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Dr. Nakshawani in the following work not only corrects the widespread misconception that the Shi’i intellectual tradition despises and curses
all Companions, but also clarifies the reason for which some Companions were considered people of Paradise in the Shi’i (and usually the
Sunni) tradition. In a few places, the author notes reasons for which the Shi’i tradition does not venerate certain Companions. Discussing
controversial history as it relates to Companions and the ahl al-bayt remains a difficult enterprise, where methods and premises, let alone
conclusions, substantially differ from scholar to scholar. As an expert of the Shi’i tradition, Dr. Nakshawani presents relevant Shi’i narratives
for non-specialists who would otherwise be unaware of them. Thus, the following biographies fill a gap in knowledge about Companions not
only revered in the Shi’i tradition, but according to the collective memory of pro-Alid Sunni and Shi’i authors, granted Paradise.
Special Forces soldiers are daring, seasoned troops from America's heartland, selected in a tough competition and trained in an
extraordinary range of skills. They know foreign languages and cultures and unconventional warfare better than any U.S. fighters, and while
they prefer to stay out of the limelight, veteran war correspondent Linda Robinson gained access to their closed world. She traveled with
them on the frontlines, interviewed them at length on their home bases, and studied their doctrine, methods and history. In Masters of Chaos
she tells their story through a select group of senior sergeants and field-grade officers, a band of unforgettable characters like Rawhide, Killer,
Michael T, and Alan -- led by the unflappable Lt. Col. Chris Conner and Col. Charlie Cleveland, a brilliant but self-effacing West Pointer who
led the largest unconventional war campaign since Vietnam in northern Iraq. Robinson follows the Special Forces from their first postVietnam combat in Panama, El Salvador, Desert Storm, Somalia, and the Balkans to their recent trials and triumphs in Afghanistan and Iraq.
She witnessed their secret sleuthing and unsung successes in southern Iraq, and recounts here for the first time the dramatic firefights of the
western desert. Her blow-by-blow story of the attack on Ansar al-Islam's international terrorist training camp has never been told before. The
most comprehensive account ever of the modern-day Special Forces in action, Masters of Chaos is filled with riveting, intimate detail in the
words of a close-knit band of soldiers who have done it all.
How do pious Shia Muslim women nurture and sustain their religious lives? How do their experiences and beliefs differ from or overlap with
those of men? What do gender-based religious roles and interactions reveal about the Shia Muslim faith? In Partners of Zaynab, Diane
D’Souza presents a rich ethnography of urban Shia women in India, exploring women’s devotional lives through the lens of religious
narrative, sacred space, ritual performance, leadership, and iconic symbols. Religious scholars have tended to devalue women’s religious
expressions, confining them to the periphery of a male-centered ritual world. This viewpoint often assumes that women’s ritual behaviors are
the unsophisticated product of limited education and experience and even a less developed female nature. By illuminating vibrant female
narratives within Shia religious teachings, the fascinating history of a shrine led by women, the contemporary lives of dynamic female
preachers, and women’s popular prayers and rituals of petition, Partners of Zaynab demonstrates that the religious lives of women are not a
flawed approximation of male-defined norms and behaviors, but a vigorous, authentic affirmation of faith within the religious mainstream.
D’Souza questions the distinction between normative and popular religious behavior, arguing that such a categorization not only isolates and
devalues female ritual expressions, but also weakens our understanding of religion as a whole. Partners of Zaynab offers a compelling
glimpse of Muslim faith and practice and a more complete understanding of the interplay of gender within Shia Islam.
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Worldwide, nearly three–quarters of journalists who die on assignment are targeted and assassinated for their dogged pursuit of important
stories of injustice. In Marked for Death, Terry Gould brings this statistic to life by documenting the lives of seven journalists, in Colombia, the
Philippines, Bangladesh, Russia, and Iraq, who had the guts to keep telling the truth in the face of threats from terrorists, corrupt politicians,
gangsters, and paramilitary leaders. Gould brings us the lovers, colleagues, rivals, critics, and even the accused murderers of these
courageous men and women, searching for the moment in which these journalists understood that they were willing to die in order to get a
story out. Their compelling stories highlight how selflessly humans can love justice and their fellow citizens; how dogged and resourceful
people can be in attempts to thwart injustice; how vital it is to show the defeated and the indifferent, as well as the powerful; and that there
really are some things worth dying for.
This epic is more than 1,500 years old, and still, the loyalists of al-Hussain bin Ali commemorate this anniversary annually in various forms
around the world. The most important of which is the establishment of gatherings to mourn and remember the tragedies for ten days starting
from the first of Muharram to the tenth day, which falls on the day of the battle depicted here. In The Victorious Blood, author Hussin Alkheder
presents a historical look at the events that happened during the short life of Abdullah, the son of al-Hussain bin Ali bin Abi Talib. The boy
was born in the middle of April, 1,500 years ago and lived only six months before being slaughtered with an arrow between his father's hands.
Based on historical research, Hussin Alkheder chronicles the bloody events following the infant's birth. The Victorious Blood offers a look at
the significance of this calamity in the history of mankind and its impact on the immortality of its divine messages.
The ideology and history of Britain's main Islamic groups explained. Muslim intellectuals may try to define something called British Islam, but,
the truth is that, as the Muslim community in Britain has grown, so has the opportunity to found and run mosques which divide along ethnic
and sectarian lines.
“What does it take to fly and fight with America’s Air Cavalry? That’s the story of Cowboys Over Iraq. You’ll meet bold personalities right out
of a Hollywood movie. You’ll be right there as Jimmy Blackmon and his fellow Cavalry troopers track down and tangle with determined foes.
You’ll experience the highs of triumph and the lows of bitter loss. Most importantly, you’ll see how and why Jimmy Blackmon learned hardwon leadership and battle lessons in the deadly skies of Iraq. Strap in. Hang on. Get ready to go hunting with the Air Cav.” —Daniel P. Bolger,
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army, Retired, Commander, 1st Cavalry Division 2008-2010 “A great read by an exceptional combat aviator,
leader, and writer! Jimmy Blackmon captures brilliantly the enthralling story of the air cavalry unit that was the eyes and ears of the 101st
Airborne Division (Air Assault) during the fight to Baghdad and throughout the first year in Iraq – when I was privileged to command the
division. He captures vividly, as well, the courage, skill, and feel for the battlefield of the gifted pilot and commander of the squadron,
Lieutenant Colonel Steve Schiller, to whom we turned repeatedly when the missions were the toughest.” —General David Petraeus (U.S.
Army, Ret.) commanded the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Multinational Force-Iraq, US Central Command, and coalition and U.S.
forces in Afghanistan.

This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Ahlulbayt Organization throughout the world in different
languages with the aim of conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world. Ahlulbayt Organization is a
registered Organisation that operates and is sustained through collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries
around the world, and it welcomes your involvement and support. Its objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to
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spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School of Thought in particular due to the latter being
misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many ignorant folks, Muslims and non-Muslims. For a
complete list of our published books please refer to our website or send us an email .
Analyzes the growing metropolis of Karachi, Pakistan, including the importance of regional stability to American security
interests, the terrorist bombing of a Shia religious procession, and the challenging religious, ethnic, and political divides.
The astonishing story of the soldiers, conservationists, and ordinary Iraqis who united to save the animals of the Baghdad
Zoo When the Iraq war began, conservationist Lawrence Anthony could think of only one thing: the fate of the Baghdad
Zoo, caught in the crossfire at the heart of the city. Once Anthony entered Iraq he discovered that hostilities and
uncontrolled looting had devastated the zoo and its animals. Working with members of the zoo staff and a few
compassionate U.S. soldiers, he defended the zoo, bartered for food on war-torn streets, and scoured bombed palaces
for desperately needed supplies. Babylon's Ark chronicles Anthony's hair-raising efforts to save a pride of Saddam's
lions, close a deplorable black-market zoo, run ostriches through shoot-to-kill checkpoints, and rescue the dictator's
personal herd of Thoroughbred Arabian horses. A tale of the selfless courage and humanity of a few men and women
living dangerously for all the right reasons, Babylon's Ark is an inspiring and uplifting true-life adventure of individuals on
both sides working together for the sake of magnificent wildlife caught in a war zone.
Horse of Karbala is a study of Muharram rituals and interfaith relations in three locations in India: Ladakh, Darjeeling, and
Hyderabad. These rituals commemorate an event of vital importance to Shia Muslims: the seventh-century death of the
Imam Husain, grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, at the battlefield of Karbala in Iraq. Pinault examines three different
forms of ritual commemoration of Husain's death - poetry-recital and self-flagellation in Hyderabad; stick-fighting in
Darjeeling; and the 'Horse of Karbala' procession, in which a stallion representing the mount ridden in battle by Husain is
made the center of a public parade in Ladakh and other Indian localities. The book looks at how publicly staged rituals
serve to mediate communal relations: in Hyderabad and Darjeeling, between Muslim and Hindu populations; in Ladakh,
between Muslims and Buddhists. Attention is also given to controversies within Muslim communities over issues related
to Muharram such as the belief in intercession by the Karbala Martyrs on behalf of individual believers.
One day in history changed the course of the Islamic nation for all time to come. It deepened the differences between
Islam's both main branches, the Sunni and the Shi'ite. It created states and undermined others. It had an impact which
not many people in any place or time can truly fathom. That date is: October 14, 680 A.D. when the younger grandson of
the Prophet of Islam, namely Hussain son of Ali ibn Abu Talib, was martyred together with all males of his family, with the
exception of his ailing son Ali, and of his few supporters who stood with him to the end. This date is referred to as
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Ashura, the tenth of Muharram, which has been commemorated since that year and will continue to be commemorated
till the end of time. This book details the events, social and political, that led to the martyrdom of Hussain son of Ali and
its aftermath as well as the biographies of nine descendants of Hussain who are referred to by Shi'ite Muslims as the
Infallible Imams. This book is full of history and, for the sympathetic reader, it is full of admonishment. It is a tale of
heroism unmatched in the entire history of mankind.
This book discusses a highly-debated research topic regarding the history of the Arabic language. It investigates
exhaustively the ancient roots of Classical Arabic through detailed tracings and readings of selected ancient inscriptions
from the Northern and Southern Arabian Peninsula. Specifically, this book provides detailed readings of important
Nabataean, Musnad, and Akkadian inscriptions, including the Namarah inscription and the Epic of Gilgamesh. In his
book, the author, a known Arabic type designer and independent scholar, provides clear indisputable transcriptional
material evidence indicating Classical Arabic was utilized in major population centers of the greater Arabian Peninsula,
many centuries before Islam. He presents for the first time a new clear reading of Classical Arabic poetry verses written
in the Nabataean script and dated to the first century CE. Furthermore, he offers for the first time a clear detailed
Classical Arabic reading of a sample text from two ancient editions of the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh, separated
by more than1000 years. Throughout his readings, the author provides verifiable evidence from major historical Arabic
etymological dictionaries, dated many centuries ago. The abundant of in-depth analysis, images, and detailed original
tables in this book makes it a very suitable reference for both scholars and students in academic and research
institutions, and for independent learners.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Mustafa Organization throughout the world in different
languages with the aim of conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world. Mustafa Organization is a
registered Organization that operates and is sustained through collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries
around the world, and it welcomes your involvement and support. Its objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to
spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School of Thought in particular due to the latter being
misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many ignorant folks, Muslims and non-Muslims.
Organization's purpose is to facilitate the dissemination of knowledge through a global medium, the Internet, to locations
where such resources are not commonly or easily accessible or are resented, resisted and fought!
In 680 C.E., a small band of the Prophet Muhammads family and their followers, led by his grandson, Husain, rose up in a rebellion against
the ruling caliph, Yazid. The family and its supporters, hopelessly outnumbered, were massacred at Karbala, in modern-day Iraq. The story of
Karbala is the cornerstone of institutionalized devotion and mourning for millions of Shii Muslims. Apart from its appeal to the Shii community,
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invocations of Karbala have also come to govern mystical and reformist discourses in the larger Muslim world. Indeed, Karbala even serves
as the archetypal resistance and devotional symbol for many non-Muslims. Until now, though, little scholarly attention has been given to the
widespread and varied employment of the Karbala event. In Reliving Karbala, Syed Akbar Hyder examines the myriad ways that the Karbala
symbol has provided inspiration in South Asia, home to the worlds largest Muslim population. Rather than a unified reading of Islam, Hyder
reveals multiple, sometimes conflicting, understandings of the meaning of Islamic religious symbols like Karbala. He ventures beyond
traditional, scriptural interpretations to discuss the ways in which millions of very human adherents express and practice their beliefs. By
using a panoramic array of sources, including musical performances, interviews, nationalist drama, and other literary forms, Hyder traces the
evolution of this story from its earliest historical origins to the beginning of the twenty-first century. Today, Karbala serves as a celebration of
martyrdom, a source of personal and communal identity, and even a tool for political protest and struggle. Hyder explores how issues related
to gender, genre, popular culture, class, and migrancy bear on the cultivation of religious symbols. He assesses the manner in which religious
language and identities are negotiated across contexts and continents. At a time when words like martyrdom, jihad, and Shiism are being
used and misused for political reasons, this book provides much-needed scholarly redress. Through his multifaceted examination of this
seminal event in Islamic history, Hyder offers an original, complex, and nuanced view of religious symbols.
In the most dramatic and intimate account of battle reporting since Michael Herr's classic Dispatches, NBC News's award-winning Middle
East Bureau Chief, Richard Engel, offers an unvarnished and often emotional account of five years in Iraq. Engel is the longest serving
broadcaster in Iraq and the only American television reporter to cover the country continuously before, during, and after the 2003 U.S.
invasion. Fluent in Arabic, he has had unrivaled access to U.S. military commanders, Sunni insurgents, Shiite militias, Iraqi families, and even
President George W. Bush, who called him to the White House for a private briefing. He has witnessed nearly every major milestone in this
long war. War Journal describes what it was like to go into the hole where U.S. Special Operations Forces captured Saddam Hussein. Engel
was there as the insurgency began and watched the spread of Iranian influence over Shiite religious cities and the Iraqi government. He
watched as Iraqis voted in their first election. He was in the courtroom when Saddam was sentenced to death and interviewed General David
Petraeus about the surge. In vivid, sometimes painful detail, Engel tracks the successes and setbacks of the war. He describes searching,
with U.S troops, for a missing soldier in the dangerous Sunni city of Ramadi; surviving kidnapping attempts, IED attacks, hotel bombings, and
ambushes; and even the smell of cakes in a bakery attacked by sectarian gangs and strewn with bodies of the executed. War Journal
describes a sectarian war that American leaders were late to understand and struggled to contain. It is an account of the author's
experiences, insights, bittersweet reflections, and moments from his private video diary -- itself the subject of a highly acclaimed documentary
on MSNBC. War Journal is the story of the transformation of a young journalist who moved to the Middle East with $2,000 and a belief that
the region would be "the story" of his generation into a seasoned reporter who has at times believed that he would die covering the war. It is
about American soldiers, ordinary Iraqis, and especially a few brave individuals on his team who continually risked their lives to make his own
daring reporting possible.
Thoughtful, amusing, and provocative, Making an Exit will transform the way you look at life's last passage. Because, as Murray discovers,
death is, for many, not an ending but the start of something new. Author and journalist Sarah Murray never gave much thought to what might
ultimately happen to her remains—that was, until her father died. While he'd always insisted that the "organic matter" left after a person takes
their last breath had no significance, he surprised his family by setting down elaborate arrangements for the scattering of his own ashes. This
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unexpected last request prompted Murray to embark on a series of voyages to discover how our end is commemorated around the globe—and
how we approach our own mortality. Spanning continents and centuries, Making an Exit is Murray's exploration of the extraordinary creativity
unleashed when we seek to dignify the dead. Along the way, she encounters a cremation in Bali in which two royal personages are placed in
giant decorative bulls and consigned to the afterlife in a burst of flames; a chandelier in the Czech Republic made entirely from human bones;
a weeping ceremony in Iran; and a Philippine village where the casketed dead are left hanging in caves. She even goes to Ghana to
commission her own fantasy coffin. The accounts of these journeys are fascinating, poignant, and funny. But this is also a very personal
quest: on her travels, Murray is seeking inspiration for her own eventual send-off.
NABEEL'S SONG is an epic true story of one family's experience of life before, during and after the regime of Saddam Hussein. Nabeel
Yasin had an ordinary childhood, in a middle-class neighbourhood in 1950s Baghdad. He showed an early gift for poetry and as a young man
became famous for it. But by the end of the 1970s Saddam's rise to power was encroaching on his life, and that of his family. Nabeel's
brothers were arrested and he himself was denounced as an enemy of the state and fled Iraq in 1980. NABEEL'S SONG tells his story, and
that of the family that he left behind; his matriarch of a mother Sabria, his four brothers and their rebellion against Saddam's regime, and his
two sisters - all ordinary people living in extraordinary and difficult times. The book takes us from the happier, pre-Saddam days - weddings,
births and the arrival of the first TV in 1960 - to darker circumstances that not all the family members would survive. Jo Tatchell, a close friend
of Nabeel's, writes a true and revealing portrait that allows us to identify with the people behind the headlines.
This book describes a ubiquitous and potent emotion that has only rarely and recently been studied in any systematic manner. The words
that come closest to denoting it in English are being moved or touched, having a heart-warming feeling, feeling nostalgic, feeling patriotic, or
pride in family or team. In religious contexts when the emotion is intense, it may be labeled ecstasy, mystical rapture, burning in the bosom,
or being touched by the Spirit. All of these are instances of what scientists now call ‘kama muta’ (Sanskrit, ‘moved by love’). Alan Page
Fiske shows that what evokes this emotion is the sudden creation, intensification, renewal, repair, or recall of a communal sharing
relationship – when love ignites, or people feel newly connected. He explains the social, psychological, cultural, and likely evolutionary
processes involved – and how they interlock. Kama muta is described as it manifests in diverse settings at many points in history across
scores of cultures, in everyday experiences as well as the peak moments of life. The chapters illuminate the occurrence of kama muta in a
range of contexts, including religion, oratory, literature, sport, social media, and nature. The book will be of interest to students and scholars
from a number of disciplines who are interested in emotion or social relationships. Supplementary notes can be found online at:
www.routledge.com/9780367220945
A narrative history of the origins of the Shia and Sunni conflict describes how a seventh-century struggle between the supporters of the late
Muhammad's surviving family members erupted in a massacre at Karbala that would become a central component of Shia Islam.
Partners of ZaynabA Gendered Perspective of Shia Muslim FaithUniv of South Carolina Press

An account of the author's experience in Iraq, presents photographs and commentary that convey the terror and exhilaration of
photojournalism in an age of embedded reporting.
This innovative study examines patterns of change in Shii symbols and rituals over the past two centuries to reveal how
modernization has influenced the societal, political, and religious culture of Iran. Shiis, who support the Prophet Mohammads
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progeny as his successors in opposition to the Sunni caliphate tradition, make up 10 to 15 percent of the worlds Muslim
population, roughly half of whom live in Iran. Throughout the early history of the Islamic Middle East, the Sunnis have been
associated with the state and the ruling elite, while Shiis have most often represented the political opposition and have had broad
appeal among the masses. Moharram symbols and rituals commemorate the Battle of Karbala in 680 CE, in which the Prophet
Mohammads grandson Hoseyn and most of his family and supporters were massacred by the troops of the Umayyad caliph
Yazid. Moharram symbols and rituals are among the most pervasive and popular aspects of Iranian culture and society. This book
traces patterns of continuity and change of Moharran symbols and rituals in three aspects of Iranian life: the importance of these
rituals in promoting social bonds, status, identities, and ideals; ways in which the three major successive regimes (Qujars,
Pahlavis, and the Islamic Republic), have either used these rituals to promote their legitimacy, or have suppressed them because
they viewed them as a potential political threat; and the uses of Moharram symbolism by opposition groups interested in
overthrowing the regime. While the patterns of government patronage have been radically discontinuous over the past two
centuries, the roles of these rituals in popular society and culture have been relatively continuous or have evolved independently of
the state. The political uses of modern-day rituals and the enduring symbolism of the Karbala narratives continue today.
The result of collaborative research from noteworthy dramatists and scholars, this volume investigates the dynamic relationship
between culture, performance and theatre in Iran. The studies gathered here examine how various forms of performances,
especially theatre, have and continue to undergo change in response to shifting political and social settings from the antiquity to
the present day. The analysis in this book focuses on performance practices, examining drama, texts, rituals, plays, music, cinema
and drama technologies. This is done in order to show how Iran has been imagined through enactments and representations, and
reproduced through these performative actions. The book uses a wider definition of the concept of 'performance', offering analysis
of a wide range of phenomena, including indigenous rituals – such as the naqqali and taziyeh – and online performances by
diaspora communities.
In these turbulent times, defined by ideological chasms, clashes over social justice, and a pandemic intersecting with
misinformation, Americans seem hopelessly divided along fault lines of politics, race, religion, class, and culture. Yet not everyone
is accepting the status quo. In Bridge Builders: Bringing People Together in a Polarized Age, journalist Nathan Bomey paints a
forensic portrait of Americans who are spanning gaping divides between people of difference. From clergy fighting racism in
Charlottesville to a former Republican congressman engaging conservatives on climate change and Appalachian journalists
restoring social trust with the public, these countercultural leaders all believe in the power of forging lasting connections to bring
about profound change. Though the blueprints for political, social, and cultural bridges vary widely, bridge builders have much in
common—and we have much to learn from them. In this book, Bomey dissects the transformational ways in which bridge builders
are combatting polarization by pursuing reconciliation, rejecting misinformation, and rethinking the principle of compromise.
Traces the story of the celebrated late-eighth and early ninth caliph from The Thousand and One Nights against a backdrop of
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Baghdad's cosmopolitan culture and its complex influence on the Byzantine Empire and Frankish kingdom of Charlemagne. By the
award-winning author of Wide as the Waters. 35,000 first printing.
2016 marked the birth of the post-truth era. Sophistry and spin have coloured politics since the dawn of time, but two shock events
- the Brexit vote and Donald Trump's elevation to US President - heralded a departure into murkier territory. From Trump denying
video evidence of his own words, to the infamous Leave claims of £350 million for the NHS, politics has rarely seen so many
stretching the truth with such impunity. Bullshit gets you noticed. Bullshit makes you rich. Bullshit can even pave your way to the
Oval Office. This is bigger than fake news and bigger than social media. It's about the slow rise of a political, media and online
infrastructure that has devalued truth. This is the story of bullshit: what's being spread, who's spreading it, why it works - and what
we can do to tackle it.
Riverbend, the young Iraqi woman whose “articulate, even poetic prose packs an emotional punch,” continues her blog from her
hometown of Baghdad (The New York Times). Riverbend, the pseudonymous recipient of a Lettre Ulysses Award for the Art of
Literary Reportage, continues her chronicle of daily life in occupied Baghdad. Drawn from her popular blog, this volume spans
from October 2004 through March 2006. In her distinctively wry yet urgent prose Riverbend, now 27, tells of life in a middle-class,
secular, mixed Shia-Sunni family. She describes the attacks she sees on TV, raids in her neighborhood, fuel shortages, rolling
blackouts, and water shortages, all while offering insightful critiques of the Iraqi draft constitution and American Media. Riverbend
reveals how, for the first time in her life, she feels lesser due to her gender. Dispelling reductive, media-driven stereotypes, she
explains that most Iraqis are tolerant people, prefer secular to religious government, oppose a civil war, and desperately want the
occupation to end.
The Language of Tears details the engaging five-year experience of a gifted American scholar throughout her journey teaching
and participating in a Shi'a Muslim community in Southern California. As a teacher in a Muslim school, she participates in the lives
of Iranian, Iraqi, and Pakistani women as they perform their religious rituals. Initially thought to be an FBI informant, Blomfield
builds trust as she participates in every aspect of their lives. Only a few weeks after she starts teaching, the fifth-grade girls invite
her to attend a religious ritual after school. Sitting, covered in black, she starts to engage: hearing the laments of the women, she
too starts to weep. She is invited into the women's homes, where they share their hopes, dreams, and fears. She dances at
weddings, baby showers, and a Mother's Day "women's only" swim party. She is deeply honored when she is invited to ritually
wash and bury an old Iranian woman's body, erupting a love for her own mother and her imminent death. Finally, she travels to
Iran for a surreal religious pilgrimage where she becomes Shi'a "in her heart," becoming more fully human.
Rabindranath Tagore, also written Rabindranatha Thakura, (7 May 1861 - 7 August 1941), sobriquet Gurudev, was a Bengali
polymath who reshaped Bengali literature and music, as well as Indian art with Contextual Modernism in the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Author of Gitanjali and its "profoundly sensitive, fresh and beautiful verse", he became the first non-European to
win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913. In translation his poetry was viewed as spiritual and mercurial; however, his "elegant
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prose and magical poetry remain largely unknown outside Bengal. Tagore introduced new prose and verse forms and the use of
colloquial language into Bengali literature, thereby freeing it from traditional models based on classical Sanskrit. He was highly
influential in introducing the best of Indian culture to the West and vice versa, and he is generally regarded as the outstanding
creative artist of the modern Indian subcontinent, being highly commemorated in India and Bangladesh, as well as in Sri Lanka,
Nepal and Pakistan.
The Story of a Childhood and The Story of a Return The intelligent and outspoken child of radical Marxists, and the greatgrandaughter of Iran's last emperor, Satrapi bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with the history of her country.
Persepolis paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran and of the bewildering contradictions between home life and public
life. This is a beautiful and intimate story full of tragedy and humour - raw, honest and incredibly illuminating.
“Johnny’s War” tells the story of Johnny Cutter, a 20-year-old Oregon man who joins the military in 2004. As an Army private,
with the amazing salary of $18,000 a year fueling his dreams, Johnny foresees a bright future that includes a new car and
marriage to his girlfriend, Halley.But the Iraq war changes Johnny’s plans. He survives harrowing missions in Fallujah and
Baghdad, then loses his best buddy to an explosion. Relentlessly, Johnny’s former life recedes amid escalating chaos and
random death. The terror is not always on the battlefield; sometimes it's in the battlefield operating rooms, where surgeons do
whatever it takes to save wounded soldiers, succeeding in nine out of ten cases. But if you survive, your life is changed forever.
And a new battle begins. Johnny's missions end when he is maimed by a roadside bomb. As a double amputee in Ward 57 at
Walter Reed Hospital, he asks himself the question: Is it better to live or die?In rehab, Johnny builds a tender bond with a lesbian
nurse, Rochelle Rochambeau. She doesn’t ask and doesn’t tell, and allows him to go AWOL from Ward 57. Johnny embarks on a
road trip with a buddy from his squad, heading home, finding solace in the Northwest’s natural grandeur. Ultimately, the trip
answers his question. Journalism failed to uncover the full story of the Iraq war because the hearts and minds of American
politicians were never on the record, and because the lives of the military men and women who were injured or killed were
overlooked. Now it is left to the novelist to pursue those stories, to get inside those hearts and minds.
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