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seriesParlour Games and the Public Life of Women in Renaissance ItalyUniversity of Toronto Press
Confined by behavioural norms and professional restrictions, women in Renaissance Italy found a welcome escape in an
alternative world of play. This book examines the role of games of wit in the social and cultural experience of patrician women from
the early sixteenth to the early eighteenth century. Beneath the frivolous exterior of such games as occasions for idle banter,
flirtation, and seduction, there often lay a lively contest for power and agency, and the opportunity for conventional women to
demonstrate their intellect, to achieve a public identity, and even to model new behaviour and institutions in the non-ludic world. By
tapping into the records and cultural artifacts of these games, George McClure recovers a realm of female fame that has largely
escaped the notice of modern historians, and in so doing, reveals a cohort of spirited, intellectual women outside of the courts.
After their military defeat by the Florentines in the mid-sixteenth century, the citizens of Siena turned from politics to celebratory,
social occasions to express their civic identity and show their capacity for collective action. In the first major work of its kind,
Colleen Reardon opens a window on the ways in which the Sienese absorbed the new genre of opera into their own festive
apparatus and challenges the prevailing view that operatic productions in the city were merely an extension of Medici power to the
provinces. It was, rather, members of the expatriate Chigi family who exploited the festive impulse of their countrymen,
coordinating operatic performances with their triumphant visits home by activating ties of friendship and family as well as
connections to Sienese institutions, most notably the Assicurate, possibly the first all-female academy in Italy. If the Chigi proved
successful at inserting opera into larger patterns of sociability that conveyed the very essence of what it meant to be Sienese
(senesita), their successor, the flamboyant playwright and librettist Girolamo Gigli, struggled in his attempts to transform operatic
performances into professional enterprises. Fluidly written and richly embellished with anecdotes from historical chronicles, A
Sociable Moment offers insight into the Sienese experience with opera during the genre's rapid expansion throughout the Italian
peninsula during the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. "
One of the early concepts of the Olympic Games was to include “intercalated” Games every four years between the normal cycle,
and to hold these Games in Athens, the ancestral home of the Olympics. In 1906 the first, and only one, of these games was held.
Occurring only two years after the St. Louis Games of 1904 and two years before the London Games of 1908, the Athens Games
were considered by many not to be “official”; social and political forces prevented continuation of the intercalation cycle in 1910
and later. Yet these Games were surprisingly successful and helped guarantee the survival of the modern Olympics. This book,
fourth in the series on the early Olympics, presents all the data on 29 nation and city-state participants in more than a dozen
events in the Athens Games. Scores and descriptions are provided, and many historical errors and omissions in other sources are
corrected. Appendices include the published program for the Games, the actual schedule followed during the Games, and countryby country listings of all participating athletes.
A scholarly overview of textiles in America traces the pivotal role of imported textiles in colonial life, in a dictionary-style reference
that features illustrations of typical period bedding, linens, upholstery, and other products.
In the follow up to The Rage and the Pride, the distinguished Italian historian describes the impact of her controversial book on her own life,
detailing the personal attacks and death threats she received following its publication and offering an incisive analysis of the influence of
Islam on modern-day Europe. 50,000 first printing.
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