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A History Of Christianity
This reference book brings together information from a range of sources, to provide information
on the history of Christianity. It has been updated to include recent events in Eastern Europe.
Illustrations and essays provide a chronological look at the changing concepts of Christianity
Evangelicalism's premier historian provides a general introduction to church history.
Christianity is in crisis in the West. The Inkling friend of C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, Owen
Barfield, analysed why. He developed an account of our spiritual predicament that is radical
and illuminating. Barfield realized that the human experience of life shifts fundamentally over
periods of cultural time. Our perception of nature, the cosmos and the divine changes
dramatically across history. Mark Vernon uses this startling insight to tell the inner story of
3000 years of Christianity, beginning from the earliest Biblical times. Drawing, too, on the latest
scholarship and spiritual questions of our day, he presents a gripping account of how
Christianity constellated a new perception of what it is to be human. For 1500 years, this sense
of things informed many lives, though it fell into crisis with the Reformation, scientific revolution
and Enlightenment. But the story does not stop there. Barfield realised that there is meaning in
the disenchantment and alienation experienced by many people today. It is part of a process
that is remaking our sense of participation in the life of nature, the cosmos and the divine. It's a
new stage in the evolution of human consciousness.
The third edition of Christianity Through the Centuries brings the reader up-to-date by
discussing events and developments in the church into the 1990s. This edition has been
redesigned with new typography and greatly improved graphics to increase clarity,
accessibility, and usefulness. - New chapters examine recent trends and developments
(expanding the last section from 2 chapters to 5) - New photos. Over 100 photos in all -- more
than twice the number in the previous edition - Single-column format for greater readability and
a contemporary look - Improved maps (21) and charts (39) Building on the features that have
made Christianity Through the Centuries an indispensable text, the author not only explains
the development of doctrines, movements, and institutions, but also gives attention to "the
impact of Christianity on its times and to the mark of the times on Christianity."
Author Mark Noll presents the unfolding drama of American Christianity with accuracy and skill,
from the first European settlements to ecumenism in the late 20th Century. This work has
become a standard in the field of North American religious history.
Christianity has been accused of being misogynistic, pro-slavery, and anti-science, and some
say it is finally beginning its long decline. This book provides an entirely different side to the
stories about this faith. • Provides an introduction to Christianity in its historical context •
Examines particular misconceptions related to Christianity through history along with what are
now believed to be the historical truths • Excerpts primary source documents for evidence for
how the misconceptions developed and spread • Offers a selected general bibliography of the
most important sources of additional information
An introduction to the core Christian doctrines, the historical context in which they arose, and
their ongoing importance to contemporary Christian belief and practice. Justo González has
long been recognized as one of our best teachers and interpreters of the church's belief and
history. In this new volume he lays out the answers to three questions crucial to understanding
the Christian tradition: First, what are the core Christian doctrines? What ideas and convictions
form the heart of Christian identity? Second, Where did these doctrines come from? What are
the historical contexts in which they first rose to prominence? How have they developed across
the history of the church? Finally, what do these doctrines mean today? What claims do they
continue to place on Christian belief and practice in the twenty-first century? Written with the
clarity and insight for which González is famous, A Short History of Christian Doctrine will
serve the needs of students in church history, historical theology, and systematic theology
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classes in college/university settings, as well as seminaries/theological schools.

Wide-ranging and authoritative, this book explores Christianity as it has taken root in
societies across five continents.
Christianity is the world’s largest religion, and has had a profound impact on the course
of civilization. Introduction to the History of Christianity is a beautifully crafted and
clearly written introduction to Christianity over its 2000 year history. The broad
underlying theme of the book is the interaction between Christianity and the secular
world, exploring how one has shaped and been shaped by the other. The volume does
not attempt to cover the whole of Christian history in detail. It focuses on three key
chronological periods pivotal in the development of Christianity: Christ and Caesar,
Christianity circa 300–500; Expansion and Order, Latin Christendom, circa 1050–1250;
and Grace and Authority, Western Christianity, circa 1450–1650, as well as a
concluding section on Christianity in the modern world, providing illustrative snapshots
of the tradition over the course of its long development. In addition, the volume includes
maps, timelines, quotations from primary source material, a glossary, and a further
reading section. No staid, laborious introduction to its subject, Introduction to the
History of Christianity offers an inviting and informative overview of this rich religious
tradition.
A vigorous, convincing presentation of the evidence for a historical Jesus.
Dig into the story of Christianity from its origins to today.
Focuses on the 'Golden Age' of patristic Christianity when, after episodes of
persecution by the Roman government, Christianity emerged as a licit religion enjoying
imperial patronage and eventually became the favored religion of the empire.
Discusses the rapid transformation of Christianity during late antiquity, giving specific
consideration to artistic, social, literary, philosophical, political, inter-religious and
cultural aspects. Moves away from simple dichotomies and reductive schematizations
(e.g., 'heresy v. orthodoxy') toward an inclusive description of the diverse practices and
theories that made up Christianity at this time.
Indonesia is the home of the largest single Muslim community of the world. Its Christian
community, about 10% of the population, has until now received no overall description
in English. Through cooperation of 26 Indonesian and European scholars, Protestants
and Catholics, a broad and balanced picture is given of its 24 million Christians. This
book sketches the growth of Christianity during the Portuguese period (1511-1605), it
presents a fair account of developments under the Dutch colonial administration
(1605-1942) and is more elaborate for the period of the Indonesian Republic (since
1945). It emphasizes the regional differences in this huge country, because most
Christians live outside the main island of Java. Muslim-Christian relations, as well as
the tensions between foreign missionaries and local theology, receive special attention.
“Jenkins is one of America’s top religious scholars.” —Forbes magazine The Lost
History of Christianity by Philip Jenkins offers a revolutionary view of the history of the
Christian church. Subtitled “The Thousand-Year Golden Age of the Church in the
Middle East, Africa, and Asia—and How It Died,” it explores the extinction of the earliest,
most influential Christian churches of China, India, and the Middle East, which held the
closest historical links to Jesus and were the dominant expression of Christianity
throughout its first millennium. The remarkable true story of the demise of the institution
that shaped both Asia and Christianity as we know them today, The Lost History of
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Christianity is a controversial and important work of religious scholarship that sounds a
warning that must be heeded.
Describes the first 1,000 years of Christian history, from the early practices and beliefs
through the conversion of Constantine as well as documenting its growth to
communities in Ethiopia, Armenia, Central Asia, India and China.
Originally published in 1938, An Introduction to the Study of Christianity is a
consideration of what is truly essential in the Christian faith. The book provides a
detailed survey of key elements relating to the origin and growth of Christianity, and
puts forward the argument that any apparent blemishes or mistakes are the result of
human imperfection and misunderstanding of the real teaching of Jesus and his
immediate followers, rather than of any shortcomings in the teaching itself. It first sets
out the foundations of Christianity and then calls attention to the different interpretations
that successive generations of Christians have placed on them. Exploring the history of
the Christian faith up to the 1930s, An Introduction to the Study of Christianity will
appeal to those with an interest in the history of religion, Christianity, theology, and
religious studies.
Christianity has played a central role in world history, for better or worse, but beyond
the story of Jesus, many people know little of this story. Geoffrey Blainey takes readers
on a journey from the very beginnings of Christianity through to the current day.
Christianity and the Transformation of the Book combines broad-gauged synthesis and
close textual analysis to reconstruct the kinds of books and the ways of organizing
scholarly inquiry and collaboration among the Christians of Caesarea, on the coast of
Roman Palestine. The book explores the dialectical relationship between intellectual
history and the history of the book, even as it expands our understanding of early
Christian scholarship.
The Grassroots Movements That Preserved Jesus's Message of Social Justice for
2,000 Years and Their Impact on the Church Today For too long, the history of
Christianity has been told as the triumph of orthodox doctrine imposed through power.
Now, historian Diana Butler Bass sheds new light on the surprising ways that many
Christians have refused to conform to a rigid church hierarchy and sought to recapture
the radical implications of Jesus's life and message.
This superb volume provides the first genuinely global one-volume history of the rise
and development of the Christian faith. An international team of specialists takes
seriously the geographical diversity of the Christian story, discussing the impact of
Christianity not only in the West but also in Latin America, Africa, India, the Orient and
Australasia.
"Tracing the astonishing transformation that the early Christian church underwent - from
sporadic niches of Christian communities surviving in the wake of a horrific crucifixion to
sanctioned alliance with the state - Charles Freeman shows how freedom of thought
was curtailed by the development of the concept of faith. The imposition of 'correct
belief' and an institutional framework that enforced orthodoxy were both consolidating
and stifling. Uncovering the church's relationships with Judaism, Gnosticism, Greek
philosophy and Greco-Roman society, Freeman offers dramatic new accounts of Paul,
the resurrection, and the church fathers and emperors."--BOOK JACKET.
Do you believe it's possible to be happier than you have ever been before? Not for
fleeting moments, but consistently? Bestselling author Matthew Kelly believes it is
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possible-and in his latest book, The Biggest Lie, he explains how. We all want to be
happy and live life to the fullest, but the answer isn't found in the world's definition of
happiness. Modern culture is constantly feeding us lies, and these lies affect you more
than you know. The lies that affect you the most, however, are the ones you tell
yourself. These lies steal your joy, sap your energy, and cause you to lose hope. They
prevent you from discovering the kind of vibrant faith the first Christians experienced.
But as Matthew Kelly shows, we've arrived at a crucial moment in history. People are
disillusioned with what the world offers. The world is in desperate need of change, and
no one is in a better position to effect that change than Christians. We have an
incredible opportunity to dispel the lies and cut through the confusion and false
promises around us. This book provides the practical tools necessary to help you
regain your fervor and leave your mark on the world-and experience more happiness
than you thought possible. Together we can change the course of history-with humility,
generosity, kindness, and joy, one Holy Moment at a time.
Christians form the third largest religious community in India. How has this come
about? There are many studies of separate groups: but there has so far been no major
history of the three large groups - Roman Catholic, Protestant and Thomas Christians
(Syrians). This work attempts to meet the need for such a history. It goes right back to
the beginning and traces the story through the ups and downs of at least fifteen
centuries. It includes careful studies of the political and social background and of the
non-Christian reactions to the Christian message. The narration is non-technical and
should present few difficulties to the thoughtful reader; the more technical matters are
dealt with in notes and appendices. This book will be of interest to all students of
Church History and will also prove fascinating to many who are concerned with the
development of Christianity as a world religion and in the dialogue between different
forms of faith.
ChristianityThe First Three Thousand YearsPenguin
Dealing with a time when "Christians" were moving towards separation from the
movement's Jewish origins, this inaugural volume of A People's History of Christianity
tells "the people's story" by gathering together evidence from the New Testament texts,
archaeology, and other contemporary sources. Of particular interest to the
distinguished group of scholar-contributors are the often overlooked aspects of the
earliest "Christian" consciousness: How, for example, did they manage to negotiate
allegiances to two social groups? How did they deal with crucial issues of wealth and
poverty? What about the participation of slaves and women in these communities? How
did living in the shadow of the Roman Empire color their religious experience and
economic values?
Presents a history of the Christian faith, from its beginning as a Jewish sect to the
impact of twentieth-century issues such as birth control, Muslim fundamentalism, and
Nazi racism
A modern classic, A History of Christian Theology offers a concise yet complete
chronicle of the whole of Christian theology, from its background in the history of Israel
to the liberation and postliberal theologies of recent years. This updated thirtieth
anniversary includes expanded treatments of theological developments at the end of
the twentieth century, and preliminary trajectories for theology in the twenty-first
century. It also includes updated bibliographies and revised chapters on important
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innovations in biblical studies, and their impact on theology. This updated and revised
edition will continue to aid the work of both students and faculty for years to come.
William C. Placher.is to be congratulated for having done what many would have
considered impossible. In slightly more than 300 pages he has chronicled the whole
history of Christian theology, from its background in the history of Israel to the various
modes of liberation theology in the late 20th century. Moreover, he has touched almost
all of the important bases and has dealt with significant figures, issues, movements in
an incisive and illuminating manner. This intellectual history, a story of people and their
ideas, is a delight to read. I predict it will be widely used not only in college and
seminaries, but also in lay institutes and study groups. -- John D. Godsey in The
Christian Century
A History of Christianity examines the development of Christianity from its biblical
foundations to modern times. While seeking to be comprehensive, historian Joseph
Early Jr. centers on key events, people, theological developments, and conflicts that
have shaped Christianity over its two-thousand-year history. He also presents the
development of Christianity within the social, political, and economic challenges of the
times. In doing so, he paints a clear, detailed, and balanced picture of the opportunities
and struggles faced by the church and the contributions made by significant people,
institutions, and traditions. A History of Christianity is an ideal introductory survey for
undergraduate students and any reader who desires to know more about the broad
scope of Christianity.
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional study of Christianity has been
loved and widely hailed for its intensive research, writing, and magnitude—“a tour de
force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever attempted
and perhaps the most radical” (New York Review of Books). In a highly readable
companion to books on faith and history, the scholar and author Johnson has
illuminated the Christian world and its fascinating history in a way that no other has.
Johnson takes off in the year AD 49 with his namesake the apostle Paul. Thus
beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the founding of a little-known
‘Jesus Sect’, A History of Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of the
Western world. With an unbiased and overall optimistic tone, Johnson traces the
fantastic scope of the consequent sects of Christianity and the people who followed
them. Information drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the world
makes this history as credible as it is reliable. Invaluable understanding of the
framework of modern Christianity—and its trials and tribulations throughout history—has
never before been contained in such a captivating work.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a
storm. Each sentence is rich, textured, evocative, felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a book.” —New
York Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused to convert. They were
dismembered, their limbs hung along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots
pulled the elderly philosopher-mathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to
death with shards of broken pottery. Not long before, their fellow Christians had invaded
the city’s greatest temple and razed it—smashing its world-famous statues and
destroying all that was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to
Christianity’s conquest of the West as a “triumph.” But this victory entailed an orgy of
destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical culture,
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helping to pitch Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent
of Latin literature would survive the purge; countless antiquities, artworks, and ancient
traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early Christians’
campaign of terror has been hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered
statues proudly displayed in churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening
Age, Nixey resurrects this lost history, offering a wrenching account of the rise of
Christianity and its terrible cost.
The New York Times bestseller and definitive history of Christianity for our time—from
the award-winning author of The Reformation and Silence A product of electrifying
scholarship conveyed with commanding skill, Diarmaid MacCulloch's Christianity goes
back to the origins of the Hebrew Bible and encompasses the globe. It captures the
major turning points in Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox history and fills in often
neglected accounts of conversion and confrontation in Africa, Latin America, and Asia.
MacCulloch introduces us to monks and crusaders, heretics and reformers, popes and
abolitionists, and discover Christianity's essential role in shaping human history and the
intimate lives of men and women. And he uncovers the roots of the faith that galvanized
America, charting the surprising beliefs of the founding fathers, the rise of the
Evangelical movement and of Pentecostalism, and the recent crises within the Catholic
Church. Bursting with original insights and a great pleasure to read, this monumental
religious history will not soon be surpassed.
Presents a sweeping history of the Christianity, from the time of Jesus and the apostles to the
present day, covering the Early and Later Church Fathers; Africa, the Middle East, and the
Missions East; the Middle Ages; the Reformation; and Reason and Revival in vivid and
engaging detail.
During the early middle ages, Europe developed complex and varied Christian cultures, and
from about 1100 secular rulers, competing factions and inspired individuals continued to
engender a diverse and ever-changing mix within Christian society. This volume explores the
wide range of institutions, practices and experiences associated with the life of European
Christians in the later middle ages. The clergy of this period initiated new approaches to the
role of priests, bishops and popes, and developed an ambitious project to instruct the laity. For
lay people, the practices of parish religion were central, but many sought additional ways to
enrich their lives as Christians. Impulses towards reform and renewal periodically swept across
Europe, led by charismatic preachers and supported by secular rulers. This book provides
accessible accounts of these complex historical processes and entices the reader towards
further enquiry.
This volume tells the story of Christianity through the individual men and women who shaped
it. It is a story of colossal undertakings and spectacular successes as well as ferocious
intolerance, greed and bloodshed. Bamber Gascoigne traces a clear path through a
complicated history, exploring the motives, the passions, the fears and the achievements of the
Christians. His approach is objective and he writes in a conversational style, focusing on
moments of significant detail and a vast and varied cast of characters.
A best-selling text thoroughly updated, including new chapters on the last 30 years "An
excellent study that will help historians appreciate the importance of Christianity in the history
of the United States and Canada." – The Journal of American History “Scholars and general
readers alike will gain unique insights into the multifaceted character of Christianity in its New
World environment. Nothing short of brilliant.” – Harry S. Stout, Yale University “A new
standard for textbooks on the history of North American Christianity.” – James Turner,
University of Notre Dame Mark Noll’s A History of Christianity in the United States and
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Canada has been firmly established as the standard text on the Christian experience in North
America. Now Noll has thoroughly revised, updated, and expanded his classic text to
incorporate new materials and important themes, events, leaders, and changes of the last
thirty years. Once again readers will benefit from his insights on the United States and Canada
in this superb narrative survey of Christian churches, institutions, and cultural engagements
from the colonial period through 2018.
Worshipped by 2 billion Christians worldwide, Jesus Christ is the most famous human being
ever. Stephen Tomkins takes the reader on a enlightening and enjoyable journey through the
key stages of Christian development, covering the people, the events, the movements, the
controversies and the expansion of the Church in this lively 'warts and all' portrait. The book
begins with the life of Jesus before looking at the spread of the early church and the Roman
Empire. Tomkins then continues the story of Christianity right up to the present day, including
discussion of topics such as: the Eastern church, battles between East and West, the
Reformation, the Counter-Reformation, the Enlightenment and the impact of science. The
author also provides a snapshot of the worldwide church of the 21st century and explores the
challenges it faces.
A history of unparalleled scope that charts the global transformation of Christianity during an
age of profound political and cultural change Christianity in the Twentieth Century charts the
transformation of one of the world's great religions during an age marked by world wars,
genocide, nationalism, decolonization, and powerful ideological currents, many of them hostile
to Christianity. Written by a leading scholar of world Christianity, the book traces how
Christianity evolved from a religion defined by the culture and politics of Europe to the
expanding polycentric and multicultural faith it is today. Brian Stanley provides a history of
Christianity as a popular faith experienced and lived by its adherents, telling a compelling and
multifaceted story of Christendom’s fortunes across the globe.
The 4,000-year quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
Brings a new approach to the interpretation of the sources used to study the Early Christian
era - reading history backwards. This book will interest teachers and students of New
Testament studies from around the world of any denomination, and readers of early
Christianity and Patristics.
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