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Tony Trischka presents his groundbreaking guide to the melodic (chromatic) Banjo style, made
famous by the great Bill Keith. The technique allows the Banjo player to create complex notefor-note renditions of Bluegrass fiddle tunes, as well as ornamenting solos with melodic
fragments and motives. Along with a full step-by-step guide to developing the skills of the
melodic style, this book also featuresBill Keith's personal explanation of how he developed his
formidable technique, in his own words and music.37 tunes in tablature, including a section of
fiddle tunes.Interviews with the stars of te melodic style including Bobby Thompson, Eric
Weissberg, Ben Eldridge and Alan Munde.
(Music Sales America). A thorough survey of three-finger picking classics of the early 1900s,
transitional styles of the 1930s, and the Scruggs style of the 1940s and beyond. Includes over
75 bluegrass, old-time fiddle and classic tunes in tablature for 5-string banjo. Songs include:
Bugle Call Rag * Cripple Creek * Cumberland Gap * Galway Hornpipe * Home Sweet Home *
John Henry * Little Maggie * Maple Leaf Rag * Oh Susannah * Old Joe Clark * Orange
Blossom Special * Rocky Top * Salty Dog * Sittin' on Top of the World * Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot * Yankee Doodle.
Immediately upon publication in 1998, the Encyclopedia of Country Music became a muchloved reference source, prized for the wealth of information it contained on that most American
of musical genres. Countless fans have used it as the source for answers to questions about
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everything from country's first commercially successful recording, to the genre's pioneering
music videos, to what conjunto music is. This thoroughly revised new edition includes more
than 1,200 A-Z entries covering nine decades of history and artistry, from the Carter Family
recordings of the 1920s to the reign of Taylor Swift in the first decade of the twenty-first
century. Compiled by a team of experts at the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, the
encyclopedia has been brought completely up-to-date, with new entries on the artists who
have profoundly influenced country music in recent years, such as the Dixie Chicks and Keith
Urban. The new edition also explores the latest and most critical trends within the industry,
shedding light on such topics as the digital revolution, the shifting politics of country music, and
the impact of American Idol (reflected in the stardom of Carrie Underwood). Other essays
cover the literature of country music, the importance of Nashville as a music center, and the
colorful outfits that have long been a staple of the genre. The volume features hundreds of
images, including a photo essay of album covers; a foreword by country music superstar Vince
Gill (the winner of twenty Grammy Awards); and twelve fascinating appendices, ranging from
lists of awards to the best-selling country albums of all time. Winner of the Best Reference
Award from the Popular Culture Association "Any serious country music fan will treasure this
authoritative book." --The Seattle Times "A long-awaited, major accomplishment, which
educators, historians and students, broadcasters and music writers, artists and fans alike, will
welcome and enjoy." --The Nashville Musician "Should prove a valuable resource to those who
work in the country music business. But it's also an entertaining read for the music's true fans."
--Houston Chronicle "This big, handsome volume spans the history of country music, listing not
only artists and groups but also important individuals and institutions." --San Francisco
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Examiner "Promises to be the definitive historical and biographical work on the past eight
decades of country music. Well written and heavily illustratedan unparalleled work, worth its
price and highly recommended." --Library Journal
A collection of essays, written in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Grand Ole Opry,
that provides portraits of the personal lives and careers of nineteen country music stars, with a
chapter devoted to early pioneers such as Fiddlin' John Carson, and Carl T. Sprague.
While there are books about folk dances from individual countries or regions, there isn’t a
single comprehensive book on folk dances across the globe. This illustrated compendium
offers the student, teacher, choreographer, historian, media critic, ethnographer, and general
reader an overview of the evolution and social and religious significance of folk dance. The
Encyclopedia of World Folk Dance focuses on the uniqueness of kinetic performance and its
contribution to the study and appreciation of rhythmic expression around the globe. Following a
chronology of momentous events dating from prehistory to the present day, the entries in this
volume include material on technical terms, character roles, and specific dances. The entries
also summarize the historical and ethnic milieu of each style and execution, highlighting,
among other elements, such features as: origins purpose rituals and traditions props dress
holidays themes
The Contemporary Banjo Player is a unique new tutor from world-renowned banjo player John
Dowling. It covers not only the basics of Bluegrass banjo, but also teaches you how to expand
and develop your playing and diversify into other musical styles. - Suitable for players of every
level. - Packed with Photos, techniques, exercises and full songs to learn. - Covers all the
basics from rolls to hammer ons, slides, percussive playing, finger picking guitar style, and so
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much more!. - The accompanying CD contains demonstration tracks to aide progression.
Chronicles the life and career of the creator of the unique sound of American bluegrass music
and documents his seminal influence on American popular music in the twentieth century
A comprehensive reference source on the history, impact, and current state of country music,
offering portraits of figures in the country music world.
General Reference
A collection of over 200 great Bluegrass, Old Time, Country and Gospel standards. Melodies
are presented with standard notation and tablature along with lyrics and chords.Learn to play
songs written and recorded by the giants of traditional American music: Bill Monroe, the
Stanley Brothers, Flatt & Scruggs, Ralph Stanley, the Osborne Brothers, Jimmy Martin, Doc
Watson and many more. Also included: Step-by-Step instruction on how to transpose and song
to any key!The two CDs include recordings of EVERY song in the book.
Teach yourself authentic bluegrass banjo with this book and CD pack. The book contains clear
instructions on the basics: right- and left-hand techniques, solos, backup, personal advice on
performance, and much more, as well as a complete selection of the best bluegrass songs to
learn from. The CD contains audio versions of the examples contained in the book and backing
tracks for several songs. Written by Tony Trischka, one of the world's most innovative banjo
players, who, throughout his career, has defied limitations while exploring a wide variety of
genres.
Alan Munde has long been a major artist in the 5-string banjo world. Here for the first time, is
the book/cd combination of Alan's unaccompanied playing from his popular Solo Banjo project.
the book contains entire as- played-by versions with many variations of 12 bluegrass standards
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and 3 Munde originals including the popular Peaches and Cream in harmony!
An important anthology of Irish and Celtic solos for the 5-string banjo featuring a
comprehensive, scholarly treatise on the history, techniques, and etiquette of playing the banjo
in the Celtic tradition. Includes segments on tuning, pick preferences, and tablature reading
followed by 101 jigs, slides, polkas, slip jigs, reels, hornpipes, strathspeys, O'Carolan tunes,
plus a special section of North American Celtic tunes. A generous collection of photos of Irish
folk musicians, street scenes, and archaeological sites further enhances this fabulous book. All
of the solos included here are written in 5-string banjo tablature only with a few tunes set in
unusual banjo tunings. the appendices provide a sizable glossary and a wealth of information
regarding soloists and groups playing Celtic music, Irish festivals, music publications, on-line
computer resources, cultural organizations, and more. If you are serious about playing Celtic
music on the 5-string banjo, or if you don't play the banjo but simply want to expand your
knowledge of the Celtic music tradition-you owe yourself this book. the first-ever CD collection
of Irish and Celtic music for 5-string banjo provides 68 lovely melodies and demonstrates
revolutionary techniques for playing highly ornamented tunes and rolling back-up. Recorded in
stereo with virtuosos Gabriel Donohue (steel- and nylon-string guitar and piano) and Robbie
Walsh (bodhran- frame drum played with a stick), the five-string banjo is out front and plays
through each melody in real-life tempo with authentic Celtic chordal and rhythmic backing. the
recording features the music of all Six Celtic Nations and includes jigs, reels, hornpipes, slides,
polkas, marches, country dances, larides, andros, slipjigs, strathspeys, airs and O'Carolan
tunes. 35 songs in the book are not on the CD.
(Book). The Ultimate Bluegrass Mandolin Construction Manual is the most complete step-byPage 5/17
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step treatise ever written on building an acoustical string instrument. Siminoff, a renowned
author and luthier, applies over four decades of experience to guide beginners to pros through
detailed chapters on wood selection, cutting, carving, shaping, assembly, inlays, fretting,
binding and assembly of an F-style mandolin. A special highlight is an in-depth chapter on the
art of tap tuning. This fully-illustrated manual boasts more than 250 photos, a full-color section
on the staining and finishing processes, numerous detailed illustrations, and a bonus set of 20
full-size blueprints. Spiral bound.
Considering the range of stars that have claimed Bill Monroe as an influence—Elvis Presley,
Bob Dylan, and Jerry Garcia are just a few—it can be said that no single artist has had as broad
an impact on American popular music as he did. For sixty years, Monroe was a star at the
Grand Ole Opry, and when he died in 1996, he was universally hailed as "the Father of
Bluegrass." But the personal life of this taciturn figure remained largely unknown. Delving into
everything from Monroe's professional successes to his bitter rivalries, from his isolated
childhood to his reckless womanizing, veteran bluegrass journalist Richard D. Smith has
created a three-dimensional portrait of this brilliant, complex, and contradictory man. Featuring
over 120 interviews, this scrupulously researched work—a Chicago Tribune Choice Selection,
New York Times Notable Book, and Los Angeles Times Best Book of 2000—stands as the
authoritative biography of a true giant of American music.
"Pete Seeger has led millions of people in joyful singing for over sixty years, and his banjo style
has influenced innumerable players. On this unique DVD he teaches up-picking, frailing,
whamming, double-thumbing, tremolo, 6/8 time, calypso rhythm, hammering-on, pulling-off,
two-and three-finger picking and a variety of wonderful songs"--Container.
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Music lovers, researchers, students, librarians, and teachers can trace the
personal and artistic influences behind music makers from Elton John to
Leontyne Price. Individual entries on over 400 of the world's most renowned and
accomplished living performers, composers, conductors, and band leaders in
musical genres from opera to hip-hop. Also includes an in-depth Index covering
musicians of all eras, so that readers can learn which artists, alive or dead,
influenced the work of today's most important figures in the music industry.
"The first book to take an in-depth look into how the music that was played in
Baltimore came to wield influence across a broad musical
landscape."--Cybergrass Bluegrass Music News With an influx of Appalachian
migrants who came looking for work in the 1940s and 1950s, Baltimore found
itself populated by some extraordinary mountain musicians and was for a brief
time the center of the bluegrass world. Life in Baltimore for these musicians was
not easy. There were missed opportunities, personal demons and always the uphill battle with prejudice against their hillbilly origins. Based upon interviews with
legendary players from the golden age of Baltimore bluegrass, this book provides
the first in-depth coverage of this transplanted-roots music and its broader
influence, detailing the struggles Appalachian musicians faced in a big city that
viewed the music they made as the "poorest example of poor man's music."
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All of the arrangements in this book were especially prepared for the beginning
bluegrass banjo student. Written in G tuning, melody and accompaniment tabs
are shown for 51 banjo favorites! Lyrics are included with the melody tabs.
Includes a CD in split-track format with performance of all the songs in the book.
A pivotal member of the hugely successful bluegrass band Flatt and Scruggs and
the Foggy Mountain Boys, Dobro pioneer Josh Graves (1927-2006) was a living
link between bluegrass music and the blues. In Bluegrass Bluesman, this
influential performer shares the story of his lifelong career in music. In lively
anecdotes, Graves describes his upbringing in East Tennessee and the climate
in which bluegrass music emerged during the 1940s. Deeply influenced by the
blues, he adapted Earl Scruggs's revolutionary banjo style to the Dobro resonator
slide guitar and gave the Foggy Mountain Boys their distinctive sound. Graves'
accounts of daily life on the road through the 1950s and 1960s reveal the band's
dedication to musical excellence, Scruggs' leadership, and an often grueling life
on the road. He also comments on his later career when he played in Lester
Flatt's Nashville Grass and the Earl Scruggs Revue and collaborated with the
likes of Boz Scaggs, Charlie McCoy, Kenny Baker, Eddie Adcock, Jesse
McReynolds, Marty Stuart, Jerry Douglas, Alison Krauss, and his three musical
sons. A colorful storyteller, Graves brings to life the world of an American
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troubadour and the mountain culture that he never left behind. Born in Tellico
Plains, Tennessee, Josh Graves (1927-2006) is universally acknowledged as the
father of the bluegrass Dobro. In 1997 he was inducted into the Bluegrass Hall of
Fame.
With his trademark mandolin style and unequaled tenor harmonies, Curly Seckler
has carved out a seventy-seven-year career in bluegrass and country music. His
foundational work in Flatt and Scruggs's Foggy Mountain Boys secured him a
place in bluegrass history, while his role in The Nashville Grass made him an
essential part of the music's triumphant 1970s revival. Written in close
collaboration with Mr. Seckler and those who know him, Foggy Mountain
Troubadour is the first full-length biography of an American original. Penny
Parsons follows a journey from North Carolina schoolhouses to the Grand Ole
Opry stage and the Bluegrass Hall of Fame, from boarding houses to radio
studios and traveling five to a car on two-lane roads to make the next show.
Throughout, she captures the warm humor, hard choices, and vivid details of a
brilliant artist's life as he crisscrosses a nation and a century making music.
Recorded in 1949, "Foggy Mountain Breakdown" changed the face of American
music. Earl Scruggs's instrumental essentially transformed the folk culture that
came before it while helping to energize bluegrass's entry into the mainstream in
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the 1960s. The song has become a gateway to bluegrass for musicians and fans
alike as well as a happily inescapable track in film and television.Thomas
Goldsmith explores the origins and influence of "Foggy Mountain Breakdown"
against the backdrop of Scruggs's legendary career. Interviews with Scruggs, his
wife Louise, disciple Bela Fleck, and sidemen like Curly Seckler, Mac Wiseman,
and Jerry Douglas shed light on topics like Scruggs's musical evolution and his
working relationship with Bill Monroe. As Goldsmith shows, the captivating sound
of "Foggy Mountain Breakdown" helped bring back the banjo from obscurity and
distinguished the low-key Scruggs as a principal figure in American acoustic
music.Passionate and long overdue, Earl Scruggs and Foggy Mountain
Breakdown takes readers on an ear-opening journey into two minutes and fortythree seconds of heaven.
The twentieth anniversary paperback edition, updated with a new preface Winner
of the International Bluegrass Music Association Distinguished Achievement
Award and of the Country Music People Critics' Choice Award for Favorite
Country Book of the Year Beginning with the musical cultures of the American
South in the 1920s and 1930s, Bluegrass: A History traces the genre through its
pivotal developments during the era of Bill Monroe and his Blue Grass Boys in
the forties. It describes early bluegrass's role in postwar country music, its trials
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following the appearance of rock and roll, its embracing by the folk music revival,
and the invention of bluegrass festivals in the mid_sixties. Neil V. Rosenberg
details the transformation of this genre into a self-sustaining musical industry in
the seventies and eighties is detailed and, in a supplementary preface written
especially for this new edition, he surveys developments in the bluegrass world
during the last twenty years. Featuring an amazingly extensive bibliography,
discography, notes, and index, this book is one of the most complete and
thoroughly researched books on bluegrass ever written.
Earl Scruggs and the 5-String BanjoRevised and Enhanced EditionHal Leonard
The first book devoted entirely to women in bluegrass, Pretty Good for a Girl
documents the lives of more than seventy women whose vibrant contributions to
the development of bluegrass have been, for the most part, overlooked.
Accessibly written and organized by decade, the book begins with Sally Ann
Forrester, who played accordion and sang with Bill Monroe's Blue Grass Boys
from 1943 to 1946, and continues into the present with artists such as Alison
Krauss, Rhonda Vincent, and the Dixie Chicks. Drawing from extensive
interviews, well-known banjoist Murphy Hicks Henry gives voice to women
performers and innovators throughout bluegrass's history, including such
pioneers as Bessie Lee Mauldin, Wilma Lee Cooper, and Roni and Donna
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Stoneman; family bands including the Lewises, Whites, and McLains; and later
pathbreaking performers such as the Buffalo Gals and other all-girl bands, Laurie
Lewis, Lynn Morris, Missy Raines, and many others.
This is a unique collection of drills for all three popular three-finger banjo styles:
Scruggs, Single String and Melodic. There are over two hundred sixty exercises
ranging from beginner to advanced levels. The physical exercises include finger
strengthening, increasing position changing speed, agility and hand-eye
coordination. There are detailed aspects of technique not addressed in any
otherbook such as pick depth control, controlling the pick angle for the best tone,
stabilizing the right hand and improving economy of motion in both hands.
Musical exercises include roll exercises, roll combinations, modern (postScruggs) rolls, scales and scale patterns in both single-string and melodic styles,
chord scales, fretboard positions for the G scale over the entire fretboard and
triad and seventh chord formations. Location of root, seventh and minor tonal
centers are shown inchord formations and in the fretboard patterns. Melodic
quasi-chord formations are revealed which have never been codified in any other
book. Mental tips which enhance focus and dozens of theory tidbits are featured
(Banjo). The best-selling banjo method in the world! Earl Scruggs's legendary
method has helped thousands of banjo players get their start. The "Revised and
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Enhanced Edition" features more songs, updated lessons, and many other
improvements. It includes everything you need to know to start playing banjo,
including: a history of the 5-string banjo, getting acquainted with the banjo,
Scruggs tuners, how to read music, chords, how to read tablature, right-hand
rolls and left-hand techniques, banjo tunings, exercises in picking, over 40 songs,
how to build a banjo, autobiographical notes, and much more! Includes audio of
Earl Scruggs playing and explaining over 60 examples!
In the twentieth century, Appalachian migrants seeking economic opportunities
relocated to southwestern Ohio, bringing their music with them. Between 1947
and 1989, they created an internationally renowned capital for the thriving
bluegrass music genre, centered on the industrial region of Cincinnati, Dayton,
Hamilton, Middletown, and Springfield. Fred Bartenstein and Curtis W. Ellison
edit a collection of eyewitness narratives and in-depth analyses that explore
southwestern Ohio’s bluegrass musicians, radio broadcasters, recording studios,
record labels, and performance venues, along with the music’s contributions to
religious activities, community development, and public education. As the
bluegrass scene grew, southwestern Ohio's distinctive sounds reached new fans
and influenced those everywhere who continue to play, produce, and love roots
music. Revelatory and multifaceted, Industrial Strength Bluegrass shares the
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inspiring story of a bluegrass hotbed and the people who created it. Contributors:
Fred Bartenstein, Curtis W. Ellison, Jon Hartley Fox, Rick Good, Lily Isaacs, Ben
Krakauer, Mac McDivitt, Nathan McGee, Daniel Mullins, Joe Mullins, Larry
Nager, Phillip J. Obermiller, Bobby Osborne, and Neil V. Rosenberg.
In the Carolinas, bluegrass is more than music—it’s a way of life. The origins of
the genre date back to the earliest frontier settlements, and banjo music
appeared at dances in Greenville, South Carolina, as early as 1780. The genre
was essential to socialization in the textile mills of both states. Old-time music of
the Blue Ridge Mountains heavily influenced the sound. Bill Monroe, considered
by many to be the father of bluegrass, began his recording career in Charlotte in
1936. Many of the most popular bands, such as the Hired Hands and
Briarhoppers, regularly performed live on local television stations in Columbia,
Spartanburg and Charlotte. Today, bluegrass festivals fill local calendars across
the region. Author Gail Wilson-Giarratano uses interviews and the historic record
to tell this unique and compelling story.
Leads the banjo player step-by-step through working out songs for the five-string
banjo from basic melodies in both Scruggs/bluegrass style and
melodic/chromatic style. Each section contains exercises and examples for
improvising. Furthermore, this book teaches how to arrange music based on
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concepts of combining rolls and licks. Janet Davis' books are praised because
they teach so well! This is one of her finest. In tablature. Includes a CD.
As Earl Scruggs picked his banjo with machine gun precision at his 1945 debut at
the Ryman Auditorium, he set in motion a successful career and enduring legacy
that would eclipse anything the humble farm boy from North Carolina could have
imagined. Scruggs’s revolutionary three-finger roll patterns electrified audiences
and transformed the banjo into a mainstream solo instrument pursued by
innumerable musicians. In Earl Scruggs: Banjo Icon, Gordon Castelnero and
David L. Russell chronicle the life and legacy of the man who single-handedly
reinvigorated the five-string banjo and left an indelible mark on bluegrass and folk
music. After his tenure with the father of bluegrass music, Bill Monroe, Scruggs
formed (with Lester Flatt) the Foggy Mountain Boys, also known as Flatt and
Scruggs; the Earl Scruggs Revue with his sons; and finally his Family & Friends
band. Scruggs released more than forty albums and reached millions of fans
through performances on The Beverly Hillbillies and his music’s inclusion in the
1967 movie Bonnie and Clyde. Over his long career, Scruggs received numerous
accolades and collaborated with stars such as Billy Joel, Elton John, Sting,
Johnny Cash, Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Vince Gill, Travis Tritt, the Byrds, and
Steve Martin. Through interwoven interviews with the Scruggs family and more
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than sixty notable musicians and entertainers, Castelnero and Russell reveal
that, despite the fame Scruggs achieved, he never lost his humility and integrity.
This biography testifies to Scruggs’s enduring influence and sheds light on the
history of bluegrass for musicians, students, and anyone entranced by Scruggs’s
unmistakable sound.
(Banjo). A great collection of banjo classics that comes with audio examples of
the licks. Songs include: Alabama Jubilee * Bye Bye Love * Duelin' Banjos * The
Entertainer * Foggy Mountain Breakdown * Great Balls of Fire * Lady of Spain *
Rawhide * (Ghost) Riders in the Sky (A Cowboy Legend) * Rocky Top * San
Antonio Rose * Tennessee Waltz * UFO-TOFU * You Are My Sunshine * and
more.
The tribute to a musician whose career spans hillbilly, bluegrass, and sacred music
The melodic style is a beautiful three finger picking style which can be traced to the
early 1900's and became a fully accepted style for playing the five-string banjo in the
1960's, and is today an integral part of the three-finger style of many banjo players at all
playing levels. Plus, the songs arranged in this style are easy and fun to learn. Although
the melodic style may sound impossible with all of those notes coming from it,
surprisingly you will find that it is not that difficult to learn and no previous musical
knowledge is needed. This course covers the melodic style from the very basics of this
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picking style to the advanced techniques and provides many fun to play and well-known
songs arranged in the three-finger melodic style for upper level beginning players
through advanced level players.
The Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings, Volumes 1 and 2 covers the full
range of popular music recordings with virtually unprecedented breadth and depth. In
this 2-volume encyclopedia, Sullivan explores approximately 1,000 song recordings
from 1889 to the present, telling the stories behind the songs, recordings, performers,
and songwriters. From the Victorian parlor ballad and ragtime hit at the end of the 19th
century to today’s rock classics, the Encyclopedia progresses through a parade
popular music styles, from jazz to blues to country Western, as well as the important
but too often neglected genres of ethnic and world music, gospel, and traditional folk.
This book is the ideal research tool for lovers of popular music in all its glorious variety.
Offers a fresh, inclusive, at times provocative way of listening to country music--one
that champions innovation and tradition even as it challenges many of the genre's
prevailing assumptions.
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