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Imparting an invaluable perspective on contemporary domestic affairs, a classic work of political theory examines the
competing forces in American political discourse and how fringe groups can influence--and derail--the larger agendas of
a political party. Reprint. 12,500 first printing.
A raucous history of American democracy at its wildest--and a bold rethinking of the relationship between the people and
their politics. Democracy was broken. Or that was what many Americans believed in the decades after the Civil War.
Shaken by economic and technological disruption, they sought safety in aggressive, tribal partisanship. The results were
the loudest, closest, most violent elections in U.S. history, driven by vibrant campaigns that drew our highest-ever voter
turnouts. At the century's end, reformers finally restrained this wild system, trading away participation for civility in the
process. They built a calmer, cleaner democracy, but also a more distant one. Americans' voting rates crashed and never
fully recovered. This is the origin story of the “normal” politics of the 20th century. Only by exploring where that civility
and restraint came from can we understand what is happening to our democracy today. The Age of Acrimony charts the
rise and fall of 19th-century America's unruly politics through the lives of a remarkable father-daughter dynasty. The
radical congressman William “Pig Iron” Kelley and his fiery, Progressive daughter Florence Kelley led lives packed with
drama, intimately tied to their nation's politics. Through their friendships and feuds, campaigns and crusades, Will and
Florie trace the narrative of a democracy in crisis. In telling the tale of what it cost to cool our republic, historian Jon
Grinspan reveals our divisive political system's enduring capacity to reinvent itself.
Though Americans rarely appreciate it, federalism has profoundly shaped their nation’s past, present, and future.
Federalism—the division of government authority between the national government and the states—affects the prosperity,
security, and daily life of every American. Some of the most spectacular political conflicts in American history have been
fought on the battlefield of federalism, including states’ rights to leave the union, government power to regulate business,
and responses to the problems of race, poverty, pollution, abortion, and gay rights. In the second edition of this nuanced
and comprehensive text, David Brian Robertson shows that past choices shape present circumstances, and that a deep
understanding of American government, public policy, political processes, and society requires an understanding of the
key steps in federalism’s evolution in American history. New to the Second Edition Emphasizes that federalism is a
battleground that shapes every life inAmerica. Extensively revised and updated, including new coverage of recent
controversies like Ferguson, immigration, climate change, Obamacare, gay rights, the minimum wage, political
polarization, voter identification, fracking, and marijuana legalization. Brings together the newest developments in history,
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political science, law,and related disciplines to show how federalism influences government and politics today. Includes
chapter-opening vignettes that deal with contemporary cases and policy challenges.
A free eBook that asks hard questions about why politics once worked, and how today’s politics do not. What if idealistic
reform itself is a culprit? In Political Realism, Jonathan Rauch argues that well-meaning efforts to stem corruption and
increase participation have stripped political leaders and organizations of the tools they need to forge compromises and
make them stick. Fortunately, he argues, much of the damage can be undone by rediscovering political realism. Instead
of trying to drive private money away out of politics, how about channeling it to strengthen parties and leaders? Instead of
doubling down on direct democracy, how about giving political professionals more influence over candidate nominations?
Rauch shows how a new generation of realist thinkers is using timetested truths about politics and government to build
reforms for our time. Rich with contrarian insights and fresh thinking, Political Realism is an eye-opening challenge to
today’s conventional wisdom about what ails American government and politics.
James Q. Wilson is one of America's preeminent public policy scholars. For decades, he has analyzed the changing
political and cultural landscape with clarity and honesty, bringing his wisdom to bear on all facets of American
government and society. This is a collection of fifteen of Wilson's most insightful essays-drawing on thirty years of his
observations on religion, crime, the media, terrorism and extremism, and the old-fashioned notion of 'character.' Readers
of every political persuasion will come away from this volume with a new understanding of how American politics and
culture have evolved over the last half-century. These essays are not 'the grumpy words of a conservative who can't be
reconciled to the realities of contemporary American life,' Wilson writes. Rather, they are straight talk from a painstaking
empiricist and consummate social scientist who believes in American exceptionalism. American Politics, Then & Now is a
compelling portrait of a beloved nation.
For many, American politics and government have never been more interesting--or more important. A new four-color
design, up-to-date political news and analysis and an affordable price make AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
TODAY, Brief Edition, 2018-2019, an ideal resource to engage today's learners. Authors Schmidt, Shelley and Bardes
help students understand America's complex and fascinating political system--and show them how they can participate in
the political process. Praised for its balanced coverage, clarity and readability, the text examines all the key concepts of
American Government while providing interesting features that focus on active citizenship. The tenth edition gives ample
space to the rise of Donald Trump, his populist campaign and use of the media as well as to other current topics such as
security leaks, government surveillance and voting restrictions. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
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A shorter, paperback version of Schmidt, et al. (1995). Where feasible, text goes beyond the mere facts to discuss the
rationale behind political decisions and likely consequences of those decisions. International issues integrated
throughout. Each chapter concludes with Unfinished Work, which presents ideas about what problems have yet to be
solved and Logging-On offers information on using Internet with text. Utilizes high-interest pedagogical features to
motivate students.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see
the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around
the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
The Basics of American Government is a collaborative effort among eight current and one former faculty members in the
Departments of Political Science and Criminal Justice at University of North Georgia. The purpose of this book is to offer a no-frills,
low-cost, yet comprehensive overview of the American political system for students taking introductory courses in American
national government. Furthermore, the work combines the best aspects of both a traditional textbook and a reader in that most
chapters offer a piece of original scholarship as a case study to bolster or reinforce the material presented in the chapter. In
addition, many chapters present a civic engagement-type exercise and discussion questions intended to challenge, engage, and
foster student participation in the political system. The authors undertook this project for several reasons, most notably the high
costs of textbooks for students and the lack of college-level scholarship found in most American Government texts. This 375-page,
peer-reviewed, edited book that combines traditional material with original scholarship will cost students $27.99, well below market
standards. All of the authors are experienced classroom instructors, subject matter experts, and published researchers in the field
of American politics.
Following one of the most contentious and truth-challenged presidential administrations and elections in U.S. history, there has
never been a greater need for an American government text like this--evidence-based, critically thoughtful, and contemporary in
tone and touch. This text teaches students to think analytically by presenting current political science theories and research in
answering the engaging, big questions facing American politics today. It serves as an introduction to the discipline—covering the
Constitution, political behavior, formal and informal institutions, and public policy--by reflecting the theoretical developments and
types of empirical inquiry conducted by researchers. For introductory courses in American government, this text covers theory and
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methods as well. New to the Fourth Edition Provides 2020 election data updates throughout and examines policy implications of
the ensuing changes in election laws across the country. Recaps controversial Trump administration policies and looks into the
Biden administration’s early days. Offers strategic updates on the Covid-19 pandemic and the resulting economic crisis both in
terms of questions of federalism as well as public policy. Considers the rise of new interest groups and social movements as well
as the reckoning with racial injustice. Examines contemporary questions of social justice in light of civil rights and liberties as well
as in terms of policy. Covers the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, the battle to confirm her replacement, the
addition of Justice Coney Barrett, and the policy implications of the shift in the ideological balance of the Court. For the fourth
edition, a new co-author comes to the book with award-winning experience in diversity and teacher education as well as research
interests in the presidency, women and politics, and foreign policy.
Issues like COVID-19, Black Lives Matter, police brutality, massive unemployment, trade wars and cyberattacks add to the
complexity of the U.S. political system. Schmidt/Shelley/Bardes' AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY, BRIEF,
11th edition, helps you make sense of it all while learning to be an informed citizen and active participant in the political process. A
colorful, engaging design, up-to-date political news and analysis, and affordable price make this an ideal resource to explain the
key aspects of the U.S. government and its fascinating political system and how they impact your life -- now and in the future.
Extremely reader-friendly, the book has been praised for its brevity, balanced coverage and clarity. Important Notice: Media
content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Our American Government textbook adheres to the scope and sequence of introductory American government courses
nationwide. We have endeavored to make the workings of American Government interesting and accessible to students while
maintaining the conceptual coverage and rigor inherent in the subject at the college level. With this objective in mind, the content
of this textbook has been developed and arranged to provide a logical progression from the fundamental principles of institutional
design at the founding, to avenues of political participation, to thorough coverage of the political structures that constitute American
government. The book builds upon what students have already learned and emphasizes connections between topics as well as
between theory and applications. The goal of each section is to enable students not just to recognize concepts, but to work with
them in ways that will be useful in later courses, future careers, and as engaged citizens. The organization and pedagogical
features were developed and vetted with feedback from American government instructors dedicated to the project.
Can America Govern Itself? brings together a diverse group of distinguished scholars to analyze how rising party polarization and
economic inequality have affected the performance of American governing institutions. It is organized around two themes: the
changing nature of representation in the United States; and how changes in the political environment have affected the internal
processes of institutions, overall government performance, and policy outcomes. The chapters in this volume analyze concerns
about power, influence and representation in American politics, the quality of deliberation and political communications, the
management and implementation of public policy, and the performance of an eighteenth century constitution in today's polarized
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political environment. These renowned scholars provide a deeper and more systematic grasp of what is new, and what is
perennial in challenges to democracy at a fraught moment.
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY: THE ESSENTIALS, 2013-2014 EDITION inspires readers to join the
exciting process of being active, informed citizens. Unbiased, concisely organized, and updated with Election 2012 coverage and a
new focus on learning outcomes, the text’s fundamental theme continues to be the importance of participating in active
citizenship, emphasizing continual critical thinking about political issues, and encouraging readers to become involved in the
political process. With a keen understanding of the needs and interests of today’s learners, the authors incorporate interesting and
relevant current examples to stimulate learning and excitement. The text is completely redesigned for even greater reader appeal.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY is known nationwide for its balanced, unbiased, and modern coverage of
constitutional, governmental, political, social, and economic structures and their processes. The book provides the knowledge that
allows students to make informed choices, encourages them to play an active role in the decision-making process, and promotes
their enthusiastic participation in the world around them by giving them the tools they need to get involved. The 2017-2018
edition's updates include in-depth coverage of the 2016 elections. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
A study of the gap between the promise and practice of American democracy examines the historical national unity derived from
the democratic ideal and the frustration of that ideal by political institutions and hierarchies
Written for all students of politics coming to the subject for the first time, this textbook provides a lively and accessible introduction
and guide to all the main features and characteristics of one of the most distinctive and complex political systems in the world.
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY: THE ESSENTIALS 2011-2012, International Edition inspires students to
join the exciting process of being active, informed citizens. Bardes, Shelley, and Schmidt provide an unbiased and concisely
organized overview of this essential subject, updated with complete Election 2010 coverage and the latest on the economic
downturn and recovery policy. The text's fundamental theme continues to be the importance of participating in active citizenship,
emphasizing continual critical thinking about political issues, and encouraging students to become involved in the political process.
With a keen understanding of the needs and interests of today's students, the authors incorporate abundant current examples,
including increased coverage of the impact of the Internet and other media, to stimulate learning and excitement. The text is
redesigned for even greater reader appeal.
Fake news. Twitter rants. Misinformation. Silos. Echo chambers. Spin. Alternative facts. Investigation, accusation, and
obfuscation. Punditry, polls, and prognostication. This is today's politics. To cut through the noise, students need a guide to how
politics really works and why it matters. American Politics Today has been that trusted source. And the new sixth edition brings
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even greater focus to examining preconceived notions of how government operates and understanding what's really going on.
American Government and Politics Today, BriefCengage Learning
In a campaign for state or local office these days, you’re as likely today to hear accusations that an opponent advanced
Obamacare or supported Donald Trump as you are to hear about issues affecting the state or local community. This is because
American political behavior has become substantially more nationalized. American voters are far more engaged with and
knowledgeable about what’s happening in Washington, DC, than in similar messages whether they are in the South, the
Northeast, or the Midwest. Gone are the days when all politics was local. With The Increasingly United States, Daniel J. Hopkins
explores this trend and its implications for the American political system. The change is significant in part because it works against
a key rationale of America’s federalist system, which was built on the assumption that citizens would be more strongly attached to
their states and localities. It also has profound implications for how voters are represented. If voters are well informed about state
politics, for example, the governor has an incentive to deliver what voters—or at least a pivotal segment of them—want. But if voters
are likely to back the same party in gubernatorial as in presidential elections irrespective of the governor’s actions in office,
governors may instead come to see their ambitions as tethered more closely to their status in the national party.
Making politics personal, Bardes/Shelley/Schmidt's American Government and Politics Today, The Essentials, Enhanced 19th
Edition equips you with the tools and insight to become an active, informed citizen. Unbiased, updated with Election 2018 analysis
and extremely student-friendly, the text combines a conversational, easy-to-read style with thorough coverage in a streamlined
format. Political authorities as well as longtime professors who know what today's students like, the authors incorporate a wealth of
current, compelling and thought-provoking examples that bring chapter concepts to life. In addition, numerous hands-on activities
help you figure out where you stand on key issues so you can put your views into action. Also available: MindTap, Cengage
Learning's fully online learning solution.
A comprehensive overview of the structures and influences of politics in Germany, which covers both historical and recent events
Our political system in America is broken, right? Wrong. The truth is, the American political system is working exactly how it is
designed to work, and it isn't designed or optimized today to work for us—for ordinary citizens. Most people believe that our political
system is a public institution with high-minded principles and impartial rules derived from the Constitution. In reality, it has become
a private industry dominated by a textbook duopoly—the Democrats and the Republicans—and plagued and perverted by unhealthy
competition between the players. Tragically, it has therefore become incapable of delivering solutions to America's key economic
and social challenges. In fact, there's virtually no connection between our political leaders solving problems and getting reelected.
In The Politics Industry, business leader and path-breaking political innovator Katherine Gehl and world-renowned business
strategist Michael Porter take a radical new approach. They ingeniously apply the tools of business analysis—and Porter's
distinctive Five Forces framework—to show how the political system functions just as every other competitive industry does, and
how the duopoly has led to the devastating outcomes we see today. Using this competition lens, Gehl and Porter identify the most
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powerful lever for change—a strategy comprised of a clear set of choices in two key areas: how our elections work and how we
make our laws. Their bracing assessment and practical recommendations cut through the endless debate about various proposed
fixes, such as term limits and campaign finance reform. The result: true political innovation. The Politics Industry is an original and
completely nonpartisan guide that will open your eyes to the true dynamics and profound challenges of the American political
system and provide real solutions for reshaping the system for the benefit of all. THE INSTITUTE FOR POLITICAL INNOVATION
The authors will donate all royalties from the sale of this book to the Institute for Political Innovation.
In 356 engaging pages, with new engaging features and a great low price as part of the Wadsworth Advantage Series, this brief
version of the best selling book for American Government, AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY: BRIEF EDITION
2005-2006 helps students experience the excitement that comes from active, informed citizenship. Praised for its balanced and upto-the-minute coverage, this book focuses on the fundamentals?the constitutional, governmental, political, social, and economic
structures and processes that are the core of American government. Coverage of policy and analysis as well as appendices is also
included in this brief text.
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY: BRIEF EDITION, 2016-2017, shows you how easily and effectively you can
participate in the political process. New features, up-to-date political news and analysis, and a great price make this text a top
seller. Praised for its succinct format, balanced coverage, clarity, and readability, this book examines all the key concepts of
American government, while providing interesting student-oriented features that further convey what active citizenship means.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
Continuing a R&L tradition now entering its fourth decade, this book provides the most comprehensive and authoritative account of
the national 2020 election, including the presidential nomination process and general election, and congressional and state
elections. Andrew E. Busch and John J. Pitney Jr. revisit the campaigns and results through the short lens of politics today and the
long lens of American political history. With its keen insights into the issues and events that drove the 2020 elections, Divided We
Stand: The 2020 Elections and American Politics will be an invaluable resource for students and all political observers seeking to
understand a historic election that will continue to resonate throughout American politics for many years to come.
American society is rapidly secularizing–a radical departure from its historically high level of religiosity–and politics is a big part of
the reason. Just as, forty years ago, the Religious Right arose as a new political movement, today secularism is gaining traction as
a distinct and politically energized identity. This book examines the political causes and political consequences of this secular
surge, drawing on a wealth of original data. The authors show that secular identity is in part a reaction to the Religious Right.
However, while the political impact of secularism is profound, there may not yet be a Secular Left to counterbalance the Religious
Right. Secularism has introduced new tensions within the Democratic Party while adding oxygen to political polarization between
Democrats and Republicans. Still there may be opportunities to reach common ground if politicians seek to forge coalitions that
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encompass both secular and religious Americans.
`For those who still believe that politics is normally, naturally, about economics, Rob Singh has gathered the evidence and dialed the wake-up
call: seven major instances of an ongoing culture war meet a common analytic framework here in a lively and informative fashion' - Byron E
Shafer, University of Wisconsin
Why are Americans so angry with each other? The United States is caught in a partisan hyperconflict that divides politicians,
communities—and even families. Politicians from the president to state and local office-holders play to strongly-held beliefs and sometimes
even pour fuel on the resulting inferno. This polarization has become so intense that many people no longer trust anyone from a differing
perspective. Drawing on his personal story of growing up as a fundamentalist Christian on a dairy farm in rural Ohio, then as an academic in
the heart of the liberal East Coast establishment, Darrell West analyzes the economic, cultural, and political aspects of polarization. He takes
advantage of his experiences inside both conservative and liberal camps to explain the views of each side and offer insights into why each is
angry with the other. West argues that societal tensions have metastasized into a dangerous tribalism that seriously threatens U.S.
democracy. Unless people can bridge these divisions and forge a new path forward, it will be impossible to work together, maintain a
functioning democracy, and solve the country's pressing policy problems.
Bardes/Shelley/Schmidt's AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY, THE ESSENTIALS, 20th Edition, equips you with the tools
and knowledge you need to become an active, informed participant in the U.S. political process. Making politics personal, it focuses on how
government impacts you -- now and in the future. Unbiased, concisely organized and updated with 2020 election analysis, it delivers thorough
coverage in a streamlined, easy-to-read format. Emphasizing critical thinking about political issues, it encourages you to become involved in
the political process. Current, compelling and thought-provoking examples offer insight into such pressing issues as the global COVID-19
pandemic, racial injustice, police brutality, economic inequality and more. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
All the tools students need to understand American politics—with 9 chapters on Texas government and politics.
Seymour Martin Lipset pronounced over a decade ago, "Someone who knows only one country knows no country." It is well established that
students learn the intricacies of American politics better when they are presented in a comparative context. In today’s globalized society and
workforce, it is all the more important for students to understand that the American political system is in many ways the exception and not the
rule. Introductory textbooks on American government, however, rarely emphasize in sufficient depth how the United States compares to other
political systems. And introductions to comparative politics infrequently situate the United States in their analysis. The American Anomaly
systematically analyzes the U.S. political system by way of comparison with other countries, especially other industrialized democracies. It is
organized into four sections, respectively covering the constitutional order, governmental institutions, political participation, and public policy.
Extended case studies in each chapter draw on all the major regions of the world. Thoroughly revised throughout, the third edition includes:
Updates throughout to reflect recent developments, including battles for control of Congress and the White House in 2010 and 2012, the
challenges and successes of the Obama presidency, and political developments including the rise of the Tea Party and Occupy Wall Street.
The addition of a ready-reference glossary defining key terms, along with a key terms list at the end of each chapter. Updates to examples
from other countries, such as changes to the European Union in light of the Eurozone crisis, the weakening of the Mexican state due to
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surges in drug-related crime, and the growth of China’s global role. A substantive update to the domestic policy and foreign policy chapters.
A significant update on online/web-based activism, with particular regard to the expanding role of social media. New tables and charts in each
chapter. A companion website also offers overview slides, links, and other supporting features.
This is the 30th anniversary edition of a book that was hailed on publication in 1966 as "fascinating" by Margaret L. Coit in the Saturday
Review and as "masterly" by Henry F. Graff in the New York Times Book Review.The Constitution could not be more specific: "No title of
nobility shall be granted by the United States." Yet, in over two centuries since these words were written, the American people, despite official
disapproval, have chosen a political nobility. For generation after generation they have turned for leadership to certain families. They are
America's political dynasties. Now, in the twentieth century, surprisingly, American political life seems to be largely peopled by those who
qualify, in Stewart Alsop's phrase, as "People's Dukes." They are all around us?Kennedys, Longs, Tafts, Roosevelts.Here is the panorama of
America's political dynasties from colonial days to the present in fascinating profiles of sixteen of the leading families. Some, like the
Roosevelts, have shown remarkable staying power. Others are all but forgotten, such as the Washburns, a family in which four sons of a
bankrupt shopkeeper were elected to Congress from four different states. America's Political Dynasties investigates the roles of these
families in shaping the nation and traces the whole pattern of political inheritance, which has been a little considered but unique and
significant feature of American government and diplomacy. And in doing so, it also illuminates the lives and personalities of some two
hundred often engaging, usually ambitious, sometimes brilliant, occasionally unscrupulous individuals.
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