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Understanding and Evaluating ResearchA Critical GuideSAGE Publications
THIS TITLE HAS BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT THE 2016 MLA UPDATE. The best-selling
book on academic writing in use at more than 1,500 schools. "
Annotation In the US, murderers, particularly those sentenced to death, are usually considered
as entirely different from the rest of us. Sociologist Susan F. Sharp challenges perspective by
reminding us that those facing a death sentence, in addition to being murderers, are brothers
or sisters, mothers or fathers, daughters or sons.
Linda Nilson puts forward an innovative but practical and tested approach to grading--the
specifications grading paradigm--which restructures assessments to streamline the grading
process and greatly reduce grading time, empower students to choose the level of attainment
they want to achieve, reduce antagonism between the evaluator and the evaluated, and
increase student receptivity to meaningful feedback, thus facilitating the learning process - all
while upholding rigor. In addition, specs grading increases students' motivation to do well by
making expectations clear, lowering their stress and giving them agency in determining their
course goals. Among the unique characteristics of the schema, all of which simplify faculty
decision making, are the elimination of partial credit, the reliance on a one-level grading rubric
and the "bundling" of assignments and tests around learning outcomes. Successfully
completing more challenging bundles (or modules) earns a student a higher course grade.
Specs grading works equally well in small and large class settings and encourages "authentic
assessment." Used consistently over time, it can restore credibility to grades by demonstrating
and making transparent to all stakeholders the learning outcomes that students achieve.
This is the eBook of the printed book and may not include any media, website access codes,
or print supplements that may come packaged with the bound book. ALERT: Before you
purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to ensure that you select
the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products exist for each
title, including customized versions for individual schools, and registrations are not
transferable. In addition, you may need a CourseID, provided by your instructor, to register for
and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's
MyLab & Mastering products may not be included when purchasing or renting from companies
other than Pearson; check with the seller before completing your purchase. Used or rental
books If you rent or purchase a used book with an access code, the access code may have
been redeemed previously and you may have to purchase a new access code. Access codes
Access codes that are purchased from sellers other than Pearson carry a higher risk of being
either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with the seller prior to purchase.
-Understanding and Evaluating Research: A Critical Guide aims to sensitize students to the
necessity of learning how not to defer to the mysterious authority of the experts, but rather to
learn how to be a critical consumer of others' research, and to gain confidence in their ability to
be producers of research. Sue McGregor shows students how to be research literate, and how
to find, critique and apply other people's scholarship. This textbook is grounded in a solid
understanding of the prevailing research methodologies for creating new knowledge
(philosophical underpinnings), which in turn dictate problem posing, theory selection, and
research methods (tasks for sampling, collecting and analyzing data, and reporting results).
"Terrifying... Eloquent... A heart-rending drama of human yearning." --New York Times In April
1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the
wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his
car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for
himself. Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. How
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Christopher Johnson McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild.
Immediately after graduating from college in 1991, McCandless had roamed through the West
and Southwest on a vision quest like those made by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In
the Mojave Desert he abandoned his car, stripped it of its license plates, and burned all of his
cash. He would give himself a new name, Alexander Supertramp, and, unencumbered by
money and belongings, he would be free to wallow in the raw, unfiltered experiences that
nature presented. Craving a blank spot on the map, McCandless simply threw the maps away.
Leaving behind his desperate parents and sister, he vanished into the wild. Jon Krakauer
constructs a clarifying prism through which he reassembles the disquieting facts of
McCandless's short life. Admitting an interst that borders on obsession, he searches for the
clues to the dries and desires that propelled McCandless. Digging deeply, he takes an
inherently compelling mystery and unravels the larger riddles it holds: the profound pull of the
American wilderness on our imagination; the allure of high-risk activities to young men of a
certain cast of mind; the complex, charged bond between fathers and sons. When
McCandless's innocent mistakes turn out to be irreversible and fatal, he becomes the stuff of
tabloid headlines and is dismissed for his naiveté, pretensions, and hubris. He is said to have
had a death wish but wanting to die is a very different thing from being compelled to look over
the edge. Krakauer brings McCandless's uncompromising pilgrimage out of the shadows, and
the peril, adversity, and renunciation sought by this enigmatic young man are illuminated with a
rare understanding--and not an ounce of sentimentality. Mesmerizing, heartbreaking, Into the
Wild is a tour de force. The power and luminosity of Jon Krakauer's stoytelling blaze through
every page.
Teaching Foreign Languages: Languages for Special Purposes is a collection of essays which
will appeal to teachers of modern languages no matter the level of instruction. The essays deal
with three main approaches of the teaching of languages for special purposes in Europe, Asia
and Africa: theoretical linguistics (lexis: French vocabulary; and semantics: French copulative
verbs); descriptive linguistics (compared linguistics: English – Romanian, English – Serbian,
French – Romanian, French – Serbian, and German – Macedonian); and applied linguistics
(language acquisition: English in Romania and Spanish in Serbia; language education: Arabic
in Italy, English in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Iran, Malaysia, Russia, Serbia, and the United
Arab Emirates; German in Serbia; lexicography: English, French, Romanian, Ruthenian and
Serbian; stylistics: English, French and Spanish; and translation: English, Italian and
Romanian).

Presents a list of topics for student research projects, with symbols indicating the
level of difficulty and likelihood of finding materials in the library.
Presenting a variety of viewpoints on current issues across disciplines,
PERSPECTIVES ON CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, 8e, equips readers to think,
read, and write critically. Emphasizing writing and research, Part I offers separate
chapters on reading critically, the writing process, writing a summary, the critique,
argumentation, synthesis requiring documentation, and the research paper. Part
II is packed with captivating readings organized by broad-based curricular areas.
Helping students fully engage on a personal level, questions at the end
encourage a reaction to the readings while Responding to Visuals sections
prompt students to analyze images. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.
This book offers a much needed alternative to the more traditional texts used to
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teach writing instruction. Grounded in history, the book clarifies changing
theoretical and practical approaches to teaching writing, critically assessing each
approach in relation to the social and political movements of the day, both within
and beyond the university. The author takes us inside the real world of writing
instruction; not only from the viewpoint of instructor, but as seen through the eyes
of students struggling to make sense of the expectations of writing class. Mitchell
emphasizes that "writing" entails far more than putting words to paper, and
delves into contextually variable culturally defined expectations, that include
multiple linguistic forms - both oral and written - highlighting the complexity of
writing(s), while engaging the reader in lively academic debates about language
and society.
A concise guide to college level writing with detailed instructions on writing,
description, narration, comparison and contrast, argumentative essays, research
papers, essays and various types of analysis. Additional topics include grammar,
punctuation, sentence development, paragraph development, research and MLA
documentation.
Provides information on stylistic aspects of research papers, theses, and
dissertations, including sections on writing fundamentals, MLA documentation
style, and copyright law
Addressed to the Inhabitants of America, on the Following Interesting Subjects,
viz.: I. Of the Origin and Design of Government in General, with Concise
Remarks on the English Constitution. II. Of Monarchy and Hereditary
Succession. III. Thoughts on the Present State of American Affairs. IV. Of the
Present Ability of America, with some Miscellaneous Reflections
For the most part, those who teach writing and administer writing programs do
not conduct research on writing. Perhaps more significantly, they do not often
read the research done by others because effective reading of articles on
empirical research requires special knowledge and abilities. By and large, those
responsible for maintaining and improving writing instruction cannot -- without
further training -- access work that could help them carry out their responsibilities
more effectively. This book is designed as a text in graduate programs that offer
instruction in rhetoric and composition. Its primary educational purposes are: * to
provide models and critical methods designed to improve the reading of scientific
discourse * to provide models of effective research designs and projects
appropriate to those learning to do empirical research in rhetoric. Aiming to
cultivate new attitudes toward empirical research, this volume encourages an
appreciation of the rhetorical tradition that informs the production and critical
reading of empirical studies. The book should also reinforce a slowly growing
realization in English studies that empirical methods are not inherently alien to
the humanities, rather that methods extend the power of humanist researchers
trying to solve the problems of their discipline.
The beloved classic poem by Max Ehrmann. "Be gentle with yourself... You are a
child of the universe no less than the trees and the stars. You have a right to be
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here."
Writing the Modern Research Paper is a practical and contemporary guide to
writing research papers, offering students advice on how to think critically
throughout the research process. Designed as a complete reference, this book
offers a step-by-step guide to research, encouraging students to think carefully
and crtitically about such issues as audience, topic, and thesis, as well as
evaluating, integrating, and citing sources appropriately. The text covers both
informative and argumentative purposes for doing research, including a full
chapter on reasoning and evidence in argumentative research papers. Original
and realistic student examples throughout show various approaches to the
methods of planning and researching. This contemporary book offers full
coverage of computer research technologies, extensive attention to the prewriting
and planning stages of the assignment, and pedagogy designed to encourage
students to work collaboratively. There is also unparalleled coverage of the major
disciplinary documentation forms MLA, APA, CBE, and Chicago. The book also
features examples from modern research sources (Citation Indexes, the Internet)
not covered in other texts.
"This eBook features 501 sample writing prompts that are designed to help you
improve your writing and gain the necessary writing skills needed to ace essay
exams. Build your essay-writing confidence fast with 501 Writing Prompts!" -Provides guidelines and examples for handling research, outlining, spelling,
punctuation, formatting, and documentation.
This is the classic tale of "Frankenstein," first published in 1818 by Mary Shelley.
It tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist who creates a grotesque
creature. The book is written in the form of letters and narratives by multiple
narrators.
Originally published in 1948, at the height of post–World War II optimism and
confidence in collective security, Ideas Have Consequences uses “words hard as
cannonballs” to present an unsparing diagnosis of the ills of the modern age.
Widely read and debated at the time of its first publication,the book is now seen
asone of the foundational texts of the modern conservative movement. In its
pages, Richard M. Weaver argues that the decline of Western civilization resulted
from the rising acceptance of relativism over absolute reality. In spite of
increased knowledge, this retreat from the realist intellectual tradition has
weakened the Western capacity to reason, with catastrophic consequences for
social order and individual rights. But Weaver also offers a realistic remedy.
These difficulties are the product not of necessity, but of intelligent choice. And,
today, as decades ago, the remedy lies in the renewed acceptance of absolute
reality and the recognition that ideas—like actions—have consequences. This
expanded edition of the classic work contains a foreword by New Criterion editor
Roger Kimball that offers insight into the rich intellectual and historical contexts of
Weaver and his work and an afterword by Ted J. Smith III that relates the
remarkable story of the book’s writing and publication.
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From choosing the right topic to proofreading their finished work, RESEARCH
PAPERS, 16e helps students confidently tackle the process of creating a
successful research paper, one step at a time. Featuring straightforward, step-bystep descriptions--each of which is supported by current examples and hands-on
exercises--this edition offers today's students an unparalleled writing resource. In
keeping with the authors' commitment to providing the most user-friendly and upto-date writing manual on the market, students will also find the very latest
information on documentation styles, including the 2009 MLA and 2010 APA
updates, plagiarism, and online research, all contained within a convenient large
format and easy-to-use spiral binding. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available
in the ebook version.
More people write for The Associated Press than for any newspaper in the world,
and writers-nearly two million of them-have bought more copies of The AP
Stylebook than of any other journalism reference. It provides facts and references
for reporters, and defines usage, spelling, and grammar for editors. There are
separate sections for journalists specializing in sports and business, and
complete guidelines for how to write photo captions, file copy over the wire,
proofread text, handle copyrights, and avoid libel. This edition of The AP
Stylebook keeps pace with world events, common usage, and AP procedures.
A classic and highly acclaimed biography of civil rights activist Malcolm X, ever
more relevant for today's readers.
At its best, educational television can provide children with enormous
opportunities and can serve as a window to new experiences, enrich academic
knowledge, enhance attitudes and motivation, and nurture social skills. This
volume documents the impact of educational television in a variety of subject
areas and proposes mechanisms to explain its effects. Drawing from a wide
variety of research spanning several disciplines, author Shalom M. Fisch
analyzes the literature on the impact of educational resources. He focuses on
television programs designed for children rather than for adults, although adult
literature is included when it is particularly relevant. In addition, much of the
discussion concerns the effects of unaided viewing by children, rather than
viewing in the context of adult-led follow-up activities. The role of parent-child coviewing and issues relevant to the use of television in school or child care also
receives consideration. This volume is intended to make the disparate literature
on educational television's impact more accessible, by bringing it together into a
centralized resource. To that end, the volume draws together empirical data on
the impact of educational television programs--both academic and prosocial--on
children's knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behavior. In addition to its emphasis
on positive effects, this volume addresses a gap in the existing research literature
regarding children's learning from exposure to educational television.
Acknowledging that little theoretical work has been done to explain why or how
these effects occur, Fisch takes a step toward correcting this situation by
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proposing theoretical models to explore aspects of the mental processing that
underlies children's learning from educational television. With its unique
perspective on children's educational television and comprehensive approach to
studying the topic, this volume is required reading for scholars, researchers, and
students working in the area of children and television. It offers crucial insights to
scholars in developmental psychology, family studies, educational psychology,
and related areas.
Paragraph Development helps students edit their own writing for clarity and
accuracy and offers a three-phase strategy for building writing skills through
planning, writing, and revising. The approach in each chapter is direct and
functional: a model is provided and graphically explained, then students use the
model to write their own paragraphs.-- Offers controlled information-transfer
exercises, a choice of writing topics, and peer consultation and writing-evaluation
methods.
Trying to make sense of making an argument? This straightforward book breaks
down how to build a convincing argument for any type of assessment. Find out
what an academic argument is – and what it is not Develop a toolkit for
structuring an argument effectively Learn how to use evidence and
counterarguments to back up your position. Super Quick Skills provide the
essential building blocks you need to succeed at university - fast. Packed with
practical, positive advice on core academic and life skills, you’ll discover focused
tips and strategies to use straight away. Whether it’s writing great essays,
understanding referencing or managing your wellbeing, find out how to build
good habits and progress your skills throughout your studies. Learn core skills
quickly Apply right away and see results Succeed in your studies and life. Super
Quick Skills give you the foundations you need to confidently navigate the ups
and downs of university life.
Presents a guide to writing a research paper, covering such topics as finding
sources, taking research notes, creating an outline, writing the first draft, and
completing the final version.
When the novel Brave New World first appeared in 1932, its shocking analysis of
a scientific dictatorship seemed a projection into the remote future. Here, in one
of the most important and fascinating books of his career, Aldous Huxley uses his
tremendous knowledge of human relations to compare the modern-day world
with his prophetic fantasy. He scrutinizes threats to humanity, such as
overpopulation, propaganda, and chemical persuasion, and explains why we
have found it virtually impossible to avoid them. Brave New World Revisited is a
trenchant plea that humankind should educate itself for freedom before it is too
late.
Logical Argument in the Research Paper operate son the premise that collegiatelevel writing, when cast in its most significant and sophisticated form, is
argumentative. Students are shown how writers examine a potential topic,
establish a stance upon that topic, defend the stance, avoid reasoning and
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ethical rrors, and in general say something meaningful about the topic. It also
includes instruction about finding sources, gathering information from them, and
correctly documenting them. However, the emphasis remains on how effective
writers evaluate sources, think about the information they discover, prepare a fair
and informed argument, rethink and revise the argument, and finally present an
argument in its completed form. Logical Argument in the Research Paper will
help students learn some of the reasoning processes that all writers use when
composing the academic argument.
An authoritative exploration of why understanding evolution is crucial to human
life today It is easy to think of evolution as something that happened long ago, or
that occurs only in "nature," or that is so slow that its ongoing impact is virtually
nonexistent when viewed from the perspective of a single human lifetime. But we
now know that when natural selection is strong, evolutionary change can be very
rapid. In this book, some of the world's leading scientists explore the implications
of this reality for human life and society. With some twenty-three essays, this
volume provides authoritative yet accessible explorations of why understanding
evolution is crucial to human life—from dealing with climate change and ensuring
our food supply, health, and economic survival to developing a richer and more
accurate comprehension of society, culture, and even what it means to be human
itself. Combining new essays with essays revised and updated from the
acclaimed Princeton Guide to Evolution, this collection addresses the role of
evolution in aging, cognition, cooperation, religion, the media, engineering,
computer science, and many other areas. The result is a compelling and
important book about how evolution matters to humans today. The contributors
are Dan I. Andersson, Francisco J. Ayala, Amy Cavanaugh, Cameron R. Currie,
Dieter Ebert, Andrew D. Ellington, Elizabeth Hannon, John Hawks, Paul Keim,
Richard E. Lenski, Tim Lewens, Jonathan B. Losos, Virpi Lummaa, Jacob A.
Moorad, Craig Moritz, Martha M. Muñoz, Mark Pagel, Talima Pearson, Robert T.
Pennock, Daniel E. L. Promislow, Erik M. Quandt, David C. Queller, Robert C.
Richardson, Eugenie C. Scott, H. Bradley Shaffer, Joan E. Strassmann, Alan R.
Templeton, Paul E. Turner, and Carl Zimmer.
Write Here is designed to teach students essential reading and writing skills,
using media examples to help explain academic concepts and provide
opportunities for practice. It is adaptable; because it covers the basics of reading,
writing, and the modes of writing, it is appropriate to use in developmental
composition classrooms. However, it also covers such topics as logical fallacies,
rhetoric, timed writing, academic writing, source integration, and MLA/APA
documentation, making it appropriate for a first-year or “stretch” composition
course. Many beginning writing students are underprepared and feel that writing
just “isn’t for them.” The authors hope to dispel that myth by using media
examples and a conversational tone to introduce and teach the material. Write
Here provides examples that are interesting to students, while allowing them to
connect to the subject matter on a more personal level—additionally, the process
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of analyzing the media helps students sharpen their reading, writing, and critical
thinking skills.
This volume showcases some of the latest research on academic writing by
leading and up-and-coming corpus linguists. The studies included in the volume
are based on a wide range of corpora spanning first and second language
academic writing at different levels of writing expertise, containing texts from a
variety of academic disciplines (and sub-disciplines) and of different academic
registers. Particularly novel aspects of the collection are the inclusion of research
that combines rhetorical moves with multi-dimensional analysis, studies that
cover both fixed and variable phraseological items (lexical bundles, phraseframes, constructions), and work that is based on corpora of English as an
academic lingua franca. Going beyond merely summarizing their findings, the
authors also discuss what their research means for academic writing practice and
pedagogical settings. The volume will be of interest to researchers, students, and
teachers who would like to expand their knowledge of how academic writing
functions and what it looks like in a variety of contexts.
Truly comprehensive in scope - and arranged in A-Z format for quick access this eight-volume set is a one-source reference for anyone researching the
historical and contemporary details of more than 170 major issues confronting
American society. Entries cover the full range of hotly contested social issues including economic, scientific, environmental, criminal, legal, security, health, and
media topics. Each entry discusses the historical origins of the problem or
debate; past means used to deal with the issue; the current controversy
surrounding the issue from all perspectives; and the near-term and future
implications for society. In addition, each entry includes a chronology, a
bibliography, and a directory of Internet resources for further research as well as
primary documents and statistical tables highlighting the debates.
Explores the homogenization of American culture and the impact of the fast food
industry on modern-day health, economy, politics, popular culture, entertainment,
and food production.
In recent years, the news media has directed a significant amount of attention to
the effect of globalization on the second most populous nation in the world: India.
With the emergence of new economic opportunities and the influx of foreign
popular culture and commodities, India has experienced an enormous sea of
change in the last few decades. In Decolonizing Psychology: Globalization,
Social Justice, and Indian Youth Identities, author Sunil Bhatia focuses on the
psychological tensions that these changes have brought upon Indian youth
today. Drawing on dozens of interviews, Bhatia offers readers a compelling
glimpse and analysis of how these youth populations are engaging with the
emerging presence of globalization in their day-to-day lives. As Bhatia explains,
young Indians use the term 'world class selves' as a way to identify and describe
the ways in which globalization has strengthened their standing in the world. By
frequenting urban cafes and bars, watching American television and cinema,
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traveling abroad, and regularly consuming foreign commodities, Indian youth
absorb the westernized culture and view themselves as peers to their western
counterparts. At the same time, however, these young Indians proudly hold onto
their homeland's traditions governing family and religious values. With
remarkable clarity and nuance, Bhatia sheds an important light on the
universalizing power and the colonizing dimensions of Euro-American
psychology. By integrating insights from postcolonial, narrative, and cultural
psychologies to explore how Euro-American scientific psychology became the
standard approach, Bhatia reminds readers of whose stories are not being told,
what knowledge is not being considered, and whose lives are not included in the
central understanding of psychology today.
The quirky, hilarious farmyard tale that started it all from New York Times
bestselling duo of Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin! Now the inspiration for a new
Christmas special, CLICK, CLACK, MOO: Christmas on the Farm. Farmer Brown
has a problem. His cows like to type. All day long he hears “ Click, clack, moo.
Click, clack, moo. Click, clack, moo. ” But Farmer Brown’s problems get bigger
when his cows start leaving him notes! Listen in on the fun as a bunch of literate
cows turn Farmer Brown’s farm upside down!
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