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An Invitation To Reflexive Sociology
Pierre Bourdieu was a brilliant sociologist and social thinker; he was also an intensely
political man whose work is of profound significance for rethinking democracy. This
original volume presents and develops Bourdieu's distinctive contribution to the theory
and practice of democratic politics. It explicates and illustrates his core concepts of
political field and field of power, his historical model of the bureaucratic state, and his
influential analyses of the practices and institutions involved in the paradoxical
phenomenon of political representation - starting with the enigma of delegation, or what
he called the "mystery of ministry." The fruitfulness of Bourdieu's approach is
demonstrated in a series of integrated studies of voting, public opinion polls, party
dynamics, class rule, and state-building, as well as by careful analyses of Bourdieu's
own civic engagements and his theoretical treatment of the politics of reason and
recognition in contemporary society. Charting the connections between Bourdieu's
political views, the main nodes of his sociology of democratic representation, and the
implications of this sociology for progressive civic thought and action, this book will be
of interest to students and scholars across the gamut of disciplines as well as to
citizens concerned with renewing struggles for social justice.
This volume uses autoethnography—cultural analysis through personal narrative—to
explore the tangled relationships between culture and communication. Using an
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intersectional approach to the many aspects of identity at play in everyday life, a
diverse group of authors reveals the complex nature of lived experiences. They situate
interpersonal experiences of gender, race, ethnicity, ability, and orientation within larger
systems of power, oppression, and social privilege. An excellent resource for
undergraduates, graduate students, educators, and scholars in the fields of intercultural
and interpersonal communication, and qualitative methodology.
This short critical introduction to Pierre Bourdieu's thought is a model of clarity and
insight. Where Bourdieu's own writings are often complex, even ambiguous, Richard
Jenkins is direct, concise and to the point. He emphasizes Bourdieu's contributions to
theory and methodology while also dealing in detail with his substantive studies of
education, social stratification and culture. His book provides the best short Englishlanguage introduction to Bourdieu's work. 'As Jenkins points out in the final pages of his
book, criticism can be the sincerest form of flattery. I particularly relished his critical
approach to the work of Bourdieu and believe that he has written a timely introduction
which both undergraduates and experienced teachers will find stimulating and
enjoyable.'- Mike Hepworth, University of Aberdeen
The enforced bachelorhood of eldest sons in traditional French rural society was a
subject to which Pierre Bourdieu devoted three major articles, written at widely spaced
moments in his career as a sociologist and ethnographer. He brings them together in
this book, with an introduction in which he presents them as stages in 'a kind of
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intellectual Bildungsroman' through which one can follow the development of his theory
of practice. This book gives the reader sociological and anthropological insight into the
interaction of occupation, social class and marriage and how these factors affect
smaller communities, and provides a penetrating analysis of the disintegration of rural
communities and the nature of social change.
In this highly original work, Pierre Bourdieu turns his attention to the academic world of
which he is part and offers a brilliant analysis of modern intellectual culture. The
academy is shown to be not just a realm of dialogue and debate, but also a sphere of
power in which reputations and careers are made, defended and destroyed. Employing
the distinctive methods for which he has become well known, Bourdieu examines the
social background and practical activities of his fellow academics--from Foucault,
Derrida, and Lacan to figures who are lesser known but not necessarily less influential.
Bourdieu analyzes their social origins and current positions, how much they publish and
where they publish it, their institutional connections, media appearances, political
involvements and so on. This enables Bourdieu to construct a map of the intellectual
field in France and to analyze the forms of capital and power, the lines of conflict and
the patterns of change, which characterize the system of higher education in France
today. Homo Academicus paints a vivid and dynamic picture of French intellectual life
today and develops a general approach to the study of modern culture and education. It
will be of great interest to students of sociology, education and politics as well as to
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anyone concerned with the role of intellectuals and higher education today.
This book is based on the last course of lectures that Pierre Bourdieu delivered at the
College de France. In it he presents a highly illuminating 'Sketch for a self-analysis',
applying his theories to himself to show how his social origins and educational capital
influenced his academic trajectory and the course of his thinking. It is a book that will be
of great interest to students and scholars throughout the social sciences, natural
sciences and humanities.
Bourdieu's work is formidable - the journey is tough. Follow this French foreign legion take an apple, take a hanky - but take this book' - "Peter Beilharz, La Trobe University
"A good range of recent examples from popular culture are used to flesh out the
material in accessible terms. These examples are deployed very well indeed - rather
than being tacked-on illustrations of an idea, they are instead used at the heart of the
explanation of the ideas'" - David Gauntlett, Leeds University " Now considered one of
the most influential thinkers of the 20th century, Pierre Bourdieu has left his mark on
most of the 'big' theoretical issues in the world of contemporary theory: gender,
subjectivity, the body, culture, citizenship, and globalization. His terms are now
commonplace: 'social capital', 'cultural capital', 'field', and 'habitus'. Bourdieu examines
how people conduct their lives in relation to one another and to major social institutions.
He argues that culture and education aren't simply minor influences, but as important
as economics in determining differences between groups of people. Unlike the other
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grand systematisers Marx and Foucault, Bourdieu has tested these arguments in
detailed fieldwork. His range is eclectic, his vision is vast, and his writing is often dense
and challenging. Understanding Bourdieu offers a comprehensive introduction to
Bourdieu's work. It is essential reading for anyone tackling him for the first time.
Anthony Giddens has been in the forefront of developments in social theory for the past
decade. In The Constitution of Society he outlines the distinctive position he has
evolved during that period and offers a full statement of a major new perspective in
social thought, a synthesis and elaboration of ideas touched on in previous works but
described here for the first time in an integrated and comprehensive form. A particular
feature is Giddens's concern to connect abstract problems of theory to an interpretation
of the nature of empirical method in the social sciences. In presenting his own ideas,
Giddens mounts a critical attack on some of the more orthodox sociological views. The
Constitution of Society is an invaluable reference book for all those concerned with the
basic issues in contemporary social theory.
Over the last three decades, the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu has produced one
of the most imaginative and subtle bodies of social theory and research of the post war
era. Yet, despite the influence of his work, no single introduction to his wide-ranging
oeuvre is available. This book, intended for an English-speaking audience, offers a
systematic and accessible overview, providing interpretive keys to the internal logic of
Bourdieu's work by explicating thematic and methodological principles underlying his
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work. The structure of Bourdieu's theory of knowledge, practice, and society is first
dissected by Loic Wacquant he then collaborates with Bourdieu in a dialogue in which
they discuss central concepts of Bourdieu's work, confront the main objections and
criticisms his work has met, and outline Bourdieu's views of the relation of sociology to
philosophy, economics, history, and politics. The final section captures Bourdieu in
action in the seminar room as he addresses the topic of how to practice the craft of
reflexive sociology. Throughout, they stress Bourdieu's emphasis on reflexivity -- his
inclusion of a theory of intellectual practice as an integral component of a theory of
society -- and on method -- particularly his manner of posing problems that permits a
transfer of knowledge from one area of inquiry into another. -- Publisher description.
This book puts to the test the prominent claim that social class has declined in
importance in an era of affluence, choice and the waning of tradition. Arguing against
this view, this study vividly uncovers the multiple ways in which class stubbornly
persists.
Pierre Bourdieu is one of the world's most important social theorists and is also one of
the great empirical researchers in contemporary sociology. However, reading Bourdieu
can be difficult for those not familiar with the French cultural context, and until now a
comprehensive introduction to Bourdieu's oeuvre has not been available. David Swartz
focuses on a central theme in Bourdieu's work—the complex relationship between
culture and power—and explains that sociology for Bourdieu is a mode of political
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intervention. Swartz clarifies Bourdieu's difficult concepts, noting where they have been
misinterpreted by critics and where they have fallen short in resolving important
analytical issues. The book also shows how Bourdieu has synthesized his theory of
practices and symbolic power from Durkheim, Marx, and Weber, and how his work was
influenced by Sartre, Levi-Strauss, and Althusser. Culture and Power is the first book to
offer both a sympathetic and critical examination of Bourdieu's work and it will be
invaluable to social scientists as well as to a broader audience in the humanities.
Museums and art galleries appear to be and would claim to be open to all, and yet, in
fact, they are visited only by a small segment of the population. Who are those whose
love of art brings them into museums? What distinguishes them from the majority of
people who exclude themselves or who are effectively excluded? In this classic study,
Bourdieu, Darbel and Schnapper address such questions on the basis of a wideranging survey of museum visitors throughout Europe. By examining the social
conditions of museum practices, they show that cultivated taste is not a natural gift but
a socially inculcated disposition which is distributed unevenly, and which predisposes
some to distinguish themselves through their love of art, while others are deprived of
this privilege.
This book is about French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu's lifelong preoccupation with
reflexivity and the application of his theories to his own life and intellectual trajectory.
Along the way if offers insights into the most important French intellectuals of the time
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such as Foucault, Sartre, Aron, Althusser, and de Beauvoir, as well as Bourdieu's own
formative experiences at boarding school and his moral outrage at the colonial war in
Algeria.
critical evaluations of his work, notably papers by Rodney Benson, 4 Rogers Brubaker,
Nick Crossley, and John Myles. Indeed, it is the 1985 article by Rogers Brubaker that
can truly be said to have served as one of the best introductions to Bourdieu’s thought
for the American social scienti?c public. It is for this reason that we include it in the
present collection. Intellectual origins & orientations We begin by providing an overview
of Bourdieu’s life as a scholar and a public intellectual. The numerous obituaries and
memorial tributes that have appeared following Bourdieu’s untimely death have
revealed something of his life and career, but few have stressed the intersection of his
social origins, career trajectory, and public intellectual life with the changing political
and social context of France. This is precisely what David Swartz’s “In memoriam”
attempts to accomplish. In it he emphasizes the coincidence of Bourdieu’s young and
later adulthood with the period of decolonization, the May 1968 French university crisis,
the opening up of France to privatization of many domains previously entrusted to the
state (l’état providence), and, most threatening to post-World War II reforms, the
emergence of globalization as the hegemonic structure of the 21st century. An orienting
theme throughout Bourdieu’s work warns against the partial and fractured views of
social reality generated by the fundamental subject/object dichotomy that has plagued
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social science from its very beginning.
Long a dominant figure in the French human sciences, Pierre Bourdieu has become
internationally influential in the fields of sociology, anthropology, and cultural studies. A
major figure in the development of "practice" as an organizing concept in social
research, Bourdieu has emerged as the foremost advocate of reflexive social science;
his work combines an astonishing range of empirical work with highly sophisticated
theory. American reception of his works, however, has lacked a full understanding of
their place within the broad context of French human science. His individual works
separated by distinct boundaries between social science fields in American academia,
Bourdieu's cohesive thought has come to this country in fragments. Bourdieu: Critical
Perspectives provides a unified and balanced appraisal of Bourdieu's varied works by
both proponents and skeptics. The essays are written from the varied viewpoints of
cultural anthropology, ethnomethodology and other varieties of sociology, existential
and Wittgensteinian philosophies, linguistics, media studies, and feminism. They work
around three main themes: Bourdieu's effort to transcend gaps between practical
knowledge and universal structures, his central concept of "reflexivity," and the relations
between social structure, systems of classification, and language. Ultimately, the
contributors raise a variety of crucial theoretical questions and address problems that
are important not only to understanding Bourdieu but to advancing empirical work of the
kind he has pioneered. In an essay written especially for this volume, Bourdieu
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describes his own "mode of intellectual production" and the reasons he sees for its
common misunderstanding. The contributors are Hubert Dreyfus, Paul Rabinow,
Charles Taylor, Aaron Cicourel, James Collins, William Hanks, Beate Krais, Nicholas
Garnham, Scott Lash, Roger Brubaker, and Loic Wacquant, and the editors.
Through Pierre Bourdieu's work in Kabylia (Algeria), he develops a theory on symbolic
power.
The volume provides a field-analytical methodology for researching knowledge-based
sociopolitical processes of transnationalization. Drawing on seminal work by Pierre
Bourdieu, we apply concepts of practice, habitus, and field to phenomena such as
cross-national social trajectories, international procedures of evaluation,
standardization, and certification, or supranational political structures. These
transnational phenomena form part of general political struggles that legitimate social
relationships in and beyond the nation-state. Part 1 on methodological foundations
discusses the consequences of Bourdieu’s epistemology and methodology for
theorizing and investigating transnational phenomena. The contributions show the
importance of field-theoretical concepts for post-national insights. Part 2 on
investigating political fields presents exemplary case studies in diverse research areas
such as colonial imperialism, international academic rankings, European policy fields,
and local school policy. While focusing on their research objects, the contributions also
give an insight into the mechanisms involved in processes of transnationalization. The
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volume is an invitation for sociologists, political scientists, and scholars in adjacent
research areas to engage with reflexive and relational research practice and to further
develop field-theoretical thought.
This broad-ranging text offers an exciting and easily understood introduction to the
theorists who have made a key contribution to the discipline of sociology. Its carefully
formulated structure places the writers in their social and intellectual context,
summarises the central issues dealt with in their work and sketches out the intellectual
legacy they have left behind them. Graphically illustrating how these thinkers have shed
light on how we think about society, the book aims to convey the spirit of openness
intrinsic to the sociological enterprise.
Praise for the First Edition: 'Reflexive Methodology is a textbook indispensable to any
young researcher. It does not tell its readers how to do research. It does something
much more important: It shows how research has been done in the qualitative tradition,
thus encouraging the readers to make their own choices' - Barbara Czarniawska,
Goteborg University 'I would go so far as to argue that this book should be on the
reading list of all social scientists and philosophers with an interest in the theory and
practice of research' - Prometheus Reflexive Methodology established itself as a
groundbreaking success, providing researchers with an invaluable guide to a central
problem in research methodology - how to put field research and interpretations in
perspective, paying attention to the interpretive, political and rhetorical nature of
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empirical research. Now thoroughly updated, the Second Edition includes a new
chapter on positivism, social constructionism and critical realism, and offers new
conclusions on the applications of methodology. It also provides further illustrations and
updates that build on the acclaimed and successful first edition. Reflexivity is an
essential part of the research process. In this book, Mats Alvesson and Kaj Skoldberg
make explicit the links between techniques used in empirical research and different
research traditions, giving a theoretically informed approach to qualitative research. The
authors provide balanced reviews and critiques of the major schools of grounded
theory, ethnography, hermeneutics, critical theory, postmodernism and
poststructuralism, discourse analysis, genealogy and feminism. This book points the
way to a more open-minded, creative interaction between theoretical frameworks and
empirical research. It continues to be essential reading for students and researchers
across the social sciences.
Since the 2016 presidential election, Americans have witnessed countless stories about
Appalachia: its changing political leanings, its opioid crisis, its increasing joblessness,
and its declining population. These stories, however, largely ignore black Appalachian
lives. Karida L. Brown's Gone Home offers a much-needed corrective to the current
whitewashing of Appalachia. In telling the stories of African Americans living and
working in Appalachian coal towns, Brown offers a sweeping look at race, identity,
changes in politics and policy, and black migration in the region and beyond. Drawn
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from over 150 original oral history interviews with former and current residents of Harlan
County, Kentucky, Brown shows that as the nation experienced enormous
transformation from the pre- to the post-civil rights era, so too did black Americans. In
reconstructing the life histories of black coal miners, Brown shows the mutable and
shifting nature of collective identity, the struggles of labor and representation, and that
Appalachia is far more diverse than you think.
Analysis of art, literature and aesthetics
In the late 1980s Wacquant, a white, French-born, French and American sociology
graduate student, entered the Woodlawn gym on 63rd Street in Chicago and began
training as a boxer. This text invites us to follow Wacquant's immersion into the
everyday world of Chicago's boxers.
Over the last three decades, Pierre Bourdieu has produced one of the most imaginative
and subtle bodies of social theory and research of the post war era. Yet, despite the his
influence, no single introduction to his wide–ranging work is available. This book offers
a systematic and accessible overview, providing interpretative keys to the internal logic
of Bourdieu?s work by explicating thematic and methodological principles underlying his
work. Firstly Loic Wacquant provides a clear and systematic account of the main
themes of Bourdieu?s work, outlining his conception of knowledge, his theory of
practice and his distinctive methods of analysis. In the second part of the book
Wacquant collaborates with Bourdieu to discuss the central concepts of Bourdieu?s
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work, confront some criticisms and objections, and develop Bourdieu?s views on the
relations between sociology, philosophy, history and politics. Finally Bourdieu displays
his sociological approach in practice: beginning with the practical demands of research,
he moves, step by step, to a formulation of the principles of sociological reason.
Supplemented by an extensive and up–to–date bibliography, this book will be essential
reading for anyone who wishes to understand Bourdieu?s unique and outstanding
contribution to contemporary social thought.
Reflexivity – the critical examination of how we see the world – is integral to good
research practice. From this state-of-the-art, accessible tour of its history and
contemporary relevance, readers will learn of its importance to social research and to
society generally. The text introduces a host of influential thinkers and their key ideas
on reflexivity, and incorporates examples from a range of disciplines and research
settings. Drawing on the authors’ extensive experience of real research settings, this
book: Pinpoints the importance of reflexivity in social research Demonstrates its
relevance to everyday life Firmly locates the concept in the history of ideas Explores
key questions about the bases of knowledge and understanding Presents key thinkers,
concepts and issues in easy-to-understand learning boxes The result is a book that
provides students and researchers in the social sciences with the knowledge and
understanding necessary not only to examine the role of reflexivity in contemporary life,
but to apply it in their own research practice.
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This book breaks new ground in its theorizing of childhood within sociological concepts.
Over the course of nine chapters, authors give detailed accounts of the lives of children
in a range of societies, including England, sub-Saharan Africa, Northern Ireland,
France, Andhra Pradesh and Finland. They describe their studies in the light of
Bourdieu's key concepts - field, habitus and capital - to consider the social status of
childhood, the tensions between schooling and work in the lives of children, children's
relations with adults, and the pressures on childhood resulting from globalization and
from the professional discourse of those adults who aim to help them. The authors are
all established researchers who are committed to improving the social status and wellbeing of childhood, in social, economic and political worlds that too often fail to accord
children respect for their human rights.
Preface by Pierre Bourdieu Preface by Loic J.D. Wacquant I Toward a Social
Praxeology: The Structure and Logic of Bourdieu's Sociology, Loic J.D. Wacquant 1
Beyond the Antinomy of Social Physics and Social Phenomenology 2 Classification
Struggles and the Dialectic of Social and Mental Structures 3 Methodological
Relationalism 4 The Fuzzy Logic of Practical Sense 5 Against Theoreticism and
Methodologism: Total Social Science 6 Epistemic Reflexivity 7 Reason, Ethics, and
Politics II The Purpose of Reflexive Sociology (The Chicago Workshop), Pierre
Bourdieu and Loic J.D. Wacquant 1 Sociology as Socioanalysis 2 The Unique and the
Invariant 3 The Logic of Fields 4 Interest, Habitus, Rationality 5 Language, Gender, and
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Symbolic Violence 6 For a, Realpolitik of Reason 7 The Personal is Social III The
Practice of Reflexive Sociology (The Paris Workshop), Pierre Bourdieu 1 Handing
Down a Trade 2 Thinking Relationally 3 A Radical Doubt 4 Double Bind and Conversion
5 Participant Objectivation Appendixes, Loic J.D. Wacquant 1 How to Read Bourdieu 2
A Selection of Articles from, Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales 3 Selected
Recent Writings on Pierre Bourdieu.
This anthology originated from three conferences, which were held at Waseda
University, Tokyo, Japan, on March 26-28, 1999, at the Univ- sity of Konstanz,
Germany, on May 26-29, 1999 and a session at the SPHS annual meeting at the
University of Oregon, USA, on October 5-7, 1999. With one exception the contributions
to this volume are revised versions of papers read at these meetings. Each of these
conferences took place in order to celebrate the centennial of the birthday of Alfred
Schutz, who was born April 13, 1899, and died May 20, 1959. First of all we would like
to thank Evelyn Schutz-Lang, the daughter of Alfred and Ilse Schutz, for her continuing
support and encouragement. Moreover, Evelyn Schutz-Lang as well as Claudia Schutz,
the gr- daughter of Alfred and Ilse Schutz, and the daughter of his son George, gave us
the honor of visiting the Konstanz conference in 1999. Evelyn also came to the Oregon
conference and sent her personal greetings to those attending the Tokyo conference.
We would like to thank Waseda University, the Waseda Sociological Association, the
Waseda University International Conference Center, and the Center for Research in
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Human Sciences in Japan for their generous financial support, as well as the German
Research Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft), the University of Konstanz, the
Alfred Schutz Memorial Archives in Konstanz, and the Sparkasse Konstanz for their
considerable financial assistance in making the conferences possible.
Pierre Bourdieu is one of the most protean intellectual forces in comtemporary French
thought. He holds the chair in sociology at the prestigious Collège de France, yet his
influence extends far beyond the area of sociological research and theory. Bourdieu's
work, presented in over twenty books, lies on the borders of philosophy, anthropology
and ethnology, and cultural theory. The present volume consists of diverse individual
texts, produced between 1980 and 1986, which take two forms: interviews in which
Bourdieu confronts a series of probing and intelligent interviewers, and conference
papers that clarify and extend specific areas of his current research. Now that
Bourdieu's work has achieved wide diffusion and celebrity, this is an appropriate time
for this volume, a pause for retrospection and resynthesis, for correction of misreadings
and extension of previous insights, and for projection of the next stages of his work. For
this English edition, Bourdieu's celebrated inaugural lecture at the Collège de France,
Leçon sur la Leçon, has been added. Because of the verve and clarity of Bourdieu's
arguments in this book, it is a very readable and concise introduction to his work.
This collection brings together for the first time a set of researchers whose research
methodologies centre on Bourdieu's concept of habitus. Full of insight and innovation,
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the book is an essential read for anyone wanting to know more about approaches to
social theory and its application in research.
Piotr Sztompka here presents a major work of social theory, which gives a
comprehensive theoretical account of trust as a fundamental component of human
actions. Professor Sztompka's detailed and systematic study takes account of the rich
evolving research on trust, and provides conceptual and typological clarifications and
explications of the notion itself, its meaning, foundations and functions. He offers an
explanatory model of the emergence (or decay) of trust-cultures, and relates the
theoretical to the historical by examining the collapse of communism in 1989 and the
emergence of a post-communist social order. Piotr Sztompka illustrates and supports
his claims with statistical data and his own impressive empirical study of trust, carried
out in Poland at the end of the nineties. Trust: A Sociological Theory is a conceptually
creative and elegant work in which scholars and students of sociology, political science
and social philosophy will find much of interest.
Much orthodox economic theory is based on assumptions which are treated as selfevident: supply and demand are regarded as independent entities, the individual is
assumed to be a rational agent who knows his interests and how to make decisions
corresponding to them, and so on. But one has only to examine an economic
transaction closely, as Pierre Bourdieu does here for the buying and selling of houses,
to see that these abstract assumptions cannot explain what happens in reality. As
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Bourdieu shows, the market is constructed by the state, which can decide, for example,
whether to promote private housing or collective provision. And the individuals involved
in the transaction are immersed in symbolic constructions which constitute, in a strong
sense, the value of houses, neighbourhoods and towns. The abstract and illusory
nature of the assumptions of orthodox economic theory has been criticised by some
economists, but Bourdieu argues that we must go further. Supply, demand, the market
and even the buyer and seller are products of a process of social construction, and socalled ‘economic' processes can be adequately described only by calling on
sociological methods. Instead of seeing the two disciplines in antagonistic terms, it is
time to recognize that sociology and economics are in fact part of a single discipline,
the object of which is the analysis of social facts, of which economic transactions are in
the end merely one aspect. This brilliant study by the most original sociologist of postwar France will be essential reading for students and scholars of sociology, economics,
anthropology and related disciplines.
An Invitation to Reflexive SociologyUniversity of Chicago Press

Pierre Bourdieu’s contributions to the theory and practice of social research are
far reaching. Possibly the most prominent sociologist in recent times, his work
has touched on a myriad of topics and has influenced scholars in multiple
disciplines. Throughout Bourdieu’s work, emphasis is placed on the linkage
between the practice of social research and its relationship to social theory. This
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book honours Bourdieu’s commitment to the inextricable relationship between
social theory and research in social science. In this volume, authors from all over
the world utilize key concepts coined by Bourdieu, specifically his concept of
capitals, habitus, and the field, and attempt to test them using quantitative survey
data. The focus of this volume is how researchers can take key elements of
Bourdieu’s work and apply them to the analysis of quantitative data on a variety
of topics. Throughout the volume, issues of the possible interpretations of
concepts and measurement validity are focused upon in a language that can be
appreciated by new and experienced researchers alike. This volume is useful for
courses where the linkage between theory and research is emphasized, at both
the upper undergraduate and general postgraduate level. In addition to serving
as a teaching tool, the articles within the volume will be invaluable to any scholar
interested in working with Bourdieu’s concepts in quantitative research.
Our usual representations of the opposition between the "civilized" and the
"primitive" derive from willfully ignoring the relationship of distance our social
science sets up between the observer and the observed. In fact, the author
argues, the relationship between the anthropologist and his object of study is a
particular instance of the relationship between knowing and doing, interpreting
and using, symbolic mastery and practical mastery—or between logical logic,
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armed with all the accumulated instruments of objectification, and the universally
pre-logical logic of practice. In this, his fullest statement of a theory of practice,
Bourdieu both sets out what might be involved in incorporating one's own
standpoint into an investigation and develops his understanding of the powers
inherent in the second member of many oppositional pairs—that is, he explicates
how the practical concerns of daily life condition the transmission and functioning
of social or cultural forms. The first part of the book, "Critique of Theoretical
Reason," covers more general questions, such as the objectivization of the
generic relationship between social scientific observers and their objects of study,
the need to overcome the gulf between subjectivism and objectivism, the
interplay between structure and practice (a phenomenon Bourdieu describes via
his concept of the habitus), the place of the body, the manipulation of time,
varieties of symbolic capital, and modes of domination. The second part of the
book, "Practical Logics," develops detailed case studies based on Bourdieu's
ethnographic fieldwork in Algeria. These examples touch on kinship patterns, the
social construction of domestic space, social categories of perception and
classification, and ritualized actions and exchanges. This book develops in full
detail the theoretical positions sketched in Bourdieu's Outline of a Theory of
Practice. It will be especially useful to readers seeking to grasp the subtle
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concepts central to Bourdieu's theory, to theorists interested in his points of
departure from structuralism (especially fom Lévi-Strauss), and to critics eager to
understand what role his theory gives to human agency. It also reveals Bourdieu
to be an anthropological theorist of considerable originality and power.
How the American government has long used financial credit programs to create
economic opportunities Federal housing finance policy and mortgage-backed
securities have gained widespread attention in recent years because of the 2008
financial crisis, but issues of government credit have been part of American life
since the nation’s founding. From the 1780s, when a watershed national land
credit policy was established, to the postwar foundations of our current housing
finance system, American Bonds examines the evolution of securitization and
federal credit programs. Sarah Quinn shows that since the Westward expansion,
the U.S. government has used financial markets to manage America’s complex
social divides, and politicians and officials across the political spectrum have
turned to land sales, home ownership, and credit to provide economic opportunity
without the appearance of market intervention or direct wealth redistribution.
Highly technical systems, securitization, and credit programs have been
fundamental to how Americans determined what they could and should owe one
another. Over time, government officials embraced credit as a political tool that
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allowed them to navigate an increasingly complex and fractured political system,
affirming the government’s role as a consequential and creative market
participant. Neither intermittent nor marginal, credit programs supported the
growth of powerful industries, from railroads and farms to housing and finance;
have been used for disaster relief, foreign policy, and military efforts; and were
promoters of amortized mortgages, lending abroad, venture capital investment,
and mortgage securitization. Illuminating America’s market-heavy social policies,
American Bonds illustrates how political institutions became involved in the
nation’s lending practices.
The landscape of social theory has changed significantly over the three decades
since the publication of Anthony Giddens and Jonathan Turner’s seminal Social
Theory Today. Sociologists in the twenty-first century desperately need a new
agenda centered around central questions of social theory. In Social Theory
Now, Claudio E. Benzecry, Monika Krause, and Isaac Ariail Reed set a new
course for sociologists, bringing together contributions from the most distinctive
sociological traditions in an ambitious survey of where social theory is today and
where it might be going. The book provides a strategic window onto social theory
based on current research, examining trends in classical traditions and the
cutting edge of more recent approaches. From distinctive theoretical positions,
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contributors address questions about how social order is accomplished; the role
of materiality, practice, and meaning; as well as the conditions for the knowledge
of the social world. The theoretical traditions presented include cultural sociology,
microsociologies, world-system theory and post-colonial theory, gender and
feminism, actor network and network theory, systems theory, field theory, rational
choice, poststructuralism, pragmatism, and the sociology of conventions. Each
chapter introduces a tradition and presents an agenda for further theoretical
development. Social Theory Now is an essential tool for sociologists. It will be
central to the discussion and teaching of contemporary social theory for years to
come.
Sociology is a Martial Art is an accessible survey of Pierre Bourdieu's most
influential writings. It includes the full text of his short books Acts of Resistance,
Firing Back, and On Television, in addition to key articles, interviews, and
speeches, all of which introduce the reader to Bourdieu's innovative approach to
sociology as a mode of political intervention. Edited and with an introduction by
noted French sociologist Gisèle Sapiro, Sociology Is a Martial Art will become
this generation's indispensable introduction to Bourdieu's work.
This book endeavours to bring the sociology of Elias to a new and wider
audience through offering accessible explanations of some of his key ideas.
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Long a fruitful area of scrutiny for students of organizations, the study of
institutions is undergoing a renaissance in contemporary social science. This
volume offers, for the first time, both often-cited foundation works and the latest
writings of scholars associated with the "institutional" approach to organization
analysis. In their introduction, the editors discuss points of convergence and
disagreement with institutionally oriented research in economics and political
science, and locate the "institutional" approach in relation to major developments
in contemporary sociological theory. Several chapters consolidate the theoretical
advances of the past decade, identify and clarify the paradigm's key ambiguities,
and push the theoretical agenda in novel ways by developing sophisticated
arguments about the linkage between institutional patterns and forms of social
structure. The empirical studies that follow—involving such diverse topics as
mental health clinics, art museums, large corporations, civil-service systems, and
national polities—illustrate the explanatory power of institutional theory in the
analysis of organizational change. Required reading for anyone interested in the
sociology of organizations, the volume should appeal to scholars concerned with
culture, political institutions, and social change.
What is the role and value of criminology in a democratic society? How do, and
how should, its practitioners engage with politics and public policy? How can
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criminology find a voice in an agitated, insecure and intensely mediated world in
which crime and punishment loom large in government agendas and public
discourse? What collective good do we want criminological enquiry to promote?
In addressing these questions, Ian Loader and Richard Sparks offer a
sociological account of how criminologists understand their craft and position
themselves in relation to social and political controversies about crime, whether
as scientific experts, policy advisors, governmental players, social movement
theorists, or lonely prophets. They examine the conditions under which these
diverse commitments and affiliations arose, and gained or lost credibility and
influence. This forms the basis for a timely articulation of the idea that
criminology’s overarching public purpose is to contribute to a better politics of
crime and its regulation. Public Criminology? offers an original and provocative
account of the condition of, and prospects for, criminology which will be of
interest not only to those who work in the fields of crime, security and
punishment, but to anyone interested in the vexed relationship between social
science, public policy and politics.
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