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City Economics
This volume embodies a problem-driven and theoretically informed approach to
bridging frontier research in urban economics and urban/regional planning. The
authors focus on the interface between these two subdisciplines that have
historically had an uneasy relationship. Although economists were among the
early contributors to the literature on urban planning, many economists have
been dismissive of a discipline whose leading scholars frequently favor
regulations over market institutions, equity over efficiency, and normative
prescriptions over positive analysis. Planners, meanwhile, even as they draw
upon economic principles, often view the work of economists as abstract, not
sensitive to institutional contexts, and communicated in a formal language
spoken by few with decision making authority. Not surprisingly, papers in the
leading economic journals rarely cite clearly pertinent papers in planning journals,
and vice versa. Despite the historical divergence in perspectives and methods,
urban economics and urban planning share an intense interest in many topic
areas: the nature of cities, the prosperity of urban economies, the efficient
provision of urban services, efficient systems of transportation, and the proper
allocation of land between urban and environmental uses. In bridging this gap,
the book highlights the best scholarship in planning and economics that address
the most pressing urban problems of our day and stimulates further dialog
between scholars in urban planning and urban economics.
This Second Edition arms real estate professionals with a comprehensive
approach to the economic factors that both define and affect modern urban
areas. The text considers the economics of cities as a whole, instead of
separating them. Emphasis is placed on economic theory and empirical studies
that are based in economic theory. The book also explores the policy lessons
that can be drawn from the use of economics to understand urban areas. Real
estate professionals will find new coverage of urban areas around the world to
provide a global perspective.
“A timely and smart discussion of how different cities and regions have made a
changing economy work for them – and how policymakers can learn from that to
lift the circumstances of working Americans everywhere.”—Barack Obama We’re
used to thinking of the United States in opposing terms: red versus blue, haves
versus have-nots. But today there are three Americas. At one extreme are the
brain hubs—cities like San Francisco, Boston, and Durham—with workers who are
among the most productive, creative, and best paid on the planet. At the other
extreme are former manufacturing capitals, which are rapidly losing jobs and
residents. The rest of America could go either way. For the past thirty years, the
three Americas have been growing apart at an accelerating rate. This divergence
is one the most important developments in the history of the United States and is
reshaping the very fabric of our society, affecting all aspects of our lives, from
health and education to family stability and political engagement. But the winners
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and losers aren’t necessarily who you’d expect. Enrico Moretti’s
groundbreaking research shows that you don’t have to be a scientist or an
engineer to thrive in one of the brain hubs. Carpenters, taxi-drivers, teachers,
nurses, and other local service jobs are created at a ratio of five-to-one in the
brain hubs, raising salaries and standard of living for all. Dealing with this
split—supporting growth in the hubs while arresting the decline elsewhere—is the
challenge of the century, and The New Geography of Jobs lights the way.
This book examines the relationship between the property market and urban
economy. The stimulus for this work was provided by the seemingly everaccelerating process of urban economic change and the noticeable failure of
existing studies to adequately explore the pivotal role that the property market
plays in this process. Drawing on institutional economics, the central argument of
the book is that the property market as an institution is a mediator through which
urban economic potential can be realised and served. In developing this
argument, the book provides a critical realist ontological framework that
advances understanding of the institutional structure of the economy and the
complex interrelation between the institutional environment and human agency,
as well as a holistic theoretical framework of urban economic change, where
appropriate emphasis is placed on the specific mechanisms, processes and
dynamics through which the built environment is provided. Arvanitidis also
explores an institutional conceptualisation of property market efficiency, defined
in terms of the ability of the market institution to adapt its structure and to provide
outcomes that the economy requires. To inform empirical research on the
developed concepts, the book also offers a generic analytical approach
specifying appropriate research methods and techniques for investigation along
with a specific research design providing an operational framework that
translates developed theory into empirical practice. The book’s primary
contribution therefore lies in its delineation of a holistic research programme to
conceptualise the property market as an institution and to explore its role within
the urban economy.
Emerging forms of alternative economic frameworks are changing the structure
of society, redefining the relationship between centre and periphery, and the
social dynamics in the urban fabric. In this context, the arts can play a crucial role
in formulating a concept of complex and plural citizenship: This economic, social
and cultural paradigm has the potential to overcome the conventional isolation of
the arts and culture in ivory towers, and thereby to gradually make the urban
fabric more fertile. This volume faces such sensitive issues by collating
contributions from various disciplines: Economists, sociologists, urbanists,
architects and creative artists offer a broad and deep assessment of urban
dynamics and their visions for the years to come.
A pioneering urban economist presents a myth-shattering look at the majesty and
greatness of cities America is an urban nation, yet cities get a bad rap: they're
dirty, poor, unhealthy, environmentally unfriendly . . . or are they? In this
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revelatory book, Edward Glaeser, a leading urban economist, declares that cities
are actually the healthiest, greenest, and richest (in both cultural and economic
terms) places to live. He travels through history and around the globe to reveal
the hidden workings of cities and how they bring out the best in humankind.
Using intrepid reportage, keen analysis, and cogent argument, Glaeser makes an
urgent, eloquent case for the city's importance and splendor, offering inspiring
proof that the city is humanity's greatest creation and our best hope for the future.
"A masterpiece."—Steven D. Levitt, coauthor of Freakonomics "Bursting with
insights."—The New York Times Book Review
Social Economics and the Solidarity City explores the impact and potential of the
social economy as a site of urban struggle, political mobilization and community
organization. The search for alternatives to the neoliberal logic governing
contemporary cities has often focused on broad and ill-defined political, social
and environmental movements. These alternatives sometimes fail to connect with
the lived realities of the city or to change the lives of those exploited in neoliberal
restructuring. This book seeks to understand the capacity of the social economy
to revitalize urban ethics, local practices and tangible political alterity. Providing a
critical account of the social economy and its place in urban and state
restructuring, this book draws on a range of international cases to argue that the
social economy can be made a transformative space. Evaluating community
enterprises, social finance, and solidarity economics, author Brendan Murtagh
maps the possibilities, contradictions and tactics of moving the rhetoric of the just
city into local and global action.
Over the past thirty years, urban economic theory has been one of the most
active areas of urban and regional economic research. Just as static general
equilibrium theory is at the core of modern microeconomics, so is the topic of this
book - the static allocation of resources within a city and between cities - at the
core of urban economic theory. An Essay on Urban Economic Theory well
reflects the state of the field. Part I provides an elegant, coherent, and rigorous
presentation of several variants of the monocentric (city) model - as the
centerpiece of urban economic theory - treating equilibrium, optimum, and
comparative statistics. Part II explores less familiar and even some uncharted
territory. The monocentric model looks at a single city in isolation, taking as given
a central business district surrounded by residences. Part II, in contrast, makes
the intra-urban location of residential and non-residential activity the outcome of
the fundamental tradeoff between the propensity to interact and the aversion to
crowding; the resulting pattern of agglomeration may be polycentric. Part II also
develops models of an urbanized economy with trade between specialized cities
and examines how the market-determined size distribution of cities differs from
the optimum. This book launches a new series, Advances in Urban and Regional
Economics. The series aims to provide an outlet for longer scholarly works
dealing with topics in urban and regional economics.
A rigorous but nontechnical treatment of major topics in urban economics. Lectures on
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Urban Economics offers a rigorous but nontechnical treatment of major topics in urban
economics. To make the book accessible to a broad range of readers, the analysis is
diagrammatic rather than mathematical. Although nontechnical, the book relies on
rigorous economic reasoning. In contrast to the cursory theoretical development often
found in other textbooks, Lectures on Urban Economics offers thorough and exhaustive
treatments of models relevant to each topic, with the goal of revealing the logic of
economic reasoning while also teaching urban economics. Topics covered include
reasons for the existence of cities, urban spatial structure, urban sprawl and land-use
controls, freeway congestion, housing demand and tenure choice, housing policies,
local public goods and services, pollution, crime, and quality of life. Footnotes
throughout the book point to relevant exercises, which appear at the back of the book.
These 22 extended exercises (containing 125 individual parts) develop numerical
examples based on the models analyzed in the chapters. Lectures on Urban
Economics is suitable for undergraduate use, as background reading for graduate
students, or as a professional reference for economists and scholars interested in the
urban economics perspective.
This introductory textbook on the economics of cities is for students of urban and
regional policy and of undergraduate economics. It deals with standard topics, including
transportation, pollution, housing, and education, but also discusses topics such as
segregation, water supply, sewerage, garbage, homelessness, crime, and economic
development.
A renowned economist and political commentator traces New York's economic
dominance since the 1960s, offering insight into such major controversies as insider
real estate laws and the untaxed underground economy. 40,000 first printing.
City EconomicsHarvard University Press
In a world where half of the population lives in cities and more than 90 percent of urban
growth is occurring in the developing world, cities struggle to modernize without
completely losing their unique character, which is embodied by their historic cores and
cultural heritage assets. As countries develop, cultural heritage can provide a crucial
element of continuity and stability: the past can become a foundation for the future. This
book collects innovative research papers authored by leading scholars and practitioners
in heritage economics, and presents the most current knowledge on how heritage
assets can serve as drivers of local economic development. What this book tries to
suggest is a workable approach to explicitly take into account the cultural dimensions of
urban regeneration in agglomerations that have a history and possess a unique
character, going beyond an approach based solely on major cultural heritage assets or
landmarks. The knowledge disseminated through this book will help stakeholders
involved in preparation, implementation, and supervision of development investments to
better assess the values of cultural heritage assets and incorporate them in urban
development policies.
Urban Economy: Real Estate Economics and Public Policy analyses urban economic
change and public policy in a more practical way than a typical urban economics book.
The book has a distinctive framework that considers the underlying reasons, and the
consequences of urban change for real estate investors and policy makers. Part 1
covers the basics of urban economics and real estate markets, including housing and
commercial. Part 2 looks at the reformulation of urban systems and the reasons why. It
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then considers the consequences for real estate markets and investment of
decentralisation forces and emerging technology. The issues that arise for urban public
policy are then discussed, notably transport policies, public finance and sustainability,
before a chapter examining housing neighbourhood and housing market dynamics and
a shift from spatial change to regeneration. Part 3 reverses the dominant perspective of
Part 2 to assess the effectiveness of how property led policies can positively influence a
local economy and urban regeneration. The chapters consider several important policy
questions and constraints and draw on a number of case studies that illustrate the
benefits and drawbacks. The book includes chapter objectives, self-assessment
questions, chapter summaries, learning outcomes, case studies, global data and
statistics and is a new textbook for core courses in urban economics and real estate
economics on global Real Estate, Planning and related degree courses.
One of the worldÕs leading urban and environmental economists tells us what our lives
will be like when climate change arrives
øThis groundbreaking book will prove to be an invaluable resource and a rewarding
read for academics, practitioners and policymakers interested in the economics of
urban policy, urban planning and development, as well as international studies and
innov
This collection seeks to expand the limits of current debates about urban commoning
practices that imply a radical will to establish collaborative and solidarity networks
based on anti-capitalist principles of economics, ecology and ethics. The chapters in
this volume draw on case studies in a diversity of urban contexts, ranging from Detroit,
USA to Kyrenia, Cyprus – on urban gardening and land stewardship, collaborative
housing experiments, alternative food networks, claims to urban leisure space,
migrants’ appropriation of urban space and workers’ cooperatives/collectives. The
analysis pursued by the eleven chapters opens new fields of research in front of us: the
entanglements of racial capitalism with enclosures and of black geographies with the
commons, the critical history of settler colonialism and indigenous commons, law as a
force of enclosure and as a strategy of commoning, housing commons from the urban
scale perspective, solidarity economies as labour commons, territoriality in the urban
commons, the non-territoriality of mobile commons, the new materialist and posthumanist critique of the commons debate and feminist ethics of care.
How should India urbanize the cities and tackle the issues of their planning and
economics? A key factor behind the poor urban planning in developing countries such
as India is the lack of understanding of land, transport and urban economics. Due to
this, urban planning models are majorly unsuccessful in addressing the issues of
affordable housing, transport and other basic amenities for the urban poor numbering
more than a quarter of urban residents. Planning and Economics of Cities: Shaping
India’s Form and Future presents theoretical and empirical research to address the
shortcomings in India’s present models and suggests reforms in the current
approaches. It incorporates the economics of cities into the urban planning to address
the issues in India’s transition to a developed country. It also illustrates best practices
from India and other countries to guide reforms in urban planning and development in
this country.
The book seeks to find the golden rule for city development. Cities are complex
adaptive systems. Cities are centres of tolerance, where people from all cultures and
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persuasions can celebrate instead of fighting over their differences. People flock to
cities to realize their dreams for a better life. Yet many become trapped in poverty,
crime, despair, and prejudice from which there appears to be no escape.
City Life-Cycles and American Urban Policy is an interdisciplinary study of differential
urban development in the United States since 1945 that aims to place urban policy
choices in historical perspective. The book discusses the issues and establishes a
framework within which relevant quantitative measurements can be interpreted. The
text also describes systematic empirical tests, which typically take the form of
regression equations, and traces city population changes into two proximate causes:
annexation and urban growth. The reasons for annexation contrasts among the
nation’s largest cities; the second-city growth determinant; and the institutional
explanation for fiscal differential among large cities are also considered. The book
further tackles the issue of federal fiscal assistance to declining cities. Economists will
find the book invaluable.
One of our great urbanists and one of our great public health experts join forces to
reckon with how cities are changing in the face of existential threats the pandemic has
only accelerated Cities can make us sick. They always have—diseases spread more
easily when more people are close to one another. And disease is hardly the only ill
that accompanies urban density. Cities have been demonized as breeding grounds for
vice and crime from Sodom and Gomorrah on. But cities have flourished nonetheless
because they are humanity’s greatest invention, indispensable engines for creativity,
innovation, wealth, and connection, the loom on which the fabric of civilization is woven.
But cities now stand at a crossroads. During the global COVID crisis, cities grew silent
as people worked from home—if they could work at all. The normal forms of socializing
ground to a halt. How permanent are these changes? Advances in digital technology
mean that many people can opt out of city life as never before. Will they? Are we on the
brink of a post-urban world? City life will survive but individual cities face terrible risks,
argue Edward Glaeser and David Cutler, and a wave of urban failure would be
absolutely disastrous. In terms of intimacy and inspiration, nothing can replace what
cities offer. Great cities have always demanded great management, and our current
crisis has exposed fearful gaps in our capacity for good governance. It is possible to
drive a city into the ground, pandemic or not. Glaeser and Cutler examine the evolution
that is already happening, and describe the possible futures that lie before us: What will
distinguish the cities that will flourish from the ones that won’t? In America, they argue,
deep inequities in health care and education are a particular blight on the future of our
cities; solving them will be the difference between our collective good health and a
downward spiral to a much darker place.
This is a book about the reality of place in America, the events and influences that led
to the America we recognize today. It is a book about the growth of American cities and
their suburbs during the twentieth century, about institutions and metropolitan
governance, about real estate development and finance, about housing and the lack of
it, about the emergence and perhaps the eventual debilitation of cities and suburbs
alike. Incorporating the thinking of visionary city planners and land use economists, the
author presents a lucid primer on the economics of land, its development and usage,
and on how things actually get done in the real estate industry.
Urban and regional economics - in contrast to the rest of economics - places great
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emphasis on distance and location and the importance of spatial relationships.
Using a series of simple models and economic theory, Glaeser illustrates the primary
features of urban economics including the concepts of spatial equilibrium and
agglomeration economies.

Urban and Regional Planning Series, Volume 3: The Economics of Urban Areas
focuses on the importance of economic considerations in the functioning of urban
systems. The publication first elaborates on the economic dimension of
urbanization, nature of economic analysis, urban policy and planning
implications, and use of economic models. The text then examines the economic
basis of urban areas, urban real property market, and urban land-use patterns.
Discussions focus on differences in land-use patterns between urban areas,
generalized pattern of urban land use, determination of real property prices,
nature of urban land and property values, and the nature and function of the
urban real property market. The book takes a look at urban location decisions,
urban growth, and level of urban economic activity. Topics include urban growth
versus fluctuations in urban economic activity, planning and redevelopment,
economics of redevelopment, factor influencing expansion patterns and choice of
residential location, and determination of urban land-use patterns. The
manuscript also examines the size and spacing of urban areas and urban
economic growth. The publication is a valuable source of data for researchers
interested in the economics of urban areas.
An innovative advanced-undergraduate and graduate-level textbook in urban
economics With more than half of today’s global GDP being produced by
approximately four hundred metropolitan centers, learning about the economics
of cities is vital to understanding economic prosperity. This textbook introduces
graduate and upper-division undergraduate students to the field of urban
economics and fiscal policy, relying on a modern approach that integrates
theoretical and empirical analysis. Based on material that Holger Sieg has taught
at the University of Pennsylvania, Urban Economics and Fiscal Policy brings the
most recent insights from the field into the classroom. Divided into short chapters,
the book explores fiscal policies that directly shape economic issues in cities,
such as city taxes, the provision of quality education, access to affordable
housing, and protection from crime and natural hazards. For each issue, Sieg
offers questions, facts, and background; illuminates how economic theory helps
students engage with topics; and presents empirical data that shows how
economic ideas play out in daily life. Throughout, the book pushes readers to
think critically and immediately put what they are learning to use by applying
cutting-edge theory to data. A much-needed resource for students and
policymakers, Urban Economics and Fiscal Policy offers a unique approach to a
vital and fast-growing area of economic study. Introduces advancedundergraduate and graduate students to urban economics Presents the latest
theoretical and empirical research Applies economic tools to real-world issues,
including housing, labor, education, crime, and the environment Explains and
Page 7/10

Where To Download City Economics
uses simple economic models and quantitative analysis
This book was first published in 1977.
This textbook offers a rigorous, calculus based presentation of the complexities
of urban economics, which is suitable for students who are new to the subject. It
focuses on structural details and explains the elements that make cities such
highly productive entities, and also explores explores the mechanisms of labour
productivity enhancement that are unique to cities. Written with a focus on
location theory, key topics include: How cities are arranged; Housing prices;
Urban transportation; Why some cities grow rapidly whilst others decline; How
wages adjust to local costs of living; How suburbs function in relationship to the
urban core; Public finance. This book will be essential reading for Urban
Economics courses at both undergraduate and postgraduate level.
This integrated collection of essays exploring the economic theory of cities
assembles work by a number of the world's leading exponents.
Introduction to Urban Economics offers a complete and self-contained coverage
of urban economics. This book analyzes the economic rationale and growth and
development of cities, theory and empirical analysis of urban markets, and
problems and policies of urban economies. This text is divided into inter- and
intra-urban analysis. Discussions on inter-urban analysis comprise Chapters 1 to
3 that include an introduction to urban economics, economic history of urban
areas, and economics of urban growth. The rest of the chapters that cover intraurban analysis describe the theories of urban markets, empirical tests of the
theories, and implications of the empirical findings for policy decisions. This
publication is valuable to students with a background in economic principles.
The Economics of Urban Amenities discusses amenities through a conceptual,
methodological, and empirical basis. The text also defines amenities in a wide
variety of human well-being. This collection of papers starts with a review of the
concept of amenity. This book contains papers that discuss the economic roles of
urban amenities and the resident’s site choice. This text also discusses the
methods of amenity market analysis including assumptions of hedonic prices and
residential location, the exogeneity issues, applications of the limited Box-Cox
search, and the Hausman test. Several papers describe urban amenity markets
considering options such as building heights, viewing, expressway noise,
recreational centers, and neighborhood composition. This book also analyzes the
market for regional amenities and covers subjects such as urban structure, wage
rates, and migration. One paper shows that theoretically, differences in income
and employment affect the control of amenities as these amenities in turn reflect
“real utility differentials. This book is suitable for urban and city planners,
sociologists, economies, researchers and academicians involved in
demographics, and environmentalists.
The new Handbook of Regional and Urban Economics: Cities and Geography
reviews, synthesizes and extends the key developments in urban and regional
economics and their strong connection to other recent developments in modern
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economics. Of particular interest is the development of the new economic
geography and its incorporation along with innovations in industrial organization,
endogenous growth, network theory and applied econometrics into urban and
regional economics. The chapters cover theoretical developments concerning the
forces of agglomeration, the nature of neighborhoods and human capital
externalities, the foundations of systems of cities, the development of local
political institutions, regional agglomerations and regional growth. Such massive
progress in understanding the theory behind urban and regional phenomenon is
consistent with on-going progress in the field since the late 1960’s. What is
unprecedented are the developments on the empirical side: the development of a
wide body of knowledge concerning the nature of urban externalities, city size
distributions, urban sprawl, urban and regional trade, and regional convergence,
as well as a body of knowledge on specific regions of the world—Europe, Asia and
North America, both current and historical. The Handbook is a key reference
piece for anyone wishing to understand the developments in the field.
A Companion to Urban Economics provides a state-of-the-artoverview of this field,
communicating its intellectual richnessthrough a diverse portfolio of authors and topics. Unique
in both its rigor and international treatment An ideal supplementary textbook in upper-level
undergraduateurban economics courses, or in master's level and professionalcourses,
providing students with the necessary foundation to tacklemore advanced topics in urban
economics Contains contributions from the world’s leading urbaneconomists
This up-to-date, highly-accessible book presents a unique combination of both economic
theory and real estate applications, providing readers with the tools and techniques needed to
understand the operation of urban real estate markets. It examines residential and nonresidential real estate markets—from the perspectives of both macro- and micro-economics—as
well as the role of government in real estate markets.
Why do some cities grow economically while others decline? Why do some show sustained
economic performance while others cycle up and down? In Keys to the City, Michael Storper,
one of the world's leading economic geographers, looks at why we should consider economic
development issues within a regional context--at the level of the city-region--and why city
economies develop unequally. Storper identifies four contexts that shape urban economic
development: economic, institutional, innovational and interactional, and political. The book
explores how these contexts operate and how they interact, leading to developmental success
in some regions and failure in others. Demonstrating that the global economy is increasingly
driven by its major cities, the keys to the city are the keys to global development. In his
conclusion, Storper specifies eight rules of economic development targeted at policymakers.
Keys to the City explains why economists, sociologists, and political scientists should take
geography seriously.
The importance of the built environment to environmental protection is well established, with
strict environmental regulations now a feature of the working lives of planners, contractors,
building designers, and quantity surveyors alike. Those new to, or preparing to join this
industry must have an understanding of how their environmental responsibilities relate to their
professional responsibilities in economic terms. Designed as an introductory textbook, Urban
and Environmental Economics: An Introduction provides the background information from
these disciplines to understand crucial tools and economic techniques. A broad range of
theories of the natural and built environments and economics are explained, helping the reader
develop a real understanding of the topics that influence this subject, such as: the history of
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economic thought on the built environment the economics of shared space in the built
environment cost-benefit analysis and discounting macro-economic tools, measures, and
policy sustainable development resource valuation. Illustrated throughout, and with lists of
further reading in every chapter, this book is ideal for students at all levels who need to get to
grips with the economics of the environment within a built environment context. Particularly
useful to those studying planning, land economy, environmental management, or housing
development.
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