUGHT is a groundbreaking series where America's finest writers and most brilliant
minds tackle today's most provocative, fascinating, and relevant issues. Striking and daring, creative and important, these original
voices on matters political, social, economic, and cultural, will enlighten, comfort, entertain, enrage, and ignite healthy debate
across the country.
"Prepare your high school students for AP, IB, and other standardized tests that demand an understanding of the subtle elements
that comprise an author's unique voice. Each of the 100 sharply focused, historically and culturally diverse passages from world
literature targets a specific component of voice, presenting the elements in short, manageable exercises that function well as class
openers. Includes teacher notes and discussion suggestions."
Robert Fulghum's new book begins with a question we've all asked ourselves: "What on Earth have I done?" As Fulghum finds
out, the answer is never easy and, almost always, surprising. For the last couple of years, Fulghum has been traveling the world from Seattle to the Moab Desert to Crete - looking for a few fellow travelers interested in thinking along with him as he delights in
the unexpected: trick-or-treating with your grandchildren dressed like a large rabbit, pots of daffodils blooming in mid-November, a
view of the earth from outer space, the mysterious night sounds of the desert, every man's trip to a department store to buy socks,
the raucous all-night long feast that is Easter in Greece, the trials and tribulations of plumbing problems and the friendship one can
strike up with someone who doesn't share the same language. What on Earth Have I Done? is an armchair tour of everyday life as
seen by Robert Fulghum, one of America's great essayists, a man who has two feet planted firmly on the earth, one eye on the
heavens and, at times, a tongue planted firmly in his cheek. Fulghum writes to his fellow travelers, with a sometimes light heart,
about the deep and vexing mysteries of being alive and says, "This is my way of bringing the small boat of my life within speaking
distance of yours. Hello..."
New York Times bestselling author Barbara Kingsolver delivers a collection of 12 original tales in Homeland and Other Stories that
are every bit as emotionally resonant, humorous, and heartfelt as her much-beloved novels. In settings ranging from eastern
Kentucky to northern California and the Caribbean island of St. Lucia, Barbara Kingsolver uses her distinctive voice and vast
knowledge of human nature to address some of her favorite themes: the importance of personal and cultural heritage; how the
past effects the present and the enduring power of love. Kingsolver’s characters, many single mothers, struggle to make sense of
their lives and find meaning in a difficult world. Praised for her memorable characters and poetic prose, Kingsolver again proves
why she is a literary force to be reckoned with. This edition includes a P.S. section with additional insights from the author,
background material, suggestions for further reading, and more.
“The Bean Trees is the work of a visionary. . . . It leaves you open-mouthed and smiling.” — Los Angeles Times A bestseller that
has come to be regarded as an American classic, The Bean Trees is the novel that launched Barbara Kingsolver’s remarkable
literary career. It is the charming, engrossing tale of rural Kentucky native Taylor Greer, who only wants to get away from her roots
and avoid getting pregnant. She succeeds, but inherits a three-year-old Native American girl named Turtle along the way, and
together, from Oklahoma to Arizona, half-Cherokee Taylor and her charge search for a new life in the West. Hers is a story about
love and friendship, abandonment and belonging, and the discovery of surprising resources in seemingly empty places. This
edition includes a P.S. section with additional insights from the author, background material, suggestions for further reading, and
more.
Fiona is the creator of fashion doll sensation Kimberley, and is quite satisfied with her career-focused life. Yet when her boss
informs her that she must win over a new account by going camping with the creator of a hit children's TV show, she is extremely
reluctant. Nevertheless, she goes to Florida to meet Roy and his Guide Ace Montgomery. When Roy is found dead with Fiona
holding the bloody knife, she becomes the prime suspect - though she has no recollection of what happened. Things get worse
when she learns that Roy, until now a stranger to her, left her all the proceeds from his new TV show, giving her a strong motive
for murder. Suddenly, she and Ace find themselves on the run, and being condemned by the press for murder. They must prove
their innocence by discovering the true motive and murderer of Roy. Fiona and Ace figure out they are linked through her father,
and it is then that Fiona learns the secrets of her family's past, turning her world upside down.
"There is no one quite like Barbara Kingsolver in contemporary literature," raves the Washington Post Book World, and it is right.
She has been nominated three times for the ABBY award, and her critically acclaimed writings consistently enjoy spectacular
commercial success as they entertain and touch her legions of loyal fans. In High Tide in Tucson, she returnsto her familiar
themes of family, community, the common good and the natural world. The title essay considers Buster, a hermit crab that
accidentally stows away on Kingsolver's return trip from the Bahamas to her desert home, and turns out to have manic-depressive
tendencies. Buster is running around for all he's worth -- one can only presume it's high tide in Tucson. Kingsolver brings a moral
vision and refreshing sense of humor to subjects ranging from modern motherhood to the history of private property to the
suspended citizenship of human beings in the Animal Kingdom. Beautifully packaged, with original illustrations by well-known
illustrator Paul Mirocha, these wise lessons on the urgent business of being alive make it a perfect gift for Kingsolver's many fans.
This new boxed set brings together The Poisonwood Bible and Prodigal Summer, Kingsolver's most recent novels, with The Bean
Trees, Homeland and Other Stories, Animal Dreams, and Pigs in Heaven.

Citizen resistance and struggle in Appalachia since 1960.
It is summer in the Appalachian mountains and love, desire and attraction are in the air. From her outpost in an isolated
mountain cabin, Deanna Wolfe, a reclusive wildlife biologist, watches a den of coyotes. She is caught off guard by a
young hunter who invades her most private spaces and interrupts her solitary life. On a farm several miles down the
mountain, Lusa Maluf Landowski, a bookish city girl turned farmer's wife, finds herself marooned in a strange place
where she must declare or lose her attachment to the land that has become her own. And a few more miles down the
road, a pair of elderly feuding neighbours tend their respective farms and wrangle about God, pesticides, and the
possibilities of a future neither of them expected. Over the course of one humid summer, these characters find their
connections of love to one another and to the surrounding nature with which they share a place. With its strong balance
of narrative and drama, Prodigal Summer is stands alongside The Poisonwood Bible and The Lacuna as one of Barbara
Kingsolver's finest works.
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Barbara Kingsolver's books have sold millions of copies. The Poisonwood Bible was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize, and
her work is studied in courses ranging from English-as-a-second-language classes to seminars in doctoral programs.
Yet, until now, there has been relatively little scholarly analysis of her writings. Seeds of Change: Critical Essays on
Barbara Kingsolver, edited by Priscilla V. Leder, is the first collection of essays examining the full range of Kingsolver's
literary output. The articles in this new volume provide analysis, context, and commentary on all of Kingsolver's novels,
her poetry, her two essay collections, and her full-length nonfiction memoir, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food
Life. Professor Leder begins Seeds of Change with a brief critical biography that traces Kingsolver's development as a
writer. Leder also includes an overview of the scholarship on Kingsolver's oeuvre. Organized by subject matter, the 14
essays in the book are divided into three sections tha deal with recurrent themes in Kingsolver's compositions: identity,
social justice, and ecology. The pieces in this ground-breaking volume draw upon contemporary critical
approaches—ecocritical, postcolonial, feminist, and disability studies—to extend established lines of inquiry into
Kingsolver's writing and to take them in new directions. By comparing Kingsolver with earlier writers such as Joseph
Conrad and Henry David Thoreau, the contributors place her canon in literary context and locate her in cultural contexts
by revealing how she re-works traditional narratives such as the Western myth. They also address the more controversial
aspects of her writings, examining her political advocacy and her relationship to her reader, in addition to exploring her
vision of a more just and harmonious world. Fully indexed with a comprehensive works-cited section, Seeds of Change
gives scholars and students important insight and analysis which will deepen and broaden their understanding and
experience of Barbara Kingsolver's work. Priscilla V. Leder has published articles in Mississippi Quarterly, ISLE
(Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment), Amerikastudien/American Studies, and Southern Studies. She
is professor of English at Texas State University—San Marcos.
Clear-eyed and spirited, Taylor Greer grew up poor in rural Kentucky with the goals of avoiding pregnancy and getting
away. But when she heads west with high hopes and a barely functional car, she meets the human condition head-on. By
the time Taylor arrives in Tucson, Arizona, she has acquired a completely unexpected child, a three-year-old American
Indian girl named Turtle, and must somehow come to terms with both motherhood and the necessity for putting down
roots. Hers is a story about love and friendship, abandonment and belonging, and the discovery of surprising resources
in apparently empty places. Available for the first time in mass-market, this edition of Barbara Kingsolver's bestselling
novel, The Bean Trees, will be in stores everywhere in September. With two different but equally handsome covers, this
book is a fine addition to your Kingsolver library.
Holding the Line, Barbara Kingsolver's first non-fiction book, is the story of women's lives transformed by an a signal
event. Set in the small mining towns of Arizona, it is part oral history and part social criticism, exploring the process of
empowerment which occurs when people work together as a community. Like Kingsolver's award-winning novels,
Holding the Line is a beautifully written book grounded on the strength of its characters. Hundreds of families held the line
in the 1983 strike against Phelps Dodge Copper in Arizona. After more than a year the strikers lost their union
certification, but the battle permanently altered the social order in these small, predominantly Hispanic mining towns. At
the time the strike began, many women said they couldn't leave the house without their husband's permission. Yet, when
injunctions barred union men from picketing, their wives and daughters turned out for the daily picket lines. When the
strike dragged on and men left to seek jobs elsewhere, women continued to picket, organize support, and defend their
rights even when the towns were occupied by the National Guard. "Nothing can ever be the same as it was before," said
Diane McCormick of the Morenci Miners Women's Auxiliary. "Look at us. At the beginning of this strike, we were just a
bunch of ladies."
With the eyes of a scientist and the vision of a poet, Barbara Kingsolver explores her trademark themes of family,
community and the natural world. Defiant, funny and courageously honest, High Tide in Tucson is an engaging and
immensely readable collection from one of the most original voices in contemporary literature. 'Possessed of an
extravagantly gifted narrative voice, Kingsolver blends a fierce and abiding moral vision with benevolent and concise
humour. Her medicine is meant for the head, the heart, and the soul.' New York Times Book Review
Introduces the work of American author Barbara Kingsolver and gives suggestions for incorporating it into a reading and
writing curriculum.
"Excellent and simple and as clear as a needed glass of water in the desert. I cannot think of a better companion for our
current time." - Katy Butler, New York Times bestselling author of The Art of Dying Well All of us experience loss. Some
of us have lost a spouse, or a child, our parents, a beloved pet, a dear friend, or neighbor. In the pandemic, we have lost
hundreds of thousands of lives in the United States and around the world. Many of us have lost our livelihoods. All of us
have lost our familiar daily routines and textures of work, family, and community. And the losses are not over. Opening to
Grief is a companion to this tender time. With the demeanor and tone of a loving friend, the authors offer an invitation to
grieve fully, to turn toward your emotions and experiences however they arise, and to follow your own path toward
healing. The book explores the deep truth that grief and love are richly intertwined. Because we love, we grieve. And
when we fully feel our sorrow, we open to loving ourselves and other beings more deeply.
New York Times bestseller An NPR pick for Best Books of 2018 An O, The Oprah Magazine's Best Book of 2018 A San
Francisco Chronicle Best Book of 2018 One of Christian Science Monitor's best fiction reads of 2018 One of Newsweek's
Best Books of the year The New York Times bestselling author of Flight Behavior, The Lacuna, and The Poisonwood
Bible and recipient of numerous literary awards—including the National Humanities Medal, the Dayton Literary Peace
Prize, and the Orange Prize—returns with a timely novel that interweaves past and present to explore the human capacity
for resiliency and compassion in times of great upheaval. How could two hardworking people do everything right in life, a
woman asks, and end up destitute? Willa Knox and her husband followed all the rules as responsible parents and
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professionals, and have nothing to show for it but debts and an inherited brick house that is falling apart. The magazine
where Willa worked has folded; the college where her husband had tenure has closed. Their dubious shelter is also the
only option for a disabled father-in-law and an exasperating, free-spirited daughter. When the family’s one success story,
an Ivy-educated son, is uprooted by tragedy he seems likely to join them, with dark complications of his own. In another
time, a troubled husband and public servant asks, How can a man tell the truth, and be reviled for it? A science teacher
with a passion for honest investigation, Thatcher Greenwood finds himself under siege: his employer forbids him to speak
of the exciting work just published by Charles Darwin. His young bride and social-climbing mother-in-law bristle at the risk
of scandal, and dismiss his worries that their elegant house is unsound. In a village ostensibly founded as a benevolent
Utopia, Thatcher wants only to honor his duties, but his friendships with a woman scientist and a renegade newspaper
editor threaten to draw him into a vendetta with the town’s powerful men. Unsheltered is the compulsively readable story
of two families, in two centuries, who live at the corner of Sixth and Plum in Vineland, New Jersey, navigating what
seems to be the end of the world as they know it. With history as their tantalizing canvas, these characters paint a
startlingly relevant portrait of life in precarious times when the foundations of the past have failed to prepare us for the
future.
Cactus Wren Tumbleweed Tortoise Grouchy Old Lizard Little Burro Join these and other desert dwellers as they embark
on adventures throughout their daily lives. Unlikely relationships are formed as challenges are overcome along the way.
Conflict and differences won’t prevent these friends from learning to live peacefully amongst each other. You’ll enjoy
reading the entire collection of four short stories from author Allene Beets. Short stories included in this book: I’ll Find
You Tumbleweed A Grouchy Old Lizard I’m Not A Turtle Go, Burros
A look at the world through the eyes of a wildly imaginative young girl in contemporary Texas.
High Tide is a collection of Poetry about love and loss, and Postcards from the author's real-life travels, accompanied by
the author's personal photography. Part 1 (Poetry) shares the bittersweet and often intense reality of complicated
relationships that don't end in happily ever afters, while Part 2 (Postcards) captures the moments and reflections on life
while being present in foreign lands.
A collection of essays rewritten from magazine articles the author wrote. The diverse topics include voodoo, molluscs,
and relationships.
Bestselling author Barbara Kingsolver returns with her first nonfiction narrative that will open your eyes in a hundred new
ways to an old truth: You are what you eat. "As the U.S. population made an unprecedented mad dash for the Sun Belt,
one carload of us paddled against the tide, heading for the Promised Land where water falls from the sky and green stuff
grows all around. We were about to begin the adventure of realigning our lives with our food chain. "Naturally, our first
stop was to buy junk food and fossil fuel. . . ." Hang on for the ride: With characteristic poetry and pluck, Barbara
Kingsolver and her family sweep readers along on their journey away from the industrial-food pipeline to a rural life in
which they vow to buy only food raised in their own neighborhood, grow it themselves, or learn to live without it. Their
good-humored search yields surprising discoveries about turkey sex life and overly zealous zucchini plants, en route to a
food culture that's better for the neighborhood and also better on the table. Part memoir, part journalistic investigation,
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle makes a passionate case for putting the kitchen back at the center of family life and
diversified farms at the center of the American diet. "This is the story of a year in which we made every attempt to feed
ourselves animals and vegetables whose provenance we really knew . . . and of how our family was changed by our first
year of deliberately eating food produced from the same place where we worked, went to school, loved our neighbors,
drank the water, and breathed the air." Includes an excerpt from Flight Behavior.
A visionary book in the repertoire of prison literature. This is a 37 year old man's account of 25 years behind bars.
Squeaker, a selector, is slowly clearing his piece of the Australian bush. However, lazy and shiftless, he leaves most of
the work to his uncomplaining and hardworking mate. When she is crushed under a falling yellow gum, Squeaker
responds only with selfish impatience. Taught to endlessly endure by her harsh surroundings, Squeaker's mate carries
the burden of her injury quietly, with only her old dog for comfort. Published as part of Barbara Baynton's iconic collection
Bush Studies in 1902, Squeaker's Mate is a visceral and lyrical story about the hostility faced by European settlers in the
Australian bush during settlement. From an era when literature focused almost entirely on men and male experiences,
Squeaker's Mate is an important depiction of the unique trials and strengths of women.
From Barbara Kingsolver, the acclaimed author of Flight Behavior, The Lacuna, The Bean Trees, and other modern classics,
Animal Dreams is a passionate and complex novel about love, forgiveness, and one woman’s struggle to find her place in the
world. At the end of her rope, Codi Noline returns to her Arizona home to face her ailing father, with whom she has a difficult,
distant relationship. There she meets handsome Apache trainman Loyd Peregrina, who tells her, “If you want sweet dreams,
you’ve got to live a sweet life.” Filled with lyrical writing, Native American legends, a tender love story, and Codi’s quest for
identity, Animal Dreams is literary fiction at it’s very best. This edition includes a P.S. section with additional insights from Barbara
Kingsolver, background material, suggestions for further reading, and more.
Set in the present day in the rural community of Feathertown, Tennessee, Flight Behavior tells the story of Dellarobia Turnbow, a
petite, razor-sharp 29-year-old who nurtured worldly ambitions before becoming pregnant and marrying at seventeen. Now, after
more than a decade of tending to small children on a failing farm, oppressed by poverty, isolation and her husband's antagonistic
family, she has mitigated her boredom by surrendering to an obsessive flirtation with a handsome younger man. In the opening
scene, Dellarobia is headed for a secluded mountain cabin to meet this man and initiate what she expects will be a self-destructive
affair. But the tryst never happens. Instead, she walks into something on the mountainside she cannot explain or understand: a
forested valley filled with silent red fire that appears to her a miracle. After years lived entirely in the confines of one small house,
Dellarobia finds her path suddenly opening out, chapter by chapter, into blunt and confrontational engagement with her family, her
church, her town, her continent, and finally the world at large.
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High Tide in TucsonEssays from Now or NeverHarper Collins
Barbara Kingsolver's acclaimed international bestseller tells the story of an American missionary family in the Congo during a
poignant chapter in African history. It spins the tale of the fierce evangelical Baptist, Nathan Price, who takes his wife and four
daughters on a missionary journey into the heart of darkness of the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them to Africa all they
believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it - from garden seeds to the King James Bible - is calamitously
transformed on African soil. Told from the perspective of the five women, this is a compelling exploration of African history,
religion, family, and the many paths to redemption. The Poisonwood Bible was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 1999 and was
chosen as the best reading group novel ever at the Penguin/Orange Awards. It continues to be read and adored by millions
worldwide.
By early 1951, American forces and their UN allies had been driven more than 100 miles down the Korean peninsula by the
Chinese. The situation was bleak when Gen. Matthew Ridgway ordered a last stand at the village of Chipyong-ni. There a single
regiment (the 23rd Infantry) of fewer than 5,000 U.S. soldiers defeated a Chinese division of 25,000 men in what has been called
the Gettysburg of the Korean War.
Picking up where her modern classic The Bean Trees left off, Barbara Kingsolver’s bestselling Pigs in Heaven continues the tale
of Turtle and Taylor Greer, a Native American girl and her adoptive mother who have settled in Tucson, Arizona, as they both try
to overcome their difficult pasts. Taking place three years after The Bean Trees, Taylor is now dating a musician named Jax and
has officially adopted Turtle. But when a lawyer for the Cherokee Nation begins to investigate the adoption—their new life together
begins to crumble. Depicting the clash between fierce family love and tribal law, poverty and means, abandonment and belonging,
Pigs in Heaven is a morally wrenching, gently humorous work of fiction that speaks equally to the head and the heart. This edition
includes a P.S. section with additional insights from Barbara Kingsolver, background material, suggestions for further reading, and
more.
From Pulitzer Prize nominee and award winning author of Homeland, The Poisonwood Bible and Flight Behaviour, The Lacuna is
the heartbreaking story of a man torn between the warm heart of Mexico and the cold embrace of 1950s America in the shadow of
Senator McCarthy. Born in America and raised in Mexico, Harrison Shepherd is a liability to his social-climbing flapper mother,
Salome. When he starts work in the household of Mexican artists Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo - where the Bolshevik leader, Lev
Trotsky, is also being harboured as a political exile - he inadvertently casts his lot with art, communism and revolution. A
compulsive diarist, he records and relates his colourful experiences of life with Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo and Trotsky in the midst
of the Mexican revolution. A violent upheaval sends him back to America; but political winds continue to throw him between north
and south, in a plot that turns many times on the unspeakable breach - the lacuna - between truth and public presumption.
Taming the Bicycle is a short essay by Mark Twain. Samuel Langhorne Clemens (November 30, 1835 - April 21, 1910), better
known by his pen name Mark Twain, was an American author and humorist. He wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) and
its sequel, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885), the latter often called "The Great American Novel." Twain grew up in Hannibal,
Missouri, which provided the setting for Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer. After an apprenticeship with a printer, he worked as a
typesetter and contributed articles to the newspaper of his older brother, Orion Clemens. He later became a riverboat pilot on the
Mississippi River before heading west to join Orion in Nevada. He referred humorously to his singular lack of success at mining,
turning to journalism for the Virginia City Territorial Enterprise. In 1865, his humorous story, "The Celebrated Jumping Frog of
Calaveras County," was published, based on a story he heard at Angels Hotel in Angels Camp, California, where he had spent
some time as a miner. The short story brought international attention, and was even translated into classic Greek. His wit and
satire, in prose and in speech, earned praise from critics and peers, and he was a friend to presidents, artists, industrialists, and
European royalty. Though Twain earned a great deal of money from his writings and lectures, he invested in ventures that lost a
great deal of money, notably the Paige Compositor, a mechanical typesetter, which failed because of its complexity and
imprecision. In the wake of these financial setbacks, he filed for protection from his creditors via bankruptcy, and with the help of
Henry Huttleston Rogers eventually overcame his financial troubles. Twain chose to pay all his pre-bankruptcy creditors in full,
though he had no legal responsibility to do so. Twain was born shortly after a visit by Halley's Comet, and he predicted that he
would "go out with it," too. He died the day after the comet returned. He was lauded as the "greatest American humorist of his
age," and William Faulkner called Twain "the father of American literature." Twain began his career writing light, humorous verse,
but evolved into a chronicler of the vanities, hypocrisies and murderous acts of mankind. At mid-career, with Huckleberry Finn, he
combined rich humor, sturdy narrative and social criticism. Twain was a master at rendering colloquial speech and helped to
create and popularize a distinctive American literature built on American themes and language. Many of Twain's works have been
suppressed at times for various reasons. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been repeatedly restricted in American high schools,
not least for its frequent use of the word "nigger," which was in common usage in the pre-Civil War period in which the novel was
set.
McPhee, in prose distinguished by its warm humor, keen insight, and rich sense of human character, looks at the people who drive
trucks, captain ships, pilot towboats, drive coal trains, and carry lobsters through the air: people who work in freight transportation.
A lyrical, sensuous and thoroughly engrossing memoir of one critical year in the life of an organic peach farmer, Epitaph for a
Peach is "a delightful narrative . . . with poetic flair and a sense of humor" (Library Journal). Line drawings.
The Indignities of Coach Class, the Torments of Low Thread Count, the Never-Ending Quest for Artisanal Olive Oil, and Other
First World Problems David Rakoff’s collection of autobiographical essays, Fraud, established him as one of our funniest, most
insightful writers. In Don’t Get Too Comfortable, Rakoff journeys into the land of plenty that is contemporary North America.
Rarely have greed, vanity, selfishness, and vapidity been so mercilessly and wittily portrayed. Whether contrasting the elegance of
one of the last flights of the supersonic Concorde with the good times and chicken wings of Hooters Air, portraying the rarified
universe of Paris fashion shows where an evening dress can cost as much as four years of college, or traveling to a private island
off the coast of Belize to watch a soft-core Playboy TV shoot, where he is provided with his very own personal manservant, David
Rakoff takes us on a bitingly funny grand tour of our culture of excess, delving into the manic getting and spending that defines the
North American way of life. Somewhere along the line, our healthy self-regard has exploded into obliterating narcissism, and
Rakoff is there to map that frontier. He sits through the grotesqueries of “avant garde” vaudeville in Times Square immediately
following 9/11. Twenty days without food allows him to experience firsthand the wonders of “detoxification,” and the frozen world
of cryonics, whose promise of eternal life is the ultimate status symbol, leaves him very cold indeed (much to our good fortune). At
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once a Wildean satire of our ridiculous culture of overconsumption and a plea for a little human decency, Don’t Get Too
Comfortable is a bitingly funny grand tour of our special circle of gilded-age hell.
In her new essay collection, the beloved author of High Tide in Tucson brings to us out of one of history's darker moments an
extended love song to the world we still have. From its opening parable gleaned from recent news about a lost child saved in an
astonishing way, the book moves on to consider a world of surprising and hopeful prospects, ranging from an inventive
conservation scheme in a remote jungle to the backyard flock of chickens tended by the author's small daughter. Whether she is
contemplating the Grand Canyon, her vegetable garden, motherhood, adolescence, genetic engineering, TV-watching, the history
of civil rights, or the future of a nation founded on the best of all human impulses, these essays are grounded in the author's belief
that our largest problems have grown from the earth's remotest corners as well as our own backyards, and that answers may lie in
those places, too. In the voice Kingsolver's readers have come to rely on—sometimes grave, occasionally hilarious, and ultimately
persuasive—Small Wonder is a hopeful examination of the people we seem to be, and what we might yet make of ourselves.
A bitingly funny, provocative, and revealing look at our foibles, passions, and pasttimes—from one of the most creative minds of our
time. “Nora Ephron can write about anything better than anybody else can write about anything.”—The New York Times From her
Academy Award–nominated screenplays to her bestselling fiction and essays, Nora Ephron is one of America’s most gifted,
prolific, and versatile writers. In this classic collection of magazine articles, Ephron does what she does best: embrace American
culture with love, cynicism, and unmatched wit. From tracking down the beginnings of the self-help movement to dressing down
the fashion world’s most powerful publication to capturing a glimpse of a legendary movie in the making, these timeless pieces tap
into our enduring obsessions with celebrity, food, romance, clothes, entertainment, and sex. Whether casting her ingenious eye on
renowned director Mike Nichols, Cosmopolitan magazine founder Helen Gurley Brown—or herself, as she chronicles her own
beauty makeover—Ephron deftly weaves her journalistic skill with the intimate style of an essayist and the incomparable talent of a
great storyteller.
Twenty-six essays explore themes of family, community, and the natural world while considering such specific topics as modern
motherhood, paper dolls, and high-tide oysters. Barbara Kingsolver has entertained and touched the lives of legions of readers
with her critically acclaimed and bestselling novels The Bean Trees, Animal Dreams, and Pigs in Heaven. In these twenty-five
newly conceived essays, she returns once again to her favored literary terrain to explore the themes of family, community, and the
natural world. With the eyes of a scientist and the vision of a poet, Barbara Kingsolver writes about notions as diverse as modern
motherhood, the history of private property, and the suspended citizenship of humans in the animal kingdom. Kingsolver's canny
pursuit of meaning from an inscrutable world compels us to find instructions for life in surprising places: a museum of atomic bomb
relics, a West African voodoo love charm, an iconographic family of paper dolls, the ethics of a wild pig who persistently invades a
garden, a battle of wills with a two-year-old, or a troop of oysters who observe high tide in the middle of Illinois.
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